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1. Introduction

Cogency Australia Pty Ltd (Cogency), on behalf of Tragowel BESS Pty Ltd (ACN 688 019 534) as trustee for
Tragowel BESS Trust (ABN 31 616 656 334) (the Proponent) has prepared this Engagement Summary Report in
relation to the proposed development of a utility-scale Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), known as the
Tragowel BESS (the Proposal). The purpose of this report is to accompany the Planning Application for the
Proposal, which is being submitted to the Department of Transport and Planning (DTP) via the Development
Facilitation Pathway (DFP).

The development of energy infrastructure, such as BESS facilities, plays a critical role in supporting the
transition to cleaner, more sustainable energy sources. However, the success of such projects hinges not only
on technical and regulatory approvals but also on effective and genuine engagement with local communities
and stakeholders. Recognising this, the Proponent prioritises proactive, inclusive, and transparent
engagement as a core component of their development process across their projects in development.

Effective engagement fosters mutual understanding and collaboration, resulting in outcomes that benefit
both the local community and the energy industry. As evidence from various projects across Australia and
internationally has demonstrated, when communities are informed and involved from the outset, energy
developments are more likely to be successful and sustainable in the long term.

This Engagement Summary Report documents the engagement activities undertaken during the pre- and
post-application phases, in accordance with the Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan (CSEP) and
the Engagement Action Plan (EAP).

The aim of this engagement process is to ensure that the Tragowel, Kerang and surrounding communities,
along with other key stakeholders, are proactively informed, consulted, and involved throughout all stages of
the Proposal’s planning, development, assessment, and delivery. By fostering open lines of commmunication
and addressing community concerns and aspirations, the Tragowel BESS aims to contribute positively to the
region’s energy future and the broader goals of sustainability and renewable energy transition.

1.1 Proposal overview

The Proponent is seeking to use and develop an area of surplus agricultural grazing land in Tragowel for the
purpose of a BESS. The Proposal is located within the Gannawarra Shire Council Local Government Area, a
part of the Loddon Mallee Region of Victoria.

The Proposal is predominantly located at Loddon Valley Highway, Tragowel (no street address). It is
comprised of two areas:

= BESS Development Area is the land within the Project Site where the BESS, access points, associated
infrastructure and landscape planting are located, and

* Transmission Development Area, being the land used for the transmission cable and easement,
running from the north-east corner of the BESS Development Area into the Kerang Terminal Station.

These Development Areas are together referred to as the ‘Project Site' (see Figure 1).

The Proposal would involve the construction, operation and decommissioning of a utility-scale BESS with a
nominal capacity of up to 200MW/800MWh, providing approximately four hours of energy storage. The
development footprint within the Project Site will be approximately 13.8 Ha, incorporating seven Ha for the
BESS Development Area (within a 12.3 Ha landholding) and 6.8 Ha for the Transmission Development Area.
The Proposal will involve a direct underground transmission connection to the existing nearby 220/66/22kV
Kerang Terminal Station to the north-west of the BESS Development Area.
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1.2 About the Proponent

The Proponent is Tragowel BESS Pty Ltd as trustee for Tragowel BESS Trust, which is a company established
by Potentia Energy. On behalf of the Proponent, the development of the Proposal is being managed by Green
Switch Australia and Potentia Energy, two experienced renewable energy and storage project developers.

1.2.1 Green Switch Australia

Green Switch Australia (Green Switch) is a developer of utility-scale solar and storage projects, overseeing
several solar farms in NSW, VIC, and ACT. The Green Switch team has been operating internationally in the
renewable energy sector for over 20 years, with a proven success in developing, building, owning, and
operating their renewable energy projects. The leadership of Green Switch has delivered over 2.0 GW of solar
renewables since 2015.

Green Switch is looking to diversify its operations further into the BESS realm, and the Tragowel BESS, located
amongst a cluster of current and developing renewable energy projects in proximity to the Kerang Terminal
Station, will be its largest BESS project to date. Green Switch champion long-lasting community relations
with a strong focus on landowner relationships.

1.2.2 Potentia Energy

Potentia Energy is a leading Australian renewable energy developer and asset owner, dedicated to
supporting the nation’s transition to clean energy. With a growing portfolio of utility-scale wind, solar, and
battery storage projects, including local projects Cohuna Solar Farm and Girgarre Solar Farm.

Potentia Energy is committed to working respectfully and collaboratively with communities, landholders, and
Traditional Owners throughout every stage of project development. Its approach to community engagement
is guided by the “Creating Shared Value” philosophy, which recognises that sustainable business success is
intrinsically linked to delivering positive economic and social outcomes for local communities.

By proactively engaging with stakeholders and implementing tailored benefit-sharing initiatives, Potentia
Energy aims to align project development with local priorities—creating lasting value for both communities
and the business.

Potentia Energy is a proud signatory to the Clean Energy Council's Best Practice Charter, reflecting its
commitment to transparency, inclusivity, cultural respect, and environmental stewardship. This commitment
underpins its dedication to responsible project development and long-term partnership with commmunities
and Traditional Custodians.

1.3 Site context ADVERTISED
PLAN

The Project Site is located on rural agricultural land in Tragowel. The BESS Development Area is located at
Loddon Valley Highway, Tragowel and is part of a larger 23 Ha agricultural land holding that has been split
into four separate paddocks. The Proposal will utilise the largest of the paddocks. The Proposal is located
approximately 7 kilometres south of Kerang and 60km south-east of Swan Hill. The Project Site is in the
Gannawarra Shire Council Local Government Area (LGA) and is part of the broader Loddon Mallee Region of
north-western Victoria.

1.3.1 Overview

The Project Site is zoned Farming Zone (FZ) under the Gannawarra Planning Scheme and is immediately
adjacent to the Kerang Solar Plant currently under development to the north, agricultural grazing land to the
south, and the Swan Hill railway line to the east.

The Project Site was selected due to its proximity to several solar farm projects in various stages of
development and the Kerang Terminal Station (see Figure 5). The closest dwelling is located approximately
860m east of the BESS Development Area and has therefore been considered in relation to potential noise,

w 9




Engagement Summary Report mgencg

visual amenity and community sentiment concerns. However, the BESS Development Area benefits from
existing vegetation along the southern boundary and is advantageously located south of Kerang Solar Plant,
effectively screening the BESS from dwellings in the north and south.

1.3.2 North West Renewable Energy Zone

The Project Site is located within the proposed North West Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) (see Figure 2). The
North West REZ is one of six proposed REZ under the 2025 Victorian Transmission Plan (VTP) (see Figure 3).
The North West REZ (see Figure 4) is located between Kerang and Swan Hill and is comprised of parts of the
Swan Hill, Gannawarra, Loddon and Buloke LGAs.

The development of REZs across the state is a key initiative in Victoria's energy transformation. REZs are areas
which have been identified as optimal locations to host abundant renewable energy resources, such as solar,
wind and battery infrastructure, the full development of which can ensure the timely and cost-effective
delivery of secure and clean energy for Victoria.

VicGrid is the responsible entity for planning and delivering the North West REZ.
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1.4 Existing Energy and Transmission Infrastructure

The Project Site is strategically located within the proposed North West Renewable Energy Zone (REZ). There
are a number of renewable energy developments in close proximity to the Proposal, which plans to connect
into the Kerang Terminal Station that is located 2.4 km north-west of the BESS Development Area.

These are detailed in Table 1and include the consultation efforts of the associated developers in engaging
and supporting the Kerang/Tragowel community.

Table 1- Renewable energy & major projects in the area

Project

Kerang Solar Plant

Distance to Proposal: Adjacent
(north)

Status: Operational

Developer: British Solar
Renewables (BSR) Energy

Key information ‘

The Kerang Solar Plant is an approximately 30 MW solar energy facility connected
to the Kerang Terminal Station. The plant is operated by BSR Energy. The land is
currently owned by a Green Switch's sister company, Green Switch Australia No 21.
The Kerang Solar Plant reached full output in mid-June 2025 and officially opened
in October 2025.

Kerang Solar and BESS Hybrid

Distance to Proposal: Adjacent
(east) and 2km north-west

Status: Approved

Developer: Australian Clean
Energy (ACE) Power

Kerang Solar and BESS Hybrid comprises two closely located sites in southern
Kerang, both near the Proposal. Combined, the ACE Power project will provide 161
MW of solar energy and a BESS of 55 MW/110 MWh. The Kerang Solar and BESS
Hybrid was approved by Gannawarra Council in 2012. Approval for grid connection
was received from AEMO in late 2025.

Construction is expected to commence in late 2025.

There is little evidence of community consultation other than a mention on the
project page presented by ACE Power. It is possible that CleanGen conducted
consultation for the project while it was under their jurisdiction. There is no
mention of local employment or supply.

Kerang BESS
Distance to Proposal: 2km

Status: Approved
Developer: ACE Power

Within their Kerang Solar and BESS Hybrid project (see above), ACE Power also
received approval from the Gannawarra Shire Council in 2012 for the construction of
a 103 MW/206 MWh BESS within the northern site. Approval for grid connection
was received from AEMO in late 2023. Construction is predicted to start in late
2025.

Kerang (Acciona) Solar Farm
Distance to Proposal: 4.5km
Status: Cancelled

Developer: Acciona

The Kerang (Acciona) Solar Farm is a proposed 40 MW solar energy facility at 62
Collins Road, Kerang. The project received development approval from the
Gannawarra Shire Council in 2017.

The 100ha site was expected to be developed in late-2018. The Proponent
understands that permit has since lapsed and has been cancelled.

At the time, Acciona had committed to the provision of a commmunity Shared
Benefits Program as well as inviting local employment and supply opportunities.
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2. Guiding principles and objectives

Community and stakeholder engagement is fundamental to delivering positive and effective outcomes for
both energy proposals and the local community. Proactive, meaningful and inclusive engagement is essential
to building strong relationships with communities and is therefore critical to the success of the renewable

energy transition more broadly.

This section outlines the guiding principles and objectives used across all phases of the Proposal, from early
planning through to construction and decommissioning.

2.1

Engagement principles

The following nine principles of engagement have been developed based on Cogency's experience through
the planning space, and integrate the principles as outlined by the Clean Energy Council as part of the Best
Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Projects. These principles have and would define engagement on the

Proposal during all phases, including design, planning, construction, operation and decommissioning.

Mutual benefit and respect

Deliver shared outcomes @'—'—@
of mutual benefitin an ( )
equitable way for the Q) @

local host community,
landowners, and developer. Provide a space
for genuine dialogue where people can
participate in respectful discussions that
help to identify mutually agreeable
solutions. Proactive, well-planned, and
regular engagement is effective in
achieving mutual understanding and
openness.

