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1. INTRODUCTION  
This report summarises the outcomes to date resulting from the consultation which has occurred 
in relation to the proposed Wimmera Plains Energy Facility (the Project).  It is to be read in 
conjunction with the Wimmera Plains Consultation and Engagement Plan which was first 
prepared in May 2019 and updated in May 2020.  

The proposed Wimmera Plains Energy Facility is bounded by Kalkee East Rd and Mokepilly Rd to 
the north, Dogwood Road, Dooen-North Rd and Kelly Rd to the west, Ladlows Road and Johns Rd 
to the south and Jung Wheat Road and Jung North Rd to the east. The Project will consist of 
approximately 54 turbines with a total capacity of around 302 megawatts. It will connect into the 
220 kV electrical network which traverses the site.  More details about the Project can be found 
on the project website and will regularly be made available throughout the development of the 
Project.  

BayWa r.e is a German headquartered renewable energy developer.  BayWa r.e have received 
approval for a two-turbine wind farm in the same location in 2018, and a hybrid facility in May 
2019.   

2. DEFINING THE COMMUNITY 
The location of the Project is shown in Figure -1 Site Location.

 
FIGURE -1 SITE LOCATION 
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For the purposes of the engagement activities, the “community” was defined as all neighbours to 
the project within 5km which includes all houses in the Jung township located approximately 
3km from the nearest turbine. During the evolution of the project, the layout and therefore 
involved landowners and neighbours can alter.   

For the purposes of engagement activities, a ‘landowner’ is anyone owning land within 5km of 
the project whether is occupied by a dwelling or not. A ‘neighbour’ is any occupier of a habitable 
dwelling within 5km.     

Figure - -2 Surrounding Dwellings is an example of the layout plan and location of neighbours 
visited and location of letter drop offs. 

  
FIGURE - -2 SURROUNDING DWELLINGS 

3. BACKGROUND  
BayWa r.e have sought and received permission to build two other projects in the area.  The first 
is a two turbine wind farm which was approved by DELWP in 2018.   The second was for a hybrid 
facility adjacent to the turbines which includes solar and batteries.  That project was approved by 
Horsham Rural City Council in May 2019.  These projects are targeted for construction in 2021.   
Community engagement was undertaken for both of these projects, so there was previous 
community awareness regarding BayWa r.e as a company and of renewable energy projects. As a 
result, this project was originally referred to as Jung Wind Farm Stage 2.  It was then renamed to 
the Wimmera Plains Energy Facility project.  
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4. ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
Summary  
During 2017-2018 community engagement had been undertaken associated with two other 
BayWa r.e projects being a two turbine wind energy facility (Jung), and then the Jung Renewable 
Energy Facility.  Based on this engagement there was already a level of community awareness 
around renewable energy projects.  A range of engagement activities have been undertaken 
commencing in early 2019 through to current day.  The purpose of the activities has been to 
inform the community about the project, build relationships with the local community and to 
develop a neighbour and community benefit sharing scheme associated with the project.  It is 
expected that engagement activities will continue during the planning application period right 
through to beyond energisation of the facility should it be approved.  

An outline of activities is included in Table -1 Consultation Activities 

Date Activity Document/Material 

5th March 2019  House visits  Letter dated 4th March 

Multiple dates March 2019 Advertisements in the 

Wimmera Times Mail and 

Weekly Times Advertiser 

giving notice of a community 

Drop in Session  

Ads – See Appendix A - 
Newspaper Notices for Drop 
in Session 

 

16th March 2019  Community Drop in Session See Appendix B Material 
Used at Drop-In Session 

 

9th April 2019 Email FAQ Sheet to registered 

parties 

See Appendix C - FAQ Sheets 

4 & 5th September 2019 House Visits and letter drop 

offs 

See Appendix C - FAQ Sheets 

19th & 20th November 2019 House Visits and letter drop 

offs 

See Appendix C - FAQ Sheets 

10th & 11th December 2019 Finished remaining visits and 

letter drop offs to 5km and 

Jung township 

See Appendix C - FAQ Sheets 
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Drop-In Session 
The Drop-In session was held from 11am to 3pm on the 16th March in the Jung Community Hall.  
A number of representatives from BayWa r.e attended as well as expert consultants.  An 
attendee register was prepared, and visitors asked to register their attendance and also note if 
they wanted to be kept informed about the project. 34 people registered on the attendee sheet 
although attendance numbers were greater as in some instances one member of a party would 
register, or some people did not wish to provide their personal details.  

A variety of information was available at the session including:  

• An indicative wind energy facility layout plan  

• The plans and permit for the Jung Wind Farm and Jung Hybrid facility 

• Images of wind turbines 

• Some posters with questions and answers 

• Information about the planning system and process 

• Information about setting up a Community Benefit fund and neighbour sharing scheme 

 

 
FIGURE -3 DROP-IN SESSION 

The general feedback from community members at the drop-in session was positive.  Some 
people asked questions regarding noise, visibility, traffic during construction all of which were 
answered by BayWa r.e team members and representatives.  There was significant interest and 
support from the community in relation to the establishment of the Community Benefit Fund. 
Questions related to how the fund would be set up, what ‘vehicle’ would administer the fund, and 
what sorts of things could be funded.  This was discussed on the day and also then summarised 
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further in a FAQ sheet that was sent out in April following the information session (See Appendix 
C - FAQ Sheets.)  

