
Power back
in our hands

By Simon Ruppert

Savings: From
July 1 Victorians
switching their
energy plan to
the state
government’s
‘‘Default Offer’’
will see savings
on their bills of
up to $450 for
individuals and
$2050 for small
businesses.

Victorians could finally
see a reduction in energy
bills thanks to a state gov-
ernment initiative, which
was released as part of last
week’s budget.

Privitisation of the
energy market has been an
unprecedented failure with
Australia experiencing
some of the highest energy
bills in the developed world.

However, with the state
government setting up the
first-ever Victorian Default
Offer, the public can poten-
tially see savings of up to
$450 per year.

More than 130 000 Victor-
ian households will benefit
from July 1, when they are
switched to the Victorian
Default Offer from their
current costly standing
offers.

And Victorian small busi-
nesses will see even higher
savings with more than
30 000 also projected to
make savings of between
$1380 and $2050 a year.

A Benalla business own-
er, who asked not to be
named, said the reduction
would only be a small
amount of all costs incurred
in a year — but it could
make a difference to small-
er businesses.

‘‘With small businesses
and start-ups there are so
many costs,’’ she said.

‘‘A $1000 to $2000 cut
isn’t necessarily a big sav-
ing, but it could mean you
can keep an extra staff
member on, or you will be
able to keep more stock to
offer more options to cus-
tomers.

‘‘It’s small breaks here
and there that allow you to
keep the doors open when
you first set up a business.

‘‘So that small amount
could mean that a small
business can survive and
grow into a big business.’’

Energy, Environment
and Climate Change Minis-
ter Lily D’Ambrosio said
the new Default Offer was
in line with advice from the
Essential Services Commis-
sion.

‘‘We’ve set a fair price
based on advice from the
experts — delivering auto-
matic savings for thousands
of Victorian households
and small businesses from
July 1,’’ Ms D’Ambrosio
said.

‘‘This is one of the biggest
reforms to the energy sector
in over a decade — and it’s
not just available to people
currently on standing

offers, anyone can ask for
the Victorian Default Offer.

‘‘This is just one of the
ways we’re putting power
back into the hands of Vic-
torians, as we put solar on
770 000 homes and cut the
cost of energy.’’

From July 1, Victorians
can ditch confusing, costly
electricity offers and choose
the Victorian Default Offer,
a fair price on energy that
has been assessed by
experts.

The new measure is part
of the state government’s
final response to the biparti-
san Independent Review of
the Electricity and Gas
Retail Markets in Victoria.

Ms D’Ambrosio said in
addition, the Solar Homes
package was helping Victo-
rians take control of their
energy bills by rolling out
solar panels, solar hot
water or solar batteries to
770 000 homes in the next
10 years.

‘‘The Labor Government
has also helped more than
200 000 people compare
their energy offer through
our $50 Power Saving
Bonus, with Victorians who
use the site saving an aver-
age of $330 on their energy
bills in the first year alone,’’
Ms D’Ambrosio said.
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ENROL MIDYEAR TO BEGIN YOUR NEW 
CAREER IN 2020!

NO HIDDEN COSTS, $400 FLAT FEE*, $80 CONCESSION FOR THIS COURSE.

*To eligible Skills First Funded applicants. This training is delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government Funding

The Centre for Continuing Education Inc. Reg No. A0001858K 
A Child Safe Organisation  |  TOID 4172  |  thecentre.vic.edu.au 

Our successful partnership with local aged care facilities has seen learners
study on campus and then apply their skills in industry the very next day.

CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support
(Ageing, Home and Community)

Phone 1300 843 236 or visit thecentre.vic.edu.au
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