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1 Introduction

1.1 Project Background
Plans have been prepared to install power line infrastructure to connect existing lines
to a new solar farm site at Dane Road, Stawell, just north of the Stawell township.

Tree Wishes consultancy was engaged to assess the native vegetation and biodiversity
impacts of this proposal.

1.2 Study Area Details

Variable/Constant Description

General Description of
the Land

Municipality

Planning Zones

Bioregion
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1.3 Study Area

The site lies on private land at 105 Dane Road Stawell, with the new power line
infrastructure to run through this property and into 58 Dane Road. Figure 1 shows the
location of Dane Road in the landscape, with Figure 2 showing the approximate
location of the proposed power poles and alignment.

Detailed pole locations are shown in Section 4.

aUET SEIUBIG
3
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Figure 1. The location of the project in blue within the landscape.

Figure 2. The approximate location of new power poles and lines (in red) in 105 Dane
Road, Stawell. Existing powerlines are shown in yellow.
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1.4 Scope of Assessment

The objective of this report is to provide native vegetation and biodiversity planning
advice on the most appropriate location of power-poles and trenching and thereafter
determine the biophysical and legislative implications of the proposal. The following
steps were undertaken to provide this advice:

1. A detailed desktop review of existing databases including DELWP modelling, NVIM,
Council sources, and Victorian Biodiversity Atlas.

2. A site visit to survey native vegetation and biodiversity features (confirm desktop
analysis and check for any anomalies.)

3. A report providing advice on obligations.

ADVERTISED
2  Desktop Review PLAN

2.1 Native Vegetation Definition
. . . This, copied document to be made gvailable

In Victoria, a planning permltfbg, Teauir. Oggmylgba%troy r lop native vegetation.
Native vegetation is defined mcﬂmldéi@hmnaarRiaﬂnmgaPrOV|S| ns as “plants that are
. . . . n ” H H
!ndlgen_ous to Victoria, ncluﬁ?ﬁ%"ﬁﬂeﬂé‘ nwmnment €gragses”. A planning permit
is required to remove 1aqr}{gdghf}t§mt gi;{mtlo , unless an exemption
applies. The Guidelings fopurghe wtecha:wi,b@ehtaughon or lopping of native
vegetation (the Guidelines) classify rf&ivEeegetation in two categories; remnant

patches and scattered trees.

Patch
A patch of native vegetation is:

e an area of vegetation where at least 25 per cent of the total perennial understorey
plant cover is native, or

e any area with three or more native canopy trees where the drip line of each tree
touches the drip line of at least one other tree, forming a continuous canopy, or

e any mapped wetland included in the Current wetlands map, available in DELWP
systems and tools.

Scattered tree
A scattered tree is:

* a native canopy tree that does not form part of a patch.

Tree Wishes Land Care Advice | 7
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2.2 NatureKit
NatureKit is a tool to display and produce maps of Victoria's biodiversity, native
vegetation, and flora and fauna data.

NatureKit details information on Victoria's:

e Vegetation
e Biodiversity

. iatinds ADVERTISED
¢ Marine and coast PLAN
e Disturbance

e (Catchments
¢ Land administration and classification

2.2.1 Remnant Ecologi i

A search of the DEECA NaturgKitravealed threekNeswersigredicted to occur across
the project area, detailed belofwr TheditefalisinticiheliGoldfields (Gold) Bioregion.

its consideration and review as

e EVC 175 - Grassy Wdodlaad ¢falplepaie)rocess under the
 EVC S5 - Plains Grassy Y{gGATL ERGBNARTEED cd for any
e EVC 68 - Creekline Grassy WopdlanditEndangesed hny
copyright

2.3 Victorian Biodiversity Atlas

The VBA is a database of flora and fauna recordings across the state. It provides
information about the location of species and how they have changed over time. As
the tool relies on observations submitted by individuals and organisations, it does not
necessarily reflect the diversity of species within an area, as some areas are yet to be
surveyed or have survey data entered.

2.3.1 Threatened Flora
A search of the DEECA VBA revealed that three threatened flora species have been
recorded at or within 1 kilometre of the project within the last twenty years.

The species names, statuses, protections and likelihood of occurrence are listed below
in Table 1.

2.3.2 Threatened Fauna
A search of the DEECA VBA revealed that no threatened fauna species had been
recorded at or within 1 kilometre of the project within the last twenty years.

Tree Wishes Land Care Advice | 8
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2.4 EPBC Act Protected Matters

The EPBC protected matters search tool generates reports that will help determine
whether matters of national environmental significance or other matters protected by
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 are likely to occur
in the area of interest.

The tool was used to generate a report for the project area and a 1-kilometre buffer of
the project.

