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Disclaimer

This ecological assessment has been prepared to support a planning permit application and is intended
solely for use by the client and relevant authorities involved in the planning process. The information,
assessments, and recommendations presented are based on field investigations, desktop reviews, and
applicable ecological guidelines current at the time of writing. While care has been taken to ensure
accuracy, no warranty is provided regarding the completeness, currency, or future applicability of the
findings nor does it account for any changes in circumstances after the time of publication. This report
does not constitute legal advice and should not be relied upon as such.

The assessment has been prepared in accordance with relevant Victorian legislation and policies,
including the Planning and Environment Act 1987, applicable local planning schemes, and, where
relevant, the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic) and the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). The authors accept no liability for decisions or actions taken
by third parties based on this report and accept no liability for any error, loss or other consequence
caused or arising from using the information provided within this report. It is the responsibility of the
permit applicant to ensure all statutory requirements are met and to seek further professional or
regulatory advice where necessary.
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Executive Summary ADVERTISED
PLAN

Project Description

ID Ecological Management has been commissioned by Accent Environmental to undertake an
ecological assessment of the Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North, the site of a proposed utility-
scale Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and associated infrastructure. The assessment seeks to
identify any ecologically related impacts and legislative implications that the project may trigger.

The property is undeveloped pastoral land currently used for livestock/grazing activities.
Approximately 250m of Bennetts Creek frontage runs across the southwest corner of the parcel.

Assessment of all native vegetation within the study area was completed by ID Ecological
Management on the 26™ of November 2024 and 2" September 2025.

Targeted fauna species surveys were completed by Aquatica Environmental on the 18™ & 19* of
September 2025 and Wildlife Experiences during the months of March to October 2025.

Study Area- Ecological Values

Land surrounding the study|area has been heavily cleared of its original fative vegetation cover with

agricultural land use and coJNﬁnﬁﬁBlsgé*%ﬁfgﬁglbtemé’ 9€ égall%k/ little remnant tree cover or

e sole purpose o
native vegetation cover remains Wﬁ@'@&é&é‘%&ﬁﬂ%ﬁ&%%f&bdxsarea

part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The site is largely cleared gndldendinerioteiblymaustingsdseurseddgetatipn.|Native patches, comprising

mainly native aquatic, semi aquath‘éFﬂoﬁﬁéﬂP&FbV‘ﬁﬁé’er%hsﬂm’bs covers approximately 5% of the

site. Other native vegetatlorr found on the site mlgmdgs a cluster of scatterpd canopy trees and planted

Flora

Victorian native trees.

Approximately 40 canopy trees were all positively identified as Strzelecki gum (Eucalyptus strzeleckii)
within the study area, which were planted within revegetation windrows. Strzelecki Gum is listed as
Vulnerable under the Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999 and
Critically Endangered under Victoria’s Flora & Fauna Guarantee (FFG) Act 1988.

The likelihood assessment determined that all other threatened flora species identified in the
database searches were unlikely to occur within the study area, due primarily to a lack of suitable
habitat and the highly disturbed condition of most of the site. The site also does not contain any
threatened ecological communities.

Fauna

No threatened fauna species were identified as incidental observations during the site assessment
carried out by ID Ecological Management.

The fauna likelihood assessment determined that four threatened fauna species could possibly be
present on the site, being swamp skink (Lissolepis coventryi), glossy grass skink (Pseudemoia

ID Ecological Management
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rawlinsoni), dwarf galaxias (Galaxiella pusilla) and Flinders pygmy perch (Nannoperca sp. 1). Swamp
skink and dwarf galaxias are both listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act 1999.

After completion of targeted surveys these species likelihoods were revised to the following:

e Glossy grass skink was identified on site and the likelihood assessment revised to Present.

e Swamp skink was not detected them within the project area and the likelihood of occurrence

was revised to Unlikely.

e Dwarf galaxias was not detected within the project area, nor at the upstream or downstream

reference sites within Bennetts Creek. Therefore, the likelihood of occurrence was revised to
Unlikely.
e Flinders pygmy perch was not detected within the project area; however, seasonal occurrence

is likely when flows connect to upstream habitats, as the species was confirmed as present

immediately upstream. Therefore, the likelihood of occurrence was revised to Present.

All other threatened fauna species identified in the database searches are considered unlikely to occur

within or be reliant on any of the habitats within the study area.

Legislation/Policy Implications

Legislation and
Policy

Relevant Ecological Feature on Site

for the sole purpo

Environment
Protection and
Biodiversity
Conservation
(EPBC) Act 1999

Approximately fortyi{4@hatiaRripaklcgimweesi
recorded on fite, piixtlaftadiladividigisitocatadu

This copied document to be made available

REport/ApprovaI required

f enabling

aWnger the ¢

within revegg¢tatddlammdngwand Environment Acfol 98feir

purpose which may breac
copyright

The document must not be used-facanyiod

h&@é’ssment

urrent design proposal approx. 32

ndéanthd Strzplecki Gums individuals are lost due
location within the proposed
zone. A Significant Impact

was completed which determined

that the potgntial impact to Strzelecki gum from

this project is unlikely to be significant.

further
Gum under the

No referral recommended nor
consideration for Strzelecki

proposal.

Dwarf galaxias and swamp skink were

considered to have a moderate likelihood of
occurrence at or near to the study area.

Targeted surveys did not identify dwarf galaxias
No additional
species is

or swamp skink on site.

consideration for these

recommended.

State — Flora and
Fauna Guarantee
Act 1988

No FFG Act protected flora or habitat for FFG Act
protected fauna exists on the public road
reserve that interfaces with the site.

No further actions are triggered in relation to
public land impacted under the current design
proposal.

Swamp skink, glossy grass skink, dwarf galaxias
and Flinders pygmy perch were considered to
likelihood of
occurrence at or near to the study area.

have a high or moderate

Targeted surveys did not identify swamp skink
further
consideration for these species recommended.

or dwarf galaxias on site. No

Targeted surveys identified glossy grass skink on
site. The design for the Gippsland BESS must
consider the findings of the survey and protect

ID Ecological Management
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Legislation and
Policy

Relevant Ecological Feature on Site

Report/Approval required

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any

the known locations of the species. A Fauna
Conservation Management Plan should be
developed
additional

to mitigate impacts, including

habitat assessments and fauna

salvage protocols.

Targeted surveys identified flinders pygmy perch
on site. The project should retain and maintain
the existing fenced buffer around Bennetts Creek|

copyright and avoid direct disturbance. Mitigation and
monitoring measures should be included in the
sites CEMP.
Planning and 21 native vegetation patches measuring | Clause 52.17 of the Latrobe Planning Scheme

Environment Act
1987

approximately 4.0818 ha in area and 22 large,
locally indigenous canopy trees have been
identified within the study area.

requires a planning permit to clear or disturb
native vegetation. Native vegetation will be
impacted and or require removal under the
proposal and as such, application of the
'Guidelines' to obtain a planning permit for the

works is necessary.

Under the current design proposal 0.018 ha of
native vegetation (0.018ha of native patch) is
lost and offsets amount to 0.005
general habitat units with a minimum strategic
biodiversity value of 0.3124.

deemed

Catchment and
Land Protection Act
1994

The following noxious weeds were present on

the site:

e Spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare) Regionally
Controlled.

e Hemlock (Conium maculatum) Regionally
Controlled.

e Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) Regionally
Controlled.

e Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare) Restricted.

e Montpellier broom (Genista
monspessulana) Regionally Controlled.

e St.
Regionally Controlled.

Johns wort (Hypericum perforatum)

e African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum)
Regionally Controlled.

e Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus spp. agg.)
regionally Controlled.

e Crack willow (Salix fragilis) Restricted.

Any contractors undertaking works on site must
comply with the requirements of the Act to
control/eradicate and avoid spreading these
weeds onsite or to other areas.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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Legislation and
Policy

Relevant Ecological Feature on Site

Report/Approval required

Environmental
Effects Act 1978

Two endangered EVC'’s are potentially impacted
by the proposal.

The outcome of targeted surveys will determine
if significant populations of swamp skink, glossy
grass skink, dwarf galaxias and Flinders pygmy
perch may be present within the study area.

Overall, 0.005 hectares of native vegetation
from an endangered EVC has been determined
to be impacted under the current proposal. This
is significantly less than 10ha referral criteria.

Targeted surveys did not identify swamp skink
or dwarf galaxias on site.

Targeted surveys identified glossy grass skink
and Flinders pygmy perch on site. It is unlikely
that the project will impact on the last remaining
1-5% of known remaining habitat or population
of these species within Victoria. Additionally, no
species-specific offsets were identified in the
Native Vegetation removal Report.

The design and staging of works must, however,
minimise the impacts to these populations of
threatened fauna.

State Wildlife Act
1979

The 22 large size locally indigenous canopy trees
and the native vegetation within the site may be
occupied by native fauna species.

Persons engaged to remove, salvage, hold or
relocate any native fauna must have a permit or
approval issued by the DEECA.

Water Act 1989

Under the Act approval must be sought from the
local Catchment Management Authority and a
‘Works (WoWw)
required to construct, alter, operate, remove, or

on Waterways’ permit is

decommission’:

e any works on a waterway; or

® abore.

Under the current proposed general layout, a
proposed cable connection crosses Bennetts
Creek at a width of approximately 4-6 meters.

Consultation with the WGCMA is recommended
to determine any approval requirements.

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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1 Introduction ADVERTISED
PLAN

1.1 Project Background

ID Ecological Management has been commissioned by Accent Environmental to undertake an
ecological assessment of Tramway Road, Hazelwood North, the site of a proposed utility-scale Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS) and associated infrastructure. The Gippsland BESS Overall Site Plan is
provided as Appendix 1 which displays the proposed location of the laydown areas, substation and
proposed connection path crossing Tramway Road.

This report seeks to identify the presence of any important ecological values and identify opportunities
to avoid and minimise impacts at this preliminary design stage. A Native Vegetation Removal (NVR)
report is included to give an indication of the potential offset requirements for the project. However,
it is an expectation that the proponent will investigate opportunities to further avoid and minimise
impacts to native vegetation and biodiversity as required by the State Native Vegetation Policy
Guidelines.

The property is undeveloped pastoral land currently used for livestock/grazing activities.
Approximately 250m of Berjnetts Creek frontage runs across the southwast corner of the parcel.

This copied document to be made available

Assessment of all native Veget"ﬁi?'?hé’%'l"é’b&ﬂ?os%%ﬂnﬁ[ﬂﬁ@”as completed by ID Ecological
Management on the 26™ of|Noveniber 2034andidl Seatarmber 2925.
part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any
1.2 Objectives purpose which may breach any

copyright

The objectives of this assesyment include:

e Undertake a desktop-based background review of relevant databases, including Victorian
Biodiversity Atlas and Protected Matters Search Tool, and previous reports for ecological
information of the site (if available), mapped EVC’'s and for records and identification of
potentially present threatened species.

e Undertake site assessment of the study area, including:

o A complete flora list;

Incidental observations of fauna;

Photographs of the site;

Map and record all native vegetation patches and complete vegetation quality assessments;

Map and record locations and diameter at breast height (DBH) of all scattered and large trees

in patches to accuracy of approximately <3m (<1m where possible);

O O O O

o ldentification and mapping of the location or extent of any species or communities protected
by either the Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) or Flora
& Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 & 2019 Amendment (FFG Act); and

o Map and record habitat features throughout the study area such as tree hollows, logs,
waterbodies, drainage lines or other habitat characteristics which may be utilised by
threatened fauna.

ID Ecological Management
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e Undertake data analysis that includes:

o Undertake a likelihood assessment of all state or federal listed threatened flora and fauna
species recorded on site or found within database searches (<5km radius);

o Identify implications of relevant state and federal legislation and loss of native vegetation on
fauna species habitat;

o Make recommendations for any further works or investigations such as targeted threatened
species surveys or the like;

o Compile native vegetation information as per the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or
lopping of native vegetation including native patch, scattered tree and threatened species and
/ or habitat field recorded spatial data;
Complete vegetation quality assessment (habitat hectare) scoring for native patches; and

o Assess potential native vegetation / species impacts/ habitat loss and identify opportunities
to avoid / minimise impacts.

e Prepare a report that includes:
An executive summary;

o Description of methods;
o Results of background and field survey;
o An assessment of the likelihood of occurrence for all threatened species identified in

a 5km database search area;
o Prepare mdpshie ORHEA dtemuncts thhesmdetf\tédﬂablm ns of all ecological features
identified ahd the EX6&RE 5PIRPUERLES REAVARABE ation inder the current indicative

lans: and its consideration and review as
pians; part of a planning process under the

o Conclusion [andpResemanend atinnsdbwhase Aaplisgble) for each of the items listed

above. The document must not be used for any

hich P
PP ADVERTISED
1.3 Study Area PEA'N

The study area (Figure 1) lies approximately 4 km southeast of the Morwell town centre and 160
kilometres east of the Melbourne CBD.

The study area is an approximately 32 hectares parcel of land which boarders Tramway Road to the
west and includes the riparian section of Bennetts Creek which runs through the southwest corner of
the study area. The Hazelwood Terminal Station retains infrastructure and associated buildings
throughout the southern half of the site, while the northern area contains an easement of open grass
and vegetation plots holding both planted and naturally occurring native vegetation. The Tramway
Road roadside is highly degraded, retaining minimal native vegetation.

The study area lies within the Gippsland Plains Bioregion, the West Gippsland Catchment
Management area and the Latrobe City Council municipality.

Appendix 1 and 1a show the study area, associated proposed infrastructure and site access.

Land surrounding the study area has been heavily cleared of its original native vegetation cover with
agricultural land use being widespread and high-level mining activities located approximately 3km to
the west of the study area. Very little remnant tree or native vegetation cover remains within a 5 km

ID Ecological Management



Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

radius of the study area. Native vegetation cover in the region is mostly confined to roadsides,
watercourses and small pockets of parks and reserves contained within the surrounding townships.

The closest significant tracts of native vegetation close to the study area include:

e Jeeralang North State Forest which is located approximately 6km southeast of the study area;
e Morwell National Park located approximately 9km south of the study area;

e Linear strips of riparian vegetation that follow the Moe River to the west, Eel Hole Creek to
the south and Waterhole Creek to the east of the study area; and

e Brataualung Forest Park which is located approximately 15km south of the study area and
holds approximately 8000 hectares of contiguous native bushland.

The study area is subject to the following planning zones and overlays:

Planning Zones
Farming Zone — Schedule 1 (FZ1)
Special Use Zone — Schedule 1 (SUZ1)

Planning Overlays
State Resource Overlay — Schedule 1 (SRO1);

Areas of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sensitivity
All or part of this property (Bennetts Creek) is an ‘area of cultural heritage sensitivity’.

(DEECA, 2024)

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Figure 1: Study area.
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Description of Methods ADVERTISED

PLAN

2.1 Data and Literature Review

The DEECA’s online interactive map, Naturekit (DEECA, 2024a) was used to gain an insight into the
overall distribution of native vegetation on the site and the Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) to which

any remnant vegetation may belong.

The following resources were used to determine if any taxa listed or protected under the FFG Act or
the EPBC Act have been, or potentially could be, located at the site:

DEECA’s NatureKit Victoria (DEECA, 2024a);

DEECA’s Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) (DEECA, 2024b);

The DEECA’s Native Vegetation Regulations Map (NVR Map) (DEECA, 2024c); and
The Commonwealth’s Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) (DCCEEW, 2024).

For the VBA and PMST, the search radius was five kilometres around the site.

2.2 Field Survey

This copied document to be made available

The site survey was undertaken offigihghe tg“]@)i,uplyggebﬁreagl,ﬁﬂg\d 2" Yeptember 2025. During the
survey, all flora present on the site itfas oasisheled imdarsh seation guality agsessments were carried out

using the methods describe

The survey was completed by %léefgﬂc‘iﬂﬂh"g%é‘lﬂg@p%%be used for any

4 beRsit of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

purpose w may breach any
Antares Fuhrmann{ B.Sc. (Earth Sc.), ®eECghtcredited native viegetation assessor, with 10
years’ experience in-epvirenmental-consultaney-and-floraand-fadna assessments.

The survey included:

Recording all flora present. Flora species were recorded following the species nomenclature
requirements of the VBA;

Completion of a Vegetation Quality Assessment (VQA) for all native patches. These areas were
Digital GPS (DGPS) mapped and assessed using the habitat hectare method described by DSE
(2004) in the Vegetation Quality Assessment Manual — Guidelines for applying the habitat
hectares scoring method - Version 1.3;

Recording all scattered and large old trees including collecting data on species, DBH and any
habitat features (i.e. nests or hollows);

Identification and recording of any flora and fauna communities including any threatened,
protected species / communities or habitat;

Completing a fauna assessment that included the opportunistic observation of scats,
footprints, diggings, burrows, tracks, incidental bird and other fauna observations and
listening for frog and bird calls;

Identifying and recording notes on any habitat features including vegetation type and
structure, proximity to water, the presence of hollow bearing trees and stags, logs and other

9

ID Ecological Management



Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

ground debris. The surrounding landscape was also observed, and notes taken regarding its
habitat provision, intactness of native vegetation and connectivity with the study area; and

e Recording notes on specific issues such as noxious weed infestations and any evidence of pest
animal disturbance including any active warrens or dens.

GPS mapping was completed using the ArcCollector application paired with a handheld Android
device. An average recording accuracy of approximately +/- 5m was achieved.

The mapping included:

e  Walking and recording a GPS location of the extent of all native vegetation patches within the
assessment corridor;

e Walking and recording a GPS location of all scattered trees, Large trees within patches and
any Large trees immediately adjacent to the assessment boundary;

e Walking and recording a GPS location of any threatened or protected flora species;

e Walking and recording a GPS location of the extent of any threatened ecological communities;
and

e Walking and recording a GPS location of any pest animal activity locations and any noxious
weed infestations.

2.2.1 Native Vegetatlﬂ}ls copied document to be made available

Native vegetation is defined in the fﬂEtﬁWaSPlSrﬂ“ﬁE%OfsWCMinitions — Clause 72) as ‘plants that
are indigenous to Victoria, mclud:ﬁ& cﬁ‘e‘% esrmjilgg alyggfvdng q]sses DEECA's Guidelines for the

parto anning process u
removal, destruction or lop, 9’”gﬁélﬁﬁ§i§€a¥ﬁflﬂ P&ﬂ%ﬁ%&?éé’*z (the| Guidelines) further defines
native vegetation into two qatggari¢scirermentugatchebeand éattensd trees' outlined below.
purpose which may breach any
A ‘remnant patch’ of native|vegetation is eithespyright

e Anarea of vegetation where atTeast 25 per cent of the total perennial understorey plant cover
is native; or

e Any area with three or more native canopy trees where the drip line of each tree touches the
drip line of at least one other tree, forming a continuous canopy; or

e any mapped wetland included in the Current wetlands map, available in DEECA systems and
tools.

A ‘scattered tree’ is:

e A native canopy tree that does not form part of a remnant patch.

Following these definitions all native vegetation on site was categorised as either 'remnant patches'
or 'scattered trees'.

All large size class trees within and immediately adjacent to the study area and all scattered trees on
site were identified, GPS mapped and had their Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) and any other
relevant data recorded.

ADVERTISED
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2.3 Definitions of Significance

The significance of a species or ecological community described in this report follows its listing status

under Commonwealth or State legislation.

e National significance includes all species listed as critically endangered, endangered or
vulnerable under the EPBC Act 1999;
e State listed as critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable on the FFG Act Threatened List
(DEECA, 2024d).

2.4 Likelihood of Occurrence

In determining the likelihood of presence of a listed species a likelihood rating of present, high,
moderate, low or unlikely is assigned. This rating is based on consideration of the following factors:

e Was the species recorded on site or has it been previously recorded on the site;

e Isthere likely to be a resident population within the local area (5km radius);

e Issuitable habitat present on site or is habitat modified but aspects of suitable habitat present;

e s it possible the species may seasonally or opportunistically use resources within the local

area; and

o Are there any recordpiey ¢hgisaegirumishinsheelacaliargaanitbia|the last 5, 10 or 25 years.

for the sole purpose of enabling
ebiohsidel AeRsP At AU & g erminatig

nmnenraceccemnder

S

Likelihood

Py PON
lJ llllllls lJl UL UITucT uuic

Present

commeqts Plannin dEnyvironmentAct1 0Q‘7
: d-Environment-Act1937
Species ﬂanbﬁ d ,f@ld work

High

Suitablehabltatm : e v

Likely tolbe a resident populatigrisénihe local area*

Previous|y recorded on site

Numerous records within the local area within the past 5 years

Moderate

Aspects of habitat present but may be modified

Species may be resident in the local area or it forms part of the species' range

May seasonally or opportunistically use resources within the local area

Less than 10 year old records within local area

Low

Limited aspects of habitat present or habitat highly modified

Species may occur rarely or as an opportunistic visitor in the area

Few records within the local area within the past 25 years

Unlikely

No suitable habitat present

Site is located outside of species natural range

Considered locally extinct

No records of the species within the local area in the last 25 years

* Local area = within a 5km range of the site.

