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1.0 Introduction and Background 

1.1 Introduction 

The Property and Development Services Unit of Currie & Brown have prepared this report on 

behalf of Nunawading Christian College to accompany the submission of an application for the 

development of an upgraded Early Learning Centre. 

This report contains a strategic assessment of the proposed permit amendment application with 

accompanying technical reports to demonstrate that the proposed development and vegetation 

removal meets the requirements of the Whitehorse Planning Scheme. 
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2.0 Site Analysis 

2.1 Subject Site and Surrounding Environs 

The subject site is located approximately 400m west of Nunawading Railway Station and 

Shopping Centre, and approximately 1.75km east of Blackburn Railway Station.   

The land is described as Lot 2 PS 737975T.  The lot has an area of 8.18ha and includes the SDA 

Administration Building as well as the school campus. 

The proposal does not breach any restrictions on title. 

See Figures 1 and 2 Location Map and Aerial Photograph below. 

 

Figure 1: Location Map 

The Nunawading Christian College is in the north-east corner of the land and comprises a Primary 

and Secondary school with an Early Learning Centre.  Access is provided from Central Road with 

additional parking accessed from Laughlin Avenue. 
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Figure 2: Aerial Photograph of site (Nearmap 17/03/24) 

The site adjoins the Melbourne to Belgrave/Lilydale railway line and associated rail trail to the north 

and residential properties to the east.  The site adjoins buildings associated with the Nunawading 

Christian College to the south and west.  Appendix A includes photographs of the site and 

immediate area. 
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3.0 Proposal 

The application includes: 

▪ Demolition of an existing dwelling and portable classroom. 

▪ The development of a replacement Education Centre (Early Learning Centre) with one additional 

classroom. 

▪ The Education Centre is ancillary to the existing Nunawading Christian School and will be 

operated and managed by the school. 

▪ 33 additional students 

▪ Currently the ELC has 16 staff equivalent to 8.4 FTE, including for administration and educators.  

Proposed staffing for the upgraded site will be 20 staff equivalent to 12.2 FTE.  The FTE is the 

relative indicator in terms of parking requirements as staff operate on different loadings and only 

FTE staff noted would be on site at any given time. This would correspond to currently 9 FTE and 

proposed 13 FTE. 

▪ Construction of a new entry gate. 

▪ Removal of vegetation. 

 

Figure 3: Proposed site plan 
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Figure 4: Proposed Elevations 
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4.0 Relevant Policy 

4.1 Planning Policy Framework 

Clause 11.01-1S Settlement To promote the sustainable growth and development of Victoria and 

deliver choice and opportunity for all Victorians through a network of settlements.  This includes 

focusing investment and growth in Metropolitan Melbourne. 

Clause 11.01-1R Settlement-Metropolitan Melbourne: The strategies include maintaining a 

permanent urban growth boundary. 

Clause 11.02-1S Supply of Urban Land: To ensure a sufficient supply of land is available for 

residential, commercial, retail, industrial, recreational, institutional and other community uses. 

Clause 12.01-2S Native Vegetation Management: To ensure that there is no net loss to 

biodiversity as a result of the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. 

Clause 15.01-1S Urban design: to create urban environments that are safe, healthy, functional 

and enjoyable and that contribute to a sense of place and cultural identity. 

Clause 15.01-1R Urban design-Metropolitan Melbourne: To create a distinctive and liveable city 

with quality design and amenity. 

Clause 15.01-4S Healthy Neighbourhoods: To achieve neighbourhoods that foster healthy and 

active living and community wellbeing. 

Clause 15.01-4R Healthy neighbourhoods-Metropolitan Melbourne: establishes the strategy to 

create a city of 20 minute neighbourhoods. 

Clause 15.01-5S Neighbourhood Character: To recognise, support and protect neighbourhood 

character, cultural identity, and sense of place. 

Clause 19.02-2S Education facilities: To assist the integration of education and early childhood 

facilities with local and regional communities.  The associated strategies include: 

▪ Consider demographic trends, existing and future demand requirements and the integration of 

facilities into communities in planning for the location of education and early childhood facilities. 

▪ Locate childcare, kindergarten and primary school facilities to maximise access by public 

transport and safe walking and cycling routes. 

▪ Ensure childcare, kindergarten and primary school and secondary school facilities provide safe 

vehicular drop-off zones. 

▪ Facilitate the establishment and expansion of primary and secondary education facilities to meet 

the existing and future education needs of communities.  

▪ Recognise that primary and secondary education facilities are different to dwellings in their 

purpose and function and can have different built form (including height, scale and mass). 
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4.2 Municipal Strategic Statement 

Clause 21.05 Environment: Council’s Environment Strategy is based on the principle that the 

environmentally sensitive assets of the City will be protected and enhanced. 

Clause 21.06-7 Non-Residential Uses: Ensuring non-residential uses are designed in a way that 
integrates these uses and their built form into their residential environments and that there is no 
detriment to the community or the surrounding residential amenity. 

4.3 Local Planning Policies 

Clause 22.03 Residential Development including 22.03-6 Nominated large sites 

 

The site is within a Bush Environment Character area.  It is also one of three nominated large 

sites.  The preferred character is to provide for the development of these sites for residential and 

institutional purposes through a site layout and built form which is subservient to the landscape 

character. In considering any permit application for development, including subdivision, 

consideration should be given to the Statement of nature and key elements of the landscape and 

the objectives of the Significant Landscape Overlay – Schedule 5 that applies to these sites and 

the Statement of Environmental Significance and environmental objectives of the Environmental 

Significance Overlay – Schedule 1 for the property at 131-173 Central Road, Nunawading. 

 

Figure 5: Character Precinct Type Plan Extract 
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Clause 22.04 Tree Conservation: The retention of existing trees and the provision of sufficient 

space for regeneration and replanting are therefore key strategies to preserve and enhance the 

amenity of the City. 

 

Clause 22.05 Non-Residential Uses in Residential areas: Clause 21.06 Housing recognises that 

there is a legitimate need for non-residential uses in residential areas to serve the needs of the 

local community. These uses however have potential to adversely impact upon the amenity of 

residential areas if they are poorly designed or located. It is important that these non-residential 

uses provide a net community benefit and are designed to integrate into the residential 

environment with minimal impact on residential amenity. They should be in a highly accessible 

location and the traffic that they generate needs to be compatible with the role and function of the 

street and the surrounding area. 

 

Clause 22.10 Environmentally Sustainable Development: Whitehorse City Council is committed 

to creating an environmentally sustainable city. Critical to achieving this commitment is for 

development to meet appropriate environmental design standards. This policy aims to integrate 

environmental sustainability principles into land-use planning, new developments and 

redevelopment of existing infrastructure. 