House visits 
House visits were undertaken on a number of occasions to dwelling owners within 5km of the 
project. If the occupant was home, then a FAQ sheet was handed to them and they were asked if 
they had any questions or concerns regarding the project.  If the occupant was not at home then 
the FAQ sheet and contact details were left where most appropriate (road-side box, under the 
door, etc). If there was no suitable location to leave the FAQ sheet or the dwelling was 
inaccessible or derelict then this was noted in the Consultation Register.  

One on one meetings 

During the early interactions and at the Drop-in Session one on one visits were offered.  A 
number of people requested such meetings which were undertaken at various times over the 
consultation period.  These meetings are recorded in the Consultation Register.  

5. CONSULTATION OUTCOMES TO DATE 
There were a range of matters raised during the various consultation activities, most of which 
have been addressed verbally during personal encounters, in the FAQ’s and information sheets.   

Some concerns have been raised by residents in relation to matters such as:  

- Visual impact 

- Noise 

- Property values 

Information has been provided about some of these matters, however residents have been 
informed that they will see full information about the Project in the planning application material.  
This will include photomontages of what the wind farm will look like from various vantage points 
as well as noise assessments. Everyone has been informed about the planning process and their 
ability to be part of the planning process when that time comes.   

The overwhelming feedback from the community has been of support for the Project. There is 
significantly high level of interest in the Community Benefit Fund and the Neighbour Benefit 
Fund.  There has also been positive feedback about the amount and quality of the consultation 
process. This was reflected in the article published in the Wimmera Times –  
 
http://www.mailtimes.com.au/story/6550361/jung-district-to-receive-financial-fund-from-
wind-farm-developer/?cs=225 
 

6. CONCLUSION 
There has been extensive community engagement undertaken for the proposed Wimmera Plains 
Energy Facility project. The majority of feedback to date has been positive.  Consultation with the 
community will be ongoing and continue through the planning and construction process.  

 



 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A – ADS FOR DROP IN SESSION 



Ad- Wimmera Mail Times - Appeared 13/03/19 and 15/03/19



BayWa r.e. Wind Pty Ltd | 79-81 Coppin Street, 
Richmond | VIC 3121

BayWa r.e invites members of the Jung township 
and surrounding area to a “Drop In” information 
session regarding future plans for the Jung Wind 
Farm- Stage 2 project. The proposal is for a larger 
wind farm at the site near where two turbines were 
approved last year.  The Drop-in session will be held 
at the Jung Town Hall between 11am – 3pm on 
Saturday 16th March 2019. Representatives of the 
project will be there with a variety of information, 
can explain the project and the benefits for the 
Jung community as well as answer any questions 
you may have.  For more information about BayWa 
r.e. and specific projects please visit our website 
at baywa-re.com.au/en/projects, call us on +61 3 
9429 5629, or email us at info@baywa-re.com.au.

We hope to see you there. 

Ad Horsham Weekly Advertiser
                             13/03/19



 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wimmera Plains Wind Farm  
(formally Jung Wind Farm Stage 2) 

Drop-In Information Session 
 



Document List – Wimmera Plains Energy Facility Drop-In Session 

Held in the Jung Town Hall on 16 March 2019 

1. Poster – About BayWa 

2. Attendees List Sheet  

3. Poster – Benefits for the Community 

4. Wind Farm layout with dwellings and preliminary LVIA 

5. Poster/map – Ecological Assessment – Previously documented significant flora 
within 10km of the study area 

6. Poster/map – Ecological Assessment – Previously documented significant flora 
within 10km of the study area 

7. Poster/map – Jung Renewable Energy Facility – Site Plan 

8. Poster/map – Jung Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility- Control Building and Battery 
Bank Compound  

9. Permit – For Jung two-turbine wind energy facility 

10. Excerpt/Poster – Planning Process on a Page 

11. Information – Wind farms and health  



 
 

BayWa r.e. is a German headquartered renewable energy developer that has installed over 2,000 MW 

in renewable energy generation capacity and has 5,000 MW under operations management globally. 

 

Founded in 1923, BayWa AG is a trading and services company that operates in the agricultural, 

energy and construction sectors. In 2017, BayWa AG had over €16.1 billion in revenues and 17,550 

employees globally. The company is listed on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (DAX) with a market 

capitalisation of €1.0 billion. 

 

BayWa r.e. entered the Australian renewable energy project market in 2017 with the investment in 

utility scale solar farms in Victoria and Queensland and multiple wind farms in Victoria through the 

acquisition of Future Energy Pty Ltd and its pipeline of Wind Energy projects.  

 

BayWa-Re has various projects under active development in Australia which include 5 wind and 4 

solar projects with capacities ranging from 7.2 MW to 112 MW.  

 

The wind projects that are currently fully operating include the Timboon Wind Farm and Yawong 

Wind Farm both completed in late 2018. Currently under development are Ferguson Wind Farm, 

Diapur Wind Farm and Jung Wind Farm all of which have planning permission.  

 

Solar projects include the completed Hughenden, Queensland 20 MW. Under construction are 

Karadoc solar farm 112 MW and Yatpool solar farm 106 MW. 

 

For more information about BayWa-Re and specific projects please visit www.baywa-re.com.au, call 

us on +61 3 9429 5629 or email us at info@baywa-re.com.au 

 

 

 

Wind projects 

Solar projects 

BayWa r.e. project office  

Melbourne 

Victoria 



ATTENDEE SHEET  
 

Name  Property address near 

project  

Postal address  Phone no and email Would you like updates 

on the project?  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     



 
 

BayWa r.e. Wind Pty Ltd | 79-81 Coppin Street, Richmond | VIC 3121 
 

Jung Wind Farm Stage 2  

Benefits for the Community  

 

• Clean Energy  

• Landowner benefits  

• Neighbour benefits – occupied houses 

to 2km payments per turbine 

• Neighbour benefits – occupied houses 

within 3.6km eligible for a solar system 

• Community Benefit Fund – annual 

payment of $1000 per turbine, $47,000 

per annum 
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CLEANENERGYCOUNCIL.ORG.AU

There are nearly 250,000 wind turbines across sites all over the world – many of  
them close to people’s houses.