2.5 Legislation and Policy

Any biodiversity related implications for the project were assessed against the following biodiversity

legislation and policy:

e EPBC Act including related listing advice, recovery plans and significant impact guidelines;

ID Ecological Management ADVERTISED
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e FFG Act including related action statements and listing advice;

e Planning and Environment Act 1987 including Clause 52.17 and any overlays applicable to the
study area under the Baw Baw Planning Scheme;

e The DEECA’s Guidelines (DEECA, 2017);

e Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CaLP Act) including noxious weed and pest animal
listings;

e Water Act 1989;

o  Wildlife Act 1979; and

e Environmental Effects Act 1987.

2.6 Limitations

The site assessments were undertaken on the 26™ of November 2024 and 2" September 2025. The
spring timing of the survey is considered suitable for vegetation and flora surveys. It is, however,
possible that some annual, deciduous or dormant taxa may not have been visible. Additionally, some
taxa have not been identified to specific or infraspecific (subspecies) rank due to the absence of
flowering, or other material typically used for identification.

The timing of the survey (spring) and level of survey effort are considered satisfactory to identify any
threatened or protected perennial flora species or habitat or threatened ecological communities and
to assess the general fauna habitat values of the study area.

The likelihood of occurrence assessment did not involve targeted flora or fauna surveys nor the use of
individual species experts for those species identified in the database searches. The assessment is
undertaken using generalist expertise and knowledge of past targeted surveys and local area.
Consequently, the potential for threatened or additional species being identified given further time,
involvement of species experts, or undertaking of targeted surveys cannot be excluded. Likelihood
assessment results could therefore vary given further survey results or expert opinion.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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3 Results ADVERTISED
3.1 Database Review PLAN

3.1.1 Flora Species

Interrogation of the DEECA’s Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) (DEECA, 2024b) identified nine (9) flora
species within a 5 km radius of the study area that are listed as threatened under Victoria’s FFG Act or
the EPBC Act (Appendix 2).

Interrogation of the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (DCCEEW, 2024) identified within a 5km
search radius the potential presence of eleven (11) significant flora species that are listed as
threatened at the Federal level (Appendix 3).

Appendix 4 provides a summary of the assessment of likelihood of presence for all threatened flora
species found in both the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool and the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas
within 5 km of the study area.

3.1.2 Fauna Species

Interrogation of the DEECA’s VBA (DEECA, 2024b) identified 21 fauna species within a 5 km radius of
the study area that are listed—asthreatened under Victorias FFG At (Appendix 5). Records of

threatened fauna species idepyified slogednc et ey BESA AN YdGilable

e Eastern great egret Ardeaﬁ?fbghﬁwgd &rﬁl??gﬁ)a?(}ali’lmr%ble on|the FFG Act Threatened list,
its consi era ion and review as

was recorded in 2019 a&ﬁ{ﬂxHPQtﬁix&th’}Wﬁb&gtlm(ﬁFﬁY area
e Flinders pygmy per¢h (NtianajpegcaspEblylistechaatVAtndra®Te onjthe FFG Act Threatened list,
was recorded in 2023 bt slamurentmansivast Getheestday area within a tributary of Bennetts
Creek purpose which may breach any

. copyright .
e Platypus (Ornithorhynchus anatinus), listed as Vulnerable on the FFG Act Threatened list, was

recorded in 2023 approximately 2km east of the study area within Waterhole Creek.
e  Glossy grass skink (Pseudemoia rawlinsoni), listed as Endangered on the FFG Act Threatened
list, was recorded approximately 3km south of the study area in 1992.

Interrogation of the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (DCCEEW, 2024) identified within a 5km
search radius the potential presence of forty-one (41) significant fauna species that are listed as
threatened at the Federal level or that are listed migratory species under the EPBC Act (Appendix 3).

Appendix 6 provides a summary of the assessment of likelihood of presence for all threatened fauna
species found in both the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool and the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas
within 5km of the study area.

3.1.3 Threatened Ecological Communities

Interrogation of the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (DCCEEW, 2024), Appendix 3, identified
the possible presence of one EPBC Act listed threatened ecological community within a 5km search
radius of the study area; Gippsland Red Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana) Grassy
Woodland and Associated Native Grassland.

13
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3.1.4 Wetlands of National Importance (Ramsar)

Interrogation of the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (DCCEEW, 2024), identified the presence
of one Wetlands of National Importance; Gippsland Lakes, within a proximity of 50-100km of the study
area (Appendix 3). No Wetlands of National Importance are present within the study area or its
adjacent surrounds.

3.2 Vegetation

Appendix 7 lists the results of the flora survey and includes all flora species identified within native
patches and degraded areas of the site, as identified during the site survey.

The land surrounding the study has been cleared for mainly agricultural use, coal mining and
associated infrastructure and some area retaining semi-rural lifestyle properties. It contains very little
remnant tree cover or remnant bushland and native vegetation patches are reduced to the margins
of the creek line. A small number of scattered canopy trees are located adjacent to the watercourse
and northeastern boundary, while the remainder of the parcel is dominated by exotic pasture grasses
which have historically been utilized for livestock grazing.

The watercourse retains rigarian understory vegetation, dominated by patches of native sedges and

rushes such as common reegﬁhwmﬁﬁm Kﬂ%%?%ﬂik‘blﬁ1 (Ficinia nodosa), while the
midstory retains small tree$ and s[ﬂ’r Bheqsér?ﬁ%lt&o S/})tigc (Acacla melanoxylon) and swamp

o its consideration and review as
paperbark (Melaleuca ericifplia),a vt of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Figure 2 shows an example pf tIVRéCal)Xﬁﬁ%ﬂ{iﬂﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁsﬁg%%U%P@ﬁ?y

urpose which may breach any / y

P
\ copyrlght

Figure 2: Example of typical vegetation across the study area.

ADVERTISED
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3.2.1 Ecological Vegetation Classes

Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) are a type of vegetation classification which aims to group plant
communities according to common flora species, vegetation structure and common environmental
factors such as elevation, soils and average rainfall.

The study area is located with the Gippsland Plains Bioregion.

The DEECA’s NatureKit interactive map shows three EVC’s covering the study area and surrounds in
its pre-1750 EVC modelling. EVC 53: Swamp Scrub is shown to align with the watercourse and EVC 55:
Plains Grassy Woodland is shown covering the northeastern reaches of the study area, while the
remainder of the study area is covered by EVC 151: Plains Grassy Forest.

In its extant EVC mapping Naturekit shows all three EVC's to be depleted across the study area with
fragmented remnants scattered throughout the wider region.

The site inspection confirmed that EVC 151: Plains Grassy Forest and EVC 55: Plains Grassy Woodland
were the most appropriate EVC’s for the sites central and eastern regions consistent with the DEECA's
modelling. EVC 53: Swamp Scrub was also assigned to the creek line corridor consistent with the
DEECA’s modelling.

EVC determination considered the sites apostrophe position in the landscape and where possible

various ecological character g:chf§ ﬁ;&ﬂi%ﬁ%%‘}ff‘é“b?ﬂgéﬂéée??wbﬁiﬁﬁﬂé‘%? s, vegetation structure and
soils to the EVC that is assighed. Aq%@g’&gi%@%%%ﬁ%f\{&a négmfnarks ssigned across the site.

view
t of a planni der th

Figure 3 shows the assignrmentl%il;ﬁzg;gﬂ%nﬁgﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬁaﬁ@qégsurr unds. Table 2 provides the

DEECA’s Bioregional ConsernvatipealStathsnthalarsatiee wasstsizagndghmark, and a description of

the assigned EVCs (DEECA, 2024f). purpose which may breach any

copyright

Table 2: DEECA Bioregional Consefvation Status, Description and Large Tree Size for Assighed Ecological Vegetation Classes-

. . Ecologu‘:al Bloreglon.al Largt‘e Tree The DEECA’s Ecological Vegetation Classes
Bioregion Vegetation Conservation Size e
Class Status Benchmark
Closed scrub to 8m tall at low elevations on
alluvial deposits along streams or on poorly
drained sites with higher nutrient availability.
The EVC is dominated by swamp paperbark
Melaleuca ericifolia (or sometimes woolly
EVC53: tea-tree Leptospermum lanigerum) which
Swamp Endangered 70 cm+* often forms a dense thicket, out-competing
Scrub other species. Occasional emergent
Gippsland eucalyptus may be present. Where light
Plain penetrates to ground level, a
moss/lichen/liverwort or herbaceous ground
cover is often present. Dry variants have a
grass/herbaceous ground layer.
EVC 55: An open eucalypt woodland to 15m tall
. occurring on a number of geologies and soil
Plains . . . .
Grassy Endangered 80cm+ types. Occupies poor!y dralr'led, fertile soil on
flat or gently undulating plains at low
Woodland . .
elevations. The understory consists of a few

ID Ecological Management ADVERTISED 15
PLAN




Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

Ecological Bioregional Large Tree . .
. . gl. i . g_ The DEECA’s Ecological Vegetation Classes
Bioregion Vegetation Conservation Size -
Description
Class Benchmark
sparse shrubs over a species rich grassy and
herbaceous ground layer.
EVC 151: Open forest to 20m tall often above a heathy
o shrub layer and a diverse grassy, sedgy and
Plains
Grass Vulnerable 70cm+ herbaceous ground layer. Occurs on lowland
y plains and old river terraces made up of
Forest
gravelly sandy clays.

*Taken from nearest related treed EVC 83: Swampy Riparian Woodand

(DEECA, 2024f).
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Figure 3: Distribution of Ecological Vegetation Classes over the study area and its surrounds.
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3.2.2 Native Vegetation Quality Assessment

The vegetation quality assessment identified and mapped all native vegetation patches on site. The
native patches were separated into twenty-one different habitat zones, with all patches determined
to be either EVC 53: Swamp Scrub or EVC 151: Plains Grassy Forest. No native vegetation patches were
assigned as EVC 55: Plains Grassy Woodland.

Maps 1a-c shows the location and extent of all native patches and scattered trees GPS mapped within
the study area and Table 3 provides the total area of native patches that were mapped and assessed
within the study area.

Table 3: Summary and breakdown of total area of native patches identified and assessed

Bioregoin Ecological Vegetation Class Habitat Zone Area (ha)
EVC 53: Swamp Scrub 1,2,4,19,20 0.5600
. . 3,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,
Gippsland Plains .
EVC 151: Plains Grassy Forest | 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 3.5218
17,18, 21
TOTAL 4.0818

A habitat hectare assessment,was pararistesntart ead hahitathzangpfdqbitat zone descriptions are
provided below, and all florp speciésirtee sidd punassegiaichklnge listed in Appendix 7.

its consideration and review as
Tables 4, 5 and 6 provide the resgults of dhjd assesgrpentersoundies e scqre attributed to each of the

site condition components and BHEERSAR] Jou vdoaseaAbitat Yo fre.

The document must not be used for any
The zones scored poorly ovdrall forRHEPRdedEsE ﬂﬂﬁ?"&a‘ébcé‘ﬁﬁ’e domihance of cleared agricultural
land and limited presence of native vegetatioﬁ%%m% a 5 km radius of the site.

Swamp Scrub — Habitat Zone 1 and 2

These zones are located along the margins of Bennetts Creek located in the southwest corner of the
site and exhibit similar characteristics.

The vegetation quality assessments assigned scores of 33 points out of 100 (0.33) to habitat zone 1
and 40 points out of 100 (0.40) to habitat zone 2, indicative of their moderately intact state. These
zones are characterised by a mid-storey dominated by shrubs and small trees including swamp
paperbark and blackwood.

The understorey retains patches of native sedges and rushes including common reed, austral rush
(Juncus australis) and knobby club-sedge intermixed with native herbaceous species such as Australian
gipsywort (Lycopus australis) and sheep's burr (Acaena echinata).

Encroaching exotic pasture grasses are found throughout both zones including sweet vernal-grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum) and wild oat (Avena fatua) while high threat weeds including African
boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) and mature and emerging crack willow (Salix fragilis) are present
within both zones.

Figures 4 and 5 provide examples of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 1 and 2.

ID Ecological Management ADVERTISED
PLAN
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Figure 4: Example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 1 Figure 5: Example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 2

Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zone 3

This zone is situated along the western boundary, adjacent to the Tramway roadside reserve and
measures approximately 230m in length.

jl'het ve‘getatlc?n quaI|.ty ass %r?se&;cf)igas:g&%qn%pstc&r%eolfn%aepa%gﬁa&% of 100 (0.27) tc? the zo.ne
indicative of its relatively poor st%q.tmesawullspmgrap‘@{mmgy a eugalypt canopy, with species
including yellow box and blye gum iwhitethdemitieataney holésvamarray of shrubs and small trees such

as burgan, sheoak and recryitingBickivbBRBRENBIBel0 esttiengeeade megnsii).
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The ground story is doming teylwd&%mmiﬂglﬁ%QﬂIrbeg\‘§§§'eg°rn%ﬂlﬁi Toowoomba canary-grass
(Phalaris aquatica) and cocksf&’&lcrp(ﬁgc‘%}’c/lgc;l )é'floafﬁ brlsz‘(‘:ﬁ!l AMall ockurrences of high threat
environmental weeds such [as blackberry (Rubus fru%icosus spp. agg.), spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare)

and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) are scattered throughout the zone.

Figure 6 provides an example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 3.

Figure 6: Example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 3

ID Ecological Management ADVERT‘SED 18
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Swamp Scrub — Habitat Zone 4

This zone is situated along the western boundary adjacent to the Tramway roadside reserve.

The vegetation quality assessment assigned a score of 27 points out of 100 (0.27) to the zone,
indicative of its relatively poor state. This zone is characterised by a spare eucalypt canopy above a
mid-storey of recruiting shrubs and small trees such as sheoak, burgan, swamp paperbark and sweet
bursaria (Bursaria spinosa).

The ground storey is dominated by common pasture grasses including sweet vernal grass, Toowoomba
canary grass and cocksfoot, while high threat weeds including patches of blackberry and St. John's
wort (Hypericum perforatum) are scattered across the zone.

Figure 7 provides an example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 4.

Figure 7: Example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 4

Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zone 5 and 6

These zones are located within the central region of the study area and exhibit similar characteristics.

The vegetation quality assessment assigned scores of 21 and 23 points out of 100 (0.21 and 0.23) to
the zones, indicative of their relatively poor state. The zones are characterised by a eucalypt canopy
of densely planted locally indigenous species including Strzelecki gum, blue gum and narrow-leaved
peppermint (Eucalyptus radiata) above a mid-storey of shrubs and small trees such as Blackwood, She
oak, sweet bursaria and hazel pomaderris.

The ground storey is dominated by common pasture grasses including sweet vernal grass, cocksfoot,
wild oat, and Yorkshire Fog while small occurrences high threat weeds of blackberry and hawthorn
are scattered across the zone.

Figures 8 and 9 provide examples of vegetation typical to Habitat Zones 5 and 6.

ID Ecological Management ADVERT'SED o
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Figure 8: Example of Habitat Zone 5 Figure 9: Example of Habitat Zone 6

Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zones 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11

These zones are located within the northern easement of the Hazelwood Terminal Station and exhibit
similar characteristics.

The vegetation quality assessment assigned scores ranging from 27 to 53 points out of 100 (0.27 to
0.53) to the zones, indicative of their relatively intact state. The zones are characterised by a eucalypt
canopy of planted locally indigenous species including Gippsland red gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis
subsp. mediana), yellow box and manna gum above a dense mid-storey of shrubs and small trees such
as blackwood, silver wattle (Acacia dealbata), sallow wattle (Acacia longifolia), narrow-leaf wattle
(Acacia mucronata subsp. longifolia), cherry ballart (Exocarpos cupressiformis) and giant honey-myrtle
(Melaleuca armillaris subsp. armillaris).

The ground storey holds native grasses including wallaby grass (Rytidosperma spp.), kangaroo grass
(Themeda triandra) and spear grass (Austrostipa spp.) intermixed with native herbs and graminoids
such as cotton fireweed (Senecio quadridentatus), Austral rush (Juncus australis) and thatch saw-
sedge (Gahnia radula).

Small occurrences of high threat weeds such as blackberry, hawthorn and spear thistle (Cirsium
vulgare) are scattered across the zones. While common exotic pasture grasses are encroaching from
the surrounding open grassed areas.

Figures 10 -14 provide examples of vegetation typical to Habitat Zones 7, 8 9, 10 and 11.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as ADVE RT | S E D

part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. P LAN
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Figure 11: Example of Habitat Zone 8

purpose which may breach any
bf Habitat Zone 9 copyright Figure 13: Example of Habitat Zone 10

.

Figure 14: Example of Habitat Zone 11 Figure 15: Example of Habitat Zone 12

ADVERTISED
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Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zones 12, 13 and 18

These zones are located along the northeastern boundary of the Hazelwood Terminal Station and
exhibit similar characteristics.

The vegetation quality assessment assigned scores of 17 points out of 100 (0.17) to habitat zone 6, 29
points out of 100 (0.29) to habitat zone 7 and 22 point out of 100 (0.22) to habitat zone 18. The zones
are characterised by a mid-storey of giant honey-myrtle, narrow-leaf wattle, blackwood, kunzea
species and immature eucalypts over a ground storey of native kangaroo grass, spear grass and
common exotic pasture grasses such as panic veldt-grass (Ehrharta erecta) and cocksfoot (Dactylis
glomerata). Small occurrences of the high threat weed blackberry, are scattered across the zones.

Figures 15, 16 and 17 provide examples of vegetation typical to Habitat Zones 12, 13 and 18.

Copyrig
Figure 16: Example of Habitat Zone 13

Figure 17: Example of Habitat Zone 18
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Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zones 14

This zone is located along the western boundary of the Hazelwood Terminal Station. The vegetation
quality assessment assigned a score of 33 points out of 100 (0.33) to the zone, indicative of its
relatively intact state.

This zone holds a mid-storey layer of swamp paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia), Kunzea species, sallow
wattle intermixed with a low cover of immature Gippsland red gum. The ground layer is dominated by
sedges and rushes including spiny-headed mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia), austral rush and Carex
species.

Scattered exotic pasture grasses are present alongside other common weeds such as creeping
buttercup (Ranunculus repens) and drain flat-sedge (Cyperus eragrostis).

Figure 18 provides an example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 14.
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Figure 18: Example of Habitat Zone 14

Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zone 15, 16 and 17.

These zones are located along the Tramway Roadside easement and all exhibit similar characteristics.

The vegetation quality assessment assigned scores ranging from 26 to 43 points out of 100 (0.26 to
0.43) to the zones, indicative of their relatively intact state.

The zones are characterised by a planted locally native and Victorian and Australian eucalypt canopy,
with species including swamp gum, manna gum, yellow box intermixed with southern mahogany,
sugar gum (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) and red ironbark (Eucalyptus tricarpa). The midstory has species
such as silver wattles, swamp paperbark and giant honey-myrtle over a ground layer retaining sparse
patches of native spear grass and wallaby grass.

The ground storey is dominated by exotic pasture grasses including panic veldt-grass, kikuyu and
cocksfoot intermixed with common broadleaf species such as cape weed (Arctotheca calendula) and
cat's ear (Hypochaeris spp.).

Figures 19, 20 and 21 provide examples of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 15, 16 and 17.
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Figure 19: Example of Habitat Zone 15
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Swamp Scrub — Habitat Zones 19

Figure 20: Example of Habitat Zone 16

This zone is located along the Tramway Road reserve. The vegetation quality assessment assigned a
score of 21 points out of 100 (0.21) to the zone, indicative of its relatively modified state.

This zone is a cluster of mature and emerging blackwood’s over a ground layer dominated by exotic
pasture grasses including kikuyu and cocksfoot. High threat weeds are present which include
blackberry and African boxthorn alongside broadleaf species such as cape weed.

Figure 22 provides an example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 19.
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Figure 22: Example of Habitat Zone 19

Swamp Scrub — Habitat Zones 20

This zone is located along the Tramway Road reserve. The vegetation quality assessment assigned a
score of 27 points out of 100 (0.27) to the zone, indicative of its relatively intact state.

This zone is dominated by clusters of sedges and rushes including austral rush, thatch saw-sedge, carex
species and knobby club-rush (Ficinia nodosa) intermixed with native herbs and scramblers such as
cotton fireweed, annual fireweed bidgee-widgee (Acaena novae-zelandiae) and small-leaf bramble
(Rubus parvifolius).

Encroaching pasture grasses are present including kikuyu, paspalum and rye grass intermixed with the
occasional aster-weed (Symphyotrichum subulatum).

