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Dear Neighbour,

Early feasibility investigations for a proposed Battery Energy Storage System next
to AusNet’s Bendigo Terminal Station.

We’re writingto you today to introduce Pacific Blue and share some early information about a Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS) projectwe are inthe early stages of investigatingon land adjacenttothe
AusNet Bendigo Terminal Stgtiom:

This copied document to be made available

Pacific Blue is part of the Padific Hy; ptﬁgg%.gmqg%nm%lm%me in 1992, Pacific Hydro has
helped shape Australia’s rengwablejgnargyisestasficsma s ihan 30 yeatls, including developing some

of the country’s first wind farms apaifirst pilatelyonmedshyadaiéatric projects. We also proudly own
Tango Energy, an energy retailer fgkﬁgﬂﬂ%ﬁ'\%ﬁfévfﬁ%‘f@gﬂ’é%cﬁf}gggholds and businesses across

. . The document must not be used for any
Victoria. .
purpose which may breach any
copyright
A grid-scale BESS storeselectricity when supply is abundant, including when renewable generation is

strong, and can release that electricity back into the network when demand increases. This helps
support the stability and reliability of the electricity system, particularly during periods of peak
demand or network stress. In aregion such as Bendigo, where power outages can be a real frustration
for homes and businesses, infrastructure of this kind has the potential to improve network resilience

over time by helping keep more electricity available when it is needed most.

The site we are investigating is directly adjacent to existing electricity infrastructure at the Bendigo
Terminal Station. This means the project could make use of existing grid infrastructure and would not
require any new transmissiontowersto connectto the network — it is making full utilisation of existing
infrastructure.

If the project were to proceed, it would include BESS units, which look similar to shipping containers,
along with electrical connection equipment, a control building, security fencing and landscaping.
However, we want to be clear that the project remains at a very early stage. Layout, design and other
key features are still being assessed, and no decision has been made about whether the project will
progress to the next step of design.

At this stage, Pacific Blue is undertaking feasibility investigations only. This work will take some time
before our Board is asked to consider whether the project should progress further. If it does, the



http://www.pacificblue.com.au/

project would be subject to a formal planning and approvals process, including assessment by the
Victorian Department of Transport and Planning, with input from the City of Greater Bendigo and other
relevant authorities.

A range of technical studies are expected to be undertaken as part of this assessment, including
environmental, safety, fire, noise, traffic and site-related studies. This will also include consideration
of the site’s historical mining and waste storage uses, and any decontamination requirements, if
needed. We understand that, for neighbouring businesses, proposals of this nature can naturally give
rise to questions about matters such as fire safety and noise. We know that these are important
considerations that arise, and we would welcome the opportunity to hear any early questions or
perspectives you may have. This is so your views, suggestions, or concerns can be properly
considered as technical studies are researched, designed and undertaken to form more
comprehensive reports and recommendations.

Before broader public consultation begins, we wanted to contact nearby industrial and commercial
neighbours first. Our aim is to open an early line of communication and better understand any
operational considerations, local knowledge, future plans or site-specific mattersthat may be relevant
as studies are scoped and carried out. For nearby neighbours, there may be particular matters you
would want properly examined from the outset, and we would value the opportunity to understand
those early so they can help inform the way this work is approached.

We would welcome the oppoftUnityepisdeticwittngda. Fhisastsuta babephone, email, over a coffee, or
in a small meeting with other nelghB‘Hﬂu'ili'ﬁgsBlfs‘?Héggég Ahabdingso happy to work around your

schedule, including outside sntandarci c%lllr%lder t(l)?JIFsal l‘ae%,llsw as%?r
ofa p anning process under

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Our Community Relations teamygesentivplaningéepaembess qf pur|Melbourne-based team to be

available in Bendigo for sevetal daypimjate Apbiilltovanebteaith meyghboufing businesses. If you would
like to meet with us, please email Enqumes@B&%‘ﬂ%‘ﬁlue com.au with your contact details,
availability, and any early questi ider.

We are also planning to hold a broader community information session in May, where community
memberswillbe invited to learn more about the project and share their views. As a nearby neighbour,
however, we wantedtoreach out to you first so thatlocal questions, practical considerations and early
feedback can help inform our feasibility work before the project is introduced more broadly.

Kind regards,

7 /

Lachlan Sturt
Head of Corporate Affairs ADVERTISED
Pacific Hydro pLAN

E: Enquiries@pacificblue.com.au

pacificblue.com.au/Bendigo
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Bendigo BESS

Introduction to the Project

Project Overview

Pacific Blue, part of the Pacific Hydro group, is developing the Bendigo
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in Golden Square, adjacent to the

existing 220kV Bendigo Terminal Station. LOCG | CO mm u N |'ty

The Bendigo BESS is expected to have a capacity of 201 MW / 866 MWh, 0 0
providing enough stored energy to support more than 77,000 homes for up I nfo rm Cltl O n Sess I O ns
to four hours during periods of peak demand. By storing electricity when it
is abundant and releasing it when it is needed most, the project will help
improve grid reliability and keep homes and businesses connected.

