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CONFIDENTIALLY 

This document contains proprietary and confidential information, which is provided on a commercial 
in confidence basis.  It may not be reproduced or provided in any manner to any third party without 
the consent of Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd. 

© Copyright Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd 2020 

This work and the information contained in it are the copyright of Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd. No 
part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced without the consent of Willatook Wind Farm 
Pty Ltd. 

Disclaimer: Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information, the 
publisher accepts no responsibility for any discrepancies and omissions that may be contained 
herein. 
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1. Introduction 

Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd (WWF), the proponent, seeks a temporary 5-year planning permit from 
the Minister for Planning under clause 72.01-1 of the Victoria Planning Provisions to continue to use 
land for the purpose a 120m high wind monitoring mast.  The existing wind monitoring mast is 
located in the Moyne Shire approximately 5km north-west of Orford.   

The application has been prepared in accordance with the relevant provisions in the Victoria 
Planning Provisions, and the Policy and Planning Guidelines for development of wind energy facilities 
in Victoria (DELWP 2019).   

1.1 Project history 

In 2008, WWF commenced a detailed site finding process to establish the most appropriate locations 
for wind farm developments in Victoria that would maximise the yield of renewable energy whilst 
limiting any impacts on the surrounding community and environment.  This process identified the 
proposed Willatook Wind Farm (the proposed wind farm), in the Willatook locality of south-west 
Victoria, as such an area worthy of further detailed investigation. 

Under Clause 62.02-1 of the Victoria Planning Provisions, the use of land for wind measurement by 
an anemometer for three years or less does not require a permit.  On 26 September 2017 WWF 
installed a temporary wind monitoring mast (the wind monitoring mast) on the property of a 
landowner involved in the proposed wind farm to further assess the suitability of the local wind 
resource for a wind energy facility.   

WWF is submitting this application for the wind monitoring mast, since the period for which no 
permit is required under clause 62.02-1 of the Victoria Planning Provisions has expired.    An 
additional permitted period of five years is sought under clause 62.02-1 of the Victoria Planning 
Provisions to enable the wind monitoring mast to remain in its current location to facilitate the 
continuation of the feasibility assessment and the completion and lodgement of a planning 
application for the proposed wind farm. 
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1.2 The proponent   

Willatook Wind Farm Pty Ltd (WWF) is the applicant with regard to this planning permit application. 
The development of the proposed Willatook Wind Farm, including this mast planning application, is 
being managed by Wind Prospect Pty Ltd (Wind Prospect).  

WWF and Wind Prospect are part of the Wind Prospect Group which originated in the United 
Kingdom and established operations in Australia in 2000.  Wind Prospect has over 20 years’ 
experience developing wind farms in Australia.  Further information on Wind Prospect is available at 
www.windprospect.com.au.  
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2. The Application  

2.1 Application requirements 

This planning application report provides an overview of the existing wind monitoring mast and 
addresses the relevant provisions of the Moyne Planning Scheme, Victoria Planning Provisions , and 
the Policy and Planning Guidelines for development of wind energy facilities in Victoria (DELWP, 
March 2019).  
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3. The Proposal  

The temporary wind monitoring mast was constructed on the Site on 26 September 2017.  The 
purpose of the monitoring mast is to provide wind data necessary for development and planning of 
the proposed Willatook Wind Farm. 

A planning permit is sought to maintain the temporary wind monitoring mast in its current location 
on the Site beyond the third year anniversary of its construction and the end of the period for which 
no permit is required under clause 62.02-1 of the Victoria Planning Provisions.     

An additional permitted period of five years is sought under clause 62.02-1 of the Victoria Planning 
Provisions to enable the wind monitoring mast to remain in its current location.  An additional five 
year period would provide adequate time for the following actions and processes to take place: 

 to collect additional wind data to continue to inform the feasibility assessment of the proposed 
wind farm; 

 for completion of other relevant site assessments; 
 to lodge a planning permit application and Environment Effects Statement (EES) for the 

proposed wind farm (including temporary and permanent wind monitoring masts); and 
 for a decision regarding the planning permit application and EES for the proposed wind farm by 

the Responsible Authority. 

The mast is an 120 metre high guyed, lattice wind monitoring mast. The specifications for the mast 
are shown in Table 1.  The elevation at the base of the monitoring mast is approximately 95 metres 
AHD and the elevation at the tip of the monitoring mast is approximately 215 metres AHD.   