Reviews conducted by leading health and research organisations from all over the 
world, including Health Canada, the Australian Medical Association and Australia’s 
National Health and Medical Research Council, have found no direct link between 
wind farms and health effects.

Opponents of wind farms have claimed that ‘infrasound’, or sound that is too  
low-frequency for humans to hear, can cause negative health effects. However,  
there have been multiple scientific, thorough, peer-reviewed studies on wind farm 
noise that have found that infrasound from wind farms is not a problem.

>>  STUDIES FROM GOVERNMENT HEALTH  
AND ENVIRONMENT AUTHORITIES 

THE NATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

The top Australian authority on health issues, the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), 
conducted a review into wind farms and potential health issues in 2009, and is currently undertaking a more 
detailed review of the evidence1. A 2010 NHMRC report concluded:

“This review of the available evidence, including journal articles, surveys, literature reviews and 
government reports, supports the statement that: There are no direct pathological effects from  
wind farms and that any potential impact on humans can be minimised by following existing  
planning guidelines.”

The NHMRC also released a draft information paper on wind farms and human health2 for public consultation  
in early 2014. The paper summarised the evidence on whether wind farms cause health effects in humans,  
and provided an overview of the process by which the evidence was identified, critically appraised and interpreted 
by the reference group.

That information paper also found that: “There is no reliable or consistent evidence that wind farms  
directly cause adverse health effects in humans.”

HEALTH CANADA

Health Canada, Canada’s national health organisation, released preliminary results of a study into the effect of 
wind farms on human health in 20143. The study was initiated in 2012 specifically to gather new data on wind 
farms and health. The study considered physical health measures that assessed stress levels using hair cortisol, 
blood pressure and resting heart rate, as well as measures of sleep quality. More than 4000 hours of wind turbine 
noise measurements were collected and a total of 1238 households participated.

No evidence was found to support a link between exposure to wind turbine noise and any of the self-reported 
illnesses. Additionally, the study’s results did not support a link between wind turbine noise and stress, or sleep 
quality (self-reported or measured). However, an association was found between increased levels of wind turbine 
noise and individuals reporting to be annoyed.

WIND ENERGY – THE FACTS 
WIND FARMS AND HEALTH

1   National Health and Medical Research Council, 2014, Wind Farms and human health. Available at https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/your-
health/wind-farms-and-human-health

2   National Health and Medical Research Council, 2014, NHMRC Draft Information Paper: Evidence on Wind Farms and Human Health 
Available https://consultations.nhmrc.gov.au/public_consultations/wind_farms

3   Health Canada 2014, Wind Turbine Noise and Health Study: Summary of Results. Available at http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/noise-
bruit/turbine-eoliennes/summary-resume-eng.php
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NEW SOUTH WALES HEALTH DEPARTMENT

In 2012, the NSW Health Department provided written advice to the NSW Government that stated existing studies 
on wind farms and health issues had been examined and no known causal link could be established.

NSW Health officials stated that fears that wind turbines make people sick are ‘not scientifically valid’ and that 
the arguments mounted by anti-wind farm campaigners are unconvincing. The officials wrote that there was no 
evidence for ‘wind turbine syndrome’, a collection of ailments including sleeplessness, headaches and high blood 
pressure that some people believe are caused by the noise of spinning blades.

VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

The Victorian Department of Health released two booklets on wind farms, sound and health in May 20134.  
One focused on technical information about the nature of sound and the other contained community information.

The community information booklet concluded that: “The evidence indicates that sound can only affect 
health at sound levels that are loud enough to be easily audible. This means that if you cannot hear  
a sound, there is no known way that it can affect health. This is true regardless of the frequency of  
the sound.”

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN EPA INFRASOUND STUDY

A report released in January 2013 by the South Australian Environment Protection Authority (EPA)5 found that  
the level of infrasound from wind turbines is insignificant and no different to any other source of noise, and that  
the worst contributors to household infrasound are air-conditioners, traffic and noise generated by people.

The study included several houses in rural and urban areas, houses both adjacent to a wind farm and away from 
turbines, and measured the levels of infrasound with the wind farms operating and also switched off.

There were no noticeable differences in the levels of infrasound under all these different conditions. In fact, the 
lowest levels of infrasound were recorded at one of the houses closest to a wind farm, whereas the highest levels 
were found in an urban office building.

The EPA’s study concluded that the level of infrasound at houses near wind turbines was no greater than  
in other urban and rural environments, and stated that: “The contribution of wind turbines to the  
measured infrasound levels is insignificant in comparison with the background level of infrasound  
in the environment.”

>> OTHER HEALTH AUTHORITIES
THE AUSTRALIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

The Australian Medical Association put out a position statement on Wind Farms and Health in 20146. 

The statement said: “The available Australian and international evidence does not support the view 
that the infrasound or low frequency sound generated by wind farms, as they are currently regulated in 
Australia, causes adverse health effects on populations residing in their vicinity. The infrasound and low 
frequency sound generated by modern wind farms in Australia is well below the level where known health 
effects occur, and there is no accepted physiological mechanism where sub-audible infrasound could 
cause health effects.”