Pacific Blue will be holding three community
information sessions so that locals are able to
meet the team, learn about the project, and
The project is still in its early design phase, and Pacific Blue is seeking local share feedback with us on the proposal.

input to help shape the proposal and ensure it supports both the electricity

network and the Bendigo community.

12 May 2026
i i t thelK Flat Library,
What is a BESS? Wh\'ﬁﬁﬁﬁé@@&ment to be made ava?lablee N9Areo HIGE HBrary

for the sole purpose of enabling2> LOgkwood Rd, Kangaroo Flat
ABESSis a giant re- The prgject wilifgeprdideratiyiraad review as
chargeable battery. It stores unused indystigldpRdAnNES PP6eESs under the

electricity when there is plenty ally usdd f%mmafﬂﬂa’%iﬁ%ﬂ%t Act 19 .5570"‘ I: 1-2.30pm
available or when demand is i . _
low. This gijes 108 dRSHMenSmust not b used forR@gsion 2= =3 =4.50pm

that hds few oPAHRAR Which magbseach any gassioh 3: 5.30 - 7pm
the Bepdigo BESS has beeaopipxsightor its:
° Low environmental sensitivity
e Proximity to grnd connection

Then it sends that electricity
back into the grid when
demand is high. For example,

To find out more, and to register your interest

dinner time is a daily peak in . ;:rllrlrtos;lreuc;::;(;eterroin suited for matienelng, slease v

demand across Victoria con;truction pacificblue.com.au/Bendigo
o Accessibility to arterial road

This helps keep the electricity network for construction

supply steady and reliable. logistics

Pacific Hydro representatives at a recent community
information session for the Clements Gap BESS in SA.
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Pacific

Bendigo BESS Update

May 2026

Left: Finalisation of our Clements Gap BESS project in South Australia,
which is nearing completion Right: Sponsorship of a community run
% athletics carnival nearby to our Clements Gap BESS Project.

What's Next?

Like any large-scale development, there are many steps to work through
before the project can move ahead.

Founded in Australia in 1992, Pacific Hydro
(also known as Pacific Blue) is a leading

The project will require a planning permif, with approval from the Minister for

Australian energy company.

Planning through the Department of Trg r i Jﬂq ill Isiﬁ il
referred to the City of Greater Bencjlgcg %‘%&%gl’@g% gttt;e;d Pt% 2{3&3 ave 2’&4% renewable energy generator, we

authorities.

; . .
In order to receive approval, a series of techn?:'glg

e sol€ purpose of \éﬁ%ling Al

blop, own, and operate hydro stations,

DS N wind and solar farms across Australia, and
t

€have done so for more than 30 years.

plans will help shape the project. These s?&%in&%ﬂgﬁmgﬁéﬁ 1987\We Hon't just invest in our generation pro-

assessments, grid impact studies, and ris addhgdlecamen

copyright
We understand you may have questiofs or ideas about how this project

usgsl for an¥ctp; we invest in communities.
provide the opportunity to incorporate communipyfpessarhich may breach any

As dne of the first companies in Australia to
proyide large-scale benefits to the com-

should be designed and how it can benefit the local area, and we welcome
those conversations. As planning continues, we'll take time to learn about
what matters most to your community, including environmental values, local
heritage, and other interests.

Social Impact
Assessment

As part of planning for this project, a
Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is being
carried out to understand how this
project may affect local residents and
the broader community.

Have your say by contacting us using
the details below or scanning the QR
code to complete a short survey on our
website.

munities which surround our energy pro-
jects, we believe in giving back with real
impact.

For 20 years, we've been supporting local
initiatives that provide genuine and positive
social, environmental and economic
benefits. Since its launch, our Sustainable
Communities Fund has provided more than
$6 million to over 1,000 local projects across
regional Australia, delivering small changes
that make a big difference.

Contact Us

Pacific Blue welcomes input from the community and
stakeholders. We understand that we don’t always get
it right, and we want to be informed when we miss the
mark. If you have any feedback, good or bad, please
feel free to reach out to us through the below channels.

([ 1800730 734
Enquiries@pacificblue.com.au
@ pacificblue.com.au/Bendigo

Level 13/700 Collins Street,
Docklands, Victoria, 3008
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Introduction to the Team Hannah Coffey

Mark Rathbone David Huang Mariah Stellato
Executive Manager, Project Development Manager Senior Manager, Enviro,
Development Sustainability and Planning
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About PacificBlue
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tango

ENERGY

Owned by

Founded in Australia in 1992,
with over 30 years’ experience in
renewable energy generation.