Table 1: Key facts for the wind monitoring mast  

Mast Type Guyed lattice mast  
Mast Height  120 m 
Mast Base Elevation  Approx. 95 m AHD 
Mast Tip Elevation  Approx. 215 m AHD 
Latitude MGA84 (54) -38.16243° 
Longitude MGA84 (54) 142.10632° 
Monitoring mast footprint (ha) 1.45 ha 

 
The monitoring was supplied and erected by Australian Radio Towers (ART). It is fitted with 
meteorological monitoring instruments including anemometers, wind vanes and temperature 
sensors.  The instruments are attached at heights of approximately 120 metres, 100 metres, 80 
metres and 60 metres. Data collected from these instruments is recorded by a Campbell CR1000 
data logger, power by a 50 watt solar panel at the base of the mast.    

The tower structure of the mast is supported by a series of guy wires attached to six anchors in the 
ground.  Five guy wires are attached to each anchor and the guy wires extend from the mast in three 
different directions (80°, 200° and 320° from the mast base).  The three inner anchors are spaced 
35m from the base of the mast, and the three outer anchors are spaced 68m from the base of the 
mast.  Installation of the anchors involved excavation of six approximately 2.5 metre by 2 metre 
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trenches.  The concrete pad at the base of the mast is approximately 1.4 metres wide and 1.4 metres 
long.  Upon installation, the base of the tower and the anchors were fenced to prevent livestock 
access.   

Safety features of the mast include a fall arrest system to allow for safe climbing of the mast.  A 1.4 
metre lightning spike was installed at the top of the mast and this is connected directly to an earth 
spike at the base of the tower.  This system protects the monitoring instruments under most 
circumstances.  The data logger at the base of the mast is designed to withstand most electrical 
surges related to lightning strikes.  The wind monitoring mast has an installation and workmanship 
warranty of 12 years from ART and the mast structure itself has a warranty of 25 years.  The mast 
has aviation markers, attached to the guy wires extending in each direction at a height of 110m, as 
well as alternating red and white paint on the top third of the mast to improve the visibility of the 
mast to local aerial agricultural operators.   

Maintenance on the wind monitoring mast was most recently conducted in June 2020.  Maintenance 
is scheduled on an annual basis, with full refurbishment of instruments occurring on a biannual 
basis. Weekly reporting of remote monitoring of meteorological data allows the assessment of the 
functioning of instruments.  The wind data is downloaded remotely over the internet and Wind 
Prospect employees and contractors visit the wind monitoring mast on an ’as-needs’ basis for 
specific maintenance requirements.  
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4. Site and Context 

4.1 Site location and site aspects 

The wind monitoring mast is located on Crown Allotment 2, Section 8, in the Parish of Kapong within 
the Moyne Shire Council local government area in the south west of Victoria (the Site) and has a 
footprint of approximately 1.45 hectares.  The Site is owned by Eric and Helen Wythe and is 
bordered by Old Dunmore Road to the east.  The location of the wind monitoring mast is illustrated 
in Figure 1.  

A number of small townships and localities are situated within the landscape surrounding the Site.  
Within a 10 km radius of the wind monitoring mast these include:  

 Orford (approximating 5km south-west of the wind monitoring mast)   
 Broadwater (approximately 6km north-east of the wind monitoring mast) 
 Tarrone (approximately 10km south-east of the wind monitoring mast)   
 
A number of roads are in proximity to the wind monitoring mast and these are labelled in Figure 3.  
The Site is accessed from Old Dunmore Road. 

The coordinates for the centre of the Site on which the wind monitoring mast is located and for the 
wind monitoring mast itself are provided in Table 1 below. The surrounding area is predominately 
low lying undulating plains with rocky rises. 

Table 2: MGA 94 (54) coordinates for the Site. 

Point Easting Northing 

Wind monitoring mast 5775582 596922 
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Figure 1:  Wind monitoring mast location  
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4.2 Current Land Use 

The Site and the surrounding area are located within the Farming Zone (FZ) as defined in 
Clause 35.07 of the Moyne Planning Scheme. Wind energy facilities, including wind monitoring 
masts, are a permissible use subject to the wind energy facility meeting the requirements of Clause 
52.32 of the Victoria Planning Provisions.  The relevant provisions of Clause 52.32 are addressed 
throughout this planning application report. 

As reflected by the zoning of the Site and the surrounding area, the land use of the Site and 
surrounding area is predominately cleared agricultural land used for cattle and sheep farming, 
although some properties are also used for dairy farming and cropping.   