2.4.1 Threatened Flora
The protected matters report detailed one flora species likely to occur or whose habitat
is likely to occur within the area.

The species names, statuses, protections and likelihood of occurrence are listed below
in Table 1.

2.4.2 Threatened Fauna
The protected matters report detailed one bird which is known to occur, or their
habitat is known to occur within the area.

The species, their statuses, protections and likelihood of occurrence are listed below in
Table 2.

2.4.3 Threatened Ecological Communities
The EPBC protected matters report detailed the following ecological communities that

may occur or are likely to occur within the area.

e White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native
Grassland; Critically Endangered. Community likely to occur within area

e Buloke Woodlands of the Riverina and Murray-Darling Depression Bioregions;
Endangered. Community may occur within area.

e Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa) Grassy Woodlands and Derived Native
Grasslands of South-eastern Australia; Endangered. Community likely to occur
within area.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

ADV E RT | S E D part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

P L AN The document must not be used for any
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2.5 Native Vegetation Information Management System

The Native Vegetation Information Management system (NVIM) is an online tool to
access Victoria’s native vegetation information. The tool is designed for accessing the
information and generating reports required to apply for a permit to remove native
vegetation using Victoria’s permitted clearing regulations (Clause 52.16 and Clause
52.17 of the Victoria Planning Provisions).

The tool generates a report that can be submitted with an application for a permit to
remove native vegetation. The tool also determines what assessment pathway an
application will follow.

2.5.1 Assessment Pathway
The assessment pathway for an application to remove native vegetation reflects its

potential impact on biodiversity and is determined from the location and extent of the
native vegetation to be removed. The three assessment pathways are:

e Basic — limited impacts on biodiversity.

» Intermediate — could impact on large trees, endangered EVC, and sensitive wetlands
and coastal areas.

e Detailed — could impact on large trees, endangered EVC, sensitive wetlands and
coastal areas, and could significantly impact on habitat for rare or threatened species.

Location category
Extent of native vegetation

Location 1 Location 2 Location 3
Lessthan 0.5 hectares and not including any large trees Basic Intermediate Detailed
Lessthan 05 hectares and including one or more large trees  Intermediate  Intermediate Detailed
0.5 hectares or more Detailed Detailed Detailed

Figure 3. Extent of native vegetation removal and location category to determine
application pathway.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

ADV E RT l S E D part of a planning process under the
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copyright
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2.5.2 Location Risk

According to the NVIM mapping, the project area lies within Location categories 1, 2
and 3. This means an application to remove native vegetation may follow the Basic,
Intermediate or Detailed pathway.

2.5.3 Condition Score

The native vegetation condition map is a modeled layer based on survey data
combined with a benchmark model and a range of other environmental data. The
condition score of native vegetation is a site-based measure of how close the native
vegetation is to its mature natural state, as represented by a benchmark reflecting pre-
settlement circumstances. Condition score is a score out of 100, with 100 being very
good condition and 0 being no condition.

According to the NVIM mapping, remnant native vegetation at the project area is
between 0 and 80 points out of 100, suggesting that the cover and quality is likely to
be variable from low to high at the site.

2.5.4 Strategic Biodiversity Value Score

The strategic biodiversi mentary contribution to

Victoria’s biodiversity of ]ahggccglgggaorce!:llgté!\{te:t Ot%e%tllggg al\%:i?ﬂ)(?e across the state. This

score is the weighted averagg stiiategic Riqdivessityaylye score of the mapped native
vegetation calculated us|ng thétStratelicbiodivdnsitiewalue map.

part of a planning process under the
The strategic biodiversity s€breno ang Ferminanteriativd Yégetation at the project area
ranaes from 0.41 to 1.00 The document must not be used for any

9 ’ b purpose which may breach any

26 oot ADVERTISED

Local Planning Schemes

2.6.1 Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation
Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation of the Northern Grampians Planning Scheme requires a
permit for the removal of native vegetation. This does not apply:

e If the table to Clause 52.17-7 specifically states that a permit is not required.
e To the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation specified in the
schedule to this clause.

There is an exemption for planted vegetation that applies at this site, as table to
Clause 52.17-7 specifically states:

 Native vegetation that is to be removed, destroyed or lopped that was either planted,
or grown as a result of direct seeding.

2.6.2 Land Zones and Environmental Overlays
The project runs through the following two different land zones:

e Farming Zone (FZ)
e Rural Living Zone - Schedule 3 (RLZ3)

Tree Wishes Land Care Advice | 12



Vegetation and Biodiversity Report; Dane Road Stawell 2023

3 Results

3.1 Landscape Context

The site lies on the northern outskirts of Stawell, within a rural landscape. The
immediate areas are used for agriculture including grazing and cropping. Remnant
native vegetation present is restricted to isolated paddock trees, occasional small
patches on private land and along public roadsides.