Built some of Australia’s first
commercial renewable energy
assets across the country.

Owns and operates more than
660 MW of wind, solar and
hydro assets across Australia.

Has a development pipeline
exceeding 2.5 GW.

Operates Tango Energy retail brand,
supplying over 180,000 customers
nationwide.

State Power Investment Corporation (SPIC)

i S P I C The world’s largest renewable energy investor,

third largest generator in the world,

Largest renewable Operating in Third largest
and operating in 47 countries. energy investor 47 countries generator in
the world
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EXPECTED CONNECTS DIRECTLY Tre abRhH kB RATT 00 for any SUPPORT BENDIGO AND SUPPORT THE WIDER
201IMW / 866MWh INTO THE EXISTING HOpesQwiieROibAERtany  THE SURROUNDING AREA TRANSMISSION NETWORK
(4-HOUR DURATION) 220 kV NETWORK 77,060PHOMES IN PERIODS OF CONSTRAINED BY PERFORMING
INFRASTRUCTURE PEAK DEMAND ENERGY SUPPLY NETWORK SERVICES
Large-scale energy Direct connection to On hot summer days Help reduce local Such as voltage and
storage to support strengthen the local when air conditioning blackouts and keep frequency services
our growing region. energy network. use is at a maximum. the community powered. when required.

The Bendigo BESS will store energy when supply is high

and release it when it’s needed most.
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What is a BESS?

A BESS (Battery Energy Storage System) is like a giant rechargeable battery.

STORE

Stores electricity
when there is plenty
available or when
demand is low.

=i SEND
L

Sends electricity
back into the grid
no when demand is high,
‘ ﬁ such as on a hot day.

|

£ -
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part of a planning process under the Stores energy from a

Helps balance ; i
P ng ang Eayiggnment Act 1987, variety of energy sources,
energy supply ument Stt gfﬂttbe used for any includi bl
and demand. rpose WHER z{)" ¥reach any INCIUCKIS FCTISNAN0
sources.

copyright

WHAT’S INSIDE A BESS? BUILT FOR THE LONG TERM ADVERT'SED

A BESS is comprised of shipping containers integrated with: faaal A typical BESS facility has a
= lifespan of between P LAN
| - | | 20 - 25 YEARS.

= After this time, the project could either:

Battery cells Cooling Control Fire detection Be decommissioned, Be upgraded and
and racks systems systems and protection with the land restored @ repowered to continue
systems St for other uses. its operation.




Why here? ADVERTISED
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The neighbouring Bendigo Terminal Station
reduces the need for new transmission lines.

Using this site means the project can be built on
land that has already been disturbed by activities
including mining and waste storage, rather

than new or undeveloped areas.

This copied document to be made a
for the sole purpose of enablir

The land is already zoned for industrial purfpsgasderation and review

: Z g art of a planning process undeft £ : Ea x A
and suitable for this type of mfrastructurq?lanning End Envgirl:,nment Act 18 o RIS

The document must not be used f¢
purpose which may breach aj
copyright

There is good access to major roads, |helping to
reduce traffic impacts during construction
and operation.

The facility itself would have a relatively small
footprint of about five hectares, helping to keep
activities contained within the site.

\\\\\

The surrounding area is mainly industrial land,
with separation from homes and other more
sensitive areas.



What will it look like?

The Bendigo BESS compound will have a security
perimeter fence surrounding a full hardstand area.
The compound will contain:

: ADVERTISED

BESS containers P LAN

Substation and associated electrical infrastructure

Transmission connection infrastructure, including
HV transformer, protection devices, earthing systems,
connecting infrastructure and switch gear

Above ground and underground electrical
and communication cabling

Water storage systems and fire-fighting infrastructure
Access points and internal tracks

Operation and maintenance building

Switch room and control room

Security fencing and monitoring systems

PAEDEBPeN B E

Car parking for maintenance personnel

This copied
for the
its co ._

part of alpl i1 < v S " e - .
Planning apdpdyppmentidsf 4f $he Bendigo BESS from above, looking North West
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Artist's impression of the Bendigo BESS from above, looking South West



BESS PLANNING APPLICATION PROCESS

Submitted to the Department of Transport and Planning (DTP)

50

APPLICATION
SUBMITTED

The application is
submitted to the
Department of
Transport and

2

ASSESSMENT BY
DTP

DTP assesses the
application for
completeness and
against relevant

Q-)