Other land uses in the local area include quarrying, timber production (blue gum forests) and 
tourism.   There are also a number of existing and proposed energy projects in the local region.  The 
location of these energy projects within 15km of the wind monitoring mast are illustrated in Figure 
3.  Most, if not all, of the wind energy projects listed would have at least one existing wind 
monitoring mast. 
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4.3 Dwellings and infrastructure  

Dwellings proximate to the wind monitoring mast are illustrated in Figure 2. 

The nearest involved dwelling is approximately 2.8km from the mast, and the nearest neighbour 
dwelling is approximately 3km from the mast. 

Agricultural infrastructure proximate to the wind monitoring mast includes dams, access tracks and 
fences.   

4.4 Landscape and Visual Features   

The landscape of the area is highly modified and is predominately cleared for pastoral and 
agricultural uses.  The preliminary landscape and visual impact assessment undertaken for the 
proposed wind farm (Green Bean Design 2011) reports that the landscape within the Site and 
immediately surrounding the wind monitoring mast represents a landscape that is reasonably typical 
of landscape character areas that are commonly found in the surrounding local area of the Moyne 
Shire.  A number of existing man-made features including the distribution and transmission lines 
shown in Figure 2 are also proximate to the site, with the 500kV line being approximately 2km south 
of the mast. 
 
The wind monitoring mast is a light structure in the landscape. Although parts of the wind 
monitoring mast will be seen within the immediate local area it will have a limited view catchment 
and therefore any visual impact will be localised.   

Any landscape and visual impact associated with the wind monitoring mast is expected to be less 
significant than more visible infrastructure developments including the Moorabool-Heywood high 
voltage transmission line (500kV), a 66kV distribution line along Riordan’s Road, the Macarthur Wind 
Farm switchyard and Macarthur Wind Farm 132kV transmission line, as well as general agricultural 
infrastructure such as sheds and cattle yards.  

Landscape and other environmental values associated with Budj Bim, the closest National Park to 
the Site, and Tower Hill will not be impacted by the wind monitoring mast.  Furthermore, there are 
no impacts from night time lighting on the wind monitoring mast as aviation lighting is not required.   

Depending on weather conditions, the wind monitoring mast is barely visible from a distance of 
more than a few kilometers.  Any landscape and visual impacts from the mast are therefore limited 
to a small localized area around the wind monitoring mast and it is therefore not expected that the 
wind monitoring mast has or will have any visual impacts. 

There are no Significant Landscape Overlays (SLO’s) or Environmental Significance Overlays (ESO’s) 
that occur within the Site or within 15km of the Site except for ESOs associated with the Special Use 
Zones (SUZ’s) related to the Shaw River Power Station, and the Tarrone Power Station developments 
as shown in Figure 3.  The proposed Shaw River Power Station development is located approximately 
1km south of the wind monitoring mast, and the proposed Tarrone Power Station development is 
located approximately 6km east of the monitoring mast. The ESOs associated with these proposed 
developments relate to accommodation land uses and developments sensitive to potential noise 
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emissions from the Shaw River Power Station (ESO4) and Tarrone Power Station (ESO5) respectively.  
The Site is outside the ESO’s and would not be impacted by them or have any impact on them. 

The Site is not located within National Parks, State Parks, Coastal Reserves and other land subject to 
the National Parks Act 1975.  As such, the mast will have no impact on regional parks or reserves. 
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Figure 2:  Dwellings and infrastructure within the vicinity of the wind monitoring mast 
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Figure 3:  Existing and proposed energy projects and Moyne Planning Scheme overlays 
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4.5 Vegetation communities, flora and fauna 

Ecology and Heritage Partners Pty Ltd, and Nature Advisory have conducted extensive flora and 
fauna field surveys over the period 2009 to 2020 to inform the feasibility assessment of the 
proposed wind farm. The area surveyed includes the Site. 

The Site where the wind monitoring mast is located and the surrounding area is considered to be of 
low conservation significance due to the lack of remnant vegetation and fauna habitats (Nature 
Advisory, 2019).  The wind monitoring mast is also not located proximate to any creeks or rivers and 
is therefore not expected to have any impact on aquatic species. 

The wind monitoring mast has been established on the Site for three years and no further 
construction works or ground disturbance are required in order to keep the mast in place and 
undertake necessary maintenance works.   