Figure 23 provides an example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 20.

Figure 23: Example of Habitat Zone 20
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Plains Grassy Forest — Habitat Zones 21

This zone is located along the Tramway Road reserve. The vegetation quality assessment assigned a
score of 30 points out of 100 (0.30) to the zone, indicative of its relatively intact state.

This zone holds a canopy of mature yellow box over a ground layer dominated by native grasses
including kangaroo grass and spear grass intermixed with thatch saw-sedge and spiny-headed mat-
rush and the occasional patch of small-leaf bramble.

Exotic pasture grasses are present throughout the site with common species such as cocksfoot and
paspalum alongside the occasional broadleaf species such as ribwort (Plantago lanceolata).

Figure 24 provides an example of vegetation typical to Habitat Zone 21.

This copied document to be made available
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Table 4: Results of Vegetation Quality Assessments for all Native Patches
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Habitat Zone 1 Habitat Zone 2 Habitat Zone 3 Habitat Zone 4 Habitat Zone 5 Habitat Zone 6 | Habitat Zone 7
. . . . Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy
Bioregion - Gippsland Plains Swamp Scrub Swamp Scrub Forest Swamp Scrub Forest Forest Forest
EVC Name (initials) SS SS PGF SS PGF PGF PGF
EVC Number 53 53 151 53 151 151 151
Bioregional Conservation Status Endangered Endangered Vulnerable Endangered Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable
Max
100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Score
Large Old Trees 10 - - 0 - 0 0 2
Canopy Cover 5 0 © © D 4 4 4
Understorey 25 10 THi . Vailabl b 5 5 5
@ Lack of Weeds 15 6 for the sole purpose 6f enabling D 6 6 6
gl, Recruitment 10 6 its gpnsiderfation ang review gs 10 1 3 5
Mo pr mderth
% Organic Matter 5 3 ]I))I g P O?szuA ::e1 Q[g,s ] 3 3 3
o il AN o
> Logs > - he document rhust not Be used fdr any 0 0 0
Total Site Score 75 25 purgsose which may sreach arly 4o 19 21 25
Site score out of? eg 55 60 60 qopyrights do 75 75 75
Adjusted Site Score 31 38 25 5 19 21 25
o Patch Size 10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
< >
S & | Neighbourhood 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
o Q
B Distance to Core 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Habitat points out of 100 100 33 40 27 27 21 23 27
Habitat Score (hab points/100) 0.33 0.40 0.27 0.27 0.21 0.23 0.27
Total area of the Zone (ha) 0.0684 0.3903 0.1700 0.0702 0.0734 0.2345 0.1038
Total HHA in the zone 0.0231 0.1560 0.0459 0.0189 0.0154 0.0539 0.0280
Catchment West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (CMA)
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Table 5: Results of Vegetation Quality Assessments for all Native Patches

Habitat Zone 8 Habitat Zone 9 Habitat Zone 10 Habitat Zone 11 Habitat Zone 12 Habitat Zone 13 Habitat Zone 14
. . . . Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy
Bioregion - Gippsland Plains Forest Forest Forest Forest Forest Forest Forest
EVC Name (initials) PGF PGF PGF PGF PGF PGF PGF
EVC Number 151 151 151 151 151 151 151
Bioregional Conservation Status Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable
Max 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Score
Large Old Trees 10 7 3 3 2 0 0 0
Canopy Cover 5 4 4 2 4 2 0 0
Understorey 25 15 15 5 15 15 5 15
Lack of Weeds 15 9 This copied document to be made avgilable 0 2 6
%) Lo e il 1 se—of] L1
O R itment 10 10 10 TOTCICS 01T lJlgl PO el‘l'auuu%o 5 5 5
o ecrul its cansi ] g
% Organic Matter 5 3 3 part of h plannidg procegs under the 5 3 >
S | Logs 5 3 oPlanning and Enyironment Act 1987. 0 0 0
Total Site Score 75 51 27 15 31
Site score out of? eg 55 75 75 COZ;’Vl‘ith 75 75 75 75
Adjusted Site 51 an A Ac 27 15 31
Score
Iy Patch Size 10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
< 3
S & | Neighbourhood 10 0 1 1 1 0 0 0
o Qo
@ | Distance to Core 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Habitat points out of 100 100 53 a7 27 48 29 17 33
Habitat h
abitat Score (hab 0.53 0.47 0.27 0.48 0.29 0.17 0.33
points/100)
Total area of the Zone (ha) 0.2304 0.8462 0.2352 1.1166 0.0443 0.0377 0.0534
Total HHA in the zone 0.1221 0.3977 0.0635 0.5360 0.0129 0.0064 0.0176
Catchment West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (CMA)

ID Ecological Management

ADVERTISED

PLAN

28



Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

Table 6: Results of Vegetation Quality Assessments for all Native Patches
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Habitat Zone 15 Habitat Zone 16 Habitat Zone 17 Habitat Zone 18 Habitat Zone 19 Habitat Zone 20 Habitat Zone 21
. . . . Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy Plains Grassy
Bioregion - Gippsland Plains Forest Forest Forest Forest Swamp Scrub Swamp Scrub Forest
EVC Name (initials) PGF PGF PGF PGF SS SS PGF
EVC Number 151 151 151 151 53 53 151
Bioregional Conservation Status Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable Endangered Endangered Vulnerable
Max 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Score
Large Old Trees 10 2 5 7 0 - - 2
Canopy Cover 5 4 2 4 0 0 0 4
Understorey 25 5 5 15 5 5 10 5
o | Lack of Weeds 15 6 I'us copied document to be jnade flvgllable 2 6 6
gr' - fun t enablm
S Recruitment 10 3 3 ite cdnsi . ? 5 0 5
2 | Organic Matter 5 5 3 part of ja plannidg procegs under $he 3 3 5
S | Logs 5 0 o Planning and Enyironment Act 1987. . 0
1] ;mmn
Total Site Score 75 25 Zi efof . Y 15 19 27
P Y
Site score out of? eg 55 75 75 coﬁvright 75 60 60 75
Adjusted Site 25 A n 10 19 24 27
Score
by Patch Size 10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
3
- & | Neighbourhood 10 0 0 1 1 0 1 1
Q
B | Distance to Core 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Habitat points out of 100 27 26 a3 2 21 27 30
100
Habitat Score (hab
points/100) 0.27 0.26 0.43 0.22 0.21 0.27 0.30
Total area of the Zone (ha) 0.0497 0.0821 0.2058 0.0101 0.0120 0.0191 0.0286
Total HHA in the zone 0.0134 0.0214 0.0885 0.0022 0.0025 0.0051 0.0086
Catchment West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (CMA)
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3.2.3

Canopy Trees

All scattered and canopy trees (excluding those planted individuals contained within habitat zones 5

& 6) were recorded across the study area. Table 7 provides details on each tree and their locations are

shown in Map 1.

Table 7: Canopy Trees Recorded

Tree DBH Size
ID Botanical Name Common Name Type Origin
(cm) Category
No.
1 Eucalyptus sp. Unknown (dead) Scattered - Planted 81 Large Victorian Native
2 Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum Scattered - Planted 98 Large Victorian Native
3 Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum Scattered - Planted 96 Large Victorian Native
4 Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum Scattered - Planted 106 Large Victorian Native
5 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Scattered 68 Small Locally Indigenous
6 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Scattered 86 Large Locally Indigenous
7 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Scattered 55 Small Locally Indigenous
8 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Scattered 105 Large Locally Indigenous
9 Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana | Gippsland Red Gum Patch - Planted 114 Large Locally Indigenous
10 Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana | Gippsland Red Gum Patch - Planted 86 Large Locally Indigenous
11 Eucalyptus sp. Unknown (dead) Patch - Planted 78 Large Locally Indigenous
12 | Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. median }Thig'BBﬂiEa %&c@ﬂﬁ’ent to bé m gat&fh‘ﬂm‘tsile 73 Large Locally Indigenous
13 | Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. medianp | GipRslapH&’bRUpurpose ¢f elfakstinBlanted 75 Large Locally Indigenous
14 | Eucalyptus melliodora Yellitw Bonsideration and rewissha®lanted 78 Large Locally Indigenous
15 | Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. medianh | BidpEIMARPIIUMNE Process HRGRT #Afted 75 Large Locally Indigenous
Yl hd hd A 4+—10Q77
16 Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. medianp rjléqf pslan um T p3tch - Prahted 95 Large Locally Indigenous
— : Fhe document must not e used forany .
17 | Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. medianp Glp_Bilﬁ’?)dORed Gum Pﬂtchl-l)elanted 86 Large Locally Indigenous
18 | Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. medianp | Gippsland Red G'é’ﬁ‘pyright Patch - Planted 78 Large Locally Indigenous
19 Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum Patch - Planted 98 Large Locally Indigenous
20 | Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Patch - Planted 108 Large Locally Indigenous
21 Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana | Gippsland Red Gum Patch - Planted 78 Large Locally Indigenous
22 | Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box Patch - Planted 88 Large Locally Indigenous
23 Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana | Gippsland Red Gum Patch - Planted 75 Large Locally Indigenous
24 | Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum Patch - Planted 72 Large Locally Indigenous
25 Eucalyptus ovata Swamp Gum Patch - Planted 72 Large Locally Indigenous
26 | Eucalyptus ovata Swamp Gum Scattered 49 Small Locally Indigenous
27 Eucalyptus ovata Swamp Gum Scattered 90 Large Locally Indigenous
28 | Eucalyptus nicholii Narrow-lelzaf Black Patch - Planted 73 Large Australian Native
Peppermint

29 Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum Patch - Planted 78 Large Australian Native
30 | Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum Patch - Planted 84 Large Australian Native
31 Eucalyptus botryoides Southern Mahogany Patch - Planted 75 Large Australian Native
32 | Eucalyptus botryoides Southern Mahogany Patch - Planted 88 Large Australian Native
33 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Patch 84 Large Locally Indigenous
34 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Patch 74 Large Locally Indigenous
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3.2.4 Significant Vegetation Communities

All native vegetation found within the study area belongs to EVC 53: Swamp Scrub and EVC 151: Plains
Grassy Forest. These EVC's are not synonymous with any threatened ecological communities that are
listed under either the EPBC Act or FFG Act. No native vegetation was assessed on site as being covered
by EVC 55: Plains Grassy Woodland.

3.3 Flora Species

3.3.1 Flora Species Recorded

A total of 115 vascular plants were identified within the study area during the survey undertaken on
the 26" of November 2024 and the 2™ September 2025. Of these, 62 species are taxa native to
Victoria. Appendix 7 provides the results of the flora survey.

3.3.2 Significant Flora Species
Survey of the study area identified one (1) locally indigenous threatened flora species on site:

e Strzelecki gum listed on the FFG Act Threatened List as Critically Endangered and Vulnerable
under the EPBC Act.

Approximately forty (40) planted individuals were recorded, all within habitat zones 5 & 6. These trees
were inspected and diagnostics to identify whether the trees were Strzelecki Gum or swamp gum
(Eucalyptus ovata) were completed including assessing for glaucous growth tips, observing habitat
(form) of the trees, noting leaf and bark characteristics.

Map 1 shows the location of the planted rows retaining the Strzelecki Gums.

Following the additional survey completed in September 2025, a further three (3) threatened flora
species were identified. However, these species are not indigenous to the local area and are
commonly planted specimens located outside of their natural range:

e  Sticky wattle (Acacia howittii) listed on the FFG Act Threatened List as Vulnerable.

e Spotted gum (Corymbia maculata) listed on the FFG Act Threatened List as Vulnerable.

e Giant honey-myrtle (Melaleuca armillaris subsp. armillaris) listed on the FFG Act Threatened
List as Endangered.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

ADV E RT | S E D part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

P L AN The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any

copyright

31

ID Ecological Management



Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

ADVERTISED
PLAN

Figure 10: Example of glaucus growth of planted Strzelecki gum trees.

Appendix 4 provides a sumiaiis @bphedadsesamanttefdikalinosvalilatasgnce for all threatened flora
species found in both the ERBC Actfordi&sebeuumseSeﬁmtabﬁo@nd the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas
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The document must not be used for any

e Strzelecki gum listed as VITHRY: Slglﬂﬁ er E’rﬁﬁﬁk Rt and Critically Endangered under
o, copyright
Victoria’s FFG Act was Present on site.

e All other threatened flora species identified in the database searches were found to be
unlikely to occur within the study area due to a lack of suitable habitat and the highly disturbed
condition of most of the site.

3.4 Fauna Species

3.4.1 Fauna Species Recorded

A total of 13 fauna species were recorded within the study area during the site assessment. Appendix
9 lists all fauna observed opportunistically on site. Fauna species observed included nine native bird
species, one native amphibian, one native mammal and two exotic mammal species.

3.4.2 Significant Fauna Species

A description of the range of vegetation types and potential habitats for threatened fauna species that
are found within the study area are described in Section 3.5.

Initial assessments carried out by ID Ecological Management in November 2024 determined that
glossy grass skink (Pseudemoia rawlinsonii) and swamp skink (Lissolepis coventryi) were considered to
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have the potential to occur on site. Wildlife and Ecology undertook targeted surveys (Wildlife and
Ecology, 2026) and made the following key determinations:

e Glossy grass skink listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act and Endangered on the FFG Act
Threatened List was found to be ‘present’ on site. Maps 1a and 1b shows the location of all
individuals recorded.

e Swamp skink listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act and Endangered on the FFG Act
Threatened List has an ‘unlikely’ likelihood of occurring on site.

Initial assessments carried out by ID Ecological Management in November 2024 determined that
dwarf galaxias (Galaxiella pusilla) and Flinders pygmy perch (Nannoperca sp. 1), to be considered
possibly occurring on site. Aquatica Environmental undertook targeted surveys (Aquatica
Environmental, 2025) and made the following key determinations:

e Dwarf galaxias listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act and Endangered on the FFG Act
Threatened List, was determined to have an ‘unlikely’ likelihood of occurrence.

e Flinders pygmy perch listed as Vulnerable on the FFG Act Threatened List, was found present
immediately upstream and there for determined to be ‘present’ on site due to seasonal
occurrence is likely when flows connect to upstream habitats.

Appendix 6 provides a summary of the assessment of likelihood of presehce for all threatened fauna
species found in both the ER BhAatdirietk dediMattiers bearchdtanisifebibé Victorian Biodiversity Atlas

within 5km of the study arep. for the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as

In summary, this likelihood ¢ sseﬁ%&@f&&@ﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁh@ater ed fauna species than those

listed above identified in the d,i,{algn?én glpc%gnv‘(lgrpenné‘f&te X(ci:t?lgggdr within the study area.
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3.5 Habitat Values

Scattered Canopy Trees

Scattered trees are characterised by a cluster of locally indigenous canopy eucalypts, some bearing
hollows that are likely to be utilised for nesting and roosting by relatively common bird species such
as Australian magpie (Gymnorhina tibicen) which were observed onsite. These trees may also be
utilized as a stopover point or stepping stones for relatively common birds such as new Holland
honeyeater (Phylidonyris novaehollandia) and Australian raven (Corvus coronoides) in their
movements through the wider landscape. However, they are unlikely to form part of an important
habitat for any threatened species.

A small number of planted Exotic trees are scattered across the study area and provide a similar
function as a small stepping-stone of habitat likely to be utilised by mobile birds moving through the
landscape such as red wattlebird (Anthochaera carunculate).
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Figure 11: Example of scattered canopy tree (Tree ID No’s. 7 and 8)

Open Degraded Grass

This highly modified habitat type is found across the majority of the study and as per DEECA’s pre-
1750 EVC modelling EVC 55: Plains Grassy Woodland is shown covering the northeastern reaches of

the study area, which incorp

It offers negligible habitat

visited by relatively commpn natiits diindsdswaliaas andlecenievewsllow (
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Waterways / Aquatic Ha

Figure 12: Example of degraded open pasture

bitat

Bennetts Creek runs through the southwest corner of the study area, covering a length of
approximately 250m. In the southern part of the creek line, the watercourse diverges into a smaller
channel heading towards the southwestern boundary and a low-lying depression retaining minimal
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native sedges and rushes is located east of the creek. There is presently no cattle access to the creek
due to fencing and significant revegetation has taken place along the margins of the creek within this
fenced off section.

The watercourse and adjoining drainage channels provide habitat for common amphibian species such
as common froglet (Crinia signifera) heard calling throughout the site and the dense understorey
vegetation along the creek margins also provides foraging and nesting opportunities for common
passerine birds such as thornbills (Acanthiza spp.), superb fairy-wren (Malurus cyaneus) and willie
wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys) observed throughout the creek line.

This habitat also supports populations of burrowing crayfish (Engaeus sp.), with burrows and chimneys
observed in high abundance throughout the Bennetts creek line.

This habitat supports the threatened fish species Flinders pygmy perch which is known to occur in the
Bennetts Creek catchment and has been recorded upstream of the site (Aquatica Environmental,
2025). While the habitat is structurally suitable for dwarf galaxias, its presence is unlikely with no
recent detection of the species in the catchment and no VBA records within the local area. Both
species are found in small systems with low flow rates containing aquatic vegetation.

This habitat supports populations of the threatened reptile species glossy grass skink who prefer
swampy, densely vegetated areas (Wildlife and Ecology, 2026).

Figure 13: Example of native riparian vegetation, Phragmites australis covering the creek line
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Figure 14: Example of the low-lying depression

3.6 Further Survey Recommendations

Targeted survey and/or expert species advice regarding the habitat suitability of the watercourse and
drainage channels/low lying depressions for the potential presence of threatened fauna species
determined the following:

e Glossy grass skink and Flinders pygmy perch known to be Present on site.
e Swamp skink and dwarf galaxias were found not to occur on site.

Specific mitigation measures to minimise impacts from the construction and use of the site must be
developed and incorporated into the project’s design to protect Flinders pygmy perch and glossy grass
skink are further discussed in the accompanying targeted survey reports (Aquatica Environmental,
2025) (Wildlife and Ecology, 2026) and in Section 5.1.2.
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4 Policy and Legislative Implications

4.1 Commonwealth - Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999

The EPBC Act establishes a Commonwealth process for assessment of proposed actions that are likely
to have a significant impact on MNES or on Commonwealth land. Such an action (i.e. project,
development, undertaking, activity, or series of activities), unless otherwise exempt, requires approval
from the Commonwealth Environment Minister if it is considered likely to have an impact on any
MNES. A referral under the EPBC Act is required if a proposed action is likely to have a ‘significant
impact’ on any of the following MNES:

. World Heritage properties;

. National heritage places;

) Ramsar wetlands of international significance;

. Threatened species and ecological communities;

o Migratory and marine species;

° Commonwealth marine area;

. Nuclear actions (including uranium mining);

° Great Barrier Reef Marine Park; and

. A water resource, in relation to coal seam gas development and large coal mining

development.

4.1.1 Implications (Significant Impact Criteria)

All MNES identified through database interrogation using the Protected Matters Search Tool
(DCCEEW, 2024) are listed in Table 8.

Table 8 summarises the assessment of the likelihood of occurrence for all MNES, with additional detail
and comments for threatened species identified in data base searches provided in Appendix 4 and
Appendix 6.
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Table 8 — Summary of the assessment of likelihood of occurrence for Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES)

Matter of National Environmental Likelihood of
Significance Occurrence Comments
Flora
River Swamp Wallaby-grass Low No further consideration recommended.
Thick-lipped Spider-orchid Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Matted Flax-lily Low Not recorded during site assessments. No further
consideration recommended
Strzelecki Gum Present See below recommendations and Significant
Impact Assessment (SIA) table
Clover Glycine Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Dense Leek-orchid Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Green-striped Greenhood Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Swamp Fireweed Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Metallic Sun-orchid Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Austral Toadflax Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Swamp Everlasting Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Fauna
Common Sandpiper Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Regent Honeyeater Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Fork-tailed Swift Untikely No-farthrerconsideration recommended.
Cattle Egret This dopied ]Low further consideration recommended.
Australasian Bittern Or;, the §tﬂWpurp0 sideration recommended.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

ol

its cotdidikelvtion and revii&furgher con

sideration recommended.

Curlew Sandpiper

P

art of alplilehing pr¢

cess Nt con

sideration recommended.

Pectoral Sandpiper

Pldnningmnnle]iipvirodment NstrdABdr con

sideration recommended.

Gang-gang Cockatoo The

aocumq_%Wnust no

Glossy Black Cockatoo

urposc hich nray
Unlmellx

il nvr}nht

be used {0 AM¥on

sideration recommended.

11 . .
o further conkideration recommended.