Within the wider landscape the linear roadside vegetation loosely links to core areas of
vegetation to the west, namely Deep Lead Nature Conservation Reserves 1, 2 and 3.
Smaller, islanded reserves and private pockets remain in other directions within the

landscape.
ADVERTISED

3.2.1 Site Assessment
The alignment was assessed on foot by Tania Begg (DEECA qualified VQA Assessor)
from Tree Wishes in July 2023. This is a sub-optimum time for surveying some flora

species, as they may not be actively growing or be dormant at the time of survey.

Orchid species are likely|to be dormant at this time of year.
This copied document to be made available

Much of the project site cons?%éﬁé?ﬁ gfgﬁﬁ%n"g‘é@%ﬁ@%ed for grazing and cropping.

review as
The roadsides and drivewaygtif gq,&QEiQa(m@gga,gmgrted native vegetation.
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Indigenous Vegetation The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
Indigenous vegetation was restricted tompaddock trees and rpadside vegetation. The

paddock trees were Grey-Bex—{Eucalyptus—+hicrocarpd)—and—are considered Scattered

Trees.

3.2 Biodiversity Findings

The roadside vegetation consisted of overstorey eucalypts with a mixed understorey
including Hedge Wattle (Acacia paradoxa), Common Raspwort (Gonocarpus
tetragynus), Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha), Spear Grass (Austrostipa sp.), and
Wattle Mat-rush (Lomandra filiformis). This roadside vegetation is considered a
Remnant Patch.

Mapped Wetlands
There are no mapped wetlands involved in this project.
Non- Indigenous Vegetation

Much of the alignment supports non-indigenous vegetation. Exotic pastures dominate
with species such as Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne), Subterranean Clover
(Trifolium subterraneum), Capeweed (Arctotheca calendula) and Cocksfoot (Dactylis
glomerata) present.

Tree Wishes Land Care Advice | 13
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Planted Vegetation

The driveway at 105 Dane Road supports a native planted treeline of Grey Box
(Eucalyptus microcarpa) either side of the drive. Flax-lilies (Dianella sp.) have been
planted under these trees.

3.3 Threatened Flora and Fauna

Threatened flora species were searched for during the assessment, however, none
were observed. Orchid species may have been present and unable to be observed as
they are dormant at this time of year.

3.4 Threatened Communities
No threatened communities were observed within the project area.

3.5 Habitat Value

The habitat value of the site is moderate. The open paddocks offer low little habitat
value, with grazing being the only use fauna can make of the area. The roadsides
provide higher value, with diversity in species, good vegetative cover, and multiple
layers of understorey. Trees are older and some even provide hollows.

4 Biodiversity Impacts

4.1 Impact Details

Impacts on remnant native vegetation and scattered trees have been avoided as part
of the project design. Table 3 provides details of the vegetation at each proposed pole
location, as well as photographs and avoidance measures.

Some planted native trees (Grey Box) will be removed as part of the project at 105
Dane Road. The removal of these trees is exempt under the planted vegetation
exemption.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

ADV E RT l S E D part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.
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Vegetation and Biodiversity Report; Dane Road Stawell

Taken facing east frbm fhe driveWay into 105 Dane Road

showing the access to the solar farm, with the proposed

pole location in red.

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright

None.

Construction site, no vegetation.
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4.2 Avoidance and minimisation

Impacts on remnant native vegetation and scattered trees have been avoided as part
of the project design. Native vegetation and tree protection zones will be avoided
during the construction and must be marked as No-Go Zones.

4.3 Offsets
No offsets are required as part of the project.

4.4 Threatened Species

No threatened species were recorded during the site assessment. It is unlikely that any
threatened species would make use of the proposed impact areas. The pole locations
are within cleared and regularly disturbed paddocks.

4.5 Threatened Communities
There will not be an impact of any Endangered Ecological Vegetation Classes.

There will be no impact on state or federally listed ecological communities.

This copied document to be made v
5 Relevant Legjslationne sole purpose of enam RT|SED
its consideration and review as L AN

5.1 Commonwealtlh partof a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

5.1.1 EPBCA The document must not be used for any
- hi h

The Environment Protection aﬁarg?gﬁngfé‘ﬁgqbﬁggfva ion Act|1999 (EPBC Act) applies
to sites where proposed _developments or projects may have a significant impact on
matters of National Environmental Significance (NES). There are currently seven
matters of National Environmental Significance:

e World Heritage properties

¢ National Heritage places

e Nationally listed threatened species and ecological communities
e Listed migratory species

e Ramsar wetlands of international importance

e Commonwealth marine areas

e Nuclear actions (including uranium mining).

Under the EPBC Act, a proponent must refer proposed actions that may have a
significant impact on matters of national environmental significance to the Australian
Government Environment Minister (or delegate).

Relevance to proposal

Listed Flora
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e There are no listed flora species likely to be impacted by this project.
Listed Fauna

e There are no listed fauna species likely to be impacted by this project.
Listed Communities

e There are no listed communities likely to be impacted by this project.

Action required: No referral required. ADVERTISED
5.2 State PLAN

5.2.1 Environmental Effects Act (1978)
The criteria for the types of potential effects on the environment that might be of
significance and therefore warrant referral of a project include:

e potential clearing of 10 ha or more of native vegetation;

e matters listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988:
This copied document to be made available

o potential loss of a sitmificanteares ofealistediezologigal community; or
its c0n51derat10n and review as

o potential loss|of margeﬁw g on of an endangered or

threatened sp=c1ﬁ1,gea{] Q{nﬁlf‘é’ﬁ (i‘tcﬁtrfﬁ;simg), including as a result of
loss or fragmentatiopu®f idabitats nofy breach any
copyright

o potential loss of critical habitat; or

o potential significant effects on habitat values of a wetland supporting
migratory bird species;

e potential extensive or major effects on land stability, acid sulphate soils or highly
erodible soils over the short or long term;

e potential extensive or major effects on beneficial uses of waterbodies over the long
term due to changes in water quality, stream flows or regional groundwater levels.

There is no native vegetation removal required.

Action required: No Statement referral required.

5.2.2 FFG Act (1988)
The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) is the key piece of Victorian

legislation for the conservation of threatened species and communities, protected flora
and fauna and for the management of potentially threatening processes.
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Threatened species and vegetation communities are listed under the FFG Act and
action statements are prepared for each listed item, which provides background
information, reasons for decline and current threats, as well as management actions.
Protected flora species are not threatened but require protection for other reasons. For
example, highly sought-after species such as ferns, orchids and grass trees are
protected to control their removal in the wild.

Proposed works or activities on public land which may Kill, injure or disturb threatened
or protected flora species require a Protected Flora License or Permit from DEECA.

There are no listed species proposed to be impacted by this project.

Action required: No FFG permit required.

5.2.3 Wildlife Act 1975

The Wildlife Act 1975 is the primary legislation in Victoria for the protection of wildlife.
The Act requires that W|IdI|fe research (|e fauna salvage and translocation) is
regulated through a pe ELWP. Authorisation for
habitat removal must hgtg[;q,igggqounggrt%mg@;f@aiﬁgﬁe 1975 through a license
granted by DELWP. Any pefsotis siivplugdsdnf faatimgremoyal, salvage capture or
relocation of fauna dufing nﬁﬁfl tfl?r?ﬂéﬁﬁﬂfb’éf’v ¥ hold |a current Management

L ng process un er the
Authorisation under the WI|£&%M m,glrl:mment Act 1987.

. . The document must not be used for any
Action required: No action grQHiF&dvhich may breach any

copyright

5.2.4 Planning and Environment Act (1987)

Since 1989, a planning permit from Council is required for proposals to remove,
destroy or lop native vegetation on land greater than 0.4 hectares. In some instances,
exemptions to the planning permit requirement can apply and are outlined in Clause
52.17 of the Victorian Planning Provisions, under the Planning and Environment Act
1987.

Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation of the Planning Scheme requires a permit for the
removal of native vegetation.

Action required: No native vegetation removals are required as part of this project.
Some planted trees will be removed as part of the development however, these trees
are exempt under the planted vegetation exemption within table to Clause 52.17-7.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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5.3 Local Planning Scheme (overlays, zoning)

5.3.1 Zones
There are no vegetation requirements associated with the land zoning as part of this

project.

Action required: No permits are required under the zones for the removal of
vegetation associated with this project.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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6 Conclusions

e A proposal to link a solar farm to the electricity grid is underway at Dane Road,
Stawell. The proposal involves the installation of nine power poles in farmland.

e There is native vegetation present along the roadsides of Dane Road in the form of
remnant patch, and within the paddocks in the form of scattered trees. Planted
native trees are also present.

e The proposal avoided impacts on native vegetation as part of the design phase.

e There will be impacts to planted trees within 105 Dane Road Stawell. The removal
of these trees is exempt under Clause 52.17.

e Native vegetation and tree protection zones must be marked as “no-go” zones
during the construction.

e No threatened species or communities were recorded within the project area and
are unlikely to present, so there will be no impact to threatened species or
communities.
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