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2. Amended native vegetation removal and retention plans that clearly show all the native vegetation 
to be removed, including scattered trees. 

All native vegetation removal is clearly marked in red in “Figure 2: Native vegetation to be removed” of the 
assessment. It is noted that no scattered trees were present on site, reference to two scattered trees in the 
planning report was incorrect and a typographical error. 

3. Recent, dated photographs of the native vegetation to be removed.  

Dates have been added to the relevant photographs in Appendix 4 and to site photographs. 

4. An amended avoid and minimise statement. The statement must describe all efforts to avoid the 
removal of and minimise the impacts on the biodiversity and other values of native vegetation, and 
how these efforts focussed on areas of native vegetation that have the most value. The statement 
should include a description of the following:  

a. Strategic level planning – any regional or landscape scale strategic planning process that the 
site has been subject to that avoided and minimised impacts on native vegetation across a 
region or landscape. 

b. Site level planning – how the proposed use or development has been sited or designed to 
avoid and minimise impacts on native vegetation.  

c. Why no feasible opportunities exist to further avoid and minimise impacts on native 
vegetation without undermining the key objectives of the proposal 

The avoid and minimise statement has been amended to describe all effort of to avoid the removal of and 
minimise the impacts on the biodiversity and other values of native vegetation. In addition, we note the 
following: 

• As the site has been historically cleared and is highly modified from the original state, the majority 
of vegetation of site is classified low quality vegetation. 

• All of the native grassland to be removed is ‘very low quality native vegetation’ with condition 
scores (out of 100) ranging from 21 to 27. In an effort to minimise the loss of native vegetation, the 
highest rated patches, located in the south east corner, have been retained in addition to 
vegetation present on the roadsides. Noting, all new vehicular access points avoid any roadside 
native vegetation patches. 

• The project will provide the appropriate offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact from the 
removal of the native vegetation. Whilst this offset will account for the total removal, a majority of 
the vegetation will be retained and sit beneath the solar panels. There is increasing evidence 
showing that solar panel infrastructure and plant species can coexist and create a mutually 
beneficial relationship. The panels collect condensation which in turn drips down to the vegetation 
below providing an important source of water. 

• Retention of the lowest quality native vegetation was not possible as there were no feasible 
opportunities to further avoid and minimise impacts on native vegetation without undermining the 
key objectives of the proposal. The solar panels are installed in rows of ‘solar tables’ of which the 
length is 105m. Accordingly to retain a 1m x 1m patch, the site would lose approximately 87 solar 
panels. 

• In addition to providing an offset for the removal of native vegetation, a 5 metre wide landscape 
buffer will be planted around the perimeter of the site. With a total area of 29,226m2, the buffer will 
consist of over 30,000 indigenous trees, shrubs, grasses, and groundcover. The buffer will be 
maintained and protected as appose to the grassland which is currently used as grazing land. The 
buffer will improve the native vegetation diversity on the site and will provide a greater habitat 
opportunity for local wildlife. 

• It is also noted that the solar farm has an expected operation life of approximately 35 years. A 
decommissioning plan requires the land to be turned back to its original state after the use has 
ceased. 

 

 

 

 