Brown Treecreeper UnIike‘I‘{/P No further conkideration recommended.
Grey Falcon Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Latham’s Snipe Low No further consideration recommended.
Painted Honeyeater Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Low No further consideration recommended.
White-throated Needletail Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Swift Parrot Low No further consideration recommended.
Hooded Robin Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Rainbow Bee-eater Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Black-faced Monarch Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Yellow Wagtail Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Satin Flycatcher Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Blue-winged Parrot Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Osprey Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Pilot Bird Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Rufous Fantail Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Australian Painted Snipe Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Diamond Firetail Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Common Greenshank Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Swamp Skink Unlikely Targeted surveys undertaken by Ecology and

Wildlife deemed the species unlikely to be present
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Matter of National Environmental Likelihood of
Significance Occurrence Comments
on site (Wildlife and Ecology, 2026). No further
consideration required

Growling Grass Frog Low No further consideration recommended.
Martin’s Toadlet Low No further consideration recommended.
Spotted-tail Quoll Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Southern Brown Bandicoot Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Broad-toothed Rat Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Greater Glider Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Yellow-bellied Glider Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
New Holland Mouse Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Grey-headed Flying Fox Unlikely No further consideration recommended.

Targeted surveys undertaken by Aquatica
Dwarf Galaxias Unlikely Environment:':\I deemed' the sp'ecies unlikely to be

present on site (Aquatica Environmental, 2025).
No further consideration required
Australian Grayling Unlikely No further consideration recommended.
Wetlands of International Importance
Not present
Gippsland Lakes within or adjacent No further consideration recommended.
to study area

This copied document to be made available

Three (3) Matters of Natignal En&?ﬁbﬂ?ﬁéﬂlﬁlpﬁ'éﬂ?ﬁsa‘#cﬁnﬁmmg listed|under the EPBC Act 1999)

warrant further considerati

Strzelecki Gum

_~1ts consideration and review as
pn: part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

Approximately fort
within the study are

(40) purepleskivguch (@alycbypwh stryeleckii)
a and determined ®® %8Bt anted individual

were found to be present
S.

The current footp

ntdirectty Tmpacts on alt - individuats tdemnt

fied within Habitat Zone 6

(approximately 32). Table 9 provides an assessment of the potential impact to Strzelecki gum
as a Vulnerable species under the EPBC Act against the Significant Impact Guidelines (the
Guidelines) and identifies mitigation measures to reduce any impacts.

In summary the Significant Impact Assessment determined that the potential impact to
Strzelecki gum from this project is unlikely to be significant.

No recommendations for an EPBC Act referral and no further consideration for this species
recommended.

Swamp Skink

Initially identified as a ‘moderate’ likelihood of occurrence, with the riparian area of Bennetts
Creek providing potential habitat.

Direct impacts (e.g. from clearance) and indirect impacts (e.g. from sedimentation) to the
riparian section of Bennetts Creek and drainage lines contained within the study area should
be avoided.

A targeted survey for swamp skink was completed to determine habitat suitability,
presence/absence and to provide additional mitigation measures to minimise any impacts on
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this species from the proposed land use and development. The survey determined that swamp
skink is unlikely to be present (Wildlife and Ecology, 2026).
No further consideration for this species.

Dwarf Galaxias

Initially identified as a ‘moderate’ likelihood of occurrence, with the waterbodies and drainage
lines providing potential habitat.

Direct impacts (e.g. from clearance) and indirect impacts (e.g. from sedimentation) to the
waterbodies and drainage lines contained within the study area should be avoided.

A targeted survey/expert species advice for dwarf galaxias was completed to determine
habitat suitability, presence/absence and to provide additional mitigation measures to
minimise any impacts on this species from the proposed land use and development.

The survey determined that dwarf galaxias is unlikely to be present (Aquatica Environmental,
2025).

No further consideration for this species.

There are no additional MNES than those identified above that warrant further consideration under

the proposal. In summary:

No threatened ecological communities were found to occur within the study area during the
site inspection;

All other flora identified in database searches, within a 5km radius, that are listed as
threatened under the EPBC Act are considered unlikely to occur within the study area; and
All other fauna species identified in the database searches, within a 5km radius, that are listed
as threatened under the EPBC Act were found to have a low likelihood of occurrence or were
unlikely to occur or be reliant on habitat within the study area.

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Table 9 - Significant Impact Assessment and Mitigation

Measures for Eucalyptus strzeleckii (Strzelecki Gum)

s §
= F=
80 Residual Risk | &
= . £ o
N s N E 9 N with g 2
Impact Criteria Risk without mitigation measures 2 5 Mitigation Measure(s) L. c 3
3 a mitigation s o
< o 2 9
£ measures
s E g E
e ©
o o
s E
£
. The Strzelecki Gum proposed to be removed do not . .
Lead to a long-term decrease in . L prop . . P Consult with WGCMA and revegetate available areas
. . constitute a significant population as identified in the . . .
the size of an important . along waterway post construction with Strzelecki Gum Low
. Recovery Plan, nor a population fthat is required for the s
population . . plants to replade lost individuals.
species long term survival and reg cfnery. . .
is copied document to be made available
) ek siokb for the sole purppse of enabling
The Strzelecki Gum proposed to |be remo . . . .
. L prop . . Y€§ ﬂﬁﬂeratlon and reyiesnast with WGCMA and revegetate available areas
Reduce the area of occupancy of | constitute a significant populatidn as |dentt| ied in tre . . . .
- ; ) part of aplanning process nnldeg theerway post construction with Strzelecki Gum Low
an important population Recovery Plan, nor a population [that i$ required for > eplade lost individuals
species long term survival and rgcov \l.annmg and Envirpnment ARRt987ep '
The document must not pe used for any -
purpose which may Sredch any Z
Fragment an existing important The Strzelecki Gum proposed to |be removed do not co yl‘lghé Consult with WIGCMA and revegetate available areas E
population into two or more constitute a significant populatign and do not connect t\I\B 5 along waterway post construction with Strzelecki Gum Low =
populations or more populations. 5 ptantstoreptace lost individuals. 3
=
S g
The current plantings are situated as planted windrows on =
upper slopes of the site. . .
. " PP P - . Consult with WGCMA and revegetate available areas
Adversely affect habitat critical to | The lower riparian zone represents an area of suitable . . .
. . . . . . . along waterway post construction with Strzelecki Gum Low
the survival of a species habitat for the species. Further planting of the species will S
L . plants to replace lost individuals.
enhance the riparian zone, but it does not represent an
area of critical habitat for the species.
. . The project will not result in alterations or disruptions to e .
Disrupt the breeding cycle of an proj . . . P . No further mitigation measures required for the
. . the breeding cycle of an important population of Strzelecki . Low
important population Gum management of this impact.
41

ID Ecological Management

ADVERTISED

PLAN




Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

c
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80 Residual Risk | &
= . g o
o L N € 3 L with € 9
Impact Criteria Risk without mitigation measures e 5 Mitigation Measure(s) . e 3
3 a mitigation s 8
< o 3 o
p§- £ measures 2 £
- ©
o o
s E
E
Modify, destroy, remove or An approximate area of 0.23 ha will potentially be impacted
isolate or decrease the that has been planted with Strzelecki Gum in the past 15-25 L .
I . . No further mitigation measures required for the
availability or quality of habitat years. . Low
o ) . . . management of this impact.
to the extent that the species is Under a worst case scenario, the impact is very unlikely to
likely to decline cause the species to decline.
Result in invasive species that are | The disturbances associated with the proposal are unlikely
harmful to a vulnerable species to result in the further establishment of invasive species - No further mitigation measures required for the Low -
becoming established in the either weeds or pest animals, given the high coverage of <Zt management of this impact. <Z,;
vulnerable species' habitat exotic species already contained within the site. E E
Z 2
(C) (G}
Therei id t t that pl d k Id i z
. ere is no evidence to suggest that planned works wou = e . =
Introduce disease that may cause . . g8 . P . . o No further mitigation measures required for the (o]
. . represent an increased risk of introduction of disease that 2 . Low 2
the species to decline . . management of this impact.
may cause the community to decline.
It is not considered that the impact on Strzelecki Gums at
Interfere substantially with the this site would substantially interfere with the recovery of No further mitigation measures required for the Low
recovery of the species the species, given the number and extent of Strzelecki Gum management of this impact.
found within the wider region.
This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. TI S E D
The document must not be used for any ADVE R
purpose which may breach any P L AN
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4.2 State - Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988

The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) and the Flora and Fauna Guarantee (Amendment)
Act 2019 (FFG Act) is the primary State legislation for the protection of native plants, native animals
and ecological communities on public land and waters in Victoria. Species and ecological communities
can be listed as threatened under the Act based on assessments by an independent Scientific Advisory
Committee. Threatening processes may also be listed.

Under the FFG Act a permit is required from the DEECA to ‘take’ ‘protected’ flora species, ‘listed
communities’ or ‘threatened species’ from public land. Removal of any protected flora taxa, listed
flora species or listed communities may not be undertaken until this permit has been issued (DEECA,
2024e).

The FFG Act now defines three types of ‘take’, these include ‘incidental take’, ‘take for sale’ and ‘take
for personal use’. Two types of categories for protected flora have also been defined ‘generally
protected flora’ and ‘restricted use protected flora’. ‘Generally protected flora’ require a permit under
any situation while ‘restricted use protected flora’ don’t need a permit for ‘incidental take’ (DEECA,
2024e).

The FFG Act also provides specific protection of fish passage by noting that the ‘prevention of passage

of aquatic biota as a result of the presence of instream structures’ is a potlentially threatening process
and that ‘there should be nq Fivighee piesl dotabredt thineeimenteviabiliapfiany rare species’.

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the
Removal of any protected floraRlndatih amidiesti wautdimnaet 8 definition of ‘incidental take’. No

FFG Act protected flora or habltae fircPR@ALTPIst Belcbefand BXistion the public road reserve that
interfaces with the site. No urtherpa}ﬁmfﬂg'ﬁ]?gg%ﬁg’%ﬁhi?%rt of the proposal.

Copyri

4.2.1 Implications

A population of FFG Act list n the study area:

e The design for the Gippsland BESS must consider the findings of the targeted survey. The
species habitat should be protected and enhanced, with proposed works located outside of
these areas, including the accessway and construction footprint.

e Any refining of the existing design to accommodate the protection of GGS populations must
be in consultation with ecologists that have experience with this species.

e A Fauna Conservation Management Plan should be developed to mitigate impacts, including
additional habitat assessments and fauna salvage protocols.

(wildlife and Ecology, 2026).

Flinders pygmy perch was not detected within the project area during the targeted survey; however,
seasonal occurrence is likely when flows connect to upstream habitats as species was confirmed as
present immediately upstream (Aquatica Environmental, 2025). Therefore, the species is determined
to be present on site.

e Retain and maintain the existing fenced buffer around Bennetts Creek and avoid direct
disturbance wherever practicable.

¢ Implement all mitigation and monitoring measures described in Section 5 through the project’s
CEMP, with emphasis on sediment and erosion control, pollution prevention, and protection of
riparian vegetation.

1 Ecological Management ADVERTISED 3
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e With these measures in place, the residual risk to aquatic ecological values is considered low,
and the project can proceed without significant adverse effects on Bennetts Creek or its
associated aquatic fauna.

(Aquatica Environmental, 2025).

4.3 State - Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994

In accordance with Section 20 of the CaLP Act, landholders and managers have a responsibility to take
all reasonable steps to:

e Avoid causing or contributing to land degradation which causes or may cause damage to land
of another land owner;

e Eradicate regionally prohibited weeds;

e Prevent the growth and spread of regionally controlled weeds on their land; and

e Prevent the spread of, and as far as possible, eradicate established pest animals.

4.3.1 Implications

Seven weeds declared noxious under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CaLP Act) were
identified on site (Table 10).[Five of these weeds are categorised within thg West Gippsland Catchment

Management Authority regiornas cdpeianadvizrattalese ansdevp asiakgstricted’ (Agriculture Victoria,
2024). for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
Table 10: Declared npxioupaetdsfraoptamning qrr okess mindert thiel Langl Protection Act 1994
Planning and Environment Act 1987

Scientific Name The doqument EBHHLWPME"" for Jlny Classification
purpose which may breach any
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thiptjeight Regionally controlled
Conium maculatum Hemlock Regionally controlled
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Regionally controlled
Foeniculum vulgare Fennel Restricted
Genista monspessulana Montpellier Broom Regionally controlled
Hypericum perforatum St John's Wort Regionally controlled
Lycium ferocissimum African Box-thorn Regionally controlled
Rubus fruticosus spp. agg Blackberry Regionally controlled
Salix fragilis Crack Willow Restricted

To prevent the spread of noxious weeds listed in Table 10, the contractor engaged to carry any works
on site must be made aware if the presence of these weed species. Appropriate site weed hygiene
practices should be employed to limit the spread of any existing noxious weeds within the construction
area. Similarly, vehicle hygiene practice must be employed to prevent the import or export of any
noxious weeds to or from any construction areas.

4.4 Water Act 1987

Catchment Management Authorities have statutory responsibilities under Section 67 of the Water Act
to monitor, manage, enforce, and administer control over all works which may impact upon
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designated waterways to ensure works undertaken do not adversely affect the health of those
waterways.

A permit is required to undertake works on a designated waterway and can include activities such as:

e Crossings — bridges, fords, culverts;

e Deviations — waterway realignments;

e  Extractions —sand, silt or gravel;

e Stabilisation — bank protection, retaining structures;

e Vegetation —fallen timber and vegetation removal, revegetation projects;
e  Works — stormwater outlets, service crossings; and

e Other —jetty, river mouth opening, boardwalks.

4.4.1 Implications

Under the Act approval must be sought from the local Catchment Management Authority and a
‘Works on Waterways’ (WoW) permit is required to ‘construct, alter, operate, remove, or
decommission’:

e any works on a waterway; or

e abore.

The Overall Site Plan (Appendihik) shpivd thecpmposed benstrde tionilapladt zone and cable connection

which cross Bennetts Creek at a Ridthesplsarwaersaod ¢nabdae Consultation with the WGCMA s
. its confideration an[d review as
recommended to determing an aEgPr val reguirements.
art of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
o The document must not be used for any
4.5 State - Wildlife Alct 19%%8rpose which may breach any
ight
The Wildlife Act 1975 provides the primary Iegcigg%i%%l}or the protection and management of wildlife,

the purposes of this Act are:

e To establish procedures in order to promote the protection and conservation of wildlife, the
prevention of taxa of wildlife from becoming extinct and the sustainable use of and access to
wildlife; and

e To prohibit and regulate the conduct of persons engaged in activities concerning or related to
wildlife.

4.5.1 Implications

Persons engaged to remove, salvage, hold or relocate any native fauna species during proposed
construction works must have a permit under this Act to undertake such actions and ensure any
actions to manage wildlife must be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the Act or at
the direction of DEECA.

Under the Wildlife Act 1975 Wildlife Management Authorisation permits, threatened species can only
be relocated to a maximum of 100m from the point of capture. If this is not possible, then
translocation plans need to be lodged to and approved by DEECA before any threatened animals can
be moved.
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4.6 State - Environmental Effects Act 1978

In Victoria, environmental impact assessments of proposed development projects are conducted
through the Environmental Effects Statement (EES) process under the Environment Effects Act 1978
(EE Act). The Minister for Planning (the Minister) administers the EES process through the Ministerial
Guidelines for Assessment of Environmental Effects (Ministerial Guidelines), whilst DEECA manages
this process (Victorian Auditor Generals Report, 2017).

A proponent should ask the Minister administering the Act whether an EES is required for projects or
amended projects that could have a significant effect on the environment. If the Minister decides that
an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is required, the project proponent is responsible for preparing
the EES and undertaking the necessary investigations (Victorian Government, the Department of
Sustainaibility and Environment, 2023).

Referral criteria is based on either individual potential environmental effects or a combination of
potential environmental effects.

4.6.1 Implications

Assessment of referral req irements for relevant criteria-are outlined below.

Individual Potential Env|Mhigepied détagient to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
Potential clearing of 10 ha pr moreg.ef gative vagstatian feormevaqarea that is of an EVC identified as

endangered or an EVC that|is clpagifietlaoplamniarg fleofwithumdendition score of 0.5 or more) or rare

(with a condition score of 0.6 orifligre)ng and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

e Overall, 0.005 hectgres of pativesecghiahiomalyabileaeh dagermined to be impacted under the
current proposal fram an EVC identifie@P3¢ Ei¥angered. Removal of less than 0.5 hectares of

native vegetation imthistocatiomwittmot—have—a—significant—impact on habitat for rare or
threatened species.

e This amount is significantly under the referral threshold and therefore, no referral is required
under this criterion.

Potential for loss of a significant proportion (e.g. 1 percent or greater) of known remaining habitat or
population of a threatened species within Victoria.

e Approximately 40 Strzelecki Gum were found present on site, however all individuals were
identified as planted specimens with confirmation from the landowner.

e Targeted surveys identified glossy grass skink and Flinders pygmy perch on site.

e Using DEECA’s threatened species habitat modelling as a guide, no species specific offsets
have been identified, with less than 0.05% of any modelled habitat impacted.

e No EES referral is likely to be required under this criterion.

Potential for long-term change to the ecological character of a wetland listed under the Ramsar
Convention or in A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia

e Not applicable.
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A combination of potential environmental effects

Potential removal, destruction or lopping of 10 hectares or more of native vegetation, unless it is
authorised for removal under an approved forest management plan or fire protection plan.

e Qverall, a total 0.005 ha of native vegetation from Swamp Scrub EVC is proposed to be
impacted by the project.

Matters listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988:

— potential loss of a significant area of a listed ecological community; or

— potential loss of a genetically important population of an endangered or threatened species
(listed or nominated for listing), including from loss or fragmentation of habitats; or

— potentially significant effects on habitat values of a wetland supporting migratory bird species.

o 0.018 ha of Swamp Scrub and Plains Grassy Forest EVCs, which are not synonymous with any
FFG listed communities.

e DEECA’s threatened species modelling did not assign any species specific offsets to the native
vegetation removal.

e No wetlands supporting migratory bird species habitat will be significantly impacted from the
project.

Potential for extensive or major effects on landscape values of regional importance, especially:

— where recognised by a planning scheme overlay;

— declared as a distindthvis appaedndolantissdde bedontdeeaRitaing|and Environment Act 1987;

or for the sole purpose of enabling
—  within or adjoining land resl%Srvcé) ﬂﬁggfa?i?g I%lls/iol;%ll ?"é@vrﬁg ﬁ\Ct 1975.
part of a pla erthe

Tning process un
e Not applicable. Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

In view of the above, a combjinatio®8f BREGVERSH, MAt RIS A ental effects is unlikely to warrant

a referral. copyright

4.7 State - Planning and Environment Act 1987

4.7.1 Planning Overlays

The study area is covered by the State Resource Overlay — Schedule 1 under the Latrobe Planning
Scheme. There are no direct implications under this overlay that would relate to any vegetation or
habitat removal likely to occur under the project.

4.7.2 Clauses

Clause 52.17 -Native Vegetation

Under Clause 52.17 of the Latrobe Planning Scheme, a planning permit is required to clear or disturb
native vegetation within the study area. Native vegetation will be impacted and or require removal
under the proposal and as such, application of the 'Guidelines' to obtain a planning permit for the
works is necessary. The information provided within this report and summarised specifically within
Section 5 is considered to satisfy the information requirements of the Guidelines.
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Clause 52.17-7 identifies exemptions from requiring a planning permit to remove native vegetation
for certain uses, activities or development. In particular the planted vegetation exemption is
applicable to some of the study area.

Native vegetation that is to be removed, destroyed or lopped that was either planted, or grown
as a result of direct seeding.

This exemption does not apply to native vegetation planted or managed with public funding
for the purpose of land protection or enhancing biodiversity unless the removal, destruction or

lopping of the native vegetation is in accordance with written permission of the agency (or its
successor) that provided the funding.

Revegetation activities have historically been undertaken on the property to provide protection from
livestock:

“Fenced trees on Tramway Road property were planted and fenced approximately 25 years
ago as protection for livestock. They were staggered across the paddock to give maximum
wind protection.” (K. Boulton pers. comm 16/12/2024).

It is considered that these plantings would meet the planted vegetation exemption and whilst they
have been included and identified in this assessment, do not require offsets for their removal. This
includes habitat zones 5 & 6 and Tree ID’s 1 — 4.

ADVERTISED
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5 Victoria’s Native Vegetation Removal Regulations

The purpose of the Guidelines is to set out and describe the application of Victoria’s statewide policy
in relation to assessing and compensating for the removal of native vegetation. The Guidelines
implement Clause 12.01-2S (Biodiversity) of the Planning Provisions objective 'To ensure that there is
no net loss to biodiversity as a result of the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation
(DEECA, 2017).

The Guidelines also detail the three-step approach of Avoid, Minimise and Offset as a key component
of the policy. This approach aims to ensure that the removal of native vegetation is restricted to only
what is reasonably necessary, and that biodiversity is appropriately compensated for any removal
approved.