P refer
ppllm

et Bapge

and OrganjSAaRe which mayARRENYHRIaNTn

Planning (DTP). planning controls for their review copyright policy, technical application. community.
and policies. i
information.
REFERRAL AUTHORITIES AND ORGANISATIONS =
..:.. Department
AW ) f E :
e P i, TORIA | Zoe.,
ate I
CFA AUSTRALIA AUSNet e ﬁif:mate
services
CITY OF GREATER DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY,
AUTHORITY (CFA) GROUP CLIMATE ACTION (DEECA)
>,

(I'his Cdpiddifocument to be RirdA BMECGEHIe

for the sole purpose of enabling

AV ERTISE e |
dhties,

e A e

DECISION

DTP makes a decision
to approve (with or
without conditions)

or refuse the

ORIA Department
State of Transport
Government and Planning

DECISION
COMMUNICATED

DTP issues its
decision and
notifies the
applicant and the

Note: The above process is a general overview and may vary depending on the specifics of the application.

Mariah Stellato



We are working with a number of consultants to undertake
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Biodiversity

Assessing local flora,
fauna and habitats to
protect biodiversity.

Construction and
Operational noise

Measuring and managing
noise during construction
and operation.

These studies help us understand and manage potential impacts to ensure
the project is safe, sustainable and benefits the local community.

Fire safety

Assessing fire risks and
ensuring appropriate
safety measures.

000

o B

Social impact

Understanding and
managing potential
impacts on people
and communities.

e

d 44
i
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Traffic impact

Assessing traffic
volumes, safety and
access impacts.

il
Economic impact

Assessing potential
economic benefits
and impacts.

Mineshaft
investigation
Identifying and assessing
any existing mineshafts
and associated risks.

a range of technical and environmental studies

&

-

Landscape and
visual impact

Assessing the potential
effects on landscape
character and views.

>

Geotechnical

Assessing ground
conditions to inform
safe and effective
design and construction.



Early engagement is underway

We are in the early stages of getting to know the community and understanding local
perspectives. We are seeking input from people who are interested in or potentially
impacted by the project so local perspectives can help inform planning and design.

We have met with

C
823

Local MPs

City of Greater Bendigo Council

Hannah Coffey
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Initial contact made with
local groups including:

@ Bendigo Sustainability Group

DJAARA

Bendigo TAFE

Country Fire Authority (CFA)

Golden Square Community Action Gro

Golden Oaks Aged Care residents

Identifying additional stakeholders and

opportunities for community input

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the

YP Planning and Environm ct 1987.

The docurfient must not bgdsed for any

@ur gse-which m h any
olee Ocqyyr@t <
alllfla) 0

:\/) Kangaroo Flat Community Enterprise

(.

Social Impact Assessment

The assessment looks at social, environmental and economic factors to identify
potential impacts and opportunities that can help guide positive outcomes.

Engagement will continue

As part of our planning, a Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is being carried out
to understand how the project may affect local residents and the broader community.

Have your say

We will continue listening to community feedback as investigations and planning progress.
We welcome suggestions on other groups, organisations or individuals we should speak with.

Scan the QR code to complete a
short survey and share your feedback.

O O
@

@ Visit www.pacificblue/bendigo to find out more




Development Timeline

We are in the early stages of the development process.
The timeline below provides an overview of the key
project phases and anticipated timeframes.

We are here

2025 2026 2027

2028

2029

This copied document to be made available
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its consideration and review as

ADVERT'S ED part of a planning process under the

PLAN

2030

Planning and Environment Act 1987.
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copyright

2031

| |
! | | | a
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life of project

Grid Connection
Planning Application Application Process
Development

2 @ ‘
258 (£
Stakeholder Environmental Studies Tendering,
Engagement Planning Application Procurement &
co.mmenced 5 Submission Financing
ongoing throughout (targeting Q3 2026)

£

|

Financial Close and
Construction Start

(targeting Q4 2028)

18 Months
Construction

e ¥

¥

Operation
(targeting Q2 2030)

Timeframes are indicative and subject to change. The project will progress through regulatory approvals,

o detailed design and procurement before construction begins.



Thank you | QandA

We look forward to engaging with the [acal community to transform this
long-underutilised site, vacant for decades, into a landmark energy hub.

For more information, please email:
enquiries@pacificblue.com.au

N

PacificBlue
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Who is Pacific Blue?

Founded in Australia in 1992, Pacific Blue (also known as Pacific
Hydro) is a leader in renewable energy, having generated 100%
renewable energy for over 30 years.

Today, Pacific Blue owns and operates a high quality and diversified
portfolio of wind, solar and hydro renewable energy assets, with

a total generation capacity of over 660 MW and a significant
development pipeline of over 2.5 GW across Australia.

Pacific Blue also owns and operates Tango Energy, with over
180,000 customers across Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland
and South Auisticlia.

=5 Biae t
nt Act 1987.

ght Corporation (SPAIC), which is
one of the five major power
generation groups in China
and ranks as the largest solar

and second-largest wind

power generator in the world.
As of 2025, SPIC placed 265

in the Fortune Global 500,

with over 120,000 employees
globally and operations in 47
countries. SPIC is committed to
renewable energy development
and providing the necessary
support to ensure Pacific Blue's

Clements Gap BESS, Pacific Blue’s most
recently completed battery project long-term success.




Battery

Technology

What is a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)?
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A BESS is a giant rechargeable battery connected to the electricity
grid. It stores electricity when there is plenty available or when demand
is low. Then it sends that electricity back into the grid when generation
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Bendigo BESS | Frequently asked questions



Battery Technology

What is the lifespan of a typical BESS facility?

Atypical BESS facility has a lifespan of between 20 and 25 years. After
this time, it could either be decommissioned, with the land restored
and rehabilitated for other uses, or be upgraded and repowered to

ADVERTISED
Why is a BESS needed? PLAN

Australia is in the midst of an energy transformation and is experiencing

continue its operation.

rapid growth in renewable energy generation and the closure of

traditional codiTfired power stations. Battery storageis a clitical enabler

of the energy PRk iepisiesisrad dptstotseanadeleasrAnelgy and

provide support in a flexithie seds/ poigrakdiisbanzbdingtricity grid.
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the

What does MWERE M WH Fregeroment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
MW is an obbreviotiﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁé‘é&mﬂbr@@ﬁb M¥asurement of

the rate at which electricity is B%Pr%lgpcgduced or consumed at any
given moment. FOr example, d BESS rated at bU MW can discharge

electricity at a maximum rate of 50 MW at any given moment from a
charged state.

MWh is an abbreviation for megawatt-hours. It is the measurement of
the total amount of electricity produced or consumed over time. In a
BESS, MWh is often used to describe the energy storage capacity and
express storage duration. For example, a BESS of 50 MW /100 MWh can
discharge electricity at a maximum rate of 50 MW from a fully charged
state for up to 2 hours.

What are the advantages of BESS?
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Battery Technology

BESS offers several key advantages compared to other forms of energy
storage, making them a popular choice for grid stability, renewable
integration, and various applications. The main advantages include:

high efficiency and fast response time;

scolo'bility or.ld' rncidulority; ADVERTISED

location flexibility;

low maintenance; PLAN

ability to offer a wide range of auxiliary services to the grid.

o KA DN

The cost of battery has also been declining dramatically in recent years
due to techn QgL nnl\/nnhaman‘r' mml(ing |nrga_cr~m|n implementation

economically iviable nowadays. .
This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling

How are fire rlsks'tﬁf druied EE f]ng managed?

part 0 annlng process un er t
Many people &QE‘QS&PFP@&‘G'&BU@%@S‘F Btfery fires and may

have concernf a nt i g noé ﬁ:i ngtf‘élt?ior y for BESS
e ose W
facilities located neé)r c mmun&ss pn ?ﬁon

While battery fireés are uncommon, they can OCcCuUr IT systems are
damaged or not operating as intended. Lithium-ion batteries can, in rare
cases, experience thermal runaway - where heat builds up faster than it
can dissipate - so careful design and management are essential.

Modern BESS facilities include multiple layers of safety systems. Each
battery unit has a management system that continuously monitors
performance, temperature and cell health, along with built-in fire
detection and suppression systems to limit the spread of any incident.

While planning for this project is still underway and the final system
has not yet been selected, Pacific Blue has commenced early
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Battery Technology

consultation with potential technology suppliers to better understand
their products and safety features and help inform ongoing planning
and decision-making. Large-scale fire testing undertaken by many

of the potential suppliers has demonstrated how these designs can
contain fire within a single unit.

At a site level, layout and spacing are designed to reduce risk. As part
of the development process, a Fire Safety Study will be undertaken in
line with the relevant standards and guidelines and in collaboration with
the Country Fire Authority (CFA), to inform fire response measures, water
supply, and emergency access.

We understand this is an area of interest and will continug to share

information apFhidi@piw@d®ssment to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as
What are the heaitli ipipmdig pfoBESSder the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
We recognise[th@hpeRplemeay haverdstieasddas whthe potential
health impacts of BESSy pastivtiatiyngayethelsaale of this type of
infrastructure|and its proximity@@pysHabs and the local community.

BESS is a well-established technology that is widely used across
Australia and internationally. It is subject to strict safety standards,
design requirements and regulatory oversight. Based on current
evidence and these regulatory frameworks, BESS is not considered to
present health risks to neighbours or the broader community.

We understand that people may still have questions or concerns, and
we are committed to providing clear information and responding to
these as the project progresses.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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Project ADVERTISED
PLAN

What storage capacity will Bendigo BESS have?

The Bendigo BESS is expected to have a maximum capacity of 201
MW/ 866 MWh, capable of powering approximately 77,000 Victorian
households foFd-heurs-durirg-peak-dermeand-pereds—hiscapacity
may be subje cha s the project progresses t h the

y be subje¢tta change @ pr progr .lzm?etg

his co ocument to be made avai
development pnd d IHRIOSESS; .
or the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as

How big will th RERS (5EHA R hent ct 1957,

The site spans ogg‘r%%‘?ﬁé"&'é?{/‘tsh'ﬁ?‘%?:ﬁé‘Pet be‘fé%%fv‘&Ft%ﬂ?/ a planned
urpose’'which may breach

industrial park next to the existi g \" Bendi§g¥ermincll Station. The
Bendigo BESS|is expected to have around 224 modular bdttery and
power conversion units. The actual space may be subject to change as
the project progresses through the development and design process.

When will construction for Bendigo BESS start?

Development of a large-scale BESS is a significant undertaking. It is
expected to take around 3 to 3.5 years to complete comprehensive
assessments, obtain relevant approvals, and finalise financing and
procurement contracts before construction begins onsite. Construction
is likely to take 18-24 months from commencement to full operation.

Construction is expected to begin in late 2028 and be completed in 2030.
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Project Overview

-
":g;"" ‘-P— “-
Artist’s impreys.ci QL)
VIewpomt is8l

1tsc0n51erat10n and review as

. part of a planning process under the
Where is the smnffﬂnglae(ﬁﬁ%%nment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

The Bendigo BESS %%H%WRR%?%WQ&%?”S offthe Bendigo
CBD in Goldep Square, borderashpyigtattam, Allingham Gray and

Coonooer streets located next to the existing 220kV Begndigo

Terminal Station. ADVERT'SED

Why has this site been chosen? PLAN

The site has been selected due to its low environmental impact,
appropriate zoning, and largely cleared, relatively flat terrain. It offers
good access to the arterial road network and is located next to existing
electrical infrastructure, allowing for a straightforward connection.

The proposed BESS compound has also been strategically positioned
at the southern section of the site to create more distance from
sensitive receptors.
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What is the land currently being used for?

The site consists of unused industrial land that was formerly used for
historic mining and waste storage. It is now being developed into an
industrial precinct. The project gives us an opportunity to use and
improve previously disturbed land that has few other uses.

Where will the BESS connect?

The Bendigo BESS will connect to the existing 220kV Bendigo
Terminal Station.

S -l purpose which may breach any
s copyright ‘

Looking towards the BESS site on Hattam Street
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Project Overview

What other infrastructure is needed for the Bendigo
BESS project?

Other infrastructure commonly found in a typical BESS project includes
an onsite substation or collector station, control rooms, operation and
maintenance facilities, and parking lots. As the site is located directly
adjacent to the AusNet substation, minimal, on-site transmission
infrastructure is all that is required for grid connection.

What is the planning and approval process for the Bendigo
BESS projegt2

The Bendigo BAd8sssutgdtaenanpiiriaihg mﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬁb&ess, meaning
that the projefbt will ABEth8IStaIT BYSRARHGNE it thrdugh the

i S
Deport'men‘F ofTroggﬁtﬁmt ﬁ?SE&tﬁeegulc tor.y
authority, with refﬁig‘qllﬁtl%éhaen Q {Rgpii%qpm ncil and other
relevant authoritigg siehfie nbt Be used for any

purpose which may breach any
In support of the planning permj@lgp@ﬁﬁgtion, Pacific Blug will

undertake relgvant environmental and planning assessments, including
noise, fire safety studies, traffic impact, landscape and visual,

social impact, ecology and regulation reviews. These assessments

will help demonstrate how potential impacts to the community and
environment will be managed and minimised. In addition, the project

will also build on the original assessments completed as part of the
industrial estate, which the project will be situated within.

Together, these assessments and the planning process provide
confidence to the State Government, Council and the community
that the project can be delivered responsibly, with impacts properly
considered and mitigated throughout its life.
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Construction

Will the BESS be visible and what can be done to hide it?

Throughout project development, a landscape and visual study will
be prepared to understand potential visual impacts, and the potential
measures to ergetotion
screening alomg sjite boundaries m cur to reduc al impacts to
- d % his copleg (i]ocument to%e made avalfa% e P
sensitive receptors.
for the sole purpose of enabllng

How much "°'£‘F IﬂIA tqggyatlon of the

BESS create?The documen m e used for any

purpose which may breach any
We recognisethat noise is oftepgp kgpsRpncern for nearby residents,

particularly ddiring construction and for ongoing operations. To help
minimise potential impacts, the proposed BESS has been strategically
located in the southern section of the site to increase separation from
sensitive receptors.

Although it may not be noticeable beyond a certain distance, some
unavoidable, localised noise will occur during both construction and
operation of the proposed BESS:

During the construction phase, anticipated noise will be associated
with activities such as earth works, civil works and truck deliveries or
movements. All construction activities will occur during designated
hours set by the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) and will occur
in line with the approved Environmental Management Plan.
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Construction and Operation

During operations, BESS may create some localised noise. The main
source of noise is associated with the inverters and cooling fans required
to regulate the operating temperature of individual battery cells.

Detailed noise assessments and studies are currently underway by a
specialist noise consultant to ensure that the design and operation of
the BESS is in line with EPA noise guidelines and within applicable limits.
This assessment will also inform whether the proposed BESS will require
some form of noise reduction measures (e.g. noise attenuating walls) to
ensure ongoing compliance.

We understand that people may have different sensitivities to noise
and will continue to share information as these studies prpgress.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

Will trees nped t s
aﬁ ED the
The site consigts la[ﬁﬁwgwm@qgg’qjal lgind that was
formerly used|fofMtistdsicimiben dgeangme vegetation
and scattered trees puposedhochenebredt firamythe site to facilitate
design and cdnstruction of the ¢Bjdéght

Bendigo BESS | Frequently asked questions 13



Construction and Operation

To ensure this is done correctly, an ecology assessment building on

existing assessments of the industrial estate and in accordance with
the relevant State Acts and Guidelines, will be completed to inform any

permit requirements to remove vegetation.

Pacific Blue is also completing a voluntary referral under the
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999 to

inform any pe

rmit requirements prior to removal.

What will the impact to local roads be?

We recognise
a concern for

Atraffic and franspq

impacts and 1
and intersecti
roads and ints

We will contin

natincreased trarric and changes 1o locdl

PRGNS ARt ARA (G B & RFASte available

for the sole purpose of enablln

ien toi
mtlgpﬁ; < sl
bns Plhvnarig po nteAqﬁd&:&Tes e
rsddgslacsaren eHgd far any

purpose which may breach any
Le to share inforrheRBBout traffic impac

roads can be

identify

nd networks
the local

ts and any

proposed cha

chb usS p:ul LIl I;I Iy pluylcoaca.

Where will local workers be accommodated?

Where possible, Pacific Blue will seek to engage local contractors

and employees to deliver the project. In Golden Square, and
Bendigo more broadly, there are a range of existing accommodation
options available.

Before construction begins, Pacific Blue will work with Council and

the successful construction contractors to address housing and
associated infrastructure needs to ensure they are understood and

addressed ap

propriately.
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Construction and Operation

Will this mean disruption to local power supply?

The connection of the battery and construction of the facility is not
anticipated to affect local power supply.

How will Pacific Blue manage impacts from construction?

An Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be prepared prior to
construction by the successful contractors to provide a comprehensive
framework for managing all environmental matters and mitigation
measures associated with the construction of Bendigo BESS. As part of

the developmprttprocess,; studiesarmdassessmerts witttog undertaken,

which will helg gide SR EsRaRiEPEHITRdb ik wlifgR] this plon

for the sole purpose of enabllng

We aim to reduce th mmunity and the

environment vyith: pam ﬁ:he

Planning an nt Act 1987.
Standprargensd FuGh é%g%pg@ work;

v Well-maintaipechesgiphmdntorydypkactsany

Monitbring and managEMEAE all construction activities,

ensuring aftstandards and guidelines are met;

v Regular project updates for our neighbours and the community,
including information on any changes to local traffic
conditions;

v" Listening to feedback and suggestions on how local impacts
might be reduced; and

v Noise and vibration mitigation measures including, but not
limited to, commencing noisy activities (e.g. jack hammering)
after 9.00 am, locating noisy equipment so that any impact on

neighbouring premises is minimised.
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Working with

How will you consult with neighbours and the community?

At Pacific Blue, we take community feedback and questions seriously.
Our consultation process will be clear, ongoing, and tailored to our

community.
This s enisddocument to M ygﬂ, IS E D

for the sole purpose of enablR
its consideration and review as

v We will ke%wwfﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁ%%@sg uhapesheand|[timely
informatidi antmong el diojeéotnment Act 1987.

7 We wifl theg%mtmgﬂ%#&mﬂéﬂ 588orfs, community
(Pg ose which ll‘n breach angr
updates, an ectc onne %{your questions and feedback.
v~ We wi|l respond to your |nput ond use what we ledrn to shape

Here's what yq

our plans and address community priorities.
v We are here for the long haul, and we will continue to engage
with the community throughout the project’s life.

Will there be economic opportunities for local people?

Pacific Blue will work with its selected delivery contractors to examine
the potential for local employment and to identify areas where learning
and upskilling can occur to maximise local benefits.

It is likely that some skills required to deliver the battery project may
not be available locally or close to the site.
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Working with Communities

However, other possible indirect opportunities to create economic
benefit from the project may include property rental, catering, coffee
carts and other enterprises (subject to Council approval).

Will this mean cheaper electricity for the local
community?

The BESS will participate in the national energy market, charging
during times when there is excess energy and discharging that energy
at times when demand on the grid is high. This helps smooth out price
spikes, improves reliability, and supports a cleaner energy system.

While a single Li,?] tery Ilke the Bendigo BESS ddoes not %lr ctly change
ocu

tt
an individual houselﬁf)%ﬁlgowlen@ oor(iétg I:::a;f,ac‘:’gh%rlbu es to broader
batteries

cost savings gcross the %ﬂ‘éf%ﬁ?ﬁf‘hlﬁf?@ﬁ@»yﬁs mor
and renewablg prejeets fiiepbailiiing process under the
Planning and EnvironmegfiA - Tls E D
Here's why: The document must not be used for;
purpose which may breach anylsl L N

copyri

Whole|sale vs retail gh%our retailer decides your bill

Household electricity bills
are set by energy retailers
and include network
charges, retail costs, and
government charges. While
the project does not set

The project will operate
in the wholesale energy
market, where electricity
retailers buy electricity.
Lower and more stable
wholesale prices eventually
help create the conditions
for lower retail prices.

these prices, it helps create
a more efficient system that
retailers operate within.
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Working with Communities

How are you engaging with Traditional Custodians on
this project?

The Bendigo BESS is located on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja
Wurrung, and Pacific Blue has commenced engagement with DJAARA,

including undertaking a Cultural Heritage site visit, and undertaking
Cultural Competency Training.

Pacific Blue is proud of its work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities across Australia in the communities where we

operate. We e

ngage earlv and respectfully, and we strive

to implement

the learnings {
continue to wi
duration of th

Is a cultura

Basedonani
Plan (CHMP) ig

hat our company, and industry, has heard.

bRl senisd dnsrmsrbith enadeartagle

| projefotr the sole purpose of enabling

i its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the
Pl%nnin and Environm ct 1987.

hef

t
FASMANAIFMEDE P
itial aBee: s‘?ﬁ%r?%,"écl&bjif"%é’lrﬁﬁécrﬁé‘b‘é Mana

md'pﬂgjred?

Ne will
ut the

gement
r, Pacific

. COP% ght
not required for the Bendigo BESS. Howevs

Blue is commi

tted to protecting and preserving cultural heritage

and is currently engaging with the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal
Corporation (DJAARA).

A site walk took place early in Pacific Blue’s program and identified

that no cultural heritage sites were observed onsite. The project team,
along with a number of other Pacific Blue team members, recently
participated in Cultural Competency training with DJAARA. In addition,

stop work procedures will be in place in the event of an unexpected

cultural herita

ge find during construction.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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Pc%ﬁcBlue

Community Benefit
Sharing Pregram

Giving back to the
communities where we work

Pracsifie: R i exsrroeri Pt T griving Bosck B Ve cxormrminities
et Baeet o Ao N [RORocTE with Dot and kasting

s b, nrsron el el oo sl Tl AL

rogr r#oﬁ\sl%er%l i %ﬁl
renewable energy |Rg§1es¥ l?’og}gﬁ%lsgch any
been operating this fund for over20 years. In
consultation with the Bendigo community,
Pacific Blue will develop a community

funding arrangement to share the benefits of hosting the

BESS and enable local groups and not-for-profits to be able
to apply for funding.

The development of the Bendigo BESS is also expected to help
to increase the dispatchable renewable energy source for the
local community, helping to stabilise the local grid and prevent
load-shedding events and blackout.

Learn more
www.pacificblue.com.au/communityfund



PacificBlue

Pacific Hydro Pty Ltd trading as
Pacific Blue Australia.
ABN 31057 279 508

E] 1800 730 734

@ www.pacificblue.com.au

Level 13, 700 Collins Street,
Docklands, VIC 3008



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Introduction to the Team 
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: About Pacific Blue
	Slide 17: Why here?
	Slide 18: Pacific Blue is progressing the development of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) next to the Bendigo Terminal Station, bordered by Hattam, Allingham, Gray and Coonooer Streets in Golden Square.  
	Slide 19: What will it look like?
	Slide 20: Development Timeline
	Slide 21: Community Consultation
	Slide 22: Introduction to the Team 
	Slide 23: Planning & Environment