The wind monitoring mast is accessed for scheduled maintenance (approximately annually) and on 
an ‘as needs’ basis, limiting the number of vehicles associated with the wind monitoring mast 
travelling on the Site.  Access to the Site is via existing roads and gateways and no new access tracks 
have been or will be required during the feasibility stage of the proposed wind farm resulting in no 
further disturbance to the Site during this period.  In addition, WWF employees and engaged 
contractors are required to adhere to biosecurity procedures to minimise the risk associated with 
the spread of weeds and diseases when accessing the Site.    

Any flora or fauna occurring on the Site is subject to the pressures of grazing and trampling by 
livestock however the base of the wind monitoring mast and the anchors are fenced off to allow 
pasture to re-grow reducing the potential for erosion issues and impacts from grazing. 

There have been no reports by the proprietor of the Site, WWF employees, contractors, or others of 
any injured or deceased birds or bats in the vicinity of the wind monitoring mast since its erection.  

The local region is subject to a number of approved and operating energy projects as illustrated in 
Figure 3.  Given that the wind monitoring mast is not expected to have any ongoing impact on 
significant vegetation, flora or fauna, no cumulative impacts resulting from other energy project 
developments in the local area are expected. 

4.6 Cultural heritage within the Site   

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

WWF commissioned Ecology and Heritage Partners Pty Ltd to undertake a Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan (CHMP) for the proposed wind farm, an area which includes the Site.  This 
involved a process of complex assessment of the proposed wind farm site. 

The Site is not located within an Area of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sensitivity. No Aboriginal Places 
were recorded in proximity to the Site prior to the complex assessment being undertaken. Test pits 
dug in proximity to the Site during the complex assessment also resulted in no new Aboriginal Places 
being recorded. 
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Historical Heritage  
 
A historical heritage assessment of the proposed wind farm, including the location of the wind 
monitoring mast was undertaken by Ecology and Heritage Partners.  

No historical archaeological sites suitable for listing on the Victorian Heritage Inventory or other 
heritage listings of areas of historical archaeological sensitivity (e.g. Heritage Overlay, Heritage 
Register or National list) were identified during the assessment as occurring on the Site where the 
wind monitoring mast is located or in the surrounding area.  The nearest previously recorded 
historical archaeological site is Turkish Bath House (H7321-002) which is located over 2 km to the 
north of the wind monitoring mast.  

4.7 Airports and Aerodromes 

There are no certified or registered aerodromes in the vicinity of the Site.  The closest registered 
aerodrome to the wind monitoring mast is Warrnambool airport located approximately 31 km to the 
south-east.  

WWF has consulted with landowners and neighbours to determine the location of other airstrips 
proximate to the wind monitoring mast (and the proposed wind farm), with regard to the use of 
aerial spraying in the local area.  No licensed or unlicensed airstrips are present on the Site where 
the wind monitoring mast is located.  Seven licensed or unlicensed airstrips have been identified 
within a 10 km radius of the wind monitoring mast with the closest located 2.3 km north of the wind 
monitoring mast. These airstrips are typically used on an ad hoc basis for aerial agricultural 
operations. 

Neighbouring properties that use aerial spraying have continued to do so since the installation of the 
wind monitoring mast on the Site over the past three years and no adverse impacts have been 
reported.  The wind monitoring mast is therefore not expected to have any adverse impact on aerial 
spraying in the local area. 

The Policy and Planning Guidelines for development of wind energy facilities in Victoria (March 2019) 
do not address aviation safety in relation to a wind monitoring mast.  However, the National Airports 
Safeguarding Framework Guideline D: Managing the Risk to Aviation Safety of Wind Turbine 
Installations (Wind Farms)/Wind Monitoring Towers (the Guideline) addresses the risk to civil aviation 
from anemometers. The Guideline recognises that temporary and permanent anemometers erected 
in anticipation of, or in association with, wind farms can be hazardous to aviation, particularly given 
their low visibility.  Paragraph 39 of the Guideline addresses the marking and lighting of anemometers, 
acknowledging that they are difficult to see from the air due to their slender construction and guy 
wires, and that this is a particular problem for low flying aircraft including aerial agricultural 
operations. The Guideline states that wind farm proponents should take appropriate steps to minimise 
such hazards, particularly in areas where aerial agricultural operations occur. Measures to be 
considered include:  

a) the top 1/3 of anemometers to be painted in alternating contrasting bands of colour. In areas 
where aerial agriculture operations take place, marker balls or high visibility flags can be used 
to increase the visibility of the towers;  

b) marker balls or high visibility flags or high visibility sleeves placed on the outside guy wires;  
c) ensuring the guy wire ground attachment points have contrasting colours to the surrounding 

ground/vegetation; or 
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d) a flashing strobe light during daylight hours. 