Ongoing engagement

Provide diverse and 2 fg\ Q
ongoing opportunities %
for engagement

throughout the lifecycle

of the project. Monitor and evaluate the
community engagement, benefit sharing
and social impact management programs
to identify areas for improvement and/or
modification.

Inclusiveness

Identify a wide range of
different stakeholders
across the local and
regional communities
and ensure that the channels and methods
of engagement are tailored to the needs of
each stakeholder group so that they are
engaged with appropriately and effectively.

e

Figure 6 — Principles of Engagement

Relationship-building

Build genuine local
relationships, networks
and links to key local
leaders or organisations, by enabling many
avenues for interaction and involvement,
and allowing key stakeholders to become
project advocates and feedback loops. Help
the local community to identify positively
with the project and integrate it into their
sense of community and place.

Responsiveness

Listen and respond to

community needs and ﬁ
concernsina

comprehensive and timely

manner. Maintain a record of the key issues
raised and/or complaints received to date
and how they were resolved.

Transparency, trust, and
accountability

Commit to an ongoing
process of monitoring,
evaluating, and disclosing
information about the
project’s activities and impacts. Adhere to
promises and commitments, to help
develop legitimacy and credibility - and
ultimately trust — within the community.
Provide transparency about the process
and how decisions are made.

ADVERTISED
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Authenticity

Have a strong, authentic,

and local presence in the

local community by

providing dedicated staff

who are reliably and readily available as the
community’s trusted ‘translator’ of
technical knowledge, to explain
information to the community and
stakeholders in a simple yet effective way
and to address any misinformation

Social impact

Understand, minimise, and @)
offset the risk of negative %
social impacts across a

project’s lifecycle by taking into
consideration the many social factors, and
using appropriate social analysis tools and
integrating them, alongside the technical
and economic factors, into the proposed
development.

Fairness

Ensure that consultation is

two-way and that

opportunities exist for local

community members and

other stakeholders to participate, with
access to balanced information, and having
their ideas justly considered, responded to,
and incorporated where possible.
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2.2

Beyond the statutory requirements of the Proposal, the Proponent is committed to ensuring sensitive and
respectful engagement with the First Nations communities. The Proponent's approach to engagement with
Traditional Custodians is based on principles adopted from Leading Practice Principles: First Nations and
Renewable Energy Projects (2024), the CEC's Best Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Projects (2018)
(Appendix A), and First Nations Clean Energy Network’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Best Practice
Principles for Clean Energy Projects (2022).

First Nations engagement

The Proposal seeks to:
= Engage in a respectful and inclusive manner = Ensure economic and social benefits are shared

= Prioritise clear, accessible, timely and accurate ]
information about the Proposal

Ensure and encourage cultural competency

=  |Implement feedback, monitor progress and
= Protect and preserve Country, cultural heritage report back.

and the environment

2.3

The Proponent is committed to an open and transparent community and stakeholder engagement process.
This includes ensuring proactive and early engagement, developing a benefit sharing model tailored to the
local community and site context, and seeking to create a positive long-term legacy in the region.
Furthermore, The Proponent commits to treat members of the local community and other stakeholders fairly,
courteously and in a consistent and ethical manner.

Commitment to engagement

The engagement approach for the Proposal has been guided by the Engagement Institute (formerly known
as IAP2) Core Values and the Public Participation Spectrum. The spectrum is founded on the premise that
different stakeholders will have varied levels of involvement in decision-making.

For the purposes of the Proposal, the Proponent commits to ‘inform’, ‘consult’ and ‘involve’ the appropriate
stakeholders through an effective engagement process based on the objectives and promises outlined in the
spectrum in Figure 7.

Inform Consult Involve

SNt m

Community Provide balanced Obtain feedback Work directly Partner with Place decision-

engagementl and objective from the with the the community making in the
objective information. community on community in each aspect hands of the
Assist the plans, options throughout all of planning, community, so the
community in and/or decisions. stages of the development and community leads
understanding project decision-making, the development
all aspects of Ensure including the of the renewable
the project, community development of energy project.
including possiblg concerns and alternatives and
problems/issues. aspirations are the identification
consistently of the preferred
understood and solution
considered
Promise to Keep the Keep the Work with the Look to the Implement what

community

community
informed through
all stages of
development,
including issues
and delays.

Ao

\

community
informed, listen
and acknowledge
suggestions and
concerns.

Provide feedback
on how input
influenced the
decision.

J

community to
ensure concerns
and aspirations
are directly
reflected in the
alternatives
developed.
Provide
feedback on how

input influenced
the decision. )

community for
direct advice
and innovation
in formulating
solutions.

Incorporate
advice and
recommendations
into decisions to
the maximum
extent possible.

[

General community
and local members

J|

near neighbours

Regulators, key stakeholders and ]

the community
decides

Figure 7 - Engagement commitment in relation to the Public Participation Spectrum
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2.4 Engagement objectives

The Proponent acknowledges that active and early engagement with the community and other relevant
stakeholders is a crucial part of the planning process. It helps to foster greater understanding of and support
for the Proposal, and to improve the design and development outcomes through the exchange of knowledge
and information.

The Proponent is committed to delivering best practice engagement, with the overarching objective of
ensuring that the identified community and stakeholder groups are proactively and meaningfully informed,
consulted and involved and that the benefits of the Proposal are genuinely felt by the local community.

The communication and stakeholder engagement objectives for the Proposal are to:

= Build strong connections with the host landowner, neighbours, local industry and the Tragowel
community to gather support for the Proposal during the planning process.

= Promote the Proposal’s benefits by establishing clear and consistent messaging to manage
misinformation about the Proposal, and by ensuring people can access information, provide feedback,
and stay informed.

= Develop a thorough understanding of the local aspirations and concerns that relate to the Proposal
and work with them to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes.

= Deliver a robust engagement program that informs, consults, and involves stakeholders (as
appropriate) throughout the Proposal’s lifecycle, and sets clear expectations, to build trust in the
processes and understanding of the technology.

= Keep an up-to-date record providing evidence of all engagement activities undertaken throughout the
process and to establish a comprehensive database of stakeholders for the life of the Proposal.

The objectives above are being met through the implementation of the Proposal's CSEP and EAP, defined by
the Proposal’'s engagement principles.
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3. Community profile

Project acceptance and support is enhanced by tailoring engagement strategies to the community's unique
characteristics and concerns. This section outlines and analyses the Tragowel and Kerang communities to
support the project team in understanding local values and priorities. Figure 9 shows the Community Context
Plan for the area.

3.1 Traditional Custodians

The Traditional Custodians of Tragowel are the Barapa Barapa, Yorta Yorta and Wamba Wamba people. The
Barapa Barapa, Yorta Yorta and Wamba Wamba people come from a unique area of forest-wetlands that are
located in what is now known as the central Murray Goulburn region in north-east Victoria and southern
NSW.

There is no formal Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) for the Project Site. Nearby RAPs include Wamba
Wemlba Aboriginal Corporation and Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation. Other Traditional Custodian
groups with an interest in the region include Barapa Country Aboriginal Corporation, Wiran Aboriginal
Corporation and Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation. Figure 8 highlights the RAP boundaries in
Victoria. On the western boundary of the Proposal, there is an adjacent area of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Sensitivity which will be a key subject of consultation with Aboriginal Affairs Victoria.
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3.2 Community context

The Project Site is addressed within the Tragowel locality, which is located 267 km north-west of metropolitan
Melbourne and 60 km south-east of Swan Hill. Tragowel is historically a farming-irrigation area with low
population and settlement. Seven km to the north of the Proposal is the larger Kerang township. Kerang is
home to nearly 4000 people as of 2021 and is increasingly well-known for the number of solar projects within
the area. The three closest properties to the Proposal are located to the north of the Project Site and therefore
fall within the Kerang locality (see Figure 9).

The Project Site is located in the proposed North West Renewable Energy Zone (REZ), one of six proposed
REZs under the 2025 Victorian Transmission Plan (VTP). The REZ recognises the opportunity for renewable
energy to contribute to long-term social and economic outcomes for the local area and region, and the
presence of transmission lines.

Access to the Proposal and Tragowel more broadly is facilitated by the well-connected Loddon Valley
Highway, which continues into Kerang to the north and further to Bendigo to the south.

Both Tragowel and Kerang are located within the Gannawarra Shire, a rural region in the north-west of
Victoria, bordered to the east by the Murray River and the New South Wales - Victoria border. Characterised
by hyper-low density regional living, most localities similar to Tragowel record populations of approximately
100. Kerang is one of the three significant settlements within the township, alongside Cohuna and
Koondrook. The main industry of Gannawarra is agricultural production.

The Tragowel/Kerang area has experienced a relative boom in relation to renewable energy ever since the
opening in 2019 of the Gannawarra Energy Storage System, being the then-largest battery (25 MW /50 MWh)
and 500 MW solar farm located west of Kerang. The community of Kerang and Gannawarra Shire has
benefited from increased business and tourism in the area due to the various renewable projects in and
around the municipality. Gannawarra Shire Council has approved numerous solar and BESS projects within
the region.
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3.3 Demographic analysis

Table 2 provides a high-level summary of the demographics of Tragowel, identifying aspects of the local
community that should be considered when seeking to engage with them on this Project. As Kerang is the
main town nearby, please see Appendix B for its demographic analysis, which may help to inform the
community benefit sharing as the project progresses.

Table 2 — Tragowel demographic analysis

Category ‘ Key statistics ‘

Population and =  The population of the Gannawarra LGA as of the 2021 Census is 10,683 and Tragowel has a
£ . population of 83 people. Since the previous Census in 2016, the population of Tragowel has
orecasting fallen by 21 residents.

. The median age of residents in Tragowel is 48 which is higher than the Victorian state
average of 38.

= Asof the 2021 census, the largest age group is in Tragowel is the 55-64-year-old group with
a total of 18 individuals, the second largest age group is the 25-34-year-old group with a
total of 15 individuals.

=  The two most common long-term health conditions in Gannawarra are Arthritis with a total
count of 1,551 persons and Asthma with a total count of 1,168 persons.

Ethnicity, = InTragowel as of 2021, 68% of people were born in Australia, compared with 65% in Victoria.
migration and - Sg(t)vgleeen 2016 and 2021, the number of people in Tragowel born overseas increased by 4
languages *  The only ancestries recorded in Tragowel as of 2021 are Australian and English.

= 100% of people spoke English only in comparison to the Victorian state average of 67%, with
no households speaking a non-English first language.

= 0% of the population identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, compared with 1% in
Victoria.

=  There are no languages, other than English, used at home recorded in Tragowel as of 2021.

= Asof the 2021 census the largest religious group is Christianity (41%), while 31% of people
had no religion and 17% marked as unstated.

Education and = 37 people in 2021 were employed, of which 76% work full-time and 24% part-time, higher
than the state average of full-time employment being 56% as of the 2021 census.

= As of the 2021 census, no residents were currently enrolled in any form of vocational or
university education.

=  The most common highest non-school qualification attained in Tragowel is a Certificate
Level (13 people).

=  As of 2021, 35% of people aged 15 years and over are not in the labour force or have not
declared their labour force status.

=  Ananalysis of the jobs held by the resident population shows the only three declared
industries of employment are Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing (21 people), Manufacturing
(7 people), and Health Care and Social Assistance (5 people).

=  The highest count occupations were managers with 28 residents, followed by labourers
with 6 residents.

employment

Households, = Asof 2021, in Gannawarra there was a total of 35,620 private dwellings averaging 2.3 people

dwellings and Enggﬁcs)Iedhold, and in Tragowel a total of 36 private dwellings averaging 2 people per

home tenure - Households were comprised of 18 (50%) family households, and 10 (28%) single person
households. 8 households (22%) were recorded as vacant.

= In 2021, most dwellings had either two or three bedrooms.

. In 2016, 7 households (19.4%) did not have an internet connection at the dwelling.

Income and *  The median weekly household income of Tragowel is $1,437 as of 2021, compared to $1,565
unpaid work in Victoria.
p =  4]individuals, or 55% of the population did unpaid domestic work a week before Census
Night.

= 20% of the population over 15 years of age (15 people) reported doing voluntary work
through an organisation or group over the past 12 months.

= 6 carers were providing unpaid assistance to a person with a disability, long term iliness or
old age in 2021. This represents 8% of the population aged over 15 years old.

= 17 people (23% of people aged 15+) provided unpaid care to children in 2021.

Source: ABS Tragowel, Census 2016 and 2021. https://www.abs.gov.au/census/

3.4 School and education services

There are no educational facilities located within Tragowel. The nearest government primary schools are in
Kerang (see Figure 9) and Tragowel's residents are zoned for Kerang South Primary School. Similarly, the
closest government secondary school is located in Kerang (Kerang Technical High School). There is also an
independent school located in Kerang, Kerang Christian College, which offers P-12 education.
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4., Key stakeholders

To engage appropriately and effectively with the local commmunity, critical stakeholders and stakeholder
groups who may be affected by and/or have an interest in the Proposal must be identified.

Stakeholders are defined as people, groups, organisations, and communities that may be directly or indirectly
impacted by the Proposal, hold a strong interest or have an influence on the Proposal and its outcomes. The
stakeholders detailed in this section will likely evolve over time and comprise locally affected individuals, the
organisations that represent them in a formal or informal capacity, national or state government authorities,
political representatives, and Traditional Custodians or their formal representatives.

It is important to note that as the Proposal progresses, the nature of relevant stakeholders may change. For
this reason, it is key that stakeholder identification and analysis are regularly reviewed and updated
throughout the Proposal’s phases.

Table 3 provides a list of the stakeholders to engage with outcomes of the Proposal. This list will be updated

as the Proposal progresses. ADVERT'SED

4.1 Stakeholder classification PLAN

Prior to identifying and analysing stakeholders pertinent to the Proposal, it is critical to define individual
stakeholder categories at Proposal inception.

For the purposes of this Report the following definitions have been devised:

= Adjacent neighbour - neighbour bordering the Project Site, within a 1 km radius of the BESS
Development Area

= Near neighbour - neighbour beyond adjacent neighbour, between 1 km and 2.5 km radius of the BESS
Development Area

=  Surrounding community — host community, specifically landowners within 2.5 km and 5 km from the
BESS Development Area.

4.2 Stakeholder identification and analysis
Table 3 — Stakeholder identification

Stakeholder identification

Group Sub-section Description
Host landowner Landowner of the BESS Development Area.
Neighbours Adjacent (<1km) Landowners within 1 km of the BESS Development Area.
Near (Tkm - 2.5km) Landowners between 1km and 2.5 km from the BESS Development
Area.
Far (2.5-6km) Landowners between 2.5 km and 5 km from the BESS Development
Area.
Local businesses Near (<6km) Businesses up to 6 km from the BESS Development Area (inc. Kerang
town).
Far (6-10km) Businesses between 6 km and 10 km from the BESS Development Area.
Chambers of Business Kerang
Commerce and Kerang Traders Inc
Industry
Traditional Owners Aboriginal Affairs There is no RAP for Tragowel.
Victoria
RAP Nearby RAPs - Wamba Wemba Aboriginal Corporation and Yorta Yorta
Nation Aboriginal Corporation.
Other Traditional Custodian groups with an interest in the region -
Barapa Country Aboriginal Corporation, Wiran Aboriginal Corporation
and Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation.
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Stakeholder identification

Group

Sub-section

Description

First Peoples State
Relations

Responsible for the Victorian Government's work in the areas of cultural
rights, self-determination, treaty and truth telling.

Wider communities

Nearby townships

Community beyond 5 km from the Proposal including towns of Kerang,
Cohuna, and Koondrook.

Towns within
Council Area

Other townships within Gannawarra Shire.

Print media Local Local publications and newsletters, including Gannawarra Times,
Country News, North West Farmer, The Guardian (Swan Hill), Riverine
Herald, Dairy News.
State VIC publications such as The Age, The Herald Sun.
National National publications such as the Australian Financial Review, The
Australian, Renew Economy and The Weekly Times.
Other media Local Local TV and Radio including ACE Radio Swan Hill, Mixx FM 98.7 FM,
ABC Radio Mildura-Swan Hill and Vision Christian Radio 88.0 FM.
State State TV and Radio including ABC Radio Melbourne, Triple M, Gold FM,
and Mixx FM amongst others.
National National TV and Radio, including ABC National, 7News, 9News, Sky
News, SBS.
Social media Facebook = Tragowel Community Facebook group.

. Kerang & District Commmunity Page Facebook group.
. Kerang Notice Board Facebook group.
. Cohuna area noticeboard Facebook group.

Federal Government

Relevant Ministers

= Minister for Climate Change and Energy, the Hon Chris Bowen MP.
. Minster for Environment and Water, the Hon Murray Watt MP.

= Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and
Local Government, the Hon. Catherine King MP.

= Minister for Industry and Science, the Hon Tim Ayres MP.

= Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Senator, the Hon.
Julie Collins MP.

Local . Lower House — Dr Anne Webster MP (Nationals) - Member for
Mallee
= Upper House — All 12 senators in VIC including Leader of the
Nationals in the Senate the Hon Bridget McKenzie
Department = Staff in government agencies such as Department of Climate
Officers Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW)

Federal Agencies

=  John Sheldon, Australian Energy Infrastructure Commissioner
=  Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA)
= Regional Development Australia (RDA)

State Government

Relevant Ministers

Ll Minister for Planning — Hon. Sonya Kilkenny

= Minister for Climate Action, Energy and Resources, and the State
Electricity Commission — Hon. Lily D'’Ambrosio

= Minister for Agriculture — Hon. Ros Spence
. Minister for Environment — Hon. Steve Dimopoulos
= Premier — Hon. Jacinta Allen

Local

. Legislative Assembly (Lower House), Member for Murray Plains —
Peter Walsh (Nationals)

= Legislative Council (Upper House) — All 5 Members of the Legislative
Council (MLC) for Eastern Victoria: Gaelle Broad, Wendy Lovell,
Georgie Purcell, Jaclyn Symes, Rikkie-Lee Tyrrell.

State Agencies

. Victorian Department of Transport and Planning

Ll Planning Panels Victoria

. DEECCA

= Victorian Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)

. Victorian Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
= Invest Victoria

Gannawarra Shire
Council

Relevant Councillors

Mayor — Garner Smith
Deputy Mayor — Ross Stanton
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Stakeholder identification

Group

Sub-section

Description

Councillors

Local

CEO - Geoff Rollinson
Director Infrastructure — Wade Williams
Director Corporate Services - Amanda Wilson

Council Planning & Economic Development Team Director Community
Wellbeing — Paul Fernee

Emergency services

Country Fire Authority (CFA)
Kerang Fire Brigade

Macorna Rural Fire Brigade
Appin South Rural Fire Brigade
State Emergency Services (SES)

Water authority

North Central Catchment Management Authority
Lower Murray Water
Goulburn-Murray Water

NGO and Local
community
organisations

Local committees

Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance

Cohuna and District Progress Association

Kerang Progress Association
Kerang Neighbourhood House
Kerang & District Agricultural Society

Community action
groups

Broad opponent
groups

National Rational Energy Network

Climate And Energy Realists

Broad supporting
groups

ADAPT Loddon Mallee

Transport and road
authorities

DTP - Transport Division / VicRoads

Transmission line
operator

AusNet

ADVERTISED

PLAN


https://www.cvga.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cohunaprogress/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Kerang-Progress-Association-100076131713606/
https://www.kerangnh.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3132924533520457/
https://climateandenergyrealists.com/
https://www.adaptloddonmallee.com.au/about/

ADVERTISED
Engagement Summary Report PLAN OOgeth

5. Engagement phases and activities

An Engagement Action Plan (EAP) for the Tragowel BESS engagement process was developed to encompass
the entire Proposal lifecycle. The EAP was specifically tailored to the local and regional context of Tragowel
and Kerang, ensuring relevance and effectiveness. Each engagement phase was designed to ensure the
project team can deliver early, proactive, and meaningful engagement with neighbours, the local community,
and other stakeholders. It has been developed with the intention of allowing sufficient time for interested
parties to be informed and involved, and for the project team to address any concerns.

During all phases of the Proposal, the Proponent has and continues to commit to informing, consulting, and
involving the appropriate stakeholders through an effective engagement process based on the objectives
and principles of community engagement best practices and guidelines.

Five core engagement phases were identified, with the primary objective being to ensure early, proactive,
and meaningful engagement with key stakeholders and the local community. Throughout all phases, the
Proponent and the project team have, and would continue to ensure that clear information is communicated
regarding the Proposal, its potential impacts, and the mitigation measures proposed to manage them. By
actively listening to stakeholders and addressing their concerns, the Proponent aims to enhance the benefits
and minimise the impacts on neighbours, the community, and the local environment.

= Phase 1. Pre-application early engagement (Completed) - Q2 2024 to Q2 2025

* Phase 2a: Pre-lodgement engagement (Planning application preparation) (Completed) - Q2 2025 to Q4
2025

= Phase 2b: Planning application public exhibition (To be carried out) - Q1 2026 to Q2 - 2026
= Phase 3: Post-exhibition and decision (To be carried out) - Q3 2026 - Q4 2026

= Phase 4: Construction and operation (To be carried out) - 2027 to 2028 for construction, with the BESS
becoming operational in 2029

= Phase 5: Decommissioning (To be carried out) — Beyond 2050.

The following sub-sections detail the engagement activities that have occurred or are planned throughout
the above-listed phases.

5.1 Phase 1. Pre-application early engagement

Phase 1 was carried out from Q2 2024 to Q2 2025. A Community & Stakeholder Engagement Plan (CSEP) was
developed and endorsed at this stage to help establish key engagement and approval objectives for the initial
stages of the Proposal, including the establishment of the EAP to outline key engagement phases and
activities.

Additionally, this phase involved engagement with a range of key stakeholders as part of the early design
stage of the Proposal. The early engagement helped inform the preparation for the next phases of
engagement, introducing the Proposal to the broader local community. Table 4 provides a summary of all
engagement carried out during Phase 1.

Table 4 - Phase 1engagement activities

Stakeholders engaged Engagement activities
. DTP L] Pre-application meetings
=  Gannawarra Shire Council . Formal briefings/presentations

. Country Fire Authority
L] North Central Catchment Management Authority

Phase 1 engagement

Date Stakeholder Activity Key details of engagement

26 April 2024  DTP Pre-application . Pre-application meeting, whereby the Proposal was
meeting presented to DTP Renewables
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. Discussion focused on the planning process and key issues,
including the new DFP process, cultural heritage and native
vegetation, and bushfire risk

. Received high-level feedback and guidance for the
planning application process.

17 April 2024  Country Fire Pre-application . Meeting with CFA to discuss potential risks and
Authority meeting considerations that may inform the design of the BESS.

L] Presented the project and focused on key issues, including
fire risk, infrastructure and mitigation measures, landscape,
emergency access, and flooding.

20 May 2024  Gannawarra Pre-application L] Presented the project background, rationale, and key
Shire Council ~ meeting /Formal features
briefing and L] Focused on the planning process, key engagement
. expectations, and key issues, including the new DFP
presentation process, native vegetation, and landscaping.
29 May 2024  North Central  Pre-application L] Pre-application meeting to understand potential flood risks
Catchment meeting / Formal and considerations that may inform the design of the BESS
Management  briefing and L] Presented the project background and focused on key
X . issues, including flood risks and mitigation measures, and
Authority presentation engagement expectations.
5.2 Phase 2a: Pre-lodgement (Planning Application Preparation)

Phase 2a took place from Q2 2025 to Q4 2025. This phase served to introduce the Proposal to the broader
local community, invite feedback from both community members and key stakeholders, and provide an
avenue for the expression of support or concerns. Engagement activities during this period ensured that
stakeholders were actively involved, and initial discussions regarding community benefit sharing were
initiated.

Concurrently, work progressed on the preparation of the Planning Application. Technical consultants
conducted comprehensive assessments and produced detailed reports to inform the refinement of the
concept design and support the Proposal's submission to DTP. Table 5 provides a summary of all
engagement carried out during Phase 1.

Table 5 - Phase 2a engagement activities

=  Gannawarra Shire Council . Face-to-face meetings

Ll First Peoples’ State Relations =  Online meetings

=  Adjacent and near neighbours . Formal briefings/presentations
Ll Broader Tragowel community . Direct letter drop

=  Traditional Custodian groups =  Community door knocking

*  Community Drop-In Session

Phase 2a engagement

Date Stakeholder Activity Key details of engagement

16 May 2025 First Peoples’ Face-to-face meeting =  Cultural heritage consultant (GML) presented findings of
State desktop cultural heritage assessment, and discussed
methodology for assessments

Relations =  Agreement that subsurface testing would be agreed upon
in consultation with field representations of Barapa Country
Aboriginal Corporation and Wamba Wemba Aboriginal
Corporation.
21 August Surrounding Direct letter drop =  Neighbours within a 5km radius of the BESS Development
2025 community Area received a letter (42 houses), via Australia Post.
(5km)
22 August Adjacent and Direct letter drop =  Neighbours within a 2.5km radius of the BESS Development
2025 near Area were hand-delivered letters (9 houses) to inform them
. of upcoming door-knocking activities and community drop-
neighbours in session.
(Tkm-2.5km)
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17 Adjacentand  Community door Five of the nine community members who were door-
September near knocking knocked were home. Of those five, two expressed positive
. sentiment, one was neutral, and two expressed concerns
2025 neighbours . -
Concerns were mainly around suspicion of developers,
(Tkm-2.5km) impacts from the existing renewable energy projects, floods,
fire risk, and a seeming lack of knowledge around project
technology.
17 Gannawarra Formal Re-introduced the Proposal and provided background,
September Shire Council briefing/presentation rationale, key features, and Green Switch and Potentia
5025 Energy history

Focused on the planning process, key engagement
expectations, and key issues, including the DFP process,
native vegetation removal, fire, noise and traffic issues.

5 November
2025

Wamba
Wemba
Aboriginal
Corporation,
Barapa
Country
Aboriginal
Corporation,
Wiran
Aboriginal
Corporation,
and First
Peoples State
Relations

Invitations to
Community Drop-In
Session (CDIS)

Email invitation to First Nations groups to the Tragowel
BESS CDIS

Request to distribute the invitation to any other interested
parties.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

5 November
2025

Gannawarra
Shire Council
Planning &
Economic
Development,
Infrastructure
and
Development,
and
Community
Wellbeing
Departments,
and
Councillors

Invitations to
Community Drop-In
Session (CDIS)

Email invitation to key Council Departments and
Councillors to the Tragowel BESS CDIS

Request to distribute the invitation to any other interested
parties.

21 October
2025

Member for
Mallee (Upper
House)

Dr Anne
Webster

Member for
Murray Plains
(Lower House)

Introduction to the
Proposal and
invitation to
Community Drop-In
Session (CDIS)

Introductory letter presenting the Proposal sent to Dr Anne
Webster and Peter Walsh.

Peter Walsh accepted the invite for a briefing about the
Proposal. The briefing took place at his office in Echuca in
December 2025.

8 November
2025

Phone call & email

Phone call received from Councillor regarding the CDIS and
Proposal information

Follow up email provided and project website updated.

11 November
2025

Peter Walsh
Councillor
All

stakeholders

Community Drop-In
Session (CDIS)
(Appendix C,
Appendix D)

CDIS was hosted at the Kerang Memorial Hall between 1:00
pm and 5:00 pm. 8 people attended the CDIS

CDIS was advertised for two weeks in the Gannawarra
Times and North West Farmers during the weeks beginning
27 October 2025 and 3 November 2025

On 16 November 2025, invitations to the CDIS were
delivered (via mail and direct letter drop) to 51 properties
within 5 km of the BESS Development Area

Email invitations were also sent to organisations, including
the Gannawarra Shire Council and RAP organisations
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(Wamba Wemba Aboriginal Corporation, Barapa Country
Aboriginal Corporation and Wiran Aboriginal Corporation)
and CFA

. Attendees included officers and a Councillor from the
Gannawarra Shire Council,a member of the Kerang Fire
Brigade and local community members

=  Attendees expressed a mix of curiosity, support, and
concern regarding the Proposal. While they were generally
not opposed to BESS proposals, many were disappointed by
the lack of communication from proponents of other BESS

ADVERTISED or renewable energy projects in the area

Overall, attendees recognised the potential benefits of
AN major infrastructure projects in creating jobs, upskilling
P L local workers, and diversifying the region's economy.

However, they emphasised the importance of genuine
engagement with the local community, sustainable benefit-
sharing ideas, and clear communication

=  Topics raised by the community included fire and flood risk
management, consultation fatigue (amongst the broader
community), native vegetation and pest management and
ideas for benefit sharing

* Athankyouemail was sent to attendees on 4 December
2025.

In addition to the above activities, the Proponent has contacted the Wamba Wemba Aboriginal Corporation,
Barapa Country Aboriginal Corporation and Wiran Aboriginal Corporation to participate in face-to-face
meetings, outside of the mandatory Cultural Heritage Management Plan process. To date, the Proponent has
not received a response. Subsequent commmunications have been sent (via email) inviting these RAPs to the
community drop-in session. The Proponent is also continuing to engage with First Peoples - State Relations.

53 Phase 2b: Planning application and public exhibition
The Planning Application has been lodged and is currently under review by DTP.

During Phase 2b, the Proponent will seek to engage with community members and key stakeholders in
anticipation of the public exhibition of the Planning Application, which is expected to occur in early to mid-
2026. Public exhibition will provide further opportunity for feedback to be considered in the assessment of the
Planning Application. This report will be updated as further engagement is carried out.

5.4 Phase 3: Post-exhibition and decision

During this phase, the project team will respond to submissions received during the public exhibition of the
Proposal. A decision from the DTP is expected before the end of 2026. This report will be updated as further
engagement activities take place.

While DTP continues its assessment of the Planning Application, the Proponent will remain focused on
building relationships with local community members and organisations. These ongoing conversations will
help shape the Commmunity Benefit Sharing Program and ensure it reflects local priorities. More information
about the Proponent's commitment to meaningful benefit sharing can be found in section 6.

55 Phase 4: Construction and operation

The construction phase is expected to take place between 2027 and 2028, with the BESS proposing to
become operational in 2029. During the construction phase, the Proponent would continue to deliver the
actions set out in the EAP, with a strong focus on rolling out the Community Benefit Sharing Program (see
section 6 for details).

Community engagement will remain a priority throughout this phase. The Proponent would provide updates
on the construction progress and notify the local community of any potential local impacts. It would continue
to communicate openly and respond to questions or concerns raised by interested or affected community
members.

This phase would also see the start of monitoring and evaluation activities and the implementation of the
Community Benefit Sharing framework. The Proponent will keep the local community informed about the
program'’s progress, opportunities to get involved, and updates on how the benefits are being delivered.



Engagement Summary Report mgencg

5.6 Phase 5: Decommissioning

The decommissioning phase is expected to occur at the end of the Proposal's operational life, anticipated to
be initially 23 years, with the option to extend the lease. This phase would focus on reviewing the Project Site,
assessing its condition, and developing a decommissioning strategy.

Engagement during this phase would involve consultation with the community to help guide decisions
about how the Project Site should be restored to its original condition or adapted for future use.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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6. Community benefit sharing

Potentia Energy remains committed to ensuring their projects create tangible benefits for the commmunities
they operate within. They firmly believe that addressing community needs is a fundamental requirement to
achieving overall company success. This framework is known as a Creating Shared Value (CSV) philosophy —
one that intrinsically links the achievement of business objectives to positive local community outcomes.

As a long-term asset owner with projects across Australia, Potentia Energy recognises the diversity and
uniqueness of each community. Potentia Energy is a signatory of the CEC’s Best Practice Charter, affirming
their dedication to excellence in community engagement and ensuring that their projects adhere to the
highest standards of transparency, inclusivity, and respect.

The Proponent is currently developing a Community Benefit Sharing Plan for the Proposal that is flexible and
tailored to the local needs, culture and context of the Tragowel and Kerang communities. The details of this
plan are expected to be shared by mid-late 2026. Further information on this plan is expected to be shared in
2026.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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7. Communication methods and tools

To fulfil the engagement approach, a range of tools will be used to support the activities carried out.
Communication materials will be objective, balanced, and relayed in an effective manner, free from technical
jargon. Feedback will be recorded through the stakeholder database and will be used to inform future design
and planning of the Proposal.

A wide range of communication tools and activities have been identified to ensure that the community and
stakeholders are effectively informed, consulted, and involved in the Proposal, to reduce to the extent
possible:

= The risk of conflict between the community, stakeholders, and the Proposal.
= Any intrusion and disruption to businesses and land uses.

= Concerns around consultation fatigue.

Given that there is a heightened level of community interest in new energy infrastructure and its relationship
to renewable energy, the project team sought to undertake an engagement approach that was personal and
focused on engagement with referral authorities, surrounding businesses, landowners, neighbours and the
local community potentially impacted.

This approach enabled a deeper level of stakeholder and community knowledge regarding the Proposal and
greater awareness of the processes to which the Proponent is commmitted to mitigate or manage potential
impacts. Through this process, trust has been developed between the community and the project team.

The focus of communications has been to seek input from the community about the Proposal and to
adequately respond to and address enquiries and concerns in a timely manner.

The communication tools that were used to implement the EAP are outlined in Table 6. To date, these tools
and activities have been used to provide timely and informative progress updates on the Proposal, as well as
opportunities for the community and stakeholders to participate in the planning and design process.

Table 6 - Communication and engagement tools and techniques

Description and purpose Stakeholders | Level of
engagement
Presentation and To provide clear and concise information about the All Inform |
briefing pack project as it develops. stakeholders Consult |

To notify the stakeholders about key milestones in the
project and how to get involved.

To avoid the spread of misinformation and to mitigate
concerns where possible.

Introductory door To introduce Green Switch and Potentia Energy and Neighbouring Inform |
knocking letter the Proposal. Inform landholders and neighbours of landowners Consult
dates, times and process of our door knock, and how
to contact the project team.

Direct letter drop Direct letters delivered either via AusPost or hand- Neighbouring Inform |
delivered to households within a 5km radius of the landowners Consult
BESS Development Area to notify landowners of
details surrounding the Proposal, upcoming events
(such as the Community Drop In Session),
participation opportunities, and project updates.

To inform stakeholders of any upcoming assessment
activities that may be relevant to their property to
provide detailed information about the work and
contact details.

Door knocking Engagement teams go door-to-door to liaise with all Neighbouring Inform |
dwellings and landowners within 2.5km of the BESS landowners Consult
Development Area.
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To provide an opportunity for the project team to
meet neighbouring landowners face-to-face.

To inform neighbouring landowners about the
Proposal, process, and upcoming community
information sessions.

Face to face and online
stakeholder meetings/
interviews

To establish rapport and insulate ongoing
relationships with primary stakeholders and key
neighbours.

To inform, consult or involve interested and concerned
local community members and stakeholder groups.

To identify potential risks and issues associated with
the Proposal’s construction or operation.

To mitigate negative issues or spreading of
misinformation.

To provide a direct feedback mechanism.

State and
Local
government

Community
groups

Neighbouring
landowners

Inform |
Consult |
Involve

Contact phone and
email address

To establish a point of contact via email and phone to
stakeholders wanting to learn more about the
Proposal, voice their concerns or raise matters of
interest during all phases.

To allow for initial introductions and quick responses
to community members and stakeholders regarding
the Proposal, leading to possible further engagement
via the range of other tools/methods listed within this
Strategy.

To be widely distributed through external
communication and media.

All
stakeholders

Inform |
Consult

Project website/
webpage

To provide clear and user-friendly information about
the Proponent, team, and the Proposal itself.

To be updated regularly as the Proposal develops to
address concerns and mitigate the spread of
misinformation.

To provide a central location for all technical
documents relating to the Proposal, regularly
uploaded with up-to-date information.

The website can be found at:
https://potentiaenergy.com.au/project/tragowel-bess/.

All
stakeholders

Inform |
Consult |
Involve

Surveys & polls
(Feedback submission,
and Community
benefit & supplier
registrations)

To provide a platform to receive structured responses
on specific issues to obtain quantitative measurable
results that can be reported on throughout the
Proposal lifecycle.

Available via the project website.

All
stakeholders

Inform |
Consult |
Involve

Fact sheets and
information posters

To provide clear and concise information about the
Proposal as it develops.

To be written in plain English to translate complex
project information and incorporating the use of visual
tools like graphics and iconography where possible.

To notify the community about key milestones in the
Project and how to get involved.

To avoid the spread of misinformation and to mitigate
concerns where possible.

All
stakeholders

Inform

Media release

To ensure members of the local and wider commmunity
are advised about the Proposal status, project

Local media

Inform
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milestones and lodgement details through
publications in local and regional media outlets.

To engage a wide audience through publications in
local, regional, and state media outlets.

Local advertising

To promote the commmunity information session and
project information in the local newspaper and online.

Local media

Inform

Community drop-in
sessions

To facilitate strong face to face interactions between
the project team (including the Proponent and key
technical consultants where needed) and the
community / stakeholders.

To be informed about the Proposal and consult the
project team and government representatives at
critical stages of the process.

To provide Proposal information through mixed visual
media, to assist the community / stakeholders in
better understanding the Proposal.

To provide an opportunity for community members to
clarify information, voice their ideas and concerns,
encourage engagement in the planning process and
to establish a point of contact for the Proposal.

Nearby
landowners

Local
community
members

Local
politicians

Inform |
Consult |
Involve

Thank you email

To close the loop with the community and key
stakeholders, relaying discussions heard at
engagement activities, and the following steps to be
carried out.

To foster trust and confidence within the commmunity,
and to strengthen existing relationships, honouring
the Proponent’'s commitment to transparent
communication.

All
stakeholders

Inform |
Consult |
Involve

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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8. Monitoring, evaluation and reporting

Monitoring and evaluating the community engagement process and outcomes will be undertaken to help
identify successes, areas for improvement or modification, and to learn from experiences. Victorian planning
guidelines specify monitoring, evaluation, and reporting requirements and the Proponent commits to
integrating the findings of key engagement activities into the evaluation of the Proposal, and to establishing
sustainable community engagement methods for the operational life of the Proposal.

As part of the monitoring and evaluation, the Proponent will refer to the below checklist, Figure 10 at each
phase of the engagement process set out in section 5 above. This checklist has been adapted from the Best
Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Projects.

A Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting (MER) plan will be developed following receiving planning approval
to be used in conjunction with the EAP.

Has the development process and timeline been communicated to the local community
through a range of engagement activities?

Has the local community had the opportunity to understand the Proposal through information
sessions or site visits to other facilities?

Is clear information available about the efficiency of the proposed battery and its effects on
electricity prices?

Is clear information available about the types of services and jobs required for the Proposal, and
are there opportunities for locals?

Are the Proposal details such as visual renders, clear mapping and timelines available on a
website dedicated to the Proposal?

Is clear information about any technical or environmental risks associated with the facility,
including risk assessments, planning documentation and mitigation plans, publicly available and
easily accessible?

Have potential impacts on cultural heritage, environmental, landscape or other values been
proactively addressed and communicated?

O O OO0 0 O

Figure 10 — Monitoring checklist

8.1 Record keeping and stakeholder database

A record of all community engagement activities will be maintained in a dedicated stakeholder register. This
has been established to record and track details of all stakeholder and community interactions (including
enquiries, complaints, meetings, events and questions) through the Proposal’s planning, construction and
operational phases. The engagement register will be updated by members of the project team, recording all
contact with stakeholders.

The database will also be used as a means of two-way communication, to provide feedback to stakeholders
upon considerations made through the planning process based on their input.

Information that will be recorded in the database will include:
= Stakeholder contact details (if available / disclosed)
= Engagement record details including issues raised and activity details

=  Summary of key discussion points, including any actions to be addressed.
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PLAN


https://www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au/advocacy-initiatives/community-engagement/best-practice-charter
https://www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au/advocacy-initiatives/community-engagement/best-practice-charter

Engagement Summary Report mgencg

8.2 Complaint and grievance management

The timely and effective management of enquiries and complaints is critical to the successful delivery of the
Proposal. Cogency's Complaint Management Framework has been designed to ensure that complaints are
processed in a timely, objective and fair manner.

From inception to completion, stakeholders have been and will continue to be advised of the appropriate
channels for enquiring about the Proposal and how to get involved.

During the early development phase of the Proposal, the dedicated point of contact will be the following:
Community & Stakeholder Engagement Consultant: Cogency Australia Pty Ltd (Cogency)

Key contact: Rebecca Wardle, Director

Email: consultation@cogencyaustralia.com.au

Phone: 0452 593 428

As the Proposal progresses into construction and operation, the dedicated point of contact for all enquiries
and complaints will be taken on by the Proponent, Potentia Energy. As a priority, all neighbours and key
stakeholders will be informed of the change directly. Subsequently, this Report and all associated
communication materials will be updated to reflect the new point of contact once finalised.
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9. Conclusion and next steps

The Proposal presents a significant opportunity to increase energy storage capacity in Victoria, thereby
contributing to enhanced energy security and price stability for households in the region. If approved, it
would play a key role in supporting Victoria's transition to a net-zero future.

From the outset of planning and development, the Proponent has made it a priority to be a positive and
proactive member of the local community. Genuine engagement with local community members and
stakeholders has been central to creating meaningful, lasting impacts. This commitment is demonstrated
through early and ongoing engagement with key stakeholders, including neighbouring residents,
Gannawarra Shire Council, DTP, CFA, North Central CMA and First Peoples — State Relations in the absence of
a RAP.

As outlined in this Report, the Proponent has shown they are committed to proactive and meaningful
engagement at all phases of the Proposal. This approach has fostered open and honest communication with
key stakeholders, as well as the Tragowel, Kerang and surrounding communities.

While minimising the potential impacts of the Proposal remains a priority, the Proponent is equally
committed to maximising the benefits for the local commmunity. Their approach to benefit-sharing funding
will be collaborative, tailored, transparent, and aligned with local needs and aspirations.

Looking ahead, the Proponent, with support from Cogency, remain dedicated to nurturing strong
relationships with stakeholders in the Tragowel, Kerang and surrounding communities. Through ongoing
engagement, valuable insights will continue to be gathered to inform the development of Community
Benefit Sharing initiatives, which would continue to evolve as the Proposal progresses through future phases.

This ongoing engagement underscores the Proponent’'s commitment to being valued members of the
community, ensuring that the voices and needs of local communities are heard and addressed throughout
the Proposal’s lifecycle.

Key next steps as part of the Proponent’'s ongoing engagement include:
» During Phase 2b (planning application and public exhibition):

- engage with community members and key stakeholders (via notification letters, factsheets, etc.) in
anticipation of the public exhibition of the Planning Application.

- respond to submissions and enquiries received, including as part of the formal submission response
to DTP.

= During Phase 3 (post-exhibition and decision), continue engaging with community and key
stakeholders to help shape the Community Benefit Sharing initiatives.
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Appendix A Best Practice Charter

The Best Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Projects is a voluntary set of commitments for Clean Energy

Council members designed to clearly communicate the standards that the signatories will uphold in the

development of current and new clean energy projects.

Potentia Energy is a proud signatory to the CEC Best Practice Charter, and they adopt the Charter’s principles

during their engagement activities with project’s stakeholders.

The Proponent commits to upholding the following commitments during engagement on the Proposal:

We will engage respectfully with the local
community, including Traditional Owners
of the land, to seek their views and input
before submitting a development
application and finalising the design of the
Proposal.

We will provide timely information and be
accessible and responsive in addressing the
local community's feedback and concerns
throughout the life of the Proposal.

We will be sensitive to areas of high
biodiversity, cultural and landscape value in
the development and operation of the
Proposal.

We will minimise the impacts on highly
productive agricultural land and explore
opportunities to integrate agricultural
production.

We will consult the community on the
potential visual, noise, traffic and other
impacts of the Proposal, and on the
mitigation options.

We will support the local economy by
providing local employment and
procurement opportunities, where possible.

We will offer communities the opportunity
to share in the benefits of the Proposal, and
consult them on the options available,
including relevant governance
arrangements.

We commit to using the Proposal to
support educational and tourism
opportunities, where appropriate.

We will demonstrate responsible land
stewardship over the life of the Proposal
and welcome opportunities to enhance the
ecological, cultural and/or agricultural value
of the land.

During the life of the Proposal, we will
recycle waste materials where feasible and
commit to responsible decommissioning or
refurbishment/repowering of the site at the
end of the Proposal’s life.
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Appendix B Kerang Demographic Analysis
Table 7 — Kerang demographic analysis

Category ‘ Key statistics ‘
Population and *  The population of Kerang as of 2021 is 3960. Since 2016, the population has increased
slightly from 3633.
=  The median age is 51 years old, compared to VIC's median age of 38.
=  The largest age group is 65-69-year-olds (8.6%).

forecasting

Ethnicity, Ll In 2021, 86.3% of people in Kerang were born in Australia.
migration and . 3.9% of people identify as.Ab.originaI and/or Tqrres Strait I.slander. .
lanquages . The three largest ancestries in 2021 were English, Australian and Scottish.
guag = 90.2% of people spoke English only at home, 0.3% (11 people) spoke Green, and 0.2% (9
people) spoke Greek.
. In 2021, 39.0% people identified as not religious and 16.9% of people identified as Catholic.
Education and »  46.9% of the population (1,553 people) in 2021 listed that they participated in the labour
force, and of those 55.9% (8688 people) work full-time and 32.7% (508 people) work part-
employment time.

=  Ananalysis of the jobs held by the resident population in 2021 shows the three most
popular occupations were Professionals (238 people or 16.1%), Technicians and Trades
Workers (232 people or 15.7%) and Managers (197 people or 13.4%).

=  The 3 main industries of employment were Local Government Administration (116 people or
7.9%), Hospitals (except Psychiatric Hospitals) (96 people or 6.5%) and Supermarket and
Grocery Stores (71 people or 4.8%).

L] In 2021, 106 people (10.7%) were attending tertiary education.

= On Census Day, 71.9% of people travelled to work in a private car.

Households, =  There was a total of 1,856 private dwellings in 2021, averaging 2.1 people per household.

dwellings and L] Households were comprised of 976 (58.7%) family households, and 642 (38.6%) single
person households.

home tenure . In 2021, 50.6% of households contained three bedrooms.
= In 2016, 400 households (27.4%) did not have an internet connection at the dwelling.

Income and =  The median weekly household income was $1,006 in 2021, compared to $1,759 in VIC

= 2174 individuals, or 65.6% of the population did unpaid domestic work a week before
Census Night.

= 24.3% of the population (803 people) reported doing voluntary work through an
organisation or group over the past 12 months.

= 482 carers were providing unpaid assistance to a person with a disability, long term illness
or old age in 2021. This represents 14.6% of the population aged over 15 years old.

= 713 people (21.5% of people aged 15+) provided unpaid care to children in 2021.

unpaid work
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Appendix C Collateral

Tragowel BESS Website

potenl!g 0 About Us Projects News Products Work With Us

Tragowel BESS

KeyDetails  Approvals  Timeline  Project Contact

Overview

The proposed Tragowel BESS Project is at the early stages of planning

and design iterations. The proposed project is being developed by

Potentia Energy, with support from Green Swith Australia and
specialist Technical

required in preparation to lodge a Planning Application are currently

underway. The consent authority for the proposed project is the

Victorian Government Department of Transport and Planning (DTP)

Subject to obtaining the necessary approvals, the proposed Tragowel
BESS project would comprise of a 200 MW / 800 MWh utility-scale
energy storage project, located approximately 7 kilometres south of
Kerang, within the Shire of Gannawarra. Sited close to the Kerang
Terminal Station, this strategic location ensures strong connectivity to
the local electricity grid, making it a crucial infrastructure project for the
region. Construction of the proposed project is targeted to commence in
2027, with operations due to begin in 2029.

Project Approvals

Technical development assessments required in preparation to
lodge a Planning Application are currently underway. The
consent authority for the proposed project is the Victorian
Gavernment Department of Transport and Planning (DTP).

The development is eligible for approval through DTP's
Development Facilitation Program (DFP) which is an
accelerated assessment pathway for eligible projects to inject
invest in the Victorian economy, keep people in jobs and create
homes for people.

All opplications lodged to DTP will be determined by the
Minister for Planning or the Department of Transport and
Planning under delegation

Project Timeline

Mid [ ] Preparing Planning Application -
2025

Potentia Eneray is preparing a series of technical assessments such as bushfire, ecology,

acoustic, hydrolagy, traffic, visual impact and culture heritage to accompany the planning

application. These will autline any potential impacts of the site and will recommend ways to

manage or mitigate those impacts.

The outcomes of these assessments will provide directions for Potentia Energy to ensure the
Tragowel BESS is safe and any potential impacts are minimised.

Community engagement for the proposed project including providing infermation about the
project and seeking community and neighbour feedback on the propesal. Cogency Australia
hos been engaged to undertake the planning and stakeholder engagement during the early
stages of the project development

2026 @ Target lodgement of the Planning Application +
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Letter of Introduction
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energy

Mame of Resident
Address of Resident

20 August 2025

Dear 300U,
RE: Propesed bsttery anergy storsge system (BESS) in Tragowel

On behslf of our dlients. Green Switch Austrslia and Eglegfis. Energy. Cogency is pleased to
infroduce the Tragowel bsttery energy storsge system (BESS) proposel and inform you of
upooming ground investigation works. We are leading the planning and stskeholder
engagement for this project snd are working collabarsfively with Green Switch Australia and
Brtentis.Energy.

Tragowel BESS

The propased Tragowel BESS wauld invalve the construcion and cperstion of a utilty-scale
BESS with @ nominal capacity of up to 200 MW/ 800 MVh, mesning it will provide sround four
haurs of energy storsge. The BESS is proposed to be developed on 3 23-hectare sgriculturs!

in Teapmwel and the footprint cled to occupy
approximstely 7 hectares. The site is addressed Loddon Valley Highway, Tragowel 3578, and is
locsted to the south of the Kerang Solar Plant. The proposal would connect to the existing
Kerang Terminal Station via an underground fransmission cable.

A BESS is technology that stores electricity in batte for later use.

supply =nd demand, supports grid stability, and sto from & varisty of

ncluding renewsble sources, The batiery wil pariipate in the energy market, charging during
fimes when thers is excess energy, and discharging thet energy st times when demand on the
grid is higher.

Green Switch Australia

Green Switch Australia is & developer of ulilty-scale solar and storege projects, overseeing
seversl solar farms in Victoria, New Scuth Wsles, snd the Australian Capitsl Territory.

Green Switch Australia has been ing i in the renewsble energy for
‘over 20 years. with & proven success in developing, building, owning, and cperating its
renewsble energy projects. The leadership of Green Switch hes delivered over 2.0 GW of solar
renewsbles since 2015

Eslentia Energy

Batentis.Energy is & leading Australizn renewsble energy developer and asset owner, with 5
grawing portiolio of ufity-scale wind, solsr, and battery storage projects, including the 34 MW
Cohuns and B3 MV Girgarme Solar Farms in Victoris. At Cohuna, Egteqlis Energy pertnered

potentia

energy

with Agricutture Victoris to research how plant and livestock production can co-exist with solsr
infrastructure. At Girgarre, its strong community partnerships were recognised with the Clean
Energy Council's Gommunity Value and Impact award.

With 889 MW in operafion, 226 MV under canstruction. and a strong pipeline of future projects.
Ealenfis.Energy is focused on defivering relisble, sustsinable, and commercially visble energy.
Its spproach ta engsgement is guided by the “Cresting Shared Vslue” philasaphy — ensuring

that i by mesningful 9.
for iies, lendholders, snd Traditional Owr stage.

Next steps

In the coming waeks, we wil i i works on th d site s

part of our prefiminary d&lgn and planning phase. ta ensure that & facility csn be built and
‘opersted sat . n to our neighbours. We would fike to invite you, as a nearby
resident, for a face-to-facs meaimg with the project team st your peanery_and provide you with
‘an opportunity to leam more abaut the propossl.

Please let us know if you are availsble on one of the following detes and s specific time that we

should stop by
- Wednesdsy. 17 September 2025 between 11:00am — 6:00pm, or
- Thursdsy. 18 September 2025 between 5:00am — 4:00pm

i this timing yau, please let us know, and we can amange n

anline meating st your convenience

Graen Switch Australia snd Botankis.Eneroy sre committed to providing the locs| community
‘with further information sbout the project and its potentisl banefits. The project team are slso
working on @ series of stskeholder engagement activities, including & Community Drop-in
Session hasted in the coming months — deteils of which wil be shered with you in due course —
providing an opportunity for project stakehoiders ta mest the project tesm snd ask any
questions you may have sbout the proposed project

y 3 to contact Cogency on 0452 603 428 or
at consultation@cogencysustralia com.au

Yours sincersly,

FRbeea Wardle

Rebecca Wardle
‘Co-Founder & Director
Cogency Australia

i relalel =
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Letter of Invitation
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15 October 2025

Dear Owner/Occuper,
RE: Proposed Tragowel battery energy storage system (BESS) upcoming engagement

On behalf of our clients, Green Switch Australia and Potentia Eneray, Gogency is pleased to
invite you to the upcoming Gommunity Drop-In Session for the Tragowel battery energy storage
system (BESS) proposal. Gogency has been engaged fo lead the project' planning and garly
stage engagement for the proposed Tragowel BESS

Polentia Energy would be the ovners and operators of the proposed Tragowel BESS.
Energy is being assisted by Green Switch Australia in the development of the proposal Both
Potentia Energy and Green Switch Australia have extensive experience in the development and
operation of renewable energy projects throughout Australia.

Together, they bring over 25 years of expertise in the field, prioritising the community at every
stage

Tragowel BESS

The proposed Tragoviel BESS, subject to approvals, would comprise the construction and
‘operation of a 200MW (megawatt) / 00MWh (megawatt hour) BESS. The utiity-scale facility
will deliver approximately four hours of energy storage to help maintain grid stability

It would have a development foatprint of approximately 7 hectares on an agricultural property at
Lndnnn Valley Highway, located south of the Kerang Solar Plant. The project would connect to
Terminal Station via cable.

Community Drop-In Session — Tuesday 11 November

The project team seeks 1o meet with Tragowel and Kerang residents and inferested community
members and organisations to infroduce the proposal and receive preliminary feedback.

In recent weeks, the project team has met with several neighbours of the proposed
development, providing an opportunity to begin gathering initial feedback and comments

We are now preparing to expand our engagement activities to include the broader community
and other interested groups. The upcoming Drop-In Session presents an opportunity to make
initial comments and have those cansidered in the Planning Application, which is currently

under development.

Once the Planning Application is lodged with the Department nTTmnspnrt and Plannmg,
interested parties will have the opportunity to make a formal st
considered by the State Government as part of its “sessment o e Blan ng App\l:nllun and
decision-making process.

We are targeting to submit the Planning Application in December 2025.

anel =

PLAN

potentia

Proposed Tragowel BES!

No RSVP required.

Date [ Tussdey 11 November 2025

Teme | 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Looetion [ i iai 4 Nolan St Kerang 3570

‘Should you have any questions, please contact Cogency on 0452 593 428 of via
consultation@cogencyausiralia com.au.

We look forward to meeting you in November and discussing the proposal further.

Yours sincerely,

Febeeca Wardle

Rebecca Wardle
Co-Founder & Director
Cogency Australia

Proposed Tragowel BESS Concept Layout Plan
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You're
invited

Newspaper Advertisement

Tragowel BESS Proposal

Community Drop In Session

Preparation of a planning application is
underway for the Tragowel battery
energy storage system (BESS) proposal
at Loddon Valley Highway, Tragowel.

We're keen to provide more opportunities for
community members and stakeholders to meet
the project team, ask questions and share initial
feedback on the proposal.

Drop in to speak with the project team and leam
more about Potentia Energy and Green Switch
Australia's proposal for & 200 MW / 800 Mh
BESS, located near the Kerang Terminal Station.

Contact us

. 0452 593 428

= ia.com.a

@® i om. j by

Factsheet

Tragowel
BESS

EVENT DETAILS

Date: Tues, 11 November
Time: 1-5pm

Venue: Kerang Memorial
Hall, 4 Nolan St, Kerang

No RSVP required —
please stop by at any time.

We look
forward to
meeting you!

potentio N
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The Tragowel BESS is a proposed battery storage project designed to improve energy reliability and

deliver lasting benefits for the local community.

The Tragowsl battery energy storage system (BESS) is a proposed 200 MW/800 MWh utility-scale energy storage
project, lacated approximately 7 kiiometres south of Kerang, within the Shire of Gannawarra. Sited close to the Kerang
Terminal Station. this strategic location ensures strang connectivity to tha lacal electricity grid. making it a crucial

infrastructure project for the region.

Supporting local energy reliability

The proposed Tragowel BESS would help to strengthen
the local electricity network. A BESS is designed to stors
surplus energy, when customer demand is low and
release it when demand is high, supporting a more
stable. efficient, and reliable supply of power.

This technology helps manage fluctuations in the
elactrical grid and can ease pressure, especially during
busy periods. By doing so, the Tragowsl BESS would
help contribute to keeping electricity reliable and
affordable for homes and businesses across northern
Victoria and beyond.

Why this site?

The proposed st for the project has been
‘carefully chosen for Its suitabisty to support
the Tragows! BESS and s associated
Infrastructure, The site s fiat and has been
historically used for grazing and cropping.
s location near the Kerang Terminai
Station allows for a dirsct connection to the
slectricity network.

Existing roadside vagetation heips scraen
the sits from view, reducing visual Impacts
from nearby roads and properiies. The site
als0 has airect access o the Loddon Valley
Highway, meaning no upgrades ars nesded
to local roads, and minimal disruption Is.
‘expactad auring construction and operation.

Helping power a cleaner future

The proposed Tragowsl BESS would support local jobs
and procurement during construction, with ongoing
opportunities for regional contractors and suppliers.
Green Switch Australia and Potentia Energy are
committad to creating lasting value by prioritising
community needs and building strong local partnerships.

The project would improve how renewable energy is
storad and used, helping Victoria transition to a cleaner,
more sustainable energy system, Strengthening

i like this not only future-proofa our energy
network but also delivers long-term benefits for the
community.

Door knock - “Sorry, We missed you!” Cards

Sorry, we missed you

We are in the area today conducting a door knock for the
Tragowel Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) to
discuss the early design and planning for this propasal.

If you would like more information, please feel free to
contact us ot the details listed below.

Kind regards,
Potentia Energy and Green Switch Australi

R, 0452593428

4 consultation@cogencyaustralia.com.au

® m.

Sorry, we missed yo
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Planning Appieaton
submission and assessment

Puic axhibiion and
comeverily skmissions

Flanning appmual

Technical studies Want to know more?
We are currently carrying out 8 suits of technical We welcoms community feedback to beter understand
studies to inform the Planning Application. local valuss and pricrities, and inform planning for
potential benefit sharing inifiatives to be undertaken by
The following technical studies are undenway: the project.
+ Biodiversity Assessment
« Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Dus Diligence Scan tha OR code for our Community
Asssssment Survey!
« Agricultural Impact Assessment.
. Trenaport Impact Asssssmant Wa will reach out again when the Planning Application is
+ Moisa Impact Assasament ‘on public exhibition in tha coming months and share
« Fire Hazard and Rizgk Asseszment further detsils about the next stepa in the project's
« Landscaps and Visual Impact y activitiss,
+ Hydrology end Flooding Impact Assessmant
and Stormwater Managsment Strategy Should you have any qusstions, please resch out to our
friendly team for further information or to requsst 8
mesting.
Contact us

%, 0452583428

poten:gjg 0 @)Gmmﬁ v

[ consullation@cogencyaustralia.com.au

) potentisansrgy.com. sulprajecitiagowel-bessi
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Door knock plan

 SNITI00
3NVD Ae3378

Door Knock Plan
2405 - Tragowe| BESS

LEGEND
Proposal BESS Development Area Buffer
1271 BESS Dovolopmont Arca 3 1km

~: Transmission Devolopmant Aroa 2.5km

~ Underground transmission line .

Existing Features
Dwellings Roads
At Dwelings within 2.5km {9 dwellings) —+ Railline

|| Parcels

Version: 1.0

Dalo: 16/12:2025

Discamer. This plan ie
prelim ~ary anc supgct
vlac sl sl
approva .

cogency

Presentation to Gannawarra Shire Council

cogenc

potentia N

(®) Green Switc
\(:Y)GH.(_HAS-I‘I’

Tragowel BESS

varra Shire Counci

1. The Project Team

potentio ()

©) Green Switch

The Proponents

Green Switch Australia and Potentia Energy are developing the project,
both experienced renewable energy developers with a proven track record
delivering large-scale solar and battery projects in Australia and
intemationally. Both are committed to transparent and collaborative
engagement with communities, landholders, and Traditional Custodians.

Green Switch Australia operates across Victoria, NSW, and the ACT, with
over 20 years of combined local and international experience. Potentia
Energy is a leading Australian asset owner and developer with a growing
portfolio of wind, solar, and battery projects, including the Cohuna and
Girgarre Solar Farms in Victona

= v

cogency

Planning and Engagement Team

Supporting the project is Cogency Australia,
as the planning and engagement consultant

ADVERTISED
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Tragowel BESS
2. The Site

Loddon Valley Highway. Tragowel
Approx. 11ha (of 23 ha lancholding)

Currently used for grazing sheep and
production of fodder, hay/siiage.

Strategically located on low-vaiue
agricultural land used for grazing

Kerang Solar Plant to the north. Tragowe!
Swamp Nature Conservation 1o the SW.

Situated close to existing electrical
Infrastructure inc Kerang Terminal Station.

Non-native vegetation dominates much of
the site.

Flat with few trees, providing ciear views
of the highway & surrounding landscape

Existing tree coverage provides
vegetalive screening along the southern
boundary.

PLAN

Project Introduction

The Project Team

The Site

Other Renewable Energy Projects
Nearby Sensitive Receptors

REZ

RAP

Site Photos

The Proposal

Planning and

Zoning
Overlays

Other Planning Considerations
Key Considerations
Engagement

Next Steps
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3. Other Renewable 4. Nearby Sensitive
Energy Projects Receptors

There are several renewable energy
developments in proximily to the Project that
pian to use the Kerang Terminal Station,
including

« 9 Dwellings have been identified within
2.5km of the project site
47 Dwellings have been identified within
Skm of the project site

Kerang Solar Piant (adjacent)
Kerang Solar and BESS Hybrid (approx
2km NW)

Kerang BESS (approx. 2km NW/)

o Kerang (Acciona) Solar Farm (approx.
4km (NW)

cogency @ Green Switch potentia n

Tragowel BESS Tragowel BESS

5. Renewable 6. RAP
Energy Zone

There is no Registered Aboriginal
Party for the project site.
Three Traditional Custodian groups
with an interest in the region have
been engaged as part of the CHMP
process, including
Barapa Barapa Aboriginal
Corporation (BBAC),
Wamba Wemba Aboriginal
Corporation (WWAC) and
Wiran Aboriginal Corporation
(WAC)

The proposal is located within the
proposed VTP North West REZ.

poteatia )

gy

©)Grea
@ roon swtc

Tragowel BESS Tragowel BESS
7. Site Photos 7. Site Photos

View from norther boundary looking east and south

to south east

b IO T — —=iS O =

Tragowel BESS Tragowel BESS
7. Site Photos 8. The Proposal

The proposed 200 MW / 800 Mh utity-scale BESS
deveiopment would Include the folomng:

Undergrouns ransmision consecton fo e
Kerang Terminal Station
BESS units
Inverters and ransformers
Swich ooms and conto busding
Substation and associated electical infastnuciure
Storage containers and water tanks.
Lanascaping/Screening
Operations ans maintenance buiking
Car parking
/Access points and intermai racks.
Firebreaks
View looking north along Loddon Valley Highway towards the point S e Mo T s
where new junction will facilitate right turning into the BESS site. = N woneleion temoYeY
- Eorwons

Kerang Terminal Station substation. Photo is taken from
0ld Echuca Road junction with Loddon Valley Highway
looking directly west to the substation. 220kV powerline
from Bendigo, is on the left (south) side of the image
(pylon).

cogency @menswich  potentio n

bl @Gmenswicn  potentia n
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Tragowel BESS

9. Zoning

Farming Zone

To provide for the use and encourage
retention of agricultural land.

To ensure non-agricultural uses do not
aaversely affect the use of land for
agriculture

Tragowel BESS

11. Overlays

sco2
Does not apply to BESS land use

Applies to the use and development
undertaken by or on be behalf of
Goulbum-Murray Water for

‘Goulbum-Murray Water Connections
Project

6  Water: Connections Project and
Water Efficiency Project Incorparated Document,
Novemer 2021

Tragowel BESS

Goulbum-Murray Water - Water Efficiency
Project

13. Key Considerations

+ Preiminary technical Investigations are underway and have

helped to inform the design of the BESS Site

« Several factors have been carefully assessed o ensure the
that

y
environment and communiy context

Key pianning & design considerations for the BESS

« Flooding impacts and stormwater management: Inital

11000 isks and stormwater flows across the sie.

+ Cable Route Investigations: Two polential transmission foutes
explored. Final route selected » least environmental and

technical constraints.

« Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Considerations: Site

‘ensure potential Aboriginal cultural heritage values are
protected

Tragowel BESS

15. Next Steps

The following technical studies are currently
being prepared for the proposal

Traffic (OneMileGrid)
Ecology (Ecolink)
‘Agricuture (Ag Challenge)
Fire (FRC)

Noise (SLR)

Hydrology (DCE)

Cultural Heritage (GML)
Visual (Peter Haack)

©omensueh

== A

cogency poterto

(©) Groen Switc
@roensuitcn

Ground Investigation works are to be completed at end-
September

After completing the technical studies. we anticipate finalising
and lodging the planning permit application by Q4 2025 or Q1
2026

The Planning Application will be submitted via the
Development Faciltation Program (DFP) under Clause 53 22
(significant econommic development).

The Planning Minister is the Responsible Authority under
Ciause 72.01. with the Council able to make a SUDMIssion
Pending approval, construction of the proposal is expected to
begin in 2027 and be fully operational by 2026,

bl

potenti 19

(© Green Switch
@ areen switch

Tragowel BESS

10. Overlays

ESO4 and ESO2

« Identify land potentialty liable to
Inundation and likely 1o suffer from poor
drainage.

Ensure development is compatidle with
the fiood hazard and local drainage
‘conditions and wil not cause a signiicant
nise in flood levels

oo

© Groen Swi

Tragowel BESS
12. Other Planning Considerations

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Sensitivity
Areas of Aboniginal Custual Hertage: however,
170 Aborginal cultural hertage artefacts Kentfied
Guring complex testing
Prokminary Aborginal ullural hertage
investigations completed, with a CHIP
underway

Low elinood of further culturai hertage being
present

‘Selected transmission cable route will not impact
heritage values

Bushfire Prone Areas
The entirety of the site is within a designated
bushfire-prone area
CFA Design Guidelines and Mode!
for Renewable Energy Fackities (2025) have
been applied to the sting and design of the
BESS to mnmise the impact of potental
Dushfires and fire risk

b

@
©roon swtcn

Tragowel BESS
14. Engagement

Progress to date
- The engagement program will be scheduled to allow

i ample time for interested parties to be informed and
invoived, well in advance of lodging the planning permit
application

- The proposal will be Introduced o the broader local
‘community via local newspapers and a Community
Drop-in Session to be held later in the year

y with key
(Council, Traditional Custodians, and neighbour
properties) has occurred and wiil continue throughout
the planning process

Near-neighbour engagement took piace in September
2025.

+ Amailout was completed to all residents within Skm of
the project in mid-August

Door knocking {o residents within 2km of the project
will occur on Wednesday, 17 September, and
Thursday, 18 September. (0 iniroduce the project.
inform residents of ground investigation works, and
answer questions.

PENY  Gonersun  potentia D
@) GreenA Swrgch Cogency

enel |

potentio ()
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CDIS 1 - Information Boards

Tragowel
BESS

Project overview

The propossd Tragows| BESS would invelve the
conatruction and operation of & utity-acale
battery energy storage system (BESS) and
associated infrastructure.

e Kerang Termns i na 7o Kera Sow Part.

Key Energy Benefits

© Froy o euing cworce
Fpmrcen Ko Tae

W3 ek @ conic . i, s
asincts ana 4 ransmision convactin ko the Kaneq

o wcncty g

Facotae e bwason o ceas s

Tragowel
BESS

Planning pathway

Bafor e Tragowetbatey armrgy horage wpsem @ES3)
ropemslcan progrees.  pknring parm wel oe equires.

o Mt o i -
meratsn oy o o ey pere. et s
7 onca e 3o i 7 Cogermen: ¢ 1107
iy

Fr e e DT i assas e s agar Po poces
oonts 3 ke o o Garmasams g Scran
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oeaes, e at Veskows v e CF A s any pevesire
rocees vom r commrey.

™ Carears Srie Caunct nave o snptn 1 AIG
[l -

:m.- the proposal E

approved,
authorities check to ==
make sure it....

Concept layout

et o gy

Design considerations

Indicative timetrame

° Ternce it e .
©Q - .

ettt

Tragowel
BESS

The proponents

Potentia Energy

Green Switch Australia

‘onergy developer and asset owner, co-owned by

of uiy-acale solar and batery storage projects,
Now

storage projocts across Australl.

Vao ang mpoct Awars.

‘Grosn Swich's sxpertse spans th fu project fecycio

‘anc asrong ppotine of fluroprejects, Poonta Energy
e, and

o ong-lem cwnarship and operaions - bringing gobal

Commitment to engagement

The engagement approson Is guided by recogrsed
Dest practcs rameworks, noung:

Potentia Energy and Green Switch Australia are

process through planning, construction and
operation

s commment ncuges:
~ Eany nc proacive engagemant wih nalgnbours,
community membars and ke stakahoider.

P — cosainPrcice
Pricpte. s Nt snd el Enayy Prects

ane
Reneuast sy Dovbgma A G o Fanewaia
vy Derisor pses 021)

- DELWP S Enery Fachts Dasgnsnd Dvaipmnt
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BESS

Noise and Fire

Noi

Mitigation

oo ©

Fire Risk Mitigation

may gratn orma cine. owmve, mesmirse sl

Prongpate (LFF) tatry e, which, ek, vt

rsunang commnty.
i ey crmnn et ot 8 oo e ey ey con
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What we are doing
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What is a BESS?

electricity from the grid and releases it when
naeded, halping to maintain a stable and reliable
energy supply.

Eacn BESS Incudes seresof bty encosurss (simaar
contaees

oo systom neips Kesp o Nationat locnly Markot (NEM)

- Whon thas s excess sscrcly n tho grd - such as

By ropoating s process daly, s BESS supports renewable Battory Rack
o saoy

anorgy ntograton ana Improves

Grid connection

The proposed Tragowe! BESS wil connect o the K

g Tomina taton.
Josatedneary.

The connoction wouid b6 Wa an underground transmission

Termina Slaton, songeids the ranwey ins.

potentig (D @areen suitr

Community Benefit Sharing

to Deli g Local Benefits
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Benefit sharing brainstorm poster

Tragowel
BESS

Early community benefit sharing brainstorm

potentia ) @ areon suit

Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions

The proposed 2ge System
technology, including a
from the gnd, and than
Wihat is the project? o but
s I the event of a power BE:
£ far i size and oa
Snigping container. Each battery und Nouses & nuRer
conirol equipment
1234 Tragowel Vickara, on

Gl Where s it located? fand drecsy south of the Kerang

by the Laddon Valley

The proposed sie i sirategicatly located ciose
tang.

Zone

e

Tragowel BE

Frequently Asked Questions

potentio n

wind, solar ¥

At Girgarre,

Farms in Victona. At Cohyna,

Infasinucture
Vakie and impact award

y sustainate,

Value” phiasaphy

ol
collaboration, benefitsharing, and respect for communites, landhoiders, and Tradtional Owners at every stage

tams in Victoria, New

South Wales, Termory

nt

energy sector for over 20 years,
progects

Dulding, owning.

2015,

operation of the proposed

BESS s

be remaved,

tarmianed. This fesorat

Procurement, [}

EPG (Engneering,

possble

Frequently Asked Questions

potentio

construcson

Oureg

Beyond jobs

from the project?

delnver socral

we and feadback nput

your suggesiicns

L —

managed
minimum

What impacts willthe proposed project have on the

construction?

emironment

potentia D
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] What's the status of the project?

Who approves the project?

Who owns the project?

Tragowel BESS

tages.

.
the suitabisty and potential Impacts of e Tragows| BESS. These assessments are bei

ing.
wsual, traffc, hyceciogy, fre, and

roise, and wil

Department of

T " o his project

fegukations, environmental standards, and Communy ConSideratons.

oy are.

Frequently Asked Questions

Question

£ project’

contractors 10 dentiy on

1o the Kerang Terminai Stabon

Potenta Eneray many temotely s

mainlenance activities on site.
‘Subject o cbtaining the necessary approvals. construction of the proposed Tragowe!
2021, 2028

The proposed BESS is expected 1o operate for 20 %0 30 years.

e,

Tragowe

recycing, of

b removed
and treated approprately.

potentig

Frequently Asked Questions

‘project to date?

Project Benefis

which inchudes
otthe

actities such
project area,
arpanisatians, 35 well a5 targeted engagement wéh broader community and kocal

neigroous

potento
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Planning | Engagement | Strategy

Cogency provides planning, environmental assessment and stakeholder engagement
services for the renewable energy, property, clean tech and circular economy sectors.

Our collaborative teams bring a uniquely nuanced understanding of planning
processes and the technical aspects of renewable energy property, infrastructure and
circular economy projects, which helps to build a strong rapport and trust with local
community members and stakeholders.

Unlike many in-house engagement and planning teams that are managed
separately, our planners work in collaboration with our engagement practitioners to
ensure that stakeholder and community consultation is at the heart of the planning
process and a critical tool for delivering positive outcomes for our clients.

www.cogencyaustralia.com.au