4   Department of Health, Victoria, 2013, Windfarms. Available http://www.health.vic.gov.au/environment/windfarms.htm

5   EPA South Australia, 2013, Wind farms. Available http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/noise/wind_farms

6   Australian Medical Association, 2014, Wind farms and health. Available https://ama.com.au/position-statement/wind-farms-and-
health-2014
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>> ACADEMIC RESEARCH 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (MIT)

MIT released a critical review of the scientific literature in December 20147. The review took into consideration 
health effects such as stress, annoyance and sleep disturbance, as well as other effects that have been raised  
in association with living close to wind turbines. 

The study found that: “No clear or consistent association is seen between noise from wind turbines and  
any reported disease or other indicator of harm to human health.”

The report concluded that living in close proximity to wind farms does not result in the worsening of, and might 
even improve, the quality of life in that particular region.

UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND INFRASOUND STUDY ON SYMPTOM EXPECTATION

A study from the University of Auckland published by the American Psychological Association in March 20138 
considered the idea that health complaints from wind farms could be caused by an increase in discussion and 
awareness of health risk, rather than actual infrasound. The studies tested whether exposure to the anti-wind farm 
health effects campaign could create a ‘symptom expectation’ and then actual symptoms in healthy volunteers.

The study exposed 60 participants to ten minutes of infrasound and ten minutes of sham infrasound. Prior to 
exposure, half of the volunteers were given information that indicated wind farms could cause negative health 
effects, and the other half were given information on the scientific position that wind farm infrasound does not 
affect human health.

Before and during the sound exposure, both groups reported their health symptoms. Results showed that the group 
that had viewed information on negative health effects and therefore expected to feel ill did experience symptoms 
of illness, while the other group did not.

The study concluded that: “Healthy volunteers, when given information about the expected physiological 
effect of infrasound, reported symptoms that aligned with that information, during exposure to both 
infrasound and sham infrasound.”

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY STUDY ON WIND FARM NOISE COMPLAINTS

A 2013 study from University of Sydney Professor of Public Health Simon Chapman examined all complaints made 
about wind farm noise or health problems at 49 Australian wind farms9.

The study found that despite there being 32,677 people who lived within 5 kilometres of a wind farm, just  
120 people – or one in 272 – had ever made a formal complaint, appeared in a news report or sent a complaining 
submission to government. The study also found that some complainants took many years to voice their first 
complaint, when wind farm opponents regularly warn that the ill effects can be almost instant. 

This work supported the findings from the University of Auckland study that anxiety and fear about wind turbines 
spread by anti-wind farm groups can cause people who hear the frightening information to develop symptoms.

This means that discussion within communities about the alleged health effects of wind farms may trigger the very 
symptoms about which residents are concerned. If this is the case, media coverage of the wind farm debate must 
be balanced, so that undue emphasis is not placed on purported health risk.

7   Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 2014, Wind Turbines and Health: A Critical Review of the Scientific Literature 
Available http://journals.lww.com/joem/Abstract/2014/11000/Wind_Turbines_and_Health__A_Critical_Review_of_the.9.aspx

8   American Psychological Association, 2013, Can expectations produce symptoms from infrasound associated with wind turbines?  
Available http://psycnet.apa.org/psycinfo/2013-07740-001/

9 University of Sydney, 2013, Spatio-temporal differences in the history of health and noise complaints about Australian wind farms: 
evidence for the psychogenic “communicated disease” hypothesis. Available http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/8977
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>> INQUIRIES AND COURT CASES
STONY GAP WIND FARM IN THE ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 
COURT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

After Goyder Council in South Australia chose to refuse planning permission for the Stony Gap wind farm without 
grounds, the case went to court in late 2014. During the case, the court heard evidence from Sarah Laurie of the 
Waubra Foundation and acoustician Steven Cooper, and found both to be lacking. The court then overturned the 
decision, approving the project almost three years after the development application was lodged.

The decision was very clear in its summary judgement of the initial refusal, finding that: “There is no basis  
for the refusal of development plan consent to the proposed development on the grounds of health effects.”

FEDERAL SENATE COMMITTEE INQUIRY

The Federal Senate Committee Inquiry into a bill calling for regulation of excessive noise from wind farms 
investigated health issues in late 2012.

The final report10 contained the following findings:

“The number of health-related complaints about wind farms is small in proportion to the number of 
people living near these facilities. The numbers also vary greatly from one facility to the next, for reasons 
not apparently related to the number of residents in the area.”

One of the most interesting pieces of information provided to the committee was a research paper that has  
since been accepted for publication in the well-regarded journal Health Psychology in early 2013. This paper  
found that the effects of infrasound can be felt by people not exposed to infrasound but who expected that it 
would make them feel unwell – a hypothesis that has since been tested by researchers at the University of Auckland 
(more details above).

The relevant extracts from the Senate committee’s final report are below:

“Late in the inquiry process, the committee was provided with recent research, peer-reviewed and 
accepted for publication by the leading journal Health Psychology, but not yet released. The research 
comprises a controlled double blind study, in which subjects were exposed to infrasound and sham 
infrasound… Conclusion: Healthy volunteers, when given information about the expected physiological 
effect of infrasound, reported symptoms which aligned with that information, during exposure to both 
infrasound and sham infrasound.”

Overall, the Senate committee found that wind farms do not create health problems:

“The committee concludes that, while it is possible that the human body may detect infrasound in  
several ways, there is no evidence to suggest that inaudible infrasound (either from wind turbines  
or other sources) is creating health problems. In contrast, there is an established literature confirming  
the existence of psychogenic, or nocebo, effects in general, and at least one study suggesting they  
may be responsible for symptoms in some wind turbine cases.”

10 Environment and Communications Legislation Committee report http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/
Environment_and_Communications/Completed%20inquiries/2010-13/renewableenergy2012/report/~/media/wopapub/senate/
committee/ec_ctte/completed_inquiries/2010-13/renewable_energy_2012/report/report.ashx



BayWa r.e invites members of the Jung and surrounding area to a “Drop In” information 
session regarding future plans for the Jung Wind Farm- Stage 2 project. The proposal is for a 
larger wind farm at the site near where two turbines were approved last year.  The Drop-in 
session will be held at the Jung Town Hall between 11am – 3pm. Representatives of the 
project will be there with a variety of information, can explain the project and the benefits 
for the Jung community as well as answer any questions you may have.  If you have any 
queries prior to the session please contact xxxx. We hope to see you there.  
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4th March 2019 

 

Dear Resident, 

 

Proposed Jung Wind Farm 

We are pleased to update you about our proposal to develop a Stage 2 of the Jung Wind Farm. 

This letter will introduce you to our proposal and inform you about upcoming house visits, an 

open day and the planning process. The following information is the first of a series of updates 

that we will provide about the wind farm planning process and the development process to 

follow. 

About the Wind Farm 

You may be aware that BayWa r.e. was granted a planning permit for a 2 turbine wind farm 

adjacent to Banyena Rd in October 2018. Since then BayWa r.e. has lodged a planning permit 

with Horsham City Council to develop a small solar farm and battery facility in conjunction with 

the 2 permitted wind turbines called the Jung Renewable Energy Facility. 

As part of the abovementioned facility we have been measuring the wind resource using a 

remote sensing device called a LIDAR. With this device we have determined the wind resource 

is much better than first expected. It is for this reason that we have decided to begin the 

planning of a larger wind farm. 

 

Remote measuring device - LIDAR 

The proposed site envelope of the Jung Wind Farm Stage 2 is bounded by Banyena Road to 

the north, Dogwood Road and Henty Hwy to the west, Greenhills Road to the south and Jung 

Wheat Road to the east and is shown on the enclosed map. The wind farm will consist of 
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approximately 47 turbines with a total capacity of around 263 megawatts. It will connect into 

the 220 kV electrical network which traverses the site. The turbines themselves will be up to 

241 m in height and together they will produce enough green power for about 160,000 homes, 

making their greenhouse benefit equivalent to planting over 1,400,000 trees. The energy and 

greenhouse benefits of the Jung Wind Farm are shown in the table below. 

 

 

 

 

This site was chosen for the following reasons: 

• It receives undisturbed wind flow with strong, consistent wind speeds; 

• There are large setbacks to nearby dwellings; 

• The existing land use is agricultural and therefore there will be minimal effects on flora 
and fauna; 

• It is in close proximity to the electrical grid; and 

• It offers easy access. 
 

Connection to the Electricity Grid 

The wind farm will connect into the existing regional 220 kV 

electrical network. Additionally, the majority of cables 

associated with the wind farm will be located underground 

although there will be an above ground collector system 

within the wind farm.  

Planning Process 

Our planning application for the Jung Wind Farm Stage 2 will 

be lodged with the Minister for Planning after a thorough 

consultation program has been undertaken and the site has 

been fully assessed for environmental impacts. The 

application will be assessed against the Policy and Planning 

Guidelines for the Development of Wind Energy Facilities in 

Victoria which set standards and limits covering the following: 

• Community amenity; 

• Sound compliance; 

• Landscape impact; 

• Shadow flicker; 

• Impacts to flora and fauna; 

• Impacts to aviation 

Energy output per year (estimated) 922,000 MWh 

Greenhouse gas abatement per year 922,000 Tones CO2 

Equivalent number of households supplied ~160,000 

Equivalent number of cars taken off the 
road 

~210,000 

Equivalent number of trees planted ~1,400,000 

Typical internal collector powerline 
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• Impacts to cultural heritage; and 

• Electromagnetic interference. 
 

At the appropriate time, all the planning documents relating to the wind farm will be made 

available for public viewing at the Horsham City Council Offices and via our project website.  

Construction Process 

Once a permit has been issued and financing completed, construction of the wind farm can 

begin and will take around eighteen months. The construction process can be broken down 

into three main stages, starting with construction of the access tracks, construction pads, 

foundations and underground cabling. This stage is the busiest and involves the most people 

and machinery. Stage two sees the turbines delivered and installed using specialised cranes 

with highly skilled operators. The final stage involves commissioning and testing the wind farm 

and connecting it to the electricity grid so that the export of energy can begin. 

Community Benefits scheme 

As part of the wind farm development it is important to BayWa r.e. that the local community 

also benefits directly from having a wind farm in their region. The landowners hosting the 

turbines are all paid for accessways, substations, wind turbines and hardstands on their land.  

As part of the development, BayWa r.e. will initiate a community reference group made up of 

local community members who will guide the distribution of the proposed annual Community 

Fund which is equivalent to $1000 per wind turbine (approximately $47,000 per annum).  

After construction is complete the Proximity Grade 1 benefit will include all habitable dwellings 

within 2 km of the wind farm. These will receive $1500 per annum for each wind turbine that is 

closer than 2 km to their house. 