In response to this, WWF arranged for the mast to have orange obstacle markers fitted to the top of 
the wind monitoring mast guy wires to improve visibility, as well as alternating red and white paint on 
the top third of the mast. Figure 4 illustrates the paint and ball markers present on the mast. 

Section 4.3.6 requires that Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) is consulted with regard to proposals 
for a wind energy facility that: 

 Are within 30 km of a declared airfield or aerodrome; 
 infringe the obstacle limitation surface around a declared aerodrome; or 
 include a building or structure the top of which will be 110 metres or more above natural ground 

level (height of a wind turbine is that reached by the tip of the turbine blade when vertical above 
ground level).  

Although these triggers for consulting with CASA are in relation to a wind energy facility rather than a 
wind monitoring mast, their relevance to the wind monitoring mast are outlined below.   

 The closest declared airfield or aerodrome to the wind monitoring mast is the Warrnambool 
airport located approximately 31 km to the south-east. 

 A draft Aeronautical Impact and Obstacle Marking and Lighting Assessment (Hart Aviation 2010) 
in relation to the proposed wind farm has determined that the wind farm including the wind 
monitoring mast does not infringe the obstacle limitation surface around the Warrnambool 
airport.  Albeit, this was based on a maximum height of 152m. 

 The wind monitoring mast is approximately 120 metres above natural ground level. 

WWF sought to identify all relevant aviation stakeholders prior to construction of the wind monitoring 
mast and used aerial photography and consultation with local landowners to identify local airstrips 
and local aviation operators.  The stakeholders identified include CASA, the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF), the Aerial Agricultural Association of Australia (AAAA), various local aerial agricultural 
contractors and the Moyne Shire Council. 

All stakeholders were notified of the wind monitoring mast both prior to its construction and following 
construction to confirm its precise location.  A copy of the notice of the intention to install the wind 
monitoring mast (to ensure that the proposal is marked on aeronautical charts) is provided in 
Appendix 1 and a list of the stakeholders advised in relation to the wind monitoring mast is provided 
in Table 3.  

Table 3: Aviation stakeholder consultation 

Organisation 
AAAA 
Air Apply Pty Ltd 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association of Australia (AOPA Australia) 
Airservices Australia 
CASA 
Geoscience Australia 
Moyne Shire Council 
RAAF  
SPAusNet 
Western Aerial Pty Ltd 
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It should also be noted that consultation with the Warrnambool City Council, the operator of the 
Warrnambool airport, in relation to the proposed wind farm has commenced and is ongoing.   

The CASA Advisory Circular: AC 139-08(0) Reporting of Tall Structures requires the reporting of tall 
structures to the Royal Australian Air Force Aeronautical Information Service (RAAF AIS) for 
registration on the Tall Structures Database. Tall structures which are 30 metres or more above 
ground level and within 30 km of an aerodrome; or 45 metres or more above ground level elsewhere 
must be reported to the RAAF AIS.   

Given the wind monitoring mast is greater than 45 metres above ground level, WWF notified the RAAF 
AIS on the 5 July 2017 prior to the installation of the wind monitoring mast and a subsequent form 
detailing final co-ordinates on the 16 November 2017.  A copy of the email submitted to the relevant 
stakeholders is included in Appendix 2. 

The main aviation risk presented by a wind monitoring mast is that for aerial agricultural activities and 
other low-flying aerial operations.  Prior to carrying out any aerial agricultural activities or other low-
flying aerial operations, pilots are required to undertake a risk assessment process. The process 
involves identifying aviation obstacles in the operational area and assessing the risks to persons and 
damage to property. This process enables the pilot to manage the risks associated with conducting 
the activity.  It is therefore important that pilots are aware of the location of the wind monitoring mast 
so this can be factored into their risk assessment.  Also, as noted above, the mast has orange obstacle 
markers fitted to the top of the wind monitoring mast guy wires to improve visibility, as well as 
alternating red and white paint on the top third of the mast.  
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Figure 4:  Mast aviation paint and markers 

The AAAA has also advised that the key actions that proponents of wind monitoring masts can 
undertake to reduce the safety risk to agricultural aviators is to: 

 Notify aviators of the location of the mast; 
 Provide visible markings on the mast to assist in the visibility and avoidance of the mast. 