A combination of site-based and landscape information is used to calculate the biodiversity value
(being a general or species habitat score) of native vegetation to be removed. This is calculated by the
extent and condition score, combined to determine the site-based measure of biodiversity value.

The assessment pathway for an application to remove native vegetation reflects its potential impact
on biodiversity and is determined by combining the location and extent of the native vegetation

proposed to be removed, in-aeeerdance-with-Fable3-efthe-Guidelines:

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

Basic - limited impacts on b|odiversityconsideration and review as

Intermediate - could impadt omﬁarrtgefﬁdéé}n&mmg&@asw@gréhe serjsitive wetlands and coastal

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any

Detailed - could impact onflarge tsges,nepdangarathf Yreageasitive wetlands and coastal area and

could significantly impact on habitat for rare aofiyegtened species. (DEECA, 2017)

The pathways are:

areas.

5.1 Avoiding and minimising Impacts on Native Vegetation

The principles of avoidance and minimisation can be achieved in a Project by avoiding the removal of
native vegetation via locating or designing the project works so that native vegetation is not removed.
Minimising losses to native vegetation can be achieved via minimising the design construction
footprint, restricting project works to areas of native vegetation that have the least biodiversity or
other values or managing the works to minimise impacts on surrounding vegetation (DEECA, 2017).

51.1 Strategic Planning

The site is covered by a Farming Zone — Schedule 1 and a State Resource Overlay which pertains to
Gippsland brown coalfields as a resource of significance. The overlay does not designate any native
vegetation that must be retained.

5.1.2 Site Level Planning

A proposed design was provided by Accent Environmental in July 2026 — Appendix 1 (Gippsland BESS
- Overall Site Plan 24/07/2026) The plan displays the location of the construction impact zone, site
access point, substation and proposed connector path. The site access design provided by Access
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Environmental in July 2026, highlights access from the western verge roadside into the site, including

new edge of seal, turn in lane and tie into the internal road network.

Under the current design the following avoid and minimisation of impacts to native vegetation has

been achieved:

The main development area (batteries and sub-station) have been located within an area
previously cleared, containing non-native or planted vegetation.

Entirety of habitat zones 1, 2 and 5 are not impacted.

All scattered trees (whether planted or remnant) are not impacted under the proposal.
Access to the site will be off Tramway Road through a new crossover which impacts on
minimal native vegetation (habitat zone 3). Under the current site access design only 0.013ha
of native vegetation is assessed as lost at the entrance location.

Proposed cable connection will cross Bennetts Creek within a clearing and only impact upon
a small section of habitat zone 4 of up to 5 metres.

There is complete avoidance of direct/indirect impacts to Bennetts creek riparian vegetation
as it will retain its current alignment and the proposed connector cable into the Hazelwood
Terminal Station is planned to be under bored or trenched at the southern end of the
property. This will ensure that no adverse effects to the creek line and all associated aquatic

fauna, including bufrowing crayfish will not be impacted.
This copied document to be made available

Planted Strzelecki Gums ideptified fur stie wilhjnirpbitabfenabliage retained and not impacted under
the design, however all planted Stﬁiél@@ﬂﬁ'glﬁﬂ%thﬂﬁﬁiﬁméﬁe 6 arg unavoidably impacted. The
necessary size of the footpr|nt t Iﬁa ge ;t‘lﬂpeigaﬁ{eﬁgsr%ggsceuﬁ%ig prin{ outside of flood prone land

nning and Environment Act 1

and meet the projects storagemgtﬂmﬁtmﬁﬁmrgglﬁgg(fmme inavoidable.

purpose which may breach any

Section 5.3 details the deterimination of Iossescbcbs)g%yﬁ vegetation under{the current design proposal

and Map 2 shows the locatipn of these native vegetation losses.

The Wildlife and Ecology glossy grass skink key determination and mitigation measures include:

A very high level of consideration for these sites and their GGS populations needs to be given
when preparing future designs for the Gippsland BESS. Preferably these known populations
and sites need to be protected and enhanced, with proposed works moved outside of these
areas, including the accessway and construction footprint.

If the Gippsland BESS designs and proposed works cannot be adjusted to take into account this
threatened reptile species then fauna mitigation measures must be implemented, including
fauna salvaging during initial earthworks and the creation of habitat in other areas outside of
the impact zones. It must be noted that under the Wildlife Act 1975 Wildlife Management
Authorisation permits, threatened species can only be relocated to a maximum of 100m from
the point of capture. If this is not Page 19 of 35 Targeted Glossy Grass & Swamp Skink Surveys,
Gippsland BESS — November 2025 possible, then translocation plans need to be lodged to and
approved by DEECA before any threatened animals can be moved’.

(wWildlife and Ecology, 2026).

The Aquatica Environmental mitigation measures for Flinders pygmy perch include:
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e Retain and maintain the existing fenced buffer around Bennetts Creek and avoid direct
disturbance wherever practicable.

e Engage a suitably qualified and licensed aquatic ecologist to:

o Undertake pre-clearance salvage of aquatic fauna if any works are required within or
adjacent to the drainage line; and

o Be available on call during construction to assist with fauna relocation or incidental
encounters.

e Implement all mitigation and monitoring measures described in Section 5 through the project’s
CEMP, with emphasis on sediment and erosion control, pollution prevention, and protection of
riparian vegetation.

o With these measures in place, the residual risk to aquatic ecological values is considered low,
and the project can proceed without significant adverse effects on Bennetts Creek or its
associated aquatic fauna.

(Aquatica Environmental, 2025).
The assessed losses to native vegetation will be appropriately offset by the proponent in line with the

Guideline (DEECA, 2017). The purchase of a registered credit extract will ensure that the overarching
native vegetation policy of ‘no net loss’ is achieved.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

A number of measures are|propodéticensifigintsencandtraetean dipacts fon ecological values. These
part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
nit o pWﬁ{é(sse which may breach any
right

5.2 Construction

include the following:

No-go Zone Fencing / Li

e Prior to the commehcement of any wofKs]

o The construction zone footprint and limit of works must be clearly defined on
construction plans and should be physically delineated with fencing; and

o Native vegetation outside of the limit of works must be protected by the
establishment of No-Go zones, with fencing and exclusion areas identified as part of
contract conditions.

e All works and construction activities associated with the project (i.e. stack sites, temporary
storage areas, parking areas, turn around points...etc.) should be located within degraded
areas not containing native vegetation; and

e The fencing should be constructed of supported para-webbing or rope bunting and include
signage identifying the area as ‘No-Go Zone - No Unauthorised Access’. The No-Go zone fence
is to be erected prior to the commencement of construction works and to be retained in place
for the duration of construction activities, and then removed.

Vehicle Hygiene / Weed Management

e Vehicle / plant hygiene protocols should be implemented to prevent the importation and the
spread of declared weeds, environmental weeds, pests and diseases (pathogens) within the
construction works area and offsite.

Sedimentation / Erosion
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Erosion and sediment controls should include but not be limited to:

Installation and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation controls established in accordance
with EPA best practice guidelines for the treatment of sediment laden run-off resulting from
construction activities. Sediment controls must be maintained in good order throughout the
project and all materials removed from site at the completion of works;

Adequately control and route runoff within the construction site to the appropriate
sedimentation controls.

Appropriate control structures within the ‘limits of works’ should also be established.
Minimising the amount of exposed erodible surfaces during construction - i.e. through the
staging of works and progressive reinstatement of earthworks; and

Prompt covering of exposed surfaces (including batters and stockpiles) that would otherwise
remain bare for more than 28 days - cover may include mulch, erosion control mat or seeding
with sterile grass.

Wildlife Management

5.3 Topographic Infor

A Fauna Conservation Management Plan should be developed to mitigate impacts, including
additional habitat assessments and fauna salvage protocols.
Recommendations within the targeted survey reports (Aquatica Environmental, 2025)

(wildlife and Ecology, 2026) are to be implemented during constrlljction, including salvage and

translocation if requiiFée copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

art of a planning process under the
]rﬂfi]ng and Environment Act 1987.

The following provides topogr%‘?gﬁwmmgﬂgh%ﬂégﬂig% & ndtive vegetation proposed to

be removed (DEECA, 2017).

1.

purpose which may breach any
copyright

Role of native vegetation in protecting water quality, waterways and riparian ecosystems

particularly within 30m of a wetland, waterway or special catchment

e Approximately 250m of Bennetts Creek runs through the southwest corner of the study
area, which is dominated by native riparian vegetation and the margins are covered in a
dense mid-storey of native trees and shrubs. Only a small 4-6 metre width impact is
proposed to clear vegetation along this waterway.

Preventing land degradation including soil erosion and instability, particularly where slopes

are greater than 20%, land subject to slippage or soil erosion, harsh environments - alpine,

coastal.

e The land slopes down to the watercourse from the northeast at a gradient of no greater
that 10%.

e The current design shows the proposed cable connection crossing Bennetts Creek at a
width of approximately 4-6 meters.

Preventing adverse effects on groundwater quality, saline discharge, recharge area.

e Not applicable, the site does not provide for these functions.

Need to preserve identified landscape values.

e 0.018 hectares of native vegetation will be lost but this is unlikely to contribute to a
significant decline in the landscape values of the surrounding area.
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5. Is native vegetation protected under Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006?
e No

5.4 Determination of Losses to Native Vegetation

Updated digital files of the design plan which highlighted the construction footprint including
proposed cable and access/entry point, was provided by Accent Environmental in July 2026 ‘Gippsland
BESS — Overall Site Plan’ 24/07/2026.

A digital file of the site access off Tramway Road which highlighted the western verge roadside access
into the site, was provided by Accent Environmental in July 2026 ‘Site Access Design — 24/07/2026’.

The construction footprint was overlaid on the DGPS mapped native vegetation layers and using the
GIS program a process of determining native vegetation impacts was carried out using the
methodology described in Section 2.5.

In total 0.018 ha of native vegetation is deemed lost under the current proposal. Habitat zone and
Scattered tree loss determination under the current design are provided in Tables 9 and 10 below, but
exclude vegetation retained within planted windrows (including planted Strzelecki gum). Map 2 to 2d
display the location and extEnt of all remnant native vegetation deemed ]ost.

This cogled document to be made available

Table 9 T kdowp of Native Ve tat/oBIDatch Losse
or the Sole ] urpose féna
1ts consideratipn and review,as :
. . 5 1B Large Clause 52.17 Planning
Native Vegetation Type ﬂxpeaf&qﬁannm@&fﬁi&%) undgg the rels Requirement
Native Patch (Habitat Zone) DiLd{:WE&ng%@ﬂtﬁp"lrmgnt c‘t‘éva c - Offsets Required
Native Patch (Habitat Zone) Diﬂe@?/egﬁéle GOhGIPST NEHEE used prany Offsets Required
Native Patch (Habitat Zone) Direct/EBﬁ?é) Sewmfnmwmgy - Planted — No offsets required
Large Patch Trees - coppyTIgit - - -
TietalRegquiring-CHfsets——0-643-h=

Table 10— Canopy and tree impacts

Tree . DBH Planning
ID Botanical Name Common Name Type Comments .
No. (cm) Requirements
1 Eucalyptus sp. (L:jr;l;r:j(;wn Scattered (planted) 81 Retained N/A
2 Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum Scattered (planted) 98 Retained N/A
3 Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum Scattered (planted) 96 Retained N/A
4 Eucalyptus globulus Blue Gum Scattered (planted) 106 Retained N/A
5 Eucalyptus melliodora | Yellow Box Scattered 68 Retained N/A
6 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Scattered 86 Retained N/A
7 Eucalyptus melliodora | Yellow Box Scattered 55 Retained N/A
8 Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box Scattered 105 Retained N/A
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5.5 Offset requirements- Native Vegetation Removal Report

A clearing shapefile was used to process an NVR report (Appendix 10). The report identified that the
following offset requirements would apply to the proposal, at this preliminary stage:

e The proposal falls under the ‘Intermediate Assessment Pathway’;

e Offset requirements amount to 0.005 General Habitat Units (GHUs) with a minimum strategic
biodiversity score of 0.3124 and no large trees;

e No specific offsets apply; and

e Offsets must be located within the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (CMA)
boundary or within the Latrobe City Council municipality.

Previous Clearing

Confirmation with the proponent has been undertaken to ensure that no other native vegetation has
been approved to be removed or was removed without the required approvals, on the same property
or on a continuous land in the same client ownership in the past 5 years.

Offset Statement

In accordance with the DEECA’s Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation
an offset statement must be provided that shows evidence that an offset that meets the offset
requirements for the native vegetation to be removed has been identified and can be secured.

When the final design is prepared the offset requirements will be purchased through a third-party
offset via an allocated credit register extract from a credit provider. Appendix 11 provides evidence
that sufficient offsets are presently available for the offset requirements that have been calculated at
this preliminary stage.

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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6 Conclusion and Avoidance and Minimisation Recommendations
Study Area- Ecological Values

Flora

The site is largely cleared and dominated by exotic pasture vegetation. Native patches, comprising
mainly native aquatic, semi-aquatic and largely mid-storey trees and shrubs, cover approximately 5%
of the site. Other native vegetation found on the site includes a cluster of scattered canopy trees and
planted Victorian natives.

Approximately 40 large canopy trees were all positively identified as Strzelecki Gum listed as
Vulnerable under the EPBC Act, within the study area, all planted within revegetation windrows.

Fauna
No threatened fauna species were identified during the initial site assessment.
A targeted survey for glossy grass skink and Flinders pygmy perch found the species present within

the study site. Integration of recommendations from the targeted surveys into the design is
recommended. Targeted surveys for swamp skink and dwarf galaxias did not record them within the

project footprint. The likelihood of occurrence assessment found swamp| skink and dwarf galaxias to
be unlikely to be present. |This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
Legislation / Policy Condideratit8§gnsideration and review as

part of a planning process under the
EPBC Act- Matters of NdtioRddrBnngrandiemcirdsSngenty ietnt287.
The document must not be used for any
There are three Matters pf NatjonglofnwitnomentabSigolfiaagce (MNES), that warrant further

consideration through eitTer targeted sur\léXp)G”rigwecies expert addice and significant impact

assessments:

e Strzelecki Gum was recorded on site, under the current proposal all planted individuals are
impacted by the design. A Significant Impact Assessment was completed which determined
that the potential impact to Strzelecki gum from this project is unlikely to be significant.

o Targeted survey for swamp skink and dwarf galaxias determined these species unlikely to be
present on site.

Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act

e No FFG Act protected flora or habitat for FFG Act protected fauna exists on the public road
reserve that interfaces with the site.

e A population of glossy grass skink was found to be present on site. The species habitat should
be protected and enhanced, with proposed works located outside of these areas, including
the accessway and construction footprint. Any refining of the existing design to accommodate
the protection of GGS populations must be in consultation with ecologists that have
experience with this species. A Fauna Conservation Management Plan should be developed
to mitigate impacts, including additional habitat assessments and fauna salvage protocols.
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e Flinders pygmy perch was found to be present on site. The project should retain and maintain
the existing fenced buffer around Bennetts Creek and avoid direct disturbance wherever
practicable. Mitigation and monitoring measures must be included in the projects CEMP, with
emphasis on sediment and erosion control, pollution prevention, and protection of riparian
vegetation.

Native Vegetation Removal

The native vegetation removal report identified an offset figure of 0.005 General Habitat Units (GHUs)
with a minimum strategic biodiversity score of 0.3124 and no large trees requiring removal under the
current design. A planning permit for vegetation removal will be required.
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Glossary

Avoid Avoiding removing any native vegetation when undertaking a use or
development. This can be either by not permitting or not going ahead with
the use or development or locating it elsewhere so that removing native
vegetation is not required.

Biodiversity The variety of all life forms, the different plants, animals and
microorganisms, the genes they contain, and the ecosystems of which they
form a part.

Bioregion Biogeographic areas that capture the patterns of ecological characteristics
in the landscape or seascape, providing a natural framework for
recognizing and responding to biodiversity values.

Bioregional A state-wide classification of the degree of depletion in the extent and/or

Conservation Status
(BCS of an EVC)

quality of an Ecological Conservation Class (EVC) within a bioregion in
comparison to the State’s estimation of its pre-1750 extent and condition.

Canopy Tree

A tree, greater than five meters in height, that is normally found in the
upper layer of a vegetation type. A tree, greater than five meters in height,
that is normally found in the upper layer of a vegetation type.

Diameter at Breast
Height (DBH)

The diameter of the trunk of a tree measured over bark at 1.3m above
ground level.

Ecological Vegetation
Class (EVC)

A[Type of native vegetation classification that is described through a

OPRIDATBR LhS ARG HSnioia 9@ |08ical characteristics, and
tHrough & m‘@g{ﬁg gm%ggetgf[&qtﬁmg envirbnmental attributes. Each
EYC inclydes,a.sallestion of dlopistic,cammunities (i.e. lower level in the
clpssifisatiast thatinhase selelsamarqupieof the same species) that occur
agrosPlaingeagh Bhicirangenendt dltgough |differing in species, have
simil@hbabitanhantd ecodogiosllerasedstsrapeyrating.

EVC Benchmark

Alstandapdyegetathoohgualith refehemes point [relevant to the vegetation

type that is applietPRrigititat hectare assefsments. Represents the
aienag&cha:a.cr.edsﬁm:f_a.manm&andappﬂmtly long-undisturbed state

of the same vegetation type.

General offset

An offset that is required when a proposal to remove native vegetation is
not deemed, by application of the specific-general offset test, to have a
significant impact on habitat for any rare or threatened species.

Habitat Hectares

Combined measure of condition and extent of native vegetation. This
measure is obtained by multiplying the site’s condition score (measured
between 0 and 1) with the area of the site (in hectares).

Habitat Score

The score assigned to a habitat zone that indicates the quality of the
vegetation relative to the Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) benchmark —
sum of the site condition score and landscape context score usually
expressed as a percentage or on a scale of zero to 1.

Habitat Zone

A discrete area of native vegetation consisting of a single vegetation type
(EVC) with an assumed similar quality. This is the base spatial unit for
conducting a habitat hectare assessment.

High Threat Weed

Introduced plant species (including non-indigenous ‘natives’) with the
ability to out-compete and substantially reduce one or more indigenous
life forms in the longer term, assuming on-going current site characteristics
and disturbance regime.

Large Tree (LT)

A tree with a Diameter at Breast Height equal to or greater than the large
tree diameter as specified in the relevant EVC benchmark.
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Loss Loss in the contribution to Victoria’s biodiversity when native vegetation is
fully or partially removed, as measured in biodiversity equivalence scores
or units.

Minimise Locating, designing or managing a use or development to reduce the

impacts on biodiversity from the removal of native vegetation.

Native vegetation

Native vegetation is defined in the Victoria Planning Provisions as ‘plants
that are indigenous to Victoria, including trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses’.

Native vegetation | A site-based measure of how close native vegetation is to its mature

condition natural state, as represented by a benchmark reflecting pre-settlement
circumstances.

No net loss An outcome where a particular gain in the contribution to Victoria’s
biodiversity is equivalent to an associated loss in the contribution to
Victoria’s biodiversity from permitted clearing.

Offset Protection and management (including revegetation) of native vegetation

at a site to generate a gain in the contribution that native vegetation makes
to Victoria’s biodiversity. An offset is used to compensate for the loss to
Victoria’s biodiversity from the removal of native vegetation.

Permitted clearing

Removal of native vegetation for which a planning permit has been
granted to remove native vegetation.

Protection (of a tree)

An area with twice the canopy diameter of the tree(s) fenced and
protected from adverse impacts: grazing, burning and soil disturbance not
permitted, fallen timber retained, weeds controlled, and other
intervention and/or management if necessary to ensure adequate natural
regeneration or planting can occur.

Scattered Trees

An indigenous canopy tree that does not form part of a remnant patch of
native vegetation (see definition of remnant patch of native vegetation).

Small Tree (ST)

A tree with a Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) equal to or greater than 0.25
of the large tree diameter in the relevant EVC benchmark but less than the
DBH for a medium old tree.

Strategic biodiversity
score

A score that quantifies the relative value of a location in the landscape with
regard to its condition, extent, connectivity and the support function it
plays for species.

Understorey The lower layers of vegetation, including the shrub layer, grass layer and
ground layer. The understorey may comprise native and non-native
species.

Vegetation Quality | The Vegetation Quality Assessment (VQA) otherwise known as the habitat

Assessment (VQA) hectare assessment method is the standard approach of assessing

vegetation quality in Victoria. Consistency in the application of the method
by assessors is essential to support the delivery of Victoria's native
vegetation removal regulations.
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Appendices

Appendices commence on the next page.
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Appendix 1: AE1260 Gippsland BESS - Overall Site Plan - BESS site and Terminal Station and Project Layout (24/07/2026)
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Existing features
Canopy trees

Exotic planted vegetation
Planted Blue Gums

Additional large trees

Existing 66 kV transmission line

Existing 220 kV transmission line

||]....