Additionally, after construction, BayWa r.e. will implement the Proximity Grade 2 benefit which 

will include all dwellings within 3.6 km of a wind turbine. These will receive a rooftop solar panel 

system of 5 kW. If your dwelling is within 3.6 km of a turbine but you already have solar panels 

you can nominate a relative’s dwelling (not necessarily in the region) and we will install solar 

panels on their house. If neither of these options are appropriate we will pay to you the 

equivalent value for the 5 kW system being $5,500. A 5 kW solar system will supply the 

approximate equivalent of the average household requirement of free green electricity for the 

life of the wind farm.  

House Visits 

In the coming weeks, BayWa r.e. representatives will commence conducting door‐to-door visits 

at all homes within 3 km of the proposed turbine locations. If you are not around when we visit, 

we will leave a note to say we’ve called in. If you do not live within 3 km of the wind farm but 

would still like us to pay you a visit, or you are unsure of how far you live from the wind farm, 
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simply contact us via phone or email and we will arrange a time for one of our staff members 

to meet you at your home. Our contact details are at the bottom of this letter. 

Open Day 

On the 16th of March 2019, BayWa r.e. will host an informal display of information about the 

wind farm and the wind industry generally at the Jung Hall between 11 am and 2 pm. Here you 

can meet BayWa r.e. staff who will be happy to answer your questions about the wind farm 

and the planning process. 

About BayWa r.e. Wind Pty Ltd 

BayWa r.e. Wind Pty Ltd began operations in Australia in 2017 through the acquisition of 

Future Energy Pty Ltd and its pipeline of wind farm projects. Future Energy was established in 

2004 to develop, construct, own and operate renewable energy projects throughout Australia.  

BayWa r.e. has various projects under active development in Australia which include 6 wind 

and 4 solar projects with capacities ranging from 7 to 224 MW.  

The Timboon Wind Farm and Yawong Wind Farm have been completed in late 2018. The wind 

farms that are currently under development include the Ferguson Wind Farm and the Diapur 

Wind Farm. These wind farms will be constructed in 2019. 

For further information please visit our websites at fergusonwindfarm.com.au,  

timboonwestwindfarm.com.au, yawongwindfarm.com.au and diapurwindfarm.com.au. 

For more information about BayWa r.e. and specific projects please visit our website at baywa-

re.com.au/en/projects, call us on +61 3 9429 5629, or email us at info@baywa-re.com.au. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Peter Lausberg 

Head of Development  
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What is the project?  
The proposed Jung Wind Farm Stage 2 is bounded by Smiths Road to the north, Dogwood 
Road and Henty Hwy to the west, Greenhills Road to the south and Jung Wheat Road to the 
east and is shown on the enclosed map. The wind farm will consist of approximately 47 
turbines with a total capacity of around 263 megawatts. It will connect into the 220 kV 
electrical network which traverses the site.  More details about the project will be made 
available throughout the development of the project.    
 
What stage of the project is BayWa r.e. at and when might the project proceed if it 
gets planning permission?  

We are at the pre planning application consultation stage. Based on initial feedback from the 
community, Council and the Department of Environment, Land and Planning (DELWP), 
BayWa r.e. is currently proceeding with further expert reports to inform a planning 
application. Expert reports will be conducted for; 

• Planning and consultation 
• Landscape and Visual 
• Flora and Fauna  
• Acoustics 
• Traffic Management  
• Aeronautical 
• Geotechnical 
• Heritage  
• Electromagnetic Interference   

What is the timeframe for the project?   
Timing for the project is influenced by a range of factors, however a broad program is as 
follows: 
- We expect to lodge a planning permit application late 2019 or early 2020 subject to 

the timing and findings of expert assessments. 
- Securing other regulatory permissions and reaching Financial Close 1 to 2 years 

after planning permission.  
- Construction is expected to take between 1 and 2 years. 
 

What type of manpower will BayWa r.e require during the feasibility and construction 
stages and after the wind farm becomes operational?  

Feasibility and planning stages for the project will be covered by existing staff and 
consultants. Construction and Commissioning staff can only be determined once the design 
parameters have been finalised however this is likely to require 40-60 people. Once the wind 
farm is operational there will be an Operations and Maintenance requirement. Based on 
other wind farms, this requires around 10-12 full time staff.  

What is the noise from the wind farm like?  

Pre construction noise monitoring will be undertaken in the coming months.  The wind farm 
has to comply with the noise regulations. The Jung township is located around 3km from the 
project, and the noise will be well below the allowable noise limits. 

  

FAQ’s – Jung Wind Farm 
Stage 2  - April 2019 
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What would be the expectancy of the life span of the wind farm?  

The wind farm will operate for 25 years but may be repowered for a further 25 years. 

Would there possibly be a stage 3?  

Grid constraints are the main hurdle to a larger facility. At this point in time a stage 3 is 
highly unlikely. 

Does the project include a substation to connect to the grid?  

Yes, a substation will be required that will be within the wind farm envelope. The location 
has not yet been decided.  

What is proposed as part of the Community Benefits scheme? 
As part of the wind farm development it is important to BayWa r.e. that the local community 
also benefits directly from having a wind farm in their region. The landowners hosting the 
turbines are all paid for accessways, substations, wind turbines and hardstands on their 
land.  
 
As part of the development, BayWa r.e. will initiate a community reference group made up of 
local community members who will guide the distribution of the proposed annual 
Community Fund which is equivalent to $1000 per wind turbine (approximately $47,000 per 
annum).  
 
After construction is complete (from when all turbines are operational) the Proximity Grade 
1 benefit will include all habitable dwellings within 2 km of the wind farm. These will receive 
$1500 per annum for each wind turbine that is closer than 2 km to their house. 
 
Additionally, after construction is complete (within 3 months after all turbines are 
operational), BayWa r.e. will begin the process of implementing the Proximity Grade 2 
benefit which will include all dwellings within 3.6 km of a wind turbine. These will receive a 
rooftop solar panel system of 5 kW. If your dwelling is within 3.6 km of a turbine but you 
already have solar panels you can nominate a relative’s dwelling (not necessarily in the 
region) and we will install solar panels on their house. If neither of these options are 
appropriate we will pay to you the equivalent value for the 5 kW system being $5,500.  
A 5 kW solar system will supply the approximate equivalent of the average household 
requirement of free green electricity for the life of the wind farm.  
 
Further Questions 
 
We are always happy to provide further information. Please contact Fi Cotter, our planning 
and engagement consultant on 0408 587 095 or fi.cotter@energyforms.com.au if you have 
any questions regarding this project.  
 
For more information about BayWa r.e. and specific projects please visit our website at 
baywa-re.com.au/en/projects, call us on +61 3 9429 5629, or email us at info@baywa-
re.com.au. 
 
We will update our FAQ sheets as needed and include these in regular Newsletters.  
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Overview  
This update is regarding the Wimmera Plains Wind Farm (formally referred to as Jung Stage 
2) which was presented to the community earlier in 2019.  The project layout has been 
emerging throughout the year and as a result of the Avonbanks Mine proposal the wind farm 
layout has changed.  All turbines have been removed from that land and an updated layout 
is attached for your information.  Please note that there still may be some modest changes 
to this layout including some additional turbines.  This update is to let you know where the 
project is at and what to expect in the coming months.  
What is the project?  
The proposed Wimmera Plains Wind Farm is bounded by Kalkee East Road to the north, 
Dogwood Road and Kelly Road to the west, Greenhills Road to the south and Jung Wheat 
Road to the east and is shown on the enclosed map. The wind farm will consist of 
approximately 53 turbines with a total capacity of around 263 megawatts. It will connect into 
the 220 kV electrical network which traverses the site.  More details about the project will be 
made available throughout the development of the project.    
What stage of the project is BayWa r.e. at and when might the project proceed if it 
gets planning permission?  
We are still at the pre planning application consultation stage. Based on initial feedback from 
the community, Council and the Department of Environment, Land and Planning (DELWP), 
BayWa r.e. is currently proceeding with further expert reports to inform a planning 
application. Expert reports will be conducted for; 

• Planning and consultation 

• Landscape and Visual 

• Flora and Fauna  

• Acoustics 

• Traffic Management  

• Aeronautical 
• Geotechnical 
• Heritage  
• Electromagnetic Interference   

What is the timeframe for the project?   
Timing for the project is influenced by a range of factors, however a broad program is as 
follows: 
- We expect to lodge a planning permit application late 2019 or early 2020 subject to 

the timing and findings of expert assessments. 
- Securing other regulatory permissions and reaching Financial Close 1 to 2 years 

after planning permission.  
- Construction is expected to take between 1 and 2 years. 
 

What type of manpower will BayWa r.e require during the feasibility and construction 
stages and after the wind farm becomes operational?  
Feasibility and planning stages for the project will be covered by existing staff and 
consultants. Construction and Commissioning staff can only be determined once the design 
parameters have been finalised however this is likely to require 40-60 people. Once the wind 

FAQ’s – Wimmera Plains Wind 
Farm September  - 2019 
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farm is operational there will be an Operations and Maintenance requirement. Based on 
other wind farms, this requires around 10-12 full time staff.  
What is the noise from the wind farm like?  
Pre construction noise monitoring will be undertaken in the coming months.  The 
wind farm has to comply with the noise regulations. The Jung township is located 
around 3km from the project, and the noise will be well below the allowable noise 
limits. 
What would be the expectancy of the life span of the wind farm?  
The wind farm will operate for 25 years but may be repowered for a further 25 years. 
Would there possibly be a stage 3?  
Grid constraints are the main hurdle to a larger facility. At this point in time a stage 3 is 
highly unlikely. 
Does the project include a substation to connect to the grid?  
Yes, a substation will be required that will be within the wind farm envelope. The location 
has not yet been decided.  
What is proposed as part of the Community Benefits scheme? 

As part of the wind farm development it is important to BayWa r.e. that the local 
community also benefits directly from having a wind farm in their region. The landowners 
hosting the turbines are all paid for accessways, substations, wind turbines and hardstands 
on their land.  

As part of the development, BayWa r.e. will initiate a community reference group made up of 
local community members who will guide the distribution of the proposed annual 
Community Fund which is equivalent to $1000 per wind turbine (approximately $53,000 per 
annum).  
After construction is complete (from when all turbines are operational) the Proximity Grade 
1 benefit will include all habitable dwellings within 2 km of the wind farm. These will receive 
$1500 per annum for each wind turbine that is closer than 2 km to their house. 
Additionally, after construction is complete (within 3 months after all turbines are 
operational), BayWa r.e. will begin the process of implementing the Proximity Grade 2 
benefit which will include all dwellings within 3.6 km of a wind turbine. These will receive a 
rooftop solar panel system of 5 kW. If your dwelling is within 3.6 km of a turbine but you 
already have solar panels you can nominate a relative’s dwelling (not necessarily in the 
region) and we will install solar panels on their house. If neither of these options are 
appropriate we will pay to you the equivalent value for the 5 kW system being $5,500.  
A 5 kW solar system will supply the approximate equivalent of the average household 
requirement of free green electricity for the life of the wind farm.  
Further Questions 
We are always happy to provide further information. Please contact Fi Cotter, our planning 
and engagement consultant on 0408 587 095 or fi.cotter@energyforms.com.au if you have 
any questions regarding this project.  
For more information about BayWa r.e. and specific projects please visit our website at 
baywa-re.com.au/en/projects, call us on +61 3 9429 5629, or email us at info@baywa-
re.com.au. 



 
BayWa r.e. Wind Pty Ltd | 79-81 Coppin Street, Richmond | VIC 3121 

 

We will update our FAQ sheets as needed and include these in regular Newsletters.  
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9th December 2019 

Dear Resident, 

Proposed Wimmera Plains Energy Facility 

Overview  

This update is regarding the Wimmera Plains Wind Farm which was presented to the 

community earlier in 2019. The project layout has been emerging throughout the year 

and as a result of the Avonbanks Mine proposal the wind farm layout has changed. All 

turbines have been removed from land associated with the mine and an updated layout 

is attached for your information. Please note that there still may be some modest 

changes to this layout including some additional turbines. This update is to let you 

know where the project is at and what to expect in the coming months.  

What is the project? 

The proposed Wimmera Plains Wind Farm is bounded by Kalkee East Road to the 

north, Dogwood Road and Kelly Road to the west, Greenhills Road to the south and 

Jung Wheat Road to the east and is shown on the enclosed map. The wind farm will 

consist of approximately 53 turbines with a total capacity of around 263 megawatts. It 

will connect into the 220 kV electrical network which traverses the site. More details 

about the project will be made available throughout the development of the project. 

What stage of the project is BayWa r.e. at? 

We are still at the pre planning application consultation stage. Based on initial feedback 

from the community, Council and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 

Planning (DELWP), BayWa r.e. is currently proceeding with further expert reports to 

inform a planning application. Expert reports are being conducted for: 

• Planning and consultation

• Landscape and Visual

• Flora and Fauna

• Acoustics
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• Traffic Management  

• Aeronautical 

• Geotechnical 

• Heritage  

• Electromagnetic Interference  

What is the timeframe for the project?  

Timing for the project is influenced by a range of factors, however a broad program is 

as follows: 

- We expect to lodge a planning permit application in early 2020 subject to the 

timing and findings of expert assessments. 

- Securing other regulatory permissions and reaching Financial Close 1 to 2 years 

after planning permission.  

- Construction is expected to take between 1 and 2 years. 

What type of manpower will BayWa r.e require during the feasibility, 
construction and operation stages of the wind farm?  

Feasibility and planning stages for the project will be covered by existing staff and 

consultants. 

Construction and Commissioning staff can only be determined once the design 

parameters have been finalised however this is likely to require 40-60 people. 

Once the wind farm is operational there will be an Operations and Maintenance 

requirement. Based on other wind farms, this requires around 10-12 full time staff.  

What is the noise from the wind farm like?  

Pre construction noise monitoring will be undertaken in the coming months. The wind 

farm has to comply with the noise regulations. The Jung township is located around 

3km from the project, and the noise will be well below the allowable noise limits. 
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What would be the expectancy of the life span of the wind farm? 

The wind farm has a lifetime expectancy of 25 years, after which can be repowered or 

decommissioned. 

Would there possibly be a stage 3?  

Grid capacity constraints are the main hurdle to a larger facility. BayWa is not 

considering a larger facility at this point in time and therefore stage 3 is highly unlikely. 

Does the project include a substation to connect to the grid?  

Yes, a substation will be required that will be within the wind farm envelope. The 

location has not yet been decided.  

What is proposed as part of the Community Benefits scheme? 

As part of the wind farm development it is important to BayWa r.e. that the local 

community also benefits directly from having a wind farm in their region. The 

landowners hosting the turbines are all paid for substations, wind turbines and 

hardstands on their land.  

As part of the development, BayWa r.e. will initiate a community reference group made 

up of local community members who will guide the distribution of the proposed annual 

Community Fund which is equivalent to $1000 per wind turbine (approximately 

$53,000 per annum).  

After construction is complete (from when all turbines are operational) the Proximity 
Grade 1 benefit will include all habitable dwellings within 2 km of the wind farm. These 

will receive $1500 per annum for each wind turbine that is closer than 2 km to their 

house. 

Additionally, after construction is complete (within 3 months after all turbines are 

operational), BayWa r.e. will begin the process of implementing the Proximity Grade 
2 benefit which will include all dwellings within 3.6 km of a wind turbine. These will 

receive a rooftop solar panel system of 5 kW. If your dwelling is within 3.6 km of a 

turbine but you already have solar panels you can nominate a relative’s dwelling (not 
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necessarily in the region) and we will install solar panels on their house. If neither of 

these options are appropriate we will pay to you the equivalent value for the 5 kW 

system being $5,500.  

A 5 kW solar system will supply the approximate equivalent of the average household 

requirement of free green electricity for the life of the wind farm.  

Further Questions 

We are always happy to provide further information. Please contact Fi Cotter, our 

planning and engagement consultant on 0408 587 095 or 

fi.cotter@energyforms.com.au if you have any questions regarding this project.  

For more information about BayWa r.e. and specific projects please visit our website 

at baywa-re.com.au/en/projects, call us on +61 3 9429 5629, or email us at 

info@baywa-re.com.au. 

We will update our FAQ sheets as needed and include these in regular Newsletters.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Peter Lausberg 

Head of Development  
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