The Site and surrounding areas contain a number of electrical transmission and distribution lines 
which may be potential low-altitude aviation obstacles in the local area including the Moorabool-
Heywood high voltage transmission line (500kV), a 132kV transmission line, a 66kV distribution line 
and a 12.7kV distribution line. As the Site and surrounds already contain a range of existing potential 
obstacles, it is unlikely that the ongoing operation of the wind monitoring mast would cause significant 
cumulative impact on aviation safety in the area.  With notification, mast marking and proper planning 
by aviators operating in the vicinity of the mast, safety risk can continue to be managed appropriately. 

4.8 Community consultation 

WWF has been active in the local area both pre, and post installation of the temporary wind 
monitoring mast, including undertaking public information days, door knocking of neighbours to the 
wind farm proposal, the operation of a shop front in Koroit, as well as numerous meetings with 
individuals and community groups. WWF has also distributed newsletters in relation to the proposed 
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wind farm to residences within 10 km of the proposed wind farm boundary which have included 
relevant contact details and avenues to provide feedback.     

In September 2019, DELWP contacted Wind Prospect about correspondence from a community 
member concerned with the visibility of the two anemometers associated with the proposed 
Willatook wind farm (the two anemometers being the 120m high anemometer that is the subject of 
this planning application and a second 80m high anemometer approximately 6km to the east-south-
east). The community member was flying a light plane and said the anemometers were difficult to 
see. 

Regarding the 120m mast that is the subject of this planning application, as per the  National 
Airports Safeguarding Framework Guideline D and as noted above, there are orange marker balls on 
the guy wires and aviation paint is used on the top third of the mast.  In addition, during the next 
mast maintenance work due to take place within the next six months, Wind Prospect will instruct 
ART to further assess whether any additional measures could be taken to increase the visibility of 
the mast to aircraft.  Any additional measures would be discussed with DELWP and Moyne Shire 
Council. 

4.9 Wind characteristics 

A key criterion when selecting a suitable wind farm site is wind speed.  Site suitability for wind 
power generation is related to wind speed and air-flow characteristics over the proposed wind farm 
site.  In relation to the subject Site, the wind monitoring mast has been recording wind speeds since 
its installation in September 2017.  This information has been correlated with historic data from 
existing meteorological stations in the area.  While the wind measurements to date indicate that the 
wind resource is suitable for a wind farm development, the continuation of the wind monitoring on 
the site is critical in demonstrating the viability of the proposed wind farm.     
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5. Design response 

In 2017 WWF commenced a site selection process to determine the most appropriate location for 
the wind monitoring mast.  The location of the existing mast was selected based on a number of 
criteria including those listed below.  

 Slope/Contours: the difference in elevation between guy wires and the base is preferably not 
more than 2 metres to 3 metres;  

 Vegetation: minimal vegetation in the surrounding area is preferred; 
 Obstacles: avoid obstacles such as significant trees and ensure there is sufficient space for guy 

wires;   
 Access: ensure that all vehicles and machinery can access the site year round;  
 Ground Conditions: avoid surface sheet rock or large solid rock. 
 Proximity to public areas and existing infrastructure: the mast will need to be at least fall 

distance clear of any public access roads and nearby infrastructure such as powerlines;  
 Representativeness: The mast should be located in an area that is representative of the 

proposed wind farm site; 
 Agreement of the landowner;    
 Compatible land uses; and  
 No dwellings in close proximity to wind monitoring mast.  
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6. Site rehabilitation 

WWF will undertake remediation of the Site in consultation with the landowner upon 
decommissioning of the wind monitoring mast.  Decommissioning will include removal of all above 
ground infrastructure from the Site and leaving the buried anchors and the small concrete pad at the 
base of the turbine.  The anchor rods to which the guy wires are attached would be cut back at least 
30 cm below ground level and covered.  The Site will be left in a tidy condition, with any spoil heaps 
to be re-contoured to the original lie of the land.  
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7. Conclusion 

WWF submits that it has assessed the proposal and its impacts in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Victoria Planning Provisions, and the Policy and Planning Guidelines for 
development of wind energy facilities in Victoria (DELWP, March 2019).  WWF considers that a five 
year extension to the period that the temporary monitoring mast is present on Site will not 
significantly impact the Site and its surrounds or have a detrimental impact on the surrounding 
amenities. 
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8. Appendices 

Appendix 1 Notice of intent to install wind monitoring mast  
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Appendix 2 Notice of installation of wind monitoring mast  
 

 
 

  

 

  


