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Dear Holly,

Re: Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Assessment: Proposed Frasers Solar

Farm Battery Energy Storage System (Allotment 125B Parish of Toongabbie South)

| have examined the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 and its regulations, the
Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018, and conclude that the proposed construction of a
battery energy storage system (BESS) at 1205 Traralgon-Maffra Road, Glengarry North
(Allotment 125B Parish of Toongabbie South), does not require a mandatory Aboriginal

cultural heritage management plan under section 46 of the Act.

I am qualified to comment on these matters as | meet the requirements of a ‘heritage
advisor’ under S. 189 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006

(https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/heritage-advisor-list?qg=Cupper), and have

high level qualifications in both archaeology and the earth sciences (see Attachment 1 for
my CV). | have particular expertise in understanding the formation of archaeological sites
and Quaternary environments and have published extensively on these topics in high-
profile, peer-reviewed scientific journals. | was lead author for the Quaternary chapter of the
Geology of Victoria (Cupper et al. 2003), the current, premier reference to Victoria's
geology. | am currently a Research Fellow in the School of Geography, Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences at The University of Melbourne

(www.findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/display/person20521).

The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018 (r.7) require an Aboriginal cultural
heritage management plan for a proposed activity, if: (a) all or part of the activity area for
the activity is an area of cultural heritage sensitivity (not subject to significant ground

disturbance); and, (b) all or part of the activity is a high impact activity.
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| conclude the second limb (part [b]) of regulation 7 is met for the proposed activity.
Construction of utility installation that results in significant ground disturbance of an area

greater than 25 m? is a high impact activity (see r.46[1][b][[xxvii][D]).

However, with reference to the first limb (part [a]) of regulation 7, my review of relevant
background information, including inspection of recent aerial and site photographs of the
activity area (e.g. Figures 1-3), shows the activity area is not located within an area of
cultural heritage sensitivity as defined by Division 3 of the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage
Regulations 2018 (see https://achris.vic.gov.au/#/onlinemap). Specifically, the activity area
is not within 50 metres of a registered Aboriginal place (r.25[2]), 200 metres of a waterway
(r.26[1]), prior waterway (r.27[1]), ancient lake (r.28[1]), declared Ramsar wetland (r.29[1]),
coastal crown land (r.30 [1]) or coastal land (r.31[1]), a park (r.32[1]), the High Plains
(r.33[1]), the Koo Wee Rup Plain (r.34[1]), a greenstone outcrop (r.35[1]), a stony rise
(r.36[1]), a volcanic cone (r.37[1]), a cave (r.38), a lunette (r.39[1]), a dune (r.40[1]) or a
sand sheet (r.41[1]).

Therefore, a mandatory Aboriginal cultural heritage management plan under section 46 of
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 is not required for the proposed BESS. (A sponsor of an
activity nevertheless has the option of voluntarily preparing an Aboriginal cultural heritage

management plan under section 45 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006).

Additionally, the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register lists no previously

identified Aboriginal cultural heritage places within the activity area.

Moreover, the risk of harm to Aboriginal cultural heritage places or items by the activities is

predicted to be low given past land clearing, leveling and ploughed cultivation.

Notwithstanding, in the unlikely event that any Aboriginal cultural heritage places or items
are encountered during the course of the proposed activity, all activities likely to harm the
material must cease immediately and a Heritage Advisor or First Peoples - State Relations
(tel: 1800 762 003) consulted about an appropriate course of action. Works must not
recommence until relevant management actions are completed.

Please feel free to contact me if you require any clarification of the above matters.

Kind regards,

ADVERTISED
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Dr Matt Cupper
Principal Archaeologist
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Figure 1. Activity area for the proposed BESS
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Figure 2. Activity area for the proposed BESS

Figure 3. Activity area for the proposed BESS
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Attachment 1.
CV: Dr Matt Cupper.
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Dr Matt Cupper - Principal Archaeologist

Skills: Ab

original and Historical Archaeology, Geomorphology

Qualifications: Doctor of Philosophy (Archaeology/Geology) The University of Melbourne 2003
Bachelor of Arts (Archaeology/Classical History) The University of Melbourne 1999
Bachelor of Science with Honours (1st Class) (Botany) The University of Melbourne 1999

Affiliations:  Research Fellow, School of Earth Sciences, The University of Melbourne
Honorary Research Associate, School of Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford
Visiting Researcher, Research School of Earth Sciences, Australian National University

Experience:  Dr

Matt Cupper has 20+ years' experience in cultural and natural heritage management and an academic background in

archaeology, geology and botany, including a PhD in the palaeoecology and early Aboriginal occupation of the Lower Darling
River. As a consultant archaeologist and geomorphologist he has been engaged in a range of management and research-

ori

ented studies throughout southeastern Australia for industry and government clients.

Publications: Chapters in books:
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