 

The policy requires a Sustainable Design Assessment such as BESS or Storm. 
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5.0 Planning Scheme Provisions 

5.1 Neighbourhood Residential Zone – Schedule 1  

The land is within the Neighbourhood Residential Zone.  The purpose of the zone is: 

▪ To implement the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework. 

▪ To recognise areas of predominantly single and double storey residential development. 

▪ To manage and ensure that development respects the identified neighbourhood character, 

heritage, environmental or landscape characteristics. 

▪ To allow educational, recreational, religious, community and a limited range of other non-

residential uses to serve local community needs in appropriate locations. 

The schedule to the zone does not contain neighbourhood character objectives to be achieved 

for the area. 

An Education Centre, which includes a childcare centre and kindergarten, is an unspecified 

discretionary use in the zone.  A permit is also required under Clause 32.09-10 to construct a 

building or construct and carry out works for a Section 2 use under Clause 32.09-2. 

Clauses 32.09-12 and 32.09-14 outline application requirements and decision guidelines.  

Additional, application requirements and decision guidelines are included in Clauses 6.0 and 7.0 

of the Schedule. 

 

Figure 6: Zone Map 
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5.2 Environmental Significance Overlay – Schedule 1 

The land is within an Environmental Significance Overlay – Schedule 1.  The purpose of the 

overlay is: 

▪ To implement the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework. 

▪ To identify areas where the development of land may be affected by environmental constraints. 

▪ To ensure that development is compatible with identified environmental values. 

Clause 42.01-2 requires a permit to construct a building or works unless exempted by the 

schedule.  A permit is also required to remove vegetation unless exempted by the schedule. 

Clause 3.0 of the schedule does not exempt buildings and works from the need for a permit.  The 

provision exempts vegetation removal if one of the following applies: 

▪ Dead or dying to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 

▪ Non-native vegetation. 

▪ Included in the Incorporated Document titled "The City of Whitehorse Environmental Weed List 

2007." 

Clause 5.0 of Schedule 5 outlines decision guidelines. 

5.3 Significant Landscape Overlay – Schedules 5  

The Significant Landscape Overlay Schedule 5 applies to the site as shown in Figure 14 below.  

The purpose of the overlay is as follows: 

▪ To implement the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework. 

▪ To identify significant landscapes. 

▪ To conserve and enhance the character of significant landscapes. 

A permit is required to construct buildings and works unless exempted by the schedule.  

Vegetation removal requires a permit if specified in the relevant schedule. 

Schedule 5 applies to three nominated large sites including 131-173 Central Road Nunawading 

(the subject land). 

Clause 2.0 includes general and specific landscape objectives to be achieved.  The specific 

objectives also include appropriate design responses.  The design responses include: 

▪ Retention of native and exotic trees where possible. 

▪ Buildings to be setback 4m from any vegetation that requires a permit for removal unless the 

existing ground level or topography is not altered. 

▪ Site coverage 33%. 

▪ Total hard surface and site coverage 50%. 

▪ Works comprising impervious areas 17%. 

▪ Setbacks 9m from front, 6m from rear and 1.2m from side boundaries. 

▪ Building height below canopy and no higher than 2 storeys or 9 metres. 

▪ Provide space for trees and vegetation. 

▪ Building materials should use earthy tones. 

A permit is required to remove, destroy, or lop a tree unless: 

▪ The tree has a single trunk circumference of 0.5 metre or less at a height of one metre above the 

ground level.  
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▪ The pruning of a tree for regeneration or ornamental shaping. 

▪ A tree which is dead or dying to the satisfaction of the responsible authority. 

5.4 Development Contributions Plan Overlay – Schedule 1 

The purpose of the Development Contributions Plan Overlay is: 

▪ To implement the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework. 

▪ To identify areas which require the preparation of a development contributions plan for the 

purpose of levying contributions for the provision of works, services and facilities before 

development can commence. 

Schedule 1 applies the relevant contribution rates for the Whitehorse Development Contributions 

Plan, including the subject site. 

The site is within Precinct 4 and as the site is occupied by a non-government school the proposal 

is exempt from the requirement to pay a contribution. 

The extent of the overlays is shown in Figure 5 below. 

 

Figure 7: Overlays Map 
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5.5 Clause 52.06 Car Parking 

The purpose of the clause is: 

▪ To ensure that car parking is provided in accordance with the Municipal Planning Strategy and the 

Planning Policy Framework. 

▪ To ensure the provision of an appropriate number of car parking spaces having regard to the 

demand likely to be generated, the activities on the land and the nature of the locality. 

▪ To support sustainable transport alternatives to the motor car. 

▪ To promote the efficient use of car parking spaces through the consolidation of car parking 

facilities. 

▪ To ensure that car parking does not adversely affect the amenity of the locality. 

▪ To ensure that the design and location of car parking is of a high standard, creates a safe 

environment for users and enables easy and efficient use. 

The Clause requires the provision of car parking associated with an increase in the floor area of 

an existing use. 

A childcare centre has a rate of 0.22 spaces per child. 

A permit is required to reduce the car parking provision. 

5.6 Clause 52.17 Native vegetation 

The purpose of Clause 52.17 is: 

▪ To ensure that there is no net loss to biodiversity as a result of the removal, destruction or lopping 

of native vegetation.  This is achieved by applying the following three step approach in 

accordance with the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation 

(Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017) (the Guidelines):  

1. Avoids removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. 

2. Minimise impacts from the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation that cannot be 

avoided.  

3. Provide an offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact if a permit is granted to remove, 

destroy or lop native vegetation.  

▪ To manage the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation to minimise land and water 

degradation. 

A permit is required to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation in the absence of a Native 

vegetation precinct plan or which is exempt by the table to Clause 52.17-7. 

An application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must comply with the application 

requirements specified in the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native 

vegetation. 

5.7 Clause 52.34 Bicycle Facilities 

The purpose of the clause is: 

▪ To encourage cycling as a mode of transport. 

▪ To provide secure, accessible and convenient bicycle parking spaces and associated shower and 

change facilities. 

The provision requires the provision of bicycle facilities for an increase in the floor area of an 

existing use. 
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It is noted that an education centre excludes a childcare centre from the table to the clause.  

There is no separate rate for a childcare centre. 

5.8 Clause 53.19 Non-Government Schools 

The purpose of the clause is: 

▪ To facilitate new non-government schools. 

▪ To facilitate upgrades and extensions to existing non-government schools. 