Existing 500 kV transmission line
----- Existing easements
Watercourse

- Avrea of Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Sensitivity
- Retained native vegetation
[y Native vegetation to be removed
HZ3- Permit required for removal
HZ4- Permit required for removal
HZ6- Permit exempt for removal
-Refer to Ecological Assessment for details
Proposed BESS facility
Planning application subject site
© | Gippsland BESS Project Area
©=—0= BESS fence
——= Substation fence
#+ Cattle fence
~— Turning treatment road upgrades
...... cable to
network (2 m width)
¢ Horizontal Directonal Drilling (HDD) pit
Indicative AusNet intended expansion
CATL BESS units

- Power conversion stations
© Substation area

[ Access roads (6 m width)
- Retention pond

[ eSS transformer kiosk
[ Fire water tank

[ Harmonic Filter

[ o&m Facility

[ switchgear and control building
- Transformer

- Warehouse

AE1260 Gippsland BESS

Figure 1:0verall site plan- BESS site and Terminal
Station and project layout

Created: 24/07/2026

Print size: A3 Scale: 1:7500

CRS: GDA2020 / MGA zone 55

Additional data sources: Geosciences Australia (2021),
VicMap (2025), PlanningVictoria (2025), BEE (2026),
Basemap: MetroMap (accessed 24/03/2026)
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Appendix 1a: Site Access Design - 27/07 /2026

:
R% WL Hﬁ# =,

Extent of proposed seal — e
Tie into internal road design =

_ fuepunog Apadolg

v i b S PaitaA
Rural Right-turn Treatment (BAR) - Part 4A Section 7.2.1 Rural Left-turn Treatment (BAL) - Part 44 Section 8.2.1.
1 Design speed of 110km/h. 1 Design speed of 110km/h. Gippsland BESS
2: Nominal lane width of 3.3m. 2: Nominal lane width of 3.5m.
3 Formation/carriageway widening is 3.5m, total width (C) s 7m.  3:  Formation/carriageway widening is 3.0m, total width (C) is 7m. Tramway Road, Hazelwood North
4:  Taper length calculates to 53.5m. 4: Taper length calculates to 45.8m. Site Access Design

5: Minimum length of parallel widened shoulder used from Table 8.1 is 35m. 9
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Appendix 2: Results of VBA 5 kilometre radius search for threatened flora species

Conservation Total
Scientific Name Common Name Status / c otat Last Record
Origin oun
Acacia howittii Sticky Wattle vu # 1 4/03/2009
Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum vu # 2 9/09/2021
Craspedia canens Grey Billy-buttons cr 33 17/10/2023
Dianella amoena Matted Flax-lily EN cr 2 22/12/2004
Eucalyptus globulus subsp. globulus Southern Blue-gum en# 1 3/08/2021
Eucalyptus kitsoniana Bog Gum cr 1 9/09/2021
Eucalyptus strzeleckii Strzelecki Gum VU cr 3 8/06/2023
Eucalyptus yarraensis Yarra Gum cr 2 9/09/2021
Melaleuca armillaris subsp. armillaris Giant Honey-myrtle en# 2 9/09/2021
Key to Conservation Status and Origin
Taxon Origin
Native species that may be considered alien in some circumstances
* Exotic species
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999
VU Listed as Nationally Vulnerable
EN Listed as Nationally Endangered
EX Listed as Nationally Extinct
CR Listed as Nationally Critically Endangered
Victorian FFG Act 1988 Listing (DELWP 2022)
X Presumed Extinct in Victoria
cr Listed as Critically Endangered in Victoria
en Listed as Endangered in Victoria
vu Listed as Vulnerable in Victoria
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Appendix 3: Results of EPBC Act Protected Matters 5 kilometre radius search

; 8 Australian Government

“ Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water

EPBC Act Protected Matters Report

This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other matters

protected by the EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Please see the caveat for interpretation of
information provided here.

Report created: 21-Nov-2024

Summary

Details
Matters of NES
Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act
Extra Information

Caveat

Acknowledgements
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Summary

National Environment Significance o | )
part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may occur in, or may
relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail part of the report, which can be
accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If you are proposing to undertake an activity that may have a
significant impact on one or more matters of national environmental significance then you should consider the

Administrativ idelin n Significance.

World Heritage Properties: None

National Heritage Places: None

Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar 1

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park: None

Commonwealth Marine Area: None
- T E G — ]

Li Thr n ies: 42
Listed Migratory Species: 10

This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the area you nominated.
Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects the environment on Commonwealth land,
when the action is outside the Commonwealth land, or the environment anywhere when the action is taken on
Commonwealth land. Approval may also be required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to
take an action that is likely to have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.

The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the actions taken on
Commonwealth land, and the environment from actions taken by Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a
place are part of the 'environment, these aspects of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a
Commonwealth Heritage place. Information on the new heritage laws can be found at

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage

A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member of a listed threatened
species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, whales and other cetaceans, or a member of
a listed marine species.

Commonwealth Lands: None
Commonwealth Heritage Places: None
) lited Meihe Saeias 0
Whales and Other Cetaceans: None
Critical Habitats: None
Commonwealth Reserves Terrestrial: None
Australian Marine Parks: None
i riti h iv. ine Turtles: None

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have

nd Terri Reserves: None
g 1

Nationally Important Wetlands: None
EPBC A rrals: 14
Key Ecological Features (Marine): None This copied document to be made available
Biologically Important Areas: None for the sole purpose of enabling
Bioregional Assessments: 1 its consideration and review as

logical and Bioregional A ments: None

part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

ADVE RT I S E D purpose which may breach any
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Details

Matters of National Environmental Significance

Ramsar Site Name

Gippsland lakes

Proximity

Buffer Status

50 - 100km upstream In feature area
from Ramsar site

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived from recovery |

plans, State vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened ecological
community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps and point location data are used to
produce indicative distribution maps.

Status of Vulnerable, Disallowed and Ineligible are not MNES under the EPBC Act.

Community Name

Gippsland Red Gum (Eucalyptus

Grassland

Number is the current name ID.

Scientific Name
BIRD

Anthochaera phrygia
Regent Honeyeater [82338]

B iciloptil
Australasian Bittern [1001]

Calidri .
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper [874]

Curlew Sandpiper [856]

Sttus of Conservtion Dependent and Extinct are not MNES under the EPBC Act.
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Threatened Category ~ Presence Text

Critically Endangered ~ Community likely to
occur within area

Threatened Category  Presence Text

Critically Endangered ~ Foraging, feeding or
related behaviour
likely to occur within
area

Endangered Species or species
habitat known to
occur within area

Vulnerable Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

Critically Endangered  Species or species
habitat may occur
within area
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Buffer Status
In feature area

Buffer Status

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area
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Scientific Name Threatened Category  Presence Text Buffer Status
Call | fimbri
Gang-gang Cockatoo [768] Endangered Species or species  In feature area

habitat known to
occur within area

Calyptorhynchus lathami lathami

South-eastern Glossy Black-Cockatoo ~ Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
[67036] habitat may occur
within area

Climacteris picumnus victoriae

Brown Treecreeper (south-eastern) Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
[67062] habitat may occur
within area

Falco hypoleucos

Grey Falcon [929] Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Gallinago hardwickii

Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe [863]  Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Painted Honeyeater [470] Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Hirundapus caudacutus

White-throated Needletail [682] Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat known to
occur within area

Lathamus discolor

Swift Parrot [744] Critically Endangered  Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Melanodryas cucullata cucullata

South-eastern Hooded Robin, Hooded  Endangered Species or species  In feature area

Robin (south-eastern) [67093] habitat may occur
within area

Neophema chrysostoma

Blue-winged Parrot [726] Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Pycnoptilus floccosus

Pilotbird [525] Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area
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Scientific Name
BRostratula australis

Australian Painted Snipe [77037] Endangered

Stagonopleura guttata
Diamond Firetail [59398]

Vulnerable

Tringa nebularia
Common Greenshank, Greenshank
[832]

Endangered

FISH

G . il

Eastern Dwarf Galaxias, Dwarf Galaxias Endangered
[56790]

Prototroctes maraena
Australian Grayling [26179]

Vulnerable

Threatened Category

Presence Text

Species or species
habitat likely to occur
within area

Species or species
habitat likely to occur
within area

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

Species or species
habitat known to
occur within area

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

FROG
— iformi

This copied document to be made available

Southern Bell Frog., Growling Gras es or sgecies
Wa For th¥¥8Rlerpose of enaﬁﬁg

Frog, Green and Golden Frog
Swamp Frog, Golden Bell Frog [182

U lei 2
Martin's Toadlet [1873]

MAMMAL
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t likely o occur
area

area

B I I SE mai at

Spot-tailed Quoll, Spotted-tail Quoll,
Tiger Quoll (southeastern mainland
population) [75184]

Endangered

lsoodon obesulus obesulus
Southern Brown Bandicoot (eastern),
Southern Brown Bandicoot (south-
eastern) [68050]

Mastacomys fuscus mordicus
Broad-toothed Rat (mainland),
Tooarrana [87617]

Endangered

Endangered

P roi volan

Greater Glider (southern and central)
[254]

Endangered

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

Species or species
habitat likely to occur
within area
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Buffer Status

In feature area

In feature area

In buffer area only

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In buffer area only

In feature area

In feature area

In buffer area only

In feature area
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Scientific Name

P i ;
Yellow-bellied Glider (south-eastern)
[87600]

Potorous tridactylus trisulcatus
Long-nosed Potoroo (southern
mainland) [86367]

Pseudomys novaehollandiae
New Holland Mouse, Pookila [96]

Pter li hal
Grey-headed Flying-fox [186]

PLANT
Amphibri fluitan

River Swamp Wallaby-grass, Floating
Swamp Wallaby-grass [19215]

Caladenia tessellata
Thick-lipped Spider-orchid, Daddy Long-
legs [2119]

Dianella amoena
Matted Flax-lily [64886]

Eucal lecki
Strzelecki Gum [55400]

Glycine latrobeana
Clover Glycine, Purple Clover [13910]

Prasophyllum spicatum
Dense Leek-orchid [55146]

Pterostylis chlorogramma
Green-striped Greenhood [56510]
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Threatened Category

Vulnerable

Vulnerable

Vulnerable

Vulnerable

Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Endangered
Vulnerable
Vulnerable
Vulnerable

Vulnerable

PLAN

Presence Text Buffer Status

Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur

within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat may occur

within area

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

In buffer area only

Foraging, feeding or In feature area
related behaviour may

occur within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur

within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur

within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat known to

occur within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat known to

occur within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur

within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat may occur

within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur

within area

ADVERTISED
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Scientific Name

Senecio psilocarpus

Swamp Fireweed, Smooth-fruited
Groundsel [64976]

Thelymitra epipactoides
Metallic Sun-orchid [11896]

Thesium australe
Austral Toadflax, Toadflax [15202]

Xerochrysum palustre

Swamp Everlasting, Swamp Paper

Daisy [76215]

REPTILE
Lissolepis coventryi

Swamp Skink, Eastern Mourning Skink

Threatened Category  Presence Text

Vulnerable Species or species
habitat likely to occur

within area

Endangered Species or species
habitat may occur

within area

Vulnerable Species or species
habitat may occur

within area

Vulnerable Species or species
habitat likely to occur

within area

Endangered Species or species

[84053] habitat likely to occur
withimrarea—
... |This copied document to be made available
Listed Migratory Species for the sole purpose of enabling :
Sclentific Narme its conSIARPARDIrARIPRevielysince Text
Migratory Marine Birds part of a planning process under the
Apus paciicus Planning and Environment A¢t 1987. .
Fork-tailed Swift [678] ecies ‘or splecies
The document must not be use gg{agméw o oceur
purpose which may breachwithiy area
copyright
Migratory Terrestrial SpecieF
Hirundapus caudacutus
White-throated Needletail [682] Vulnerable Species or species

Motacilla flava
Yellow Wagtail [644]

Migratory Wetlands Species

Actitis hypoleucos
Common Sandpiper [59309]

Calidri ;
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper [874]
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habitat known to
occur within area

Species or species
habitat may occur
within area

Species or species
habitat likely to occur
within area

Vulnerable Species or species

habitat may occur
within area
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Buffer Status

In feature area

In buffer area only

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

Buffer Status

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area
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Scientific Name
Calidris 1 ?
Curlew Sandpiper [856]

Calidris melanotos
Pectoral Sandpiper [858]

Threatened Category  Presence Text Buffer Status

Critically Endangered ~ Species or species  In feature area
habitat may occur
within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat may occur

within area

Gallinago hardwickii

Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe [863]  Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Pandion haliaetus

Osprey [952]

Tringa nebulari

Common Greenshank, Greenshank

(832]

Species or species  In buffer area only
habitat likely to occur
within area

Endangered Species or species  In buffer area only
habitat may occur
within area

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act

cientific Name

Threatened Cat Presence Text Buffer Status

Actitis hypoleucos
Common Sandpiper [59309]

: f
Fork-tailed Swift [678]

Biibnibus i Ardea ibi
Cattle Egret [66521]

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper [874]
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Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur

within area overfly

marine area

Species or species  In feature area
habitat may occur

within area overfly

marine area

Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area
habitat may occur
within area
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Scientific Name Threatened Category  Presence Text
Curlew Sandpiper [856] Critically Endangered  Species or species

Calidri |
Pectoral Sandpiper [858]

Gallinago hardwickii
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe [863]  Vulnerable

Haliaeetus leucogaster
White-bellied Sea-Eagle [943]

Hirundapus caudacutus

habitat may occur
within area overfly
marine area

Species or species
habitat may occur

within area overfly
marine area

Species or species
habitat likely to occur
within area overfly
marine area

Species or species
habitat known to
occur within area

White-throated Needletail [ : ecies
habitat knowr to
This copied document to be madeasuhitiiiteqrea

for the sole purpose of enaBlif{ly maring area
I fit] its consideration and review as

Swift Parrot [744] part of plan 'Egcﬁﬁﬂgfeﬁ unggxdhe o sdecies

Rainbow Bee-eater [670]

Planning and Environment A¢tab®48 Tikely {o occur
The document must not be usedfbip aipa oyerfly
purpose which may breach i€ aca

Mo s copyright

Species or sgecies

Monarcha melanopsis
Black-faced Monarch [609]

Motacilla flava
Yellow Wagtail [644]

Myiagra cyanoleuca
Satin Flycatcher [612]

habitat may occur
within area overfly
marine area

Species or species
habitat likely to occur
within area overfly
marine area

Species or species
habitat may occur

within area overfly

marine area

Breeding known to
occur within area
overfly marine area
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Buffer Status

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area

In feature area
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Scientific Name Threatened Category  Presence Text Buffer Status
Neophema chrysostoma
Blue-winged Parrot [726] Vulnerable Species or species  In feature area

habitat likely to occur
within area overfly

marine area

Paindion Hl

Osprey [952] Species or species  In buffer area only
habitat likely to occur
within area

Rhipi rufifron

Rufous Fantail [592] Species or species  In feature area

habitat known to
occur within area
overfly marine area

R i R lal ; |
Australian Painted Snipe [77037] Endangered Species or species  In feature area
habitat likely to occur
within area overfly

marine area
rna stri
White-fronted Tern [799] Migration route may In feature area
occur within area
Ti ;
Common Greenshank, Greenshank Endangered Species or species  In buffer area only
[832] habitat may occur
within area overfly
marine area

Extra Information

Note that all areas with completed RFAs have been included. Please see the associated resource information
for specific caveats and use limitations associated with RFA boundary information.

RFA Name State Buffer Status
Gippsland RFA Victoria In feature area
Title of referral Reference  Referral Outcome Assessment Status Buffer Status
Gippsland Renewable Energy Zone = 2022/09346 Assessment In feature area
Project

Greater Gippsland Offshore Wind 2022/09379 Assessment In feature area
Project
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Title of referral Reference
Hazelwood Mine Rehabilitation 2022/09239
Project

Seadragon Offshore Wind Farm 2022/9163
Controlled action

Star of the South Offshore Wind Farm 2020/8650
Project

Referral Outcome Assessment Status Buffer Status

Controlled Action

Assessment

Completed

Guidelines Issued

In buffer area
only

In feature area

In feature area

Thomson River Mercury Recovery 2010/5734  Controlled Action Completed In buffer area
Project only
Not controlled action : , 7 ,
Improving rabbit biocontrol: releasing 2015/7522  Not Controlled Completed In feature area
another strain of RHDV. sthrn two Action
hirds of A M

2017/8127  Not Controlled Completed In feature area
Telecommunication | Action

2005/2234  Not Controlled Completed In feature area
Facilities at Maryvale Mill Action
Regional Fast Rail Project - Latrobe  2002/654 Not Controlled Completed In buffer area
Yalley Country Works Package Action only

Il | Fiel n 2001/297 Not Controlled Completed In buffer area

Action only

Not controlled action (particular manner)

i land Rail Lin r -
Longwarry East to Traralgon

INDIGO Marine Cable Route Survey

2019/8564  Not Controlled Post-Approval In buffer area
Action (Particular only
Manner)

2017/7996  Not Controlled Post-Approval In feature area

{INDIGO)

Regional Fibre Optic Project (RFOP)  2003/916

SubRegion
Gippsland

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright

ID Ecological Management

Action (Particular
Manner)

Not Controlled Post-Approval In buffer area

Action (Particular only
Manner)
BioRegion Website Buffer Status
Gippsland Basin BA website In feature area
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Caveat
1 PURPOSE

This report is designed to assist in identifying the location of matters of national environmental significance (MNES) and other matters protected by
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) which may be relevant in determining obligations and
requirements under the EPBC Act.
The report contains the mapped locations of:

= World and National Heritage properties;

» Wetlands of International and National Importance;

» Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves:;

- distribution of listed threatened, migratory and marine species;

« listed threatened ecological communities; and

» other information that may be useful as an indicator of potential habitat value.

2 DISCLAIMER

This report is not intended to be exhaustive and should only be relied upon as a general guide as mapped data is not available for all species or
ecological communities listed under the EPBC Act (see below). Persons seeking to use the information contained in this report to inform the referral
of a proposed action under the EPBC Act should consider the limitations noted below and whether additional information is required to determine the
existence and location of MNES and other protected matters.

Where data is available to inform the mapping of protected species, the presence type (e.g. known, likely or may occur) that can be determined from
the data is indicated in general terms. It is the responsibility of any person using or relying on the information in this report to ensure that it is
suitable for the circumstances of any proposed use. The Commonwealth cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any use of the report
or any part thereof. To the maximum extent allowed under governing law, the Commonwealth will not be liable for any loss or damage that may be
occasioned directly or indirectly through the use of, or reliance on the contents of this report.

3 DATA SOURCES

Threatened ecological communities

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are generated based on information contained in recovery plans,
State vegetation maps and remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where threatened ecological community distributions are less well known,
existing vegetation maps and point location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.

Threatened, migratory and marine species

Threatened, migratory and marine species distributions have been discerned through a variety of methods. Where distributions are well known and
if time permits, distributions are inferred from either thematic spatial data (i.e. vegetation, soils, geology, elevation, aspect, terrain, etc.) together with
point locations and described habitat; or modelled (MAXENT or BIOCLIM habitat modelling) using point locations and environmental data layers.

Where little information is available for a species or large number of maps are required in a short time-frame, maps are derived either from 0.04 or
0.02 decimal degree cells: by an automated process using polygon capture techniques (static two kilometre grid cells, alpha-hull and convex hull): or
captured manually or by using topographic features (national park boundaries, islands, efc.).

In the early stages of the distribution mapping process (1999-early 2000s) distributions were defined by degree blocks, 100K or 250K map sheets to
rapidly create distribution maps. More detailed distribution mapping methods are used to update these distributions when time permits.

4 LIMITATIONS

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in this report:
- threatened species listed as extinct or considered vagrants;
» some recently listed species and ecological communities;
+ some listed migratory and listed marine species, which are not listed as threatened species; and
» migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in Australia in small numbers.

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the species:
« listed migratory and/or listed marine seabirds, which are not listed as threatened,
have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites; and
« seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent
The breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine environment.
Refer to the metadata for the feature group (using the Resource Information link) for the currency of the information.
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Please feel free to provide feedback via the Contact us page.
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Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
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Appendix 4: Summary of the assessment of likelihood of presence for threatened flora species

. Likelih
Taxon Common Taxon | Conservation | Count of Date of . Database L Gllicer
Taxon Name . . s Preferred Habitat Notes of Comments
Name Origin Status Sightings | Last Record Source
occurrence
Wetlands of National Importance
Gippsland Lakes 50-100km upstream from Ramsar site PMST Not present on site
Listed Threatened Ecological Communities
Gippsland Red Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis
subsp. mediana) Grassy Woodland and CR PMST Community not present on site
Associated Native Grassland
Flora e made availa
f v h | In it natural hat bltataj? plant is restmcted to
-Ol‘ the S-O £ wa{?éﬁo‘i’ E‘rgGlppslan Hills ,
Acacia howittii Sticky Wattle # vu 1tasoemmuiera¢w&mmih‘revw%asVauey in Victoria. VBA Unlikely Site is outside of species natural range.
part of a plapriitRepicdessyambehegvthe widefrange of
Plhnni nd Envi m“mﬁglhﬁ NG g4
. atural man-made water-bogies, . :
amphisromus fatans | er wam w Thd document myst g e AR R A ore | st | tow | AP of sufabe habtt present o
v purpose which may thneanh:mwzozm.
IS b eonfined to eastern Victdria from
Caladenia tessellata Th|ck—I|ppef:| VU Pear—coastal P,\,eith.y wJoodIaJnds t,o open PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat on site
Spider-orchid forests-orrwel-drained-sandy-seils (RBG
2024)
. Only known in Victoria from the Mottle . o . .
Il # 2021 VBA likel f | .
Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum vu 9/09/20 Range, south of Buchan (RBG 2024a) Unlikely Site is outside of species natural range
Grev Billy- Known in Victoria only from grassland (often There is no suitable habitat in the form of
Craspedia canens bu\t/tonsy cr 4 17/10/2023 bordering swamps) at low altitude between VBA Low damp remnant grassland found on site.
Cranbourne and Traralgon (RBG 2024b). Not observed on site during assessment
Grasslan.d and grassy woodland hat.utats, on No remnant grassland patches exist,
well drained to seasonally wet fertile sandy PMST / species not observed along fence lines or
Dianella amoena Matted Flax-lily EN cr 2 22/12/2004 loams to heavy cracking clay soils derived Low P g
[ . . VBA under planted trees excluded from
from Silurian or Tertiary sediments, or from razin
volcanic geology (DCCEEW 2024a). g &
Erigeron conyzoides Daisy Fleabane en 3/09/2019 Confined to rocky alpine sites in Victoria (RBG VBA Unlikely No suitable habitat on site

2024c¢)
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Taxon Name

Taxon Common
Name

Taxon
Origin

Conservation
Status

Count of
Sightings

Date of
Last Record

Preferred Habitat Notes

Database
Source

Likelihood
of
occurrence

Comments

Eucalyptus globulus subsp.
globulus

Southern Blue-
gum

en

3/08/2021

Tall, open forest on a wide range of soils
(RBG 2024d).

VBA

Unlikely

Site is outside of species natural range.

Eucalyptus kitsoniana

Bog Gum

cr

9/09/2021

Victorian endemic. Occurring on coastal
lowlands from Yarram west to Cape Otway
and Mt. Richmond near Portland. It also
occurs on top of Mt. Oberon (Wilsons
Promontory) and on nearby Snake Is. (RBG
2024e)

VBA

Unlikely

No suitable habitat on site

Eucalyptus strzeleckii

Strzelecki Gum

VU cr

Eucalyptus strzeleckii is a large forest tree
component of Herb-rich Foothill Forest and
Gippsland Plains Grassy Woodland Ecological

Vegetation Classes (John Davies, DPI, pers.

82

Eucalyptus yarraensis

Yarra Gum

cr

This topied docy

I"plEIw(jy/gogpd

The

8/06/2023

for the sol
its considg

document]

comm) of the Strzelecki Ranges. It aldo occurs
fla rterrain at the e fithe
imen (T FIRAE anaHDIE Lay
C nurpeseoe &Jhablbﬂ\gatercour es or on
rratioiven fidls wheievpily gre seasorjally

PMST /
VBA

Present

Species was recorded on site. Planted
specimens within windrows and
regeneration plots- approximately 40
trees

mma%-gﬁ’éiéﬁi%%ﬁwéom :
ﬁ lay soils on |veri§|§ d flodd plains,

St repistant.

mummnhbepme&fmé {OYR 2024).

VBA

Unlikely

Areas that once may have supported
species are now cleared grazing land. Not
observed on site during assessment

Glycine latrobeana

Clover Glycine

vu

purpose w

hi’ghiﬂaﬂ}am%hvmyland habifats, less
¢ §,f agsgtgryforests and only rargly in
ﬂg hl opulations occur from dea level

il types

toc 1200 m altitude on a range of

including alluvial soils, and those derived
from sandstones, mudstones, granite and
basalt. Soils are usually clay, but may also
have high loam content (DCCEEW 2024c).

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat on site

Melaleuca armillaris subsp.

armillaris

Giant Honey-
myrtle

en

9/09/2021

Mainly confined to near-coastal sandy
heaths, scrubs slightly raised above
saltmarsh, riparian scrubs, rocky coastlines
and foothill outcrops eastwards from about
Marlo. Occurrences to the west are
naturalized from cultivated stock. (RBG
2024f)

VBA

Unlikely

Site is outside of species natural range.
Commonly used in amenity plantings.

Prasophyllum spicatum

Dense Leek-
orchid

VU

Grows in coastal heath and sandhills.
Localised across southern Victoria in coastal
heathland and near-coastal heathy forest on

sandy soils (RBG 2024g)

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat on site
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Taxon Common Taxon | Conservation | Count of Date of . Database ALEliere
Taxon Name . L Preferred Habitat Notes of Comments
Name Origin Status Sightings | Last Record Source
occurrence
. Green-striped Grows in moist areas of heathy and shrubby . . . .
Pterostylis chlorogramma Greenhood vu forest on well-drained soils (RBG 2024h) PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat on site
Occurs on high quality herb-rich wetlands on
plains. During winter such sites can be
Swam inundated with up to 60cm or more of water
Senecio psilocarpus K P VU but are almost dry in summer. A tree canopy PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat on site
Fireweed . . .
is absent from most sites or rarley, River Red
Gum is the overstory species in a woodland
formation. (DCCEEW 2024d)
Primarily in mesic coastal heathlands,
Thelymitra epipactoides Mezarlcllr:ijun— EN gras:sllandlslandIvslloocl:ilands, bIUt also w;;iner PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat on site
irferre-reatitancds;operrforests
woodlands. (DCCEEW 2024e
This topied dochimentattobflaniackemapzaakaibba froots of
for the solg p ﬁi;ﬁ%@f ePEAt KN gtab'y Kapgaroo
it nsiderat %}Ba emeda triandra). It occdrs in
Thesium australe Austral Toadflax vuU 1ts considera 19 1 arqgr%%ga?ésand subalpine PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat on site
nning RE06RES wRlexdher altitfdes. It
E;qmmwm&@tal%ﬁ or wdodland,
By 20 24f)
., Swamp Everlasti rows in‘wetlhnds
Xerochrysum palustre Swamp VU purpose WhICh E Evi s and shallow PMST Low Aspects of suitable habitat present. Not
4 P Everlasting Cin#Iﬂghzt marshes, often on heavly black observed on site during assessment
clay soils. (DCCEEW 2024g)
References PLAN
SPECIES TAG Title Detail
Acacia howittii ANBG 2024 Acacia Howittii http://www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/gnpl0/acacia-howittii.html
. . Amnphibromus fluitans- River http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/19215-
Amphibromus fluitans DCCEEW 2024 P p:// . . 3 / v/ /sp /pubs/
Swamp Wallaby-grass conservation-advice.pdf
Caladenia tessellata RBG 2024 Thick-lipped Spider-orchid https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/bca2495d-3325-4c1b-b2c3-782566fb6bce
Corymbia maculata RBG 2024a Spotted Gum https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/a80bb5c8-e18f-4db0-b36e-36344cc3ffb5
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SPECIES TAG Title Detail
Craspedia canens RBG 2024b Craspedia canens http://data.rbg.vic.gov.au/vicflora/flora/taxon/5f491eed-c364-4a50-81c2-6e714fe74198
Dianella amoena DCCEEW 2024a National RecgverY Plan for the Oberon Carter

Matted Flax-lily Dianella amoena
Erigeron conyzoides RBG 2024c Daisy Fleabane https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/eaeba0a9-78d2-417c-a5cd-eb21589372ea
Eucalyptus . . .
globulus subsp. Globulus RBG 2024d Eucalyptus globulus subsp. globulus http://data.rbg.vic.gov.au/vicflora/flora/taxon/31b2d5b0-23f9-47a6-bb36-0a7bab28e659
Eucalyptus kitsoniana RBG 2024e Bog Gum https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/e9aa87a9-41f4-4287-8404-0befbe488a73
Eucalyptus strzeleckii DCCEEW 2024b National Becovery Plan for the . Oberon Carter

Strzelecki Gum Eucalyptus strzeleckii
Eucalvotus varraensis SoYR 2024 Eucalvotus varraensis http://fe.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Residents/Trees_Vegetation/Yarra_Ranges_Plant_Directory

yprus y YPIUsy /Yarra_Ranges_Local_Plant_Directory/Upper_Storey/Trees_5m/Eucalyptus_yarraensis

Glycine latrobeana DCCEEW 2024c Natu.:mal Rec.overy Plan for the Clover Oberon Carter and Geoff Sutter

Glycine Glycine latrobeana
2/,’:’:%2[:’;0 armillaris subsp. RBG 2024f Giant Honey-myrtle https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/aee04d1d-f4a0-4714-9ece-08e5b6401e33
Prasophyllum spicatum RBG 2024g Dense Leek-orchid https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/85788803-5305-482d-8092-0c8da8f9f89b
Pterostylis chlorogramma RBG 2024h Green-striped Greenhood https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/c78519e2-4099-4eb7-8007-35dde25e13e6
Senecio psilocarpus DCCEEW 2024d swamp Fireweed http://W\A{w.enV|r'onment.gov.au/b|od|vers|ty/threatened/specnes/pubs/64976-

conservation-advice.pdf
RECOVERY PLAN FOR TWENTY-FIVE
. . . THREATENED ORCHID TAXA OF . .

Thelymitra epipactoides DCCEEW 2024e VICTORIA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND Fiona Coates , Jeff Jeanes2 and Andrew Pritchard3

NEW SOUTH WALES 2003 - 2007
Thesium Toadflax DCCEEW 2024f | Austral Toadflax http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=15202
Xerochrysum palustre DCCEEW 2024g Swamp Everlasting https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=76215
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Key to Likely Occurrence

Likelihood | Comments

Present Species has been confirmed as present on site during field work
Suitable habitat present on site

Likely to be a resident population/s in the local area*

High
& Previously recorded on site
Numerous records within the local area within the past 5 years
Aspects of habitat present but may be modified
Species may be resident in the local area or it forms part of the species' range
Moderate b Y P P &

May seasonally or opportunistically use resources within the local area
Less than 10 year old records within local area

Limited aspects of habitat present or habitat highly modified

Low Species may occur rarely or as an opportunistic visitor in the area

Few records within the local area within the past 25 years

No suitable habitat present

Site is located outside of species natural range

Considered locally extinct

No records of the species within the local area in the last 25 years

Unlikely

* Local area = within a 5km range of the site.

Conservation Status Key

Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999
VU | Listed as Nationally Vulnerable
EN | Listed as Nationally Endangered
EX | Listed as Nationally Extinct
CR | Listed as Nationally Critically Endangered
Victorian FFG Act 1988 Listing (DEECA 2024)
X Presumed Extinct in Victoria
cr | Listed as Critically Endangered in Victoria
en | Listed as Endangered in Victoria
vu | Listed as Vulnerable in Victoria

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as ADV E RT | S E D

part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. P LAN
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Appendix 5: Results of VBA 5 kilometre radius search for fauna species

Conservation

Scientific Name Common Name Status / g::ilt Last Record
Origin
Ardea alba modesta Eastern Great Egret vu 3 22/06/2019
Ardea intermedia plumifera Plumed Egret cr 4 18/03/2018
Biziura lobata Musk Duck vu 3 1/03/1979
Calidris acuminata Sharp-tailed Sandpiper VU 1 1/12/1978
Callocephalon fimbriatum Gang-gang Cockatoo EN en 17 18/04/2000
Egretta garzetta Little Egret en 5 17/09/2018
Gallinago hardwickii Latham's Snipe VU 1/09/1980
Haliaeetus leucogaster White-bellied Sea-Eagle en 1/09/2020
Hieraaetus morphnoides Little Eagle vu 4 1/03/1981
Hirundapus caudacutus White-throated Needletail VU vu 13 2/03/1981
Hydroprogne caspia Caspian Tern vu 3 3/12/2017
Lewinia pectoralis Lewin's Rail vu 1 22/12/2010
Nannoperca sp. 1 Flinders Pygmy Perch vu 6 30/01/2023
Neophema chrysostoma Blue-winged Parrot VU 5 1/03/1980
Ninox strenua Pqwerful Owl vu 1 11/07/1981
Oxyura australis Blli&Ibitled pietk document tg be madewavailable| 8 1/06/1979
Petauroides volans squthern e ilggrurpose of epphling 1 6/09/1915
Pseudemoia rawlinsoni Glpssy Grdls gﬁmﬁldera‘tlon 4nd revieghas . 1 29/11/1992
Spatula rhynchotis Adstra mnmg. pIotess un\&ler e 3 13/06/1987
Fhannmeand-EavirehmentAet1 987
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
Conservatigpydibhtus Key
Origin
* | Exotic species
# | Native but some stands may be alien
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999
VU | Listed as Nationally Vulnerable
EN | Listed as Nationally Endangered
EX | Listed as Nationally Extinct
CR | Listed as Nationally Critically Endangered
Victorian FFG Act 1988 Listing (DEECA 2024)
X | Presumed Extinct in Victoria
cr | Listed as Critically Endangered in Victoria
en | Listed as Endangered in Victoria
vu | Listed as Vulnerable in Victoria
cd | Conservation Dependant in Victoria
ADVERTISED
PLAN
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Appendix 6: Summary of the assessment of likelihood of presence for threatened fauna species.

Scientific Name

Common Name

Conservation
Status

EPBC Act
Listed
Migratory
or Marine
Species

Treaty

Count of
Sightings

Date of
Last Record

Preferred Habitat Notes

Database
Source

Likelihood
of
occurrence

Comments

Birds

Actitis
hypoleucos

Common Sandpiper

CAMBA
JAMBA
ROKAMBA

_BONN

Found in coastal or inland wetlands,
both saline or fresh. It is found mainly
on muddy edges or rocky shores (Day

and Simpspn 2010).

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

Anthochaera
phrygia

Regent Honeyeater

CR

This copied document to be
far the sole purpose of
its consideration and
part of a planning proce

Occur mainly in dry pox ironbark open-
e axarbabila g areas. feeding on
feﬂubHEg from eugalypts such as the
I‘CMW L‘r&wbark, White Box and YeII.ow

Box, gnd Blakeley's Red Gum on which
5S “91419'3 liant (DCCEEW 2024).

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

Apus pacificus

Fork-tailed Swift

The do

ing and [Environmé

cument

purpose which may b1

must not bg

copyright

nt el h9&HY occur|over dry or open
b ulg,éda[@,p’rahying iparian woodland

-tree swamps, low scrub
e cﬁn%ﬁ 2 2
%\eath antd or saltmarsh. They are also

found at treelesp grassland and
sandplains covered With spinifex, open

farmland and inland and coastal sand-
dunes (DCCEEW 2024a)

PMST

Unlikely

Largely aerial species, may
occasionally fly over site

Ardea alba

Great Egret

vu

22/06/2019

The Eastern Great Egret has been
reported in a wide range of wetland
habitats (for example inland and
coastal, freshwater and saline,
permanent and ephemeral, open and
vegetated, large and small, natural and
artificial (DCCEEW 2024b)

VBA

Low

Site is not optimal habitat.
Possible occasional visitor.

Ardea ibis

Cattle Egret

occurs in tropical and temperate
grasslands, wooded lands and
terrestrial wetlands. It has occasionally
been seen in arid and semi-arid regions
however this is extremely rare. High

numbers have been observed in moist,

PMST

Low

Site is not optimal habitat.
Possible occasional visitor.
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EPBC Act
. Listed Likelihood
Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Migratory Treaty C.oun.t = el Preferred Habitat Notes Database of Comments
Status N Sightings | Last Record Source
or Marine occurrence
Species
low-lying poorly drained pastures with
an abundance of high grass; it avoids
low grass pastures. (DCCEEW 2024c)
They inhabit mudflats, saltworks and . . .
intl:;gveeilia Intermediate Egret cr 18/03/2018 shallow margins of tidal estuaries and VBA Low ISDI;:inZITeoct)cothsIg:Lr\?il:iltzt-
inland rivers and lakes (DEECA 2024). :
Biziura lobata Musk Duck vu 1/03/1979 Founld n deeplflresfjwaFer !agoons, with VBA Low Site is not optimal habitat.
derseTeededy (Birdlife 2024). . . ..
Possible occasional visitor.
This copied document to be[madgayaiablededs, and other
far the sole{purpose of evegdihiivg in waterfsuch as cumbungi,
B.ot.‘aun‘ls Australasian Bittern EN its considetation and reviépw\%and sedgps. The nestis a PMST Low Site |.s not opnrnal ha.b.ltat.
poiciloptilus { of | . shallow strycture ofdry or green reeds, Possible occasional visitor.
par 0 ap annlng process HM#’S p of rkeds in water or a
Planping and Environment Act 1985 (sa-4108 2024).
The document must not b¢ erséelsfordsnadeed of shallow fresh or
ptirpose which may bl*eg{’éff'ﬁi‘ixfetlands, ith inundated or
cop r'ght emergent sedges, grass, saltmarsh or
Calidris Sharp-tailed other low vegetatjon. This includes PMST / . No suitable habitat
. R vu 4 1/03/1979 lagoons, swamps, lakes and pools near Unlikely .
acuminata Sandpiper VBA present on site
the coast, and dams, waterholes, soaks,
bore drains and bore swamps, saltpans
and hypersaline salt lakes inland.
(DCCEEW 2024d)
intertidal mudflats of estuaries,
CO/IdF.IS Curlew Sandpiper R v lagoons, mangroves, as well as beaches, PMST Unlikely No suitable hapltat
ferrunginea rocky shores and around lakes, dams present on site
and floodwaters (Birdlife 2024a)
Found in coastal or near coastal habitat
but occasionally found further inland.
Calidris BONN It prefers wetlands that have open
Pectoral Sandpiper v JAMBA . p P PMST Unlikely Aspects of habitat present.
melanotos ROKAMBA fringing mudflats and low, emergent or

fringing vegetation, such as grass or
samphire (DCCEEW 2024e)
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EPBC Act
. Listed Likelihood
Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Migratory Treaty C.oun.t = el Preferred Habitat Notes Database of Comments
Status N Sightings | Last Record Source
or Marine occurrence
Species
G?ng—gang Cockatoos primarily occur Limited overstorey
within the temperate eucalypt forests . e
Callocephalon and woodlands of mainland south-east PMST / veget.atlon fqund within
fimbriatum Gang-gang Cockatoo EN en 18/04/2000 Australia (Menkhorst et al. 2017). The VBA Low the site. Unlikely to be
L - X more than a very
species is an altitudinal migrant. occasional visitor
(DCCEEW 2024f) )
Highly dependent on the distribution of
Allocasuarina species and is found in
Calvotorhvnchu woodland dominated by Allocasuarina
yetory . Glossy Black and-in-open-forests where it forms a . No suitable habitat
s lathami VU ) . . PMST Unlikely .
lathami Cockatoo substantial middle layer. Often confined present on site
This copied document to be|ma&R SRAFITIRsuarina patches
fdr th 1 f surr%rded by cleargd farmlands (AoLA
gr the sole purpose o1 enabling 2024).
165 consideration and FevVigYKAS the drierfopen forests and
par of a planning process uedéierdaef the |nland slopes and
Planning and Environment ARgiP1Y4re Great Dividing Range.
The d t ¢ t be Sta\{irin the same afea all year round.

. . € cumen [I-luS not be uge JQHARNY o, mportant habitat . i
CI’.maCte”S Brown Treecreeper VU purpose which may breamlpanyt for foraging; also recorded, PMST Unlikely No suitable ha_b'tat
picumnus copyright though less commnonly, in similar present on site

woodland habitafs on the coastal
ranges-acptains{Day and Simpson
2010).
Frequents tidal mudflats, saltwater and . .
ii;zl:; Little Egret en 2 17/09/2018 freshwater wetlands, and mangroves VBA Unlikely No ::slzanbtlz:iili:at
g (Day and Simpson 2010). P
Found in shrubland, grassland and
wooded watercourses of arid and semi-
Falco arid regions, although it is occasionally Unlikely to be more than a
Grey Falcon VU found in open woodlands near the PMST Unlikely very occasional visitor to
hypoleucos

coast. Also occurs near wetlands where
surface water attracts prey (NSW- OoEH
2024).

site.
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Scientific Name Common Name

Conservation
Status

EPBC Act
Listed
Migratory
or Marine
Species

Count of

Treaty Sightings

Date of
Last Record

Preferred Habitat Notes

Database
Source

Likelihood
of
occurrence

Comments

Gallinago

hardwickii Latham's Snipe

VU

CAMBA
JAMBA
ROKAMBA
BONN

1/09/1980

Found in small groups or singly in
freshwater wetlands on or near the
coast, generally among dense cover.

They are found in any vegetation
around wetlands, in sedges, grasses,
lignum, reeds and rushes and also in

saltmarsh and creek edges on
migration. They also use crops and

pasture (Day and Simpson 2010).

PMST /
VBA

Low

Site is not optimal habitat.
Possible occasional visitor.

Grantiella picta Painted Honeyeater

VU

Cound.in nln,; eren forests and

fgr the sol¢

part of a plan

Planning and
The drrcumnf

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle

Haliaeetus
leucogaster

en

CAMBA 2

This copied document to be

its consideration and

purpose which may b1

purpose of

copagahs

mdﬂ‘é‘ FhHsiapie

e o&j.rlvers on plajins with scattered

re‘ﬂﬁ“aﬂ@n It has
ning process unehess thegard
Environment A"é’tci‘g’gefre avgilable (Day and

‘ea\lkhvaiﬂg‘ways an

woodlands, and is gtrongly associated
ay also be found

nd with remnant
en seen in urban
s where large

on farml

2010).

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

a tree, or soaring
adjacent land. The
nest can be located |n a tree up to 30m
above the ground| but may also be
ptaced-onrtiregrourld or on rocks (Day

and Simpson 2010).

PMST /
VBA

Low

Unlikely to be more than a
very occasional visitor to
site.

Unlikely to be more than a

Hieraatus

morphnoides Little Eagle

vu

1/03/1981

Found in most open forest, woodland
and scrub types and open agricultural
country (Day and Simpson 2010)

VBA

Low

very occasional visitor to
site.

White-throated
Needletail

Hirundapus
caudacutus

VU vu

CAMBA
JAMBA
ROKAMBA

2/03/1981

In Australia, the White-throated
Needletail is almost exclusively aerial,
from heights of less than 1 m up to
more than 1000 m above the
ground. (DCCEEW 2024g).

PMST /
VBA

Unlikely

Largely aerial species, may
occasionally fly over site

Hydroprogne

. Caspian Tern
caspia

vu

CAMBA
JAMBA

3/12/2017

Usually found near the coast, in
extensive wetlands, on coastal and
interior beaches and sheltered
estuaries. Lives equally well in fresh
water and saline environments (Day
and Simpson 2010).

VBA

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site
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EPBC Act
. Listed Likelihood
Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Migratory Treaty C.oun.t = el Preferred Habitat Notes Database of Comments
Status N Sightings | Last Record Source
or Marine occurrence
Species
Found in dry sclerophyll forests and ve LeIzI:;IttiiCrlm ?ZE:;?;ELM
Lathamus . woodlands, suburban parks and & . .
. Swift Parrot CR v . . PMST Low the site. Unlikely to be
discolor gardens and flowering fruit trees (Day more than a very
and Simpson 2010). occasional visitor.
Lewin’s Rails inhabit permanent to
ephemeral, fresh to
Lewinia saline wetlands that have dense No suitable habitat
pectoralis ewin's Rai vu emergent or fringing nlikely .
li: Lewin's Rail 1 22/12/2010 fringi VBA Unlikel resent on site
pectoralis vegetation—Fhey-also use artificial P
habitats with similar
This copied document to be! Eep (SA-DEH 2024).
fdr the solel purpose of nH rTf range 10 hg. Found in lightly
N ! P . P eungg%rel&g/oodland mainly dominated
its consideration and FEVAEIWadl& and/or elicalypts. Requires
Melanodryas Hooded Robin EN part of a p]anning process underalithdiverse|habitats featuring PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat
cucullata PlanEing and Environmenf“ﬁ&fef%w.”dts' 3 plmgsl, somefsmall present on site
ubs and a gfound layer o
The document [I-IUSt not be¢ 'Fé&‘ﬂi%\”y%%ati e grasses (Day and
purpose which may breach any simpsor| 2010).
copyright Occurs mainly in ppen forests and
woodlands, shrublahds, and in various No suitable habitat
Merops ornatus Rainbow Bee-eater v TANBA dea'red'mm‘vj'- leared habitats, PMST Unlikely resent on site
including farmland and areas of human P
habitation (DCCEEW 2024h).
Mainly occurs in rainforest ecosystems,
including semi-deciduous vine-thickets,
Monarcha Black-faced complex notophyll vine-forest, trqplcal . No suitable habitat
X v (mesophyll) rainforest, subtropical PMST Unlikely .
melanopsis Monarch . present on site
(notophyll) rainforest, mesophyll
(broadleaf) thicket/shrubland, warm
temperate rainforest (DCCEEW 2024i)
Occurs in mainly salt works, paddocks, Unlikely to be more than a
Motacilla flava Yellow Wagtail v marshes, grassy wetlands (Day and PMST Unlikely very occasional visitor to
Simpson 2010) site.
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Scientific Name

Common Name

Conservation
Status

EPBC Act
Listed
Migratory
or Marine
Species

Treaty

Count of
Sightings

Date of
Last Record

Preferred Habitat Notes

Database
Source

Likelihood
of
occurrence

Comments

Myiagra
cyanoleuca

Satin Flycatcher

Occurs mainly in wetter, denser forests
often at high elevations (Day and
Simpson 2010)

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

Neophema
chrysostoma

Blue-winged Parrot

VU

Blue-winged parrots inhabit a range of
habitats from coastal, sub-coastal and
inland areas, through to semi-arid
zones. The species can also be seen in
altered environments such as airfields,

Ninox strenua

Powerful Owl

vu

The d

This copied document to be
far the sole
its conside

1/03/1980

purpose of

golf-courses and paddocks. Pairs or
small parties of blde-winged parrots
r on the ground for

enabﬁnga wide rahge of native and

ration and re%gwhﬁgd grasses| herbs and shrubs

1. (DEECA{2024)

PMST /
VBA

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

partofaplan
PlanEing and

cument

purpose which may b1

TS PToLy

must not be¢

CappTiLse

reaclt'ail

4
s Al e 014001450 ha,

EnvironmentAet %%gn foredts and woodlands,

usedllf(;lalang}shel ered gullies in wet
a})Nith dende understoreys,

especially along watercourses. Will
sometimes be found in open areas near
forests such as farmland, parks and

suburban areas, as well as in remnant
bushland patches. Needs old growth
trees to nest (Day and Simpson 2010).

VBA

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

Oxyura australis

Blue-billed Duck

vu

Found mainly in deep freshwater
marshes with dense vegetation. More
open water in non-breeding season
(Day and Simpson 2010)

VBA

Low

Site is not optimal habitat.
Possible occasional visitor.

Pandion
haliaetus

Osprey

1/06/1979

Mainly occurs in mangroves, rivers and
estuaries, inshore seas, coastal islands
(Day and Simpson 2010)

PMST /
VBA

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site

Pycnoptilus
floccosus

Pilot Bird

VU

Pilotbirds are strictly terrestrial, living
on the ground in dense forests with
heavy undergrowth (Higgins & Peter

2002). Largely sedentary, they are
typically seen hopping briskly over the

PMST

Unlikely

No suitable habitat
present on site
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EPBC Act
. Listed Likelihood
Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Migratory Treaty C.oun.t = el Preferred Habitat Notes Database of Comments
Status N Sightings | Last Record Source
or Marine occurrence
Species
forest floor and foraging on damp
ground or among leaf-litter (DCCEEW
2024j)
Mainly inhabits wet sclerophyll forests,

. often in gullies dominated by eucalypts, . .
Rh/gldura Rufous Fantail v BONN usually with a dense shrubby PMST Unlikely No suitable ha.bltat
rufifrons . . present on site

understorey often including ferns.
(DCCEEW 2024k)
Tnhabits infand anpl coastal shallow
. . freshwater wetlands, occuring in both
This CO])led document to be masieraémllab.le anent wetlands, .
Rostratula Australian Painted far th 1 f enadstiipsarly wherle there is grass Unlikely to be more than a
australis Snie EN v CAMBA -Ol‘ € S-O € pu‘rpose o en- widuals have been spotted in. PMST Unlikely very occasional visitor to
P its considefation and rev1é§?7'.é P site.
. a glflua ams, sewage ponds and
part of a planning process uggey; grasplands (DCCEEW
Planning and [Environment Act 1987, 2024).
The document ust not bé udkkNfs piareands, preferring large
lirnose which mav breac urgldisturbed heavily vegetated
pprp . y ?reg}\walwr swamps| It is also found on
Spatula Australasian copyright open waters and ocgasionally along the Unlikely to be more than a
P . vu 6 13/06/1987 coast. Nests are built on the ground in VBA Unlikely very occasional visitor to
rhynchotis Shoveler = . )
dense vegetation, sometimes on a site.
stump or hollow of a tree that is
standing in water (Day and Simpson
2010).
Found in open grassy woodland,.heath Unlikely to be more than
Stagonopleura . . . and farmland or grassland with . ) L
Diamond Firetail VU X PMST Unlikely very occasional visitor to
guttata scattered trees (Day and Simpson .
site.
2010).
The Common Greenshank is found in a
CAMBA wide variety of |n|anq wetlands a.nd
. sheltered coastal habitats of varying . .
Tringa Common JAMBA - . . No suitable habitat
. EN 4 salinity. It occurs in sheltered coastal PMST Unlikely .
nebularia Greenshank ROKAMBA . . . present on site
habitats, typically with large mudflats
BONN
and saltmarsh, mangroves or seagrass.
(DCCEEW 2024m)
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EPBC Act
. Listed Likelihood
Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Migratory Treaty C.oun.t = el Preferred Habitat Notes Database of Comments
Status N Sightings | Last Record Source
or Marine occurrence
Species
Amphibians and Reptiles
The Swamp Skink is widely distributed
. . . Targeted surveys
across southern Victoria. It is most S
Lissolepis commonly found in swampy habitats undertaken by Wildlife and
P . Swamp Skink EN en Y Py PMST Unlikely Ecology did not record the
coventryi near the coast, but has also been species as being present
recorded from the Grampians. (MV P on siteg P
2024) )
Need still or slow moving water with Aspects of habitat
Litoria ) emergent vegetation around the edges present. No records in the
raniformis Growling Grass Frog VUwu and mats of floating and submerged PMST Low local area in the past 25
—_— . 13 planfs (DEEA 2024a). years.
ument tobe -
TS topred-dot f $d vegetation, usually
far the sole purpose of enpbliB@ater. Als¢ found where dry Targeted surveys
etene | ook | o s considel jagng [ o s et |y, | prse | enirlen o e v
part of a planning process (NEder PRa Ing. > o8y )
. > ense v§ tion gdnd in rotting logs species present on site
Plan|[11ng and [Environment Act 1 %{ rksTab 2024).
The document must not b¢ useshkoatamyet hbs been recorded
plirpose which may bre‘mdaﬁyrest, woadlands, shrublands,
Uperoleia copvrisht grasslands and disfurbed areas. It is Site is not optimal habitat.
riartini Martin's Toadlet EN pyrig usually found near|still water (Anstis PMST Low No records in the local
2002), but can the found in dry area in the past 25 years.
depressions that later flood (DEECA
2024b)
Mammals
Home range 100 to 200 ha. Trees with
Dasyurus hollows, hollow logs on the ground No suitable habitat
maculatus Spot-tailed Quoll EN / ) PMST Unlikely .
maculatus rocky outcrops, caves or rock crevices present on site
(Menkhorst, Knight 2010).
Home range 1 to 6 ha. Eucalypt
Isoodon woodlands and forests that have a
B . ;
obesulus SouBt:s;?co;c;wn EN dense shrubby understorey. Bandicoots PMST Unlikely No ::slteanbtli:zii:at
obesulus often inhabit blackberry thickets P
(Menkhorst, Knight 2010).
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EPBC Act
Listed Likelihood

L Conservation . Count of Date of 5 Database
Scientific Name Common Name ! Migratory Treaty L. Preferred Habitat Notes of Comments
Sightings | Last Record Source occurrence

Status .
or Marine
Species

Occur in a wide range of environments
Broad-toothed Rat EN from alpine herbfields to coasta.ul PMST Unlikely No suitable ha?oltat
tussock grassland (Menkhorst, Knight present on site

2010)

Mastacomys
fuscus mordicus

They feed in both slow-moving and
rapid (riffle) parts of streams, but show
preference to coarser bottom
substrates, particularly cobbles and
gravel. When not foraging, the Platypus
pends-mest-efthe-time in its burrow in
the bank of the rivey, creek or a pond. Site is not optimal habitat.

This copied dOCllmen&m)he mad@iwaﬂ&ﬂiﬂ@ iduals use rocky VBA Low Possible occasional visitor

Pl
s anatinus atypus vu fdr th 1 f cre\ﬁﬁs and streaml debris as shelters, if present in connected
gr the sol¢ purpose o en% Murrow umder the roots of catchment.

its consideration and ra)éigwuas near the stream. Hence, the
part of a planning procefsidaathabitdidor the species includes a

Planjing and [Environmént EpRgggam With earth banks and
E native vegetation thpt provides shading
The d R4

cument must not be ¥k LOEANd chver near the bank
purpose which may breach any  (am 3024

Ornithorhynchu

copyright The greater glidgr is an arboreal
nocturnal marsupial, largely restricted
toetrcatypt-forestsand woodlands. It is
primarily folivorous, with a diet mostly
comprising eucalypt leaves, and PMST / No suitable habitat

li EN 191 likel
Greater Glider en 6/09/1915 occasionally flowers. It is typically found VBA Unlikely present on site

in highest abundance in taller,
montane, moist eucalypt forests with
relatively old trees and abundant
hollows (Menkhorst, Knight 2010).

Petauroides
volans

The yellow-bellied glider (south-
eastern) occurs in eucalypt-dominated
woodlands and forests, including both

Petaurus . wet and dry sclerophyll forests . .
australis YeIIom{—beIIled VU (Kavanagh et al. 1995; Rees et al. 2007). PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat
australis Glider Abundance is highly dependent on
habitat suitability, which is in turn
determined by forest age and floristics

(DCCEEW 2024n)

present on site
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EPBC Act
. Listed Likelihood
Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Migratory Treaty C.oun.t = el Preferred Habitat Notes Database of Comments
Status N Sightings | Last Record Source
or Marine occurrence
Species
Across the species’ range the New
Pseudomys Holland Mouse is known to inhabit No suitable habitat
novaehallandia New Holland Mouse VU open heathlands, open woodlands with PMST Unlikely .
present on site
e a heathland understorey and vegetated
sand dunes (DCCEEW 20240)
Roosting camps are generally located
within 20 km of a regular food source
Eteropus Grey-headed Flying- VU and are commqnly found.ln gu!lles, PMST Unlikely No suitable hapltat
poliocephalus fox close to water, in vegetation with a present on site
dense-canepy-tMenkhorst, Knight
201p).
Fish This copied document to be made available
Idr the sole| purpose of enalifAGalaxias hps broad habitat
its consideration and feviesguitgments anfi occurs in slow
. i ill Il T
part of a planning procebs {k pfltill stallow, permanent argeted surveys
Galaxiella Pl . d Envi an temi 3? freshpvater habitats such undertaken by Aquatica
usilla Dwarf Galaxias EN en anElng an nv1r0nmenta % Jdrains gdnd the backwaters PMST Unlikely Environmental did not
P The document must not be¢ usﬁﬂl’(fﬂlfsancycre ks, often (but not recorded the species as
purpose which may breacﬁ\nﬂﬁmontainirg dense aquatic being present on site
richt macrophytes andjemergent plants
copyrig (DCCEEW 2024p)
Oftan found in crmall Systems Wlth a IOW
flow rate and quiet vegetated areas in
. Targeted surveys
Nannonperca Flinders Pygm streams, billabongs, lakes and even undertaken by Aquatica
P vemy vu 211 30/01/2023 irrigation channels. Not usually found VBA Present A ¥ Aq
sp. 1 Perch g Environmental recorded
in open water, prefers covered the species present on site
habitats. Often seems to form loose P P
aggregations (nativefish 2024)
Inhabit cool, clear, freshwater streams
with gravel substrate and areas
Prrc:lt;’tzsz;es Australian Grayling VU alternating between pools and riffle PMST Unlikely No suitable habitat

zones. The species has been found over
100 km upstream from the sea

(DCCEEW 2024q)

present on site
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o the e BUFRONE yytTichr Ty |

lia
o ok
A%

breachamy
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Key to Likely Occurrence

Likelihood | Comments

Present Species has been confirmed as present on site during field work
Suitable habitat present on site

High Likely to be a resident population/s in the local area*
Previously recorded on site
Numerous records within the local area within the past 5 years
Aspects of habitat present but may be modified

Moderate Species may be resident in the local area or it forms part of the species' range
May seasonally or opportunistically use resources within the local area
Less than 10 year old records within local area
Limited aspects of habitat present or habitat highly modified

Low Species may occur rarely or as an opportunistic visitor in the area
Few records within the local area within the past 25 years
No suitable habitat present

Unlikely Site i's located outside'of species natural range
Considered locally extinct
No records of the species within the local area in the last 25 years

* Local area = within a 5km range of the site.

This copied document to be made available

{05 the soler pypnserokenabling
its consideration and review as

Commonweglth Epyiropmept Rretectiprand Biadikarsity Conservation

Planning $&RBEAGHAR%ent Act 1987.

VU istedtas dla¢iam!ivn e lngrallebe used for any

EX isted as Nationally B@pxtight

|

EN Listed asphatjorsallyindangergdreach any
|
|

CR isted as Nationally Critically Fndangered
Victorian FFG Act 1988 Listing (DELWP 2022)

X Presumed Extinct in Victoria

cr Listed as Critically Endangered in Victoria

en Listed as Endangered in Victoria

vu Listed as Vulnerable in Victoria

cd Conservation Dependant in Victoria

Bilateral migratory bird agreements

JAMBA Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA)

CAMBA China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (CAMBA)

Republic of Korea-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement
ROKAMBA | (ROKAMBA)

BONN Animals (Bonn Convention)

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild

RAMSAR Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

ACAP (ACAP)

Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels
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Appendix 7: Flora survey results
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Scientific Name Common Name Origin CalLP FFG Act Status EPBC Act Status | Native Patch | Degraded
Acacia baileyana Cootamundra Wattle * +

Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle Native +

Acacia floribunda White Sallow-wattle # +

Acacia howittii Sticky Wattle # Vulnerable +

Acacia longifolia Sallow Wattle # +

Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle Native +

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood Native + +
Acacia mucronata subsp. longifolia Narrow-leaf Wattle Native + +
Acacia verticillata Prickly Moses Netive +

Acaena echinata ) Sheep% B_urr This Lupicd d Lu’\lllalgl\:%t benmadeavaitable s ks
Acaena novae-zelandiae Bidgee-widgee for the st £ blihg + +
Acetosella vulgaris Sheep Sorrel its consideration and review hs +
Agapanthus praecox subsp. orientalis Agapanthus part of a plannihg process under the + +
Agrostis capillaris Brown-top Bent| ~ Planning and Erviropment Act 1987. +
Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoak T'he document lga;g#’?/ten“ be used fpr any + +

. . purpuse] ! Ty

Amyema pendula Drooping Mistlefoe Native.. I, +
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass A + +
Arctotheca calendula Cape Weed * + +
Austrostipa spp. Spear Grass Native +

Avena fatua Wild Oat * + +
Banksia spp. Banksia Native +
Brassica fruticulosa Twiggy Turnip * +
Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass * +

Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria Native + +
Callistemon spp. Bottlebrush Native + +
Carex spp. Sedge Native +
Cenchrus clandestinus Kikuyu * + +
Cerastium vulgare Common Mouse-ear Chickweed * +
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Scientific Name Common Name Origin CalLP FFG Act Status EPBC Act Status | Native Patch | Degraded
Chloris truncata Windmill Grass Native +
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle * X + +
Clematis microphylla s.l. Small-leaved Clematis Native +

Conium maculatum Hemlock * X +
Convolvulus arvensis Common Bindweed * +

Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum # Vulnerable +

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn * X + +
Cyperus eragrostis Drain Flat-sedge * +
Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot * + +
Dodonaea spp. Hop Bush Native + +
Ehrharta erecta Panic Veldt-grass * + +
Einadia nutans Nodding Saltbush . | Native | i L +

Epilobium spp. Willow Herb LS C&Tg‘:ﬁ;ﬁj{% jly%ltjﬂ Cbs;:g:;l?:’ga“ame +
Erigeron sumatrensis Tall Fleabane its consideration dnd review hs + +
Eucalyptