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Building 01 - Opening up views to the Church
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Building 02 - Southern Facade
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Building 03 - Northern Facade
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Darebin Housing Strategy 2012

The subject site sits on 
the border of Substantial 
& Incremental Housing 
Change Areas. The proposal 
appropriately responds to 
the objective to provide 
substantial housing growth and 
diversification over time.

The Strategy discourages 
underdevelopment at subject 
site.

Only 5% of residential land 
in Darebin is designated a 
Substantial Housing Change 
area. 

34 George St 
(600m from 
Reservoir Station)
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Aerial

Site Area: 3000m2

40m

73m
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GRZ2

RGZ3

TRZ3

IN3Z

Zoning

4 storeys

3 storeys
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HO264

DDO18

DCPO

Overlays
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Site Analysis

Quiet residential 
street
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Long north boundary 
(73m). Significant 
opportunity for north 
facing dwellings. 

N

Large suburban 
site. Opportunity 
for many new 
family townhouses

Wide street 
frontage (40m)
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HO264

Beautiful red brick 
heritage Church
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Heritage Overlay (HO264)
Excerpt from HO264 

What is significant?
The Reservoir Methodist Church at 34 George Street, 
Reservoir, constructed in 1934 to a design by Raymond 
G. Wilson, is significant. It is a modest inter-war Gothic 
Revival church set back from George Street by a lawn.
The church has a gable roof clad in terracotta tiles. The 
walls of the church are red brick and the street facing 
elevation has a red brick porch projecting towards the 
street. The porch is entered from its sides, and it is flanked 
by pointed arched windows on the wall of the main part 
of the church. The wall of the porch facing the street has 
a four-centred arched stained glass window. On the wall 
of the church above the porch is a smaller four-centred 
arched window. The side walls of the church are divided 
into bays by piers buttresses, with each bay having a 
pointed arched window. Later alterations and additions 
and other buildings on the site are not significant.

How is it significant?
The former Reservoir Methodist Church at 34 George 
Street, Reservoir is of local historic, architectural and 
social significance to Darebin City.

Why is it significant?
Historically, the former Reservoir Methodist Church is 
significant as a example of a simple interwar Gothic 
Revival church, which is associated with the first phase 
of suburban development in Reservoir during the inter-
war period. The architectural and historic significance of 
the church is enhanced by its high level of intactness and 
its rarity value as the only surviving inter-war church in 
Reservoir. (AHC criteria A.4, B.2, D.2).
Socially, the former Reservoir Methodist Church is 
significant as a building that is known, used and valued 
by the community over 70 years. It illustrates the strength 
of the Methodist faith as an important denomination in 
Darebin in the twentieth century. (AHC criterion G.1)

Resevoir Methodist Church
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Heritage Change

Legend

Significant views to be maintained

Setback from street / significant buildings

High Significance
Low tolerance for change

Moderate Significance
Moderate tolerance for change

Low Significance
High tolerance for change
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Project Principles

A companionship between 
new and old

Well-designed affordable 
housing for young families

Bringing people together with 
communal spaces

1 2 3
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Design vision: affordable housing for young 
families

Features
	+ Zincalume corrugated cladding
	+ Australian native landscape
	+ Light-filled interiors
	+ Contemporary detailing
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Communal garden: incidental spaces for neighbours
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Referencing heritage form in contemporary materials
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Proposed - Ground Level
Proposed external 
improvements

	+ Glazed openings in east wall
	+ Restore existing features (e.g: 
replace roof fascia, repoint roof 
tiles, repaint, etc)

Proposed internal 
improvements

	+ Additional internal partition 
walls

	+ Plumbing, services etc as 
required
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Proposed - Level 1
Proposed internal 
improvements

	+ Restorate exposed timber 
trusses

	+ Add mezzanine floor
	+ Add internal partition walls
	+ Upgrade plumbing, services etc 
	+ Remove flat ceiling and expose 
full gable ceiling to mezzanine 
floor to achieve head height

SLSL SL SL

3.7x3.2m
FLEXI

2.7x2.2m
ENS

3.3x4.6m
BED 01

46
39

3377 2726 1010

3736

22
25

31
99

Cross flow 
ventilation path 8m

N

PROJECT NUMBER REVISION

DRAWING TITLEPROJECT NAME

SHEET NUMBERSCALEDRAWNDATE

ALL DIMENSIONS MUST BE VERIFIED ON SITE 
PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF ANY WORK OR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SHOP DRAWINGS. 
FIGURED DIMENSIONS MUST TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER SCALED DIMENSIONS. ALL 
SCALED DIMENSIONS MUST BE VERIFIED ON 
SITE. THIS DRAWING IS COPYRIGHT AND 
REMAINS THE PROPERTY OF THE AUTHOR.

ISSUE

10 2 3 4 5m

Ys Housing Ltd
ABN 51 642 663 358

wwwwww..yysshhoouussiinngg..oorrgg..aauu
hheelllloo@@yysshhoouussiinngg..oorrgg..aauu
MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  AAuussttrraalliiaa

Ys Housing Studio
ARBV 800737

NOTE

C1 : 50 @ A12301

Church - Level 134 George St

TP28
MG12.2025

Town Planning

SCALE  1 : 50
LEVEL 1

Church
3BR Dwelling

01

REV. DATE DESCRIPTION
A 07.2025 GDFT
B 09.2025 GDFT Update
C 12.2025 GDFT Update



34 George St, Reservoir Urban Context Report 
December 2025 
 

32

Proposed - Roof Level
Proposed external 
improvements

	+ Solar panels on north-east 
corner 

	+ Skylights to south-west roof
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Street Elevation:
A companionship between new and old

33
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SIGHTLINES TO CHURCH

9m

4.8m

5.2m

New building 
separated by 9 m from 
church. Improves view 
line to northern Church 
facade.

Diagonal cut through 
front townhouse 
enhances sight lines 
and recedes front 
building form.

New form setback 
inbetween neighbour 
to north and Church 
entry facade to south.
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Gable Roof Form

Undulating gable roof helps to define building 
as four distinct dwellings, active to the street.

Breaks the building down to a domestic scale. 

Responds to predominate gable form of the 
church.
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Render Walkthrough
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George Street Elevation
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Building 01 - Western Street Address
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Building 01 - Western Street Address
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Building 01 - Opening up views to the Church
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Building 01 - Opening up views to the Church
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Building 02 - Southern Facade
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Building 02 - Southern Facade
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Views through communal garden
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Building 03 - Northern Facade
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Building 03 - Northern Facade
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Building 02 - Northern Facade
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Building 02 - Northern Facade