The provision applies to an application under any provision of the scheme to use and develop 

land for an education centre that is ancillary to, carried out in conjunction with, and on the same 

land as a primary or secondary school. 

The application is exempt from the decision and review requirements of the Planning and 

Environment Act. 

5.9 Clause 63 Existing Uses 

An existing use is established if the use was lawfully carried out immediately before the approval 

date.  The school was founded in 1962 and the current Whitehorse Planning Scheme was 

gazetted on 5 August 1999.  Additionally, the school has been operating for sixty-two (62) years 

and several permits have been issued for different buildings, the car park in Laughlin Avenue, 

and the oval. 

5.10 Clause 65 Decision Guidelines 

Clause 65 outlines matters to be considered, as appropriate in assessing an application. 

5.11 Clause 66.02 Referrals 

An application for an education centre is required to be referred to the Head Transport for 

Victoria.  The referral authority is a determining authority. 

5.12 Clause 72.01-1 Minister is Responsible Authority 

The Minister is the responsible Authority for an application for: 

▪ Primary school or secondary school, or education centre that is ancillary to, carried out in 

conjunction with, and on the same land or contiguous land in the same ownership as, a primary 

school or secondary school, if any of the following apply: 

­ There is no existing primary school or secondary school on the land. 

­ The estimated cost of development is $3 million or greater. 
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6.0 Assessment and Justification 

6.1 What are the Permit Triggers 

The subject site is within the Neighbourhood Residential Zone Schedule 1 (NRZ1) and the 

following overlays: 

▪ Environmental Significance Overlay Schedule 1 (ESO1). 

▪ Significant Landscape Overlay Schedule 5 (SLO5). 

The applicable permit triggers are: 

▪ To construct a building and works associated with a Section 2 use under Clause 32.09-10 

(NRZ1). 

▪ To construct a building and works and remove the vegetation under ESO1 shown in the table 

below. 

▪ To construct a fence in the ESO1. 

▪ To construct a building and works and remove vegetation under SLO5 shown in the table below. 

▪ To construct a fence in the SLO5 that is within 4m of a tree having a trunk circumference of 0.5m 

or less at 1m above ground level. 

▪ To remove three (3) scattered native trees under Clause 52.17. 

▪ To construct buildings and works under Clause 63.05. 

 

Tree ESO1 SLO5 52.17 

1 Y Y Y 

2 N Y N 

3 (Group) N N N 

4 N Y N 

5 N Y N 

6 N Y N 

7 N N N 

8 N Y N 

9 (VicTrack land) N N N 

10 N N N 

13 N Y N 

14 N Y N 

15 N Y N 

16 N Y N 

17 N N N 

18 (2 Trees) N N N 

19 N N N 

20 (2 Trees) N N N 

21 N N N 
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22 (Group) N N N 

23 (Group) Y Y N 

24 (Group) Y N N 

25 (2 Trees) Y N N 

26 Y Y N 

27 N Y N 

28 Y Y Y 

29 Y Y Y 

30 N Y N 

31 N Y N 

32 N Y N 

Table 1: Vegetation permit triggers 

6.2 Planning Policy Framework 

It is submitted that the concept of constructing an upgraded Early Learning Centre is consistent 

with the broad directions set by State policies.  The facility provides additional childcare facilities 

in a middle suburb, close to activity centres and a train station. 

It enhances the offering at the existing education centre. 

The proposal is consistent with the objective of Clause 19.02-2S as it maintains the integration of 

education and early child facilities within the local community.   

Council has prepared a Kindergarten Infrastructure and Services Plan.  This plan provides 

guidance for future early learning facilities for both Council and not for profit proposals.  The plan 

provides a demographic analysis of the Whitehorse population and establishes demand for future 

early childhood facilities and places.  The demographic analysis indicates that the suburbs of 

Mitcham, Nunawading and Blackburn contain the highest proportion of 0-4 year olds within the 

municipality.  It is noted also that between 2016 and 2013 there is forecast to be a 18.3% 

increase in the 0-4 year old cohort for the municipality as a whole.  The findings of the 

demographic assessment for unmet demand are as follows: 

“Over the period of Government's kindergarten reform (2022-2029), there are five sectors of the 

municipality where there is potential projected unmet demand for sessional kindergarten. This 

indicates where the number of children forecast cannot be accommodated in existing sessional 

facilities when two years of 15 hours is implemented. Using DET assumptions around 

incremental service roll-out from five hours in 2022 to 15 hours by 2029, this unmet demand is 

identified to become an issue in: 

1 North East Sector (Nunawading & Mitcham):  in 2025/26 unmet demand is projected at 23 

places rising to 165 places in 2029 (3 small or 2 large kindergarten rooms).” (Kindergarten 

Infrastructure and Services Plan p12 refers) 

It is submitted that the assessment above addresses the relevant strategies of considering 

demographic trends to meet future demands and to facilitate the expansion of the facility. 

Council’s Manager Health and Family Services has confirmed support for the proposal as the 

facility “will assist in meeting increasing kindergarten demand in the Nunawading SA2 and we 

therefore support the grant application.” (Correspondence 3 May 2024.).  A copy is included in 

Appendix D. 



Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
15 October 2024 

 
 

 
507417 www.curriebrown.com  |  page 17 

The policy framework also requires the consideration of the character of the area.  It is submitted 

that the various parts of Clause 22.03 do create potential ambiguity in how the different 

provisions should be read.  That is because of the way in which the review site is identified in a 

Limited Change Area and a Bushland Environment character precinct whilst also nominated as 

one of three large sites where a separate desired future character is provided.  It is submitted it 

would be illogical to try and apply the outcomes sought for land in the Limited Change and 

Bushland Environment character areas when the character outcomes sought for this large site 

are different.  Specifically, the desired future character for the nominated large site is: 

“The properties at 1 Lake Road, Blackburn, 131-173 Central Road, Nunawading and 57-67 

Central Road, Blackburn are located within the Blackburn Lake environs.  Each site is presently 

used for institutional purposes including aged care accommodation and education facilities.  

While these uses must be supported for their contribution to the community, these sites also 

have the possibility to make a significant contribution to the future residential housing stock. 

Each site makes a contribution to the special character of the Blackburn Lake Surrounds 

because of its location and landscape qualities.  The landscape significance of the Blackburn 

Lake Surrounds is attributed to the quality of the environment, which includes vegetation notable 

for its height, density, maturity and high proportion of indigenous trees, which it is sought to retain 

and enhance. 

… 

The preferred future character is to provide for the development of these sites for residential and 

institutional purposes through a site layout and built form which is subservient to the landscape 

character.  In considering any permit application for development, including subdivision, 

consideration should be given to the Statement of nature and key elements of the landscape and 

the objectives of the Significant Landscape Overlay – Schedule 5 that applies to these sites and 

the Statement of Environmental Significance and environmental objectives of the Environmental 

Significance Overlay – Schedule 1 for the property at 131-173 Central Road, Nunawading ….” 

(Clause 22.03-6 refers) 

It is noted that the site layout and built form should be subservient to the landscape character.  

The site is in the north-east corner of the site and clearly forms part of the existing education 

facility as well as the more urbanised area of Nunawading.  The proposed single storey building 

on an area already occupied by buildings is an appropriate response to the preferred character of 

the site outlined above and is consistent with the existing institutional use and development. 

It is submitted that the proposed development is located on a site, which already contains 

buildings and is an area with limited space to construct the new building and retain vegetation.  

The vegetation has either been planted or are not a key part of the Valley Heathy Forest EVC. 

It is also submitted that the extent of vegetation removal is consistent with the need to provide 

safe spaces for children to play. 

The application is supported by a landscape plan, which provides for appropriate replacement 

planting. 

It is submitted that the proposed development is consistent with the policy at Clause 22.04. 

The proposal is also an appropriate response to the Non-Residential uses in Residential Areas 

policy at Clause 22.05.  The proposed development retains the building within the existing 

footprint of the school and does not intrude into the adjoining residential area.  The built form is 

single storey and domestic in character.  An appropriate landscape plan is submitted with the 

application to provide replacement planting.  An adequate provision is made for car parking. 
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It is submitted that the proposal is consistent with the policy framework of the Whitehorse 

Planning Scheme. 

6.3 Neighbourhood Residential Zone – Schedule 1 

The existing approved early learning centre is within the Neighbourhood Residential Zone 

Schedule 1. 

The purpose of the zone includes allowing educational uses to serve local community needs in 

appropriate locations. 

An early learning centre including a kindergarten is a form of education centre use and 

development. 

The proposed facility is appropriately separated from adjoining residential areas by the proposed 

car park as well as the location of the buildings towards the north-east corner of the school 

premises well setback from adjoining residential areas. 

An assessment of the proposal is provided in the following table. 

Decision Guidelines Proposal 

General  

The Municipal Planning Strategy and the 

Planning Policy Framework. 

This is addressed above. 

The purpose of this zone. This is addressed above. 

The objectives set out in a schedule to this 

zone. 

There are no objectives in the zone schedule. 

The decision guidelines specified in the 

schedule to this zone: 

▪ Whether the vegetation in the street setback 

will contribute to the preferred 

neighbourhood character and the public 

realm. 

▪ The potential for trees and vegetation to be 

provided between dwellings on the same 

site. 

▪ Whether there is sufficient permeable space 

that is not encumbered by an easement to 

enable the planting of canopy trees. 

▪ Development should provide for the 

retention and/or planting of trees, where 

these are part of the character of the 

neighbourhood. 

The proposed building is sited to provide 

appropriate landscape areas for the planting 

of canopy trees. 

A landscape plan is lodged with the 

application. 

The impact of overshadowing on existing 

rooftop solar energy systems on dwellings on 

adjoining lots in a General Residential Zone, 

Mixed Use Zone, Neighbourhood Residential 

Zone, Residential Growth Zone or Township 

Zone 

The proposed building does not overshadow 

any existing rooftop solar energy systems on 

dwellings on adjoining lots. 
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Non-residential use and development  

Whether the use or development is 

compatible with residential use. 

The facility is in the north-east corner of an 

existing school site.  It is well separated from 

adjoining residential properties and is 

compatible with the residential area. 

Whether the use generally serves local 

community needs. 

The use will provide upgraded early learning 

and childcare facilities for the local 

community. 

The scale and intensity of the use and 

development. 

The intensity is consistent with the existing 

school.  The design and layout are consistent 

with the scale of the school. 

The design, height, setback and appearance 

of the proposed buildings and works. 

The building has a maximum height of 5.75 

metres.  The appearance is consistent with 

the balance of the school. 

The building will not be visually dominant.  

The proposed landscaping. The proposed landscaping provides 

appropriate screening from the railway line 

and adjoining residential properties. 

The provision of car and bicycle parking and 

associated accessways. 

This matter is addressed by the enclosed` 

Traffic Management Plan and in the following 

sections. 

Any proposed loading and refuse collection 

facilities. 

The ELC will utilise the existing loading and 

refuse collection facilities for the school. 

The safety, efficiency and amenity effects of 

traffic to be generated by the proposal. 

The traffic to be generated by the proposed 

use can be accommodated on-site and within 

Laughlin Avenue. 

Table 2: Clause 32.08-13 Assessment Table 

It is submitted that the proposal is an appropriate use and development in the Neighbourhood 

Residential Zone. 

6.4 Environmental Significance Overlay – Schedule 1 

The overlay was applied to protect areas of remnant Valley Heathy Forest.  These areas are 

located predominantly outside the school site.  The subject site is highly modified with school 

buildings and a playground as well as an existing dwelling. 

It contains some scattered trees as well as planted vegetation for landscape purposes. 

These trees are inappropriate for a school setting and require continual maintenance to ensure 

the protection of students and buildings. 

A landscape plan is lodged with the application to provide appropriate replacement planting. 

The high habitat vegetation areas are avoided by the siting of the proposed building, which is 

sited and designed to protect the key conservation areas. 

The site is not on slopes greater than 20 percent nor within 30 metres of a watercourse. 
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It is submitted that the proposed building and vegetation removal is consistent with the overlay 

provisions. 

The application is supported by and relies on the Development Impact Assessment report by 

Arbor Survey dated 03 June 2024. 

6.5 Significant Landscape Overlay – Schedule 5 

A permit is required to remove the trees listed in Table 1 above and the building and works also 

require a permit. 

The table below provides the assessment of the application against the landscape objectives. 

Landscape objective Response 

To retain and enhance the vegetation 

dominated vistas, streetscapes and sites, 

through ensuring the dominance of native 

vegetation cover. 

The ELC site is in the north-eastern corner of 

the school site.  It does not have exposure to 

the key vista of Central Road or streetscape 

to Blackburn Lake. 

Vegetation is not a dominant feature of the 

school site. 

Proposed site coverage is 21% and 

impervious area of 57%.  The total of site 

coverage and hard surface is 78%.  This is a 

reduction of 1% on the existing total and is 

reflective of the institutional nature of the use 

recognised by the character statement in 

Clause 22.03. 

To ensure that new development enhances 

and respects the vegetation and landscape 

qualities of the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary and 

surrounding residential area. 

The site does not adjoin or impact the 

landscape qualities of the Blackburn Lake 

Sanctuary  

To provide for the retention and planting of tall 

trees in keeping with the bush environment 

and habitat values. 

The site is more open and has a higher site 

coverage of buildings consistent with a school 

and urban environment rather than bush 

landscape of the balance of the property. 

To encourage the development of 

sympathetic buildings within an envelope, 

which ensures the maintenance of tree cover 

as a key feature of the site. 

The building will be subservient to vegetation. 

To ensure that all setbacks are well 

vegetated. 

Appropriate landscape areas are provided, 

and a landscape plan is lodged with the 

application. 

To ensure that buildings and works retain an 

inconspicuous profile and do not dominate the 

landscape. 

The building will be subservient to vegetation. 

To ensure that development is compatible 

with the character of the area. 

The building will be compatible with the 

school and adjoining residential area. 
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To ensure that the perimeter trees are 

protected and enhanced where possible, and 

if necessary their replacement is appropriately 

managed. 

Appropriate replacement vegetation can be 

provided consistent with a school location as 

shown in the submitted landscape plan. 

Specific Objectives: 

▪ To retain and increase the native and 

indigenous vegetation on site. 

▪ To ensure development sits within a 

landscaped environment and does not 

dominate the landscape. 

Appropriate landscaping using native 

vegetation can be provided to ensure the 

single storey building is subservient to the 

landscape of the area. 

Table 3: Significant Landscape Overlay Assessment Table 

It is submitted that the proposed building and vegetation removal is consistent with the overlay 

provisions. 

The application is supported by and relies on the Development Impact Assessment report by 

Arbor Survey dated 03 June 2024. 

6.6 Development Contributions Overlay 

Clause 45.06-1 requires that any permit granted must: 

▪ Be consistent with the provisions of the relevant development contributions plan. 

▪ Include any conditions required to give effect to any contributions or levies imposed, conditions or 

requirements set out in the relevant schedule to this overlay. 

Schedule 1 applies the relevant contribution rates for the Whitehorse Development Contributions 

Plan, including the subject site. 

The site is within Precinct 4 and as the site is occupied by a non-government school the proposal 

is exempt from the requirement to pay a contribution. 

6.7 Clause 52.06 

The Clause requires the provision of car parking associated with an increase in the floor area of 

an existing use. 

A childcare centre has a rate of 0.22 spaces per child. 

A permit is required to reduce the car parking provision. 

There is an existing ELC on site, which accommodates 66 students.  The proposed building 

includes one additional room with 33 students.  The proposal requires the provision of an 

additional 7 spaces.  The application includes 9 spaces which satisfies the car parking 

requirements of Clause 52.06. 

The application is supported by and relies on the Traffic Impact Assessment Report for 161 

Central Road, Nunawading (Nunawading Christian College) Proposed Early Learning Centre by 

Quantum Traffic dated 20/05/2024.  The report concludes as follows: 

“Having undertaken all tasks necessary to adequately assess the traffic engineering impacts of 

the proposed Early Learning Centre at 161 Central Road, Nunawading (Nunawading Christan 

College), we conclude there are no traffic engineering reasons that would unreasonably preclude 

the issue of a permit, subject to appropriate conditions.” 
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6.8 Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation 

Pursuant to Clause 52.17-1, a permit is required to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation, 

including dead native vegetation.  This does not apply: 

▪ If the table to Clause 52.17-7 specifically states that a permit is not required.  

▪ If a native vegetation precinct plan corresponding to the land is incorporated into this scheme and 

listed in the schedule to Clause 52.16.  

▪ To the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation specified in the schedule to this 

clause. 

Three (3) scattered trees have been identified as being non-planted.  In accordance with Clause 

52.17-2, an application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must comply with the 

application requirements specified in the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of 

native vegetation (Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017) (the 

Guidelines). 

This table provides a response to each of the decision guidelines listed at Section 7 of the 

Guidelines. 

Decision guidelines Response 

Efforts to avoid the removal of, and 
minimise the impacts on, native 
vegetation should be commensurate 
with the biodiversity and other 
values of the native vegetation, and 
should focus on areas of native 
vegetation that have the most value. 
Taking this into account consider 
whether:  

the site has been subject to a 
regional or landscape scale 
strategic planning process that 
appropriately avoided and 
minimised impacts on native 
vegetation 

the proposed use or development 
has been appropriately sited or 
designed to avoid and minimise 
impacts on native vegetation  

feasible opportunities exist to further 
avoid and minimise impacts on 
native vegetation without 
undermining the key objectives of 
the proposal. 

The proposed development is sited on land currently 

developed with a dwelling and classrooms as well as 

playgrounds. 

The new building is sited to protect existing 

vegetation elsewhere on the school site. 

The proposal requires the removal of three scattered 

trees.  Two of these are large, scattered trees and 

none are in a patch. 

The trees would have once formed a patch of Valley 

Heathy Forest EVC.  The area is not considered a 

key art of the EVC and does not have a very high 

habitat value. 

The proposal retains two small scattered trees and 

provides space for replacement planting. 

There is no feasible opportunity to further avoid and 

minimise vegetation removal. 

The role of native vegetation to be 
removed in:  

Protecting water quality and 
waterway and riparian ecosystems, 
particularly within 30 metres of a 

The vegetation does not have a role in relation to 

protection of water quality and preventing soil 

erosion. 



Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
15 October 2024 

 
 

 
507417 www.curriebrown.com  |  page 23 

wetland or waterway in a special 
water supply catchment area listed 
in the Catchment and Land 
Protection Act 1994.  

Preventing land degradation, 
including soil erosion, salination, 
acidity, instability and water logging 
particularly:  

- where ground slopes are more 
than 20 per cent 

 - on land which is subject to soil 
erosion or slippage  

- in harsh environments, such as 
coastal or alpine areas.  

Preventing adverse effects on 
groundwater quality, particularly on 
land: - where groundwater recharge 
to saline water tables occurs - that is 
in proximity to a discharge area - 
that is a known recharge area. 

The need to manage native 
vegetation to preserve identified 
landscape values. 

Vegetation is retained for landscaping. 

Whether any part of the native 
vegetation to be removed, 
destroyed or lopped is protected 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 
2006. 

Vegetation is not protected under the Aboriginal 

Heritage Act. 

The need to remove, destroy or lop 
native vegetation to create 
defendable space to reduce the risk 
of bushfire to life and property, 
having regard to other available 
bushfire risk mitigation measures. 

N/A 

Whether the native vegetation to be 
removed is in accordance with any 
Property Vegetation Plan that 
applies to the site. 

N/A 

Whether an offset that meets the 
offset requirements for the native 
vegetation to be removed has been 
identified and can be secured in 
accordance with the Guidelines. 

Appendix 5 of the Nature Advisory Report lists the 

available offsets. 

For Clause 52.16 applications, 
consider in relation to the native 
vegetation to be removed:  

N/A 
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The purpose and objectives of the 
Native Vegetation Precinct Plan.  

The effect on any native vegetation 
identified for retention in the Native 
Vegetation Precinct Plan.  

The potential for the effectiveness of 
the Native Vegetation Precinct Plan 
to be undermined.  

The potential for the proposed 
development to lead to the loss or 
fragmentation of native vegetation 
identified for retention in the Native 
Vegetation Precinct Plan.  

Offset requirements in the Native 
Vegetation Precinct Plan. 

For applications in both the 
Intermediate and Detailed 
Assessment Pathway only – 
consider the impacts on biodiversity 
based on the following values of the 
native vegetation to be removed: 

The extent.  

The condition score.  

The strategic biodiversity value 
score.  

The number and circumference of 
any large trees. 

Whether it includes an endangered 
Ecological Vegetation Class.  

Whether it includes sensitive 
wetlands or coastal areas. 

Extent (including past clearing): 0.255 ha. 

Condition score: 0.2 

Strategic Biodiversity Value: 0.1 

The number and circumference of large trees: 2 

 

Tree No. Circumference (cm) 

28 314 

29 258 

Any Endangered EVCs: N/A 

Any wetlands: N/A 

For applications in the Detailed 
Assessment Pathway only – 
consider the impacts on habitat for 
rare or threatened species. Where 
native vegetation to be removed is 
habitat for rare or threatened 
species according to the Habitat 
importance maps, consider the 
following:  

The total number of species’ 
habitats.  

The species habitat(s) that require a 
species offset(s).  

N/A 
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The proportional impact of the 
native vegetation removal on the 
total habitat for each species, as 
calculated in section 5.3.1.  

The conservation status of the 
species (per the Advisory Lists 
maintained by DELWP).  

Whether the habitats are highly 
localised habitats, dispersed 
habitats, or important areas of 
habitat within a dispersed species 
habitat. 

Table 4: Clause 52.17 Assessment 

6.9 Clause 52.34 

It is noted that Clause 52.34 provides a rate for the provision of bicycle spaces for an education 

centre.  A childcare centre is excluded from this requirement. 

Accordingly, no spaces are required for the proposed use. 

6.10 Road Network 

The road network is established by the current external road and school layout. 

This includes two way access on Laughlin Avenue to Springvale Road. 

The Traffic Impact Assessment Report for 161 Central Road, Nunawading (Nunawading 
Christian College) Proposed Early Learning Centre by Quantum Traffic dated 20/05/2024 has 
assessed the generation, distribution, and potential impacts of the additional traffic.  The report 
concludes: 
 
“The expected traffic generation is modest in the context of the existing conditions, particularly 
the peak events that occur during school pick-up / drop-off times. From a daily traffic volumes 
perspective, the additional volumes would only contribute to a marginal increase in daily traffic 
volumes. The increase in volume would be imperceptible to the adjacent residential properties.  
 
At the intersection of Springvale Road / Laughlin Avenue, movements are limited to left in / left 
out only which provides for limited capacity constraints. U-turn movements are facilitated 
immediately north and south of the intersection, providing vehicles access in all directions. The 
existing conditions include ‘Keep Clear’ linemarking across all Springvale Road lanes to facilitate 
exit movements from Laughlin Avenue. 
 
Overall, the additional traffic volumes are minor and are likely to occur outside of the existing 
school peak periods. We expect post development conditions on the surrounding road network to 
be similar to the existing conditions.” (Pages 16 and 17 refer) 

6.11 Clause 53.18 

The purpose of the clause is “To ensure that stormwater in urban development, including 

retention and reuse, is managed to mitigate the impacts of stormwater on the environment, 

property and public safety, and to provide cooling, local habitat and amenity benefits.” 
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The provision seeks to maximise the retention and reuse of stormwater, to reduce the impact of 

stormwater on the drainage system, contribute to cooling and prevent contamination of 

waterways during and after construction. 

The proposed best practice water sensitive urban design initiatives for the project are outlined in 

Section 3.4 and Appendix D of the Sustainability Management Plan by Co-Perform dated 31 May 

2024.  This includes an ongoing maintenance program and use of captured stormwater for toilet 

flushing and watering of landscaping.  It also includes the use of rain gardens to collect runoff 

from the proposed car park. 

The management of stormwater during construction can be addressed through a Construction 

Management Plan. 

6.12 Clause 63 Existing Uses 

The current education centre, including the Early Learning Centre, has operated on the land for 

62 years. 

The timeline below summarises the history of the school development.  Appendix E includes a 

list of previous permits and applications for the development of buildings and works associated 

with the existing education centre.  These permits are for buildings and works including an oval 

and new buildings and accordingly the existing education use is accepted. 

1962 – Primary School opened. 

1974 – Secondary School opened. 

1986 – ‘Images’ magazine commenced. 

1989 – Nunawading Adventist College started as a P-12 school after Hawthorn campus students 

moved to Nunawading. 

2000 – School Dedication Nights commenced at the beginning of each year. 

2004 – College Entered the Eastern Independent Schools Melbourne Sports association. 

2004 – Secured campground land for development of oval. 

2005 – Primary & Secondary amalgamated under new name “Nunawading Christian College” 

and adopted new logo. 

2006 – New Art room development. 

2009 – New sports & performance centre development. 

2011 – New NCC oval development completed. 

2015 – Nunawading Early Learning Centre first opened 

2018 – New Science and Library building development. 

2018 – Nunawading Early Learning Centre Expansion 

2023 - 60 Year Anniversary Celebrations 

The proposed use is lawful, and the education use has been in existence since 1962. 

The Early Learning Centre currently operates within an existing building and is shown on the 

master plan submitted with the application plans as part of Stage 6 of the overall development of 

the school.  It is submitted that the Early Learning Centre is integrated with and ancillary to the 

primary and secondary school elements of the Nunawading Christian School Education Centre 

complex. 
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The proposed development is associated with a Section 2 use in the Neighbourhood Residential 

Zone, and it is submitted that the proposal will satisfy all requirements of the scheme with the 

grant of a permit. 

Additionally, the proposal will not damage the amenity of the area. 

6.13 Referral Comments 

The application is required to be referred to Head Transport for Victoria.  It is noted that the 

proposed building forms part of an existing education centre and includes an additional 33 

students. 

6.14 Decision and Review Exemption 

The proposed building and vegetation removal is for an education centre that is ancillary to, 

carried out in conjunction with, and is on the same land as a primary and secondary school. 

Accordingly, it is exempt from the decision and review provisions of the Act under Clause 53.19. 

6.15 Clause 65 Decision Guidelines 

It is noted that while a permit can be issued as proposed it must still be assessed under the 

provisions of Clause 65.01.  A response to these provisions is provided in the table below: 

Scheme Provision Response 

The matters set out in section 60 of the Act. These matters are addressed above. 

Any significant effects the environment, 

including the contamination of land, may 

have on the use or development.  

The environment will not affect the proposed 

development and use. 

The site is not contaminated. 

The Municipal Planning Strategy and the 

Planning Policy Framework. 

This matter is addressed above. 

The purpose of the zone, overlay or other 

provision. 

An Education Centre including an Early 

Learning Centre is an appropriate use in the 

Neighbourhood Residential Zone.  The 

proposed use and development are consistent 

with the applicable Environmental Significance 

and Significant Landscape Overlays. 

The proposal is also consistent with the current 

use of the site. 

Any matter required to be considered in the 

zone, overlay or other provision. 

These matters are addressed above. 

The orderly planning of the area. The site is currently used as an Education 

Centre that comprises an Early Learning 

Centre, Primary and Secondary school. 

The proposal provides an upgraded building for 

the existing Early Learning Centre.  It includes 

an additional room for another 33 students and 

additional car parking. 
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The effect on the environment, human 

health and amenity of the area. 

The ELC is part of an established school 

adjoining a road. 

The proposed development and use will not 

impact the environment, amenity, or human 

health of the area. 

The proximity of the land to any public land. The site adjoins a Council road and a railway 

reservation and will not impact the use of the 

road or railway. 

Factors likely to cause or contribute to land 

degradation, salinity or reduce water quality. 

The proposal will not reduce water quality or 

contribute to land degradation. 

Whether the proposed development is 

designed to maintain or improve the quality 

of stormwater within and exiting the site. 

It is proposed to provide tanks connected to the 

roof.  The tanks will assist in the management 

and reuse of stormwater. 

The extent and character of native 

vegetation and the likelihood of its 

destruction. 

The assessment of the vegetation is addressed 

above and in the supporting arborist report. 

Whether native vegetation is to be or can be 

protected, planted or allowed to regenerate. 

The assessment of the vegetation is addressed 

above and in the supporting arborist report. 

The degree of flood, erosion or fire hazard 

associated with the location of the land and 

the use, development or management of the 

land so as to minimise any such hazard. 

The site is not subject to flood, erosion, or fire 

hazard. 

The adequacy of loading and unloading 

facilities and any associated amenity, traffic 

flow and road safety impacts. 

There is no alteration to loading and unloading 

areas. 

All parking and access to the ELC can be 

undertaken within the existing car park or on-

site without impact on the adjoining road 

network. 

The impact the use or development will 

have on the current and future development 

and operation of the transport system. 

The proposed use and development will not 

impact the existing or future transport system. 

Table 5: Clause 65.01 Assessment 

It is submitted that the application substantially addresses the Decision Guidelines in Clause 

65.01 and should be approved. 

  



Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
15 October 2024 

 
 

 
507417 www.curriebrown.com  |  page 29 

7.0 Conclusion and Application 

7.1 Conclusion 

The proposal is relatively minor in nature and will not impact the amenity or enjoyment of the 

surrounding area.   

The proposed additional students can be managed appropriately to minimise impacts to the 

adjoining residential area.  Similarly, any impacts associated with the proposed development to 

surrounding property owners can be controlled through appropriate permit conditions.  It is 

expected that the impacts will be negligible to surrounding landowners. 

The application has been assessed to be in full accordance with the Planning Policy Framework, 

the Neighbourhood Residential Zone, and applicable overlays.  Sufficient parking is provided in 

accordance with Clause 52.06.  The planning permit should be approved to enable the 

development of the upgraded ELC. 

7.2 Application 

It is respectfully requested that the Minister for Planning consider the application for the ELC and 

vegetation removal and grant a permit. 
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Appendices 

 

  



Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
15 October 2024 

 
 

 
507417 www.curriebrown.com  |  page 31 

Appendix A – Photographs  
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Figure 8: 1B Laughlin Avenue 

 

Figure 9: Boundary of 161 Central Road and 1B Laughlin Avenue 
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Figure 10: Existing Playground 

 

Figure 11: Existing Portables 
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Figure 12: Existing Conditions on northern boundary 

 

Figure 13: Existing View from railway line 
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Figure 14: Existing ELC entry 

 

Figure 15: Existing ELC from Laughlin Avenue car park 
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Figure 16: Existing off street car park Laughlin Avenue 

 

Figure 17: 1 and 3 Laughlin Avenue 
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Appendix B - Title 

  



VOLUME 11950 FOLIO 847                            Security no :  124116200055V
                                                  Produced 28/06/2024 11:18 AM

LAND DESCRIPTION

Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 737975T.
PARENT TITLES :
Volume 07861 Folio 181     Volume 09975 Folio 265
Created by instrument PS737975T 19/01/2018

REGISTERED PROPRIETOR

Estate Fee Simple
Sole Proprietor
    AUSTRALASIAN CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION LTD of 148 FOX VALLEY ROAD WAHROONGA NSW
    2076
    PS737975T 19/01/2018

ENCUMBRANCES, CAVEATS AND NOTICES

MORTGAGE  AQ618619W 09/01/2018
    WESTPAC BANKING CORPORATION

CAVEAT as to part AS866004H 03/01/2020
    Caveator
    TELSTRA CORPORATION LTD
    Grounds of Claim
    LEASE WITH THE FOLLOWING PARTIES AND DATE.
    Parties
    THE REGISTERED PROPRIETOR(S)
    Date
    26/08/2019
    Estate or Interest
    LEASEHOLD ESTATE
    Prohibition
    UNLESS I/WE CONSENT IN WRITING
    Lodged by
    CORNWALLS
    Notices to
    CORNWALLS of LEVEL 10 114 WILLIAM STREET MELBOURNE VIC 3000

CAVEAT as to part AX286876K 23/09/2023
    Caveator
    UNITED ENERGY DISTRIBUTION PTY LTD
    Grounds of Claim
    LEASE WITH THE FOLLOWING PARTIES AND DATE.
    Parties
    THE REGISTERED PROPRIETOR(S)
    Date
    07/12/2022
    Estate or Interest
    LEASEHOLD ESTATE
    Prohibition
    UNLESS AN INSTRUMENT IS EXPRESSED TO BE SUBJECT TO MY/OUR CLAIM
    Lodged by
    O'DONNELL SALZANO LAWYERS
    Notices to
    O'DONNELL SALZANO LAWYERS of LEVEL 4 11-19 BANK PLACE MELBOURNE VIC 3000

    Any encumbrances created by Section 98 Transfer of Land Act 1958 or Section
    24 Subdivision Act 1988 and any other encumbrances shown or entered on the
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past, present and emerging.
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    plan set out under DIAGRAM LOCATION below.

NOTICE RETIREMENT VILLAGES ACT 1986
    N733820G 28/09/1988

AGREEMENT Section 55A BUILDING CONTROL ACT 1981
    R388499T 14/06/1991

DIAGRAM LOCATION

SEE PS737975T FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND BOUNDARIES

ACTIVITY IN THE LAST 125 DAYS

NIL

------------------------END OF REGISTER SEARCH STATEMENT------------------------

Additional information: (not part of the Register Search Statement)

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTICES

NIL

eCT Control    16320Q WESTPAC BANKING CORPORATION
Effective from 22/01/2018

OWNERS CORPORATIONS

The land in this folio is affected by
    OWNERS CORPORATION 1 PLAN NO. PS737975T
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Owners Corporation Search Report 
Copyright State of Victoria. No part of this publication may be reproduced except as permitted by the 
Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), to comply with a statutory requirement or pursuant to a written agreement.  The 
information is only valid at the time and in the form obtained from the LANDATA REGD TM System.  None of 
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Produced: 28/06/2024 11:18:42 AM OWNERS CORPORATION 1

PLAN NO. PS737975T

The land in PS737975T is affected by 1 Owners Corporation(s)

Land Affected by Owners Corporation:
Common Property 1, Lots 1, 2.

Limitations on Owners Corporation:
Unlimited

Postal Address for Services of Notices:
148 FOX VALLEY ROAD WAHROONGA NSW 2076

OC037914S 19/01/2018

Owners Corporation Manager:
NIL

Rules:
Model Rules apply unless a matter is provided for in Owners Corporation Rules. See Section 139(3) Owners Corporation Act 2006 

Owners Corporation Rules:
NIL

Additional Owners Corporation Information:
OC037914S 19/01/2018

Notations:
NIL

Entitlement and Liability:
NOTE – Folio References are only provided in a Premium Report.

Land Parcel Entitlement Liability

Common Property 1 0 0

Lot 1 100 100

Lot 2 100 100

Total 200.00 200.00

From 31 December 2007 every Body Corporate is deemed to be an Owners Corporation. Any reference to a Body Corporate in any Plan,
Instrument or Folio is to be read as a reference to an Owners Corporation. 

Secure Electronic Registries Victoria (SERV), Level 13, 697 Collins Street Docklands 3008
Locked bag 20005, Melbourne 3001, DX 210189
ABN 86 627 986 396
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Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
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Appendix C –Traffic and Parking Assessment Report 

  



Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 
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Appendix D – Council Correspondence 

  



 
 

 

3 May 2024       Record no. 24/109634 
        Contact: Anthony Johnson 
        Phone: 0409886011 
  
Victorian School Building Authority 
Manager Planning Services 
  
  
To whom it may concern 
  
Building Blocks Capacity Building Grant - Letter of Support for Nunawading Christian 
College 
  
The City of Whitehorse is pleased to confirm its support for Nunawading Christian College’s 
Building Blocks Capacity Grant application. 
  
We understand that Nunawading Christian College proposes to build a new three -room 
(total 99 place) Early Learning Centre, to replace its existing 66 place single room Early 
Learning Centre. The facility will be located on the college grounds situated off Laughlin 
Avenue, Nunawading and connected to the school. It is expected to be operational in 2026. 
  
The City of Whitehorse is working with the Department of Education to ensure all three and 
four-year-old children have access to kindergarten programs. The proposed Nunawading 
Christian College facility will assist in meeting increasing kindergarten demand in the 
Nunawading SA2 and we therefore support the grant application. 
  
Should you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact me directly on ph 
0409886011 or email tony.johnson@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
 
 
  
Anthony Johnson 
Manager Health & Family Service 

 

 

Tony Johnson  
Manager Health & Family Services 
Municipal Recovery Manager 
Health and Family Services 
Community Services Directorate 
Email: tony.johnson@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
Ph: (03) 9262 6442   Mobile: 0409 886011 

 

mailto:tony.johnson@whitehorse.vic.gov.au
mailto:tony.johnson@whitehorse.vic.gov.au


Nunawading Christian College 
161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
15 October 2024 

 
 

 
507417 www.curriebrown.com  |  page 40 

Appendix E – Relevant Extract from Planning Permit Register 
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161 Central Road  and 1B Laughlin Avenue Nunawading 

Planning Permit Application RFI Response 
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WH/2007/584
 

12/10/2007 Education 2A Laughlin Avenue, NUNAWADING VIC 

3131 

Re-siting of two portable classrooms and removal of 

vegetation 

Delegate  

Permit Issued 
 

WH/2008/873 8/12/2008 Education 131-173 Central Road, NUNAWADING VIC 

3131 

Construction of a new school oval, tennis courts and car 

parking area, and the removal of vegetation 

Council  

Permit Issued 

WH/2008/873/A  8/03/2012 Permit Amendment 131-173 Central Road, NUNAWADING VIC 

3131 

Construction of a new school oval, tennis courts and car 

parking area, and the removal of vegetation 

Delegate 

 Approval S72 Amend 

WH/2012/671 27/09/2012 Education 131-173 Central Road, NUNAWADING VIC 

3131 

Alterations and additions to the existing school building Delegate  

Permit Issued 

WH/2019/79 30/01/2019 Education 161 Central Road, NUNAWADING VIC 3131 Install shade sail structure Delegate  

Permit Issued 

WH/2020/239 16/03/2020 Education 161 Central Road, NUNAWADING VIC 3131 Construction of a New Admin Building, Refurbishment of 

Existing Building to Portable Classroom and associated 

Vegetation Removal 

Delegate  

Permit Issue 

WH/2022/168 4/03/2022 Education 161 Central Road, NUNAWADING VIC 3131 Use and development of an education centre (Year 3-6 

Learning Centre), removal of trees and buildings and 

works within 4 metres of protected trees 

Delegate 

Permit Issued 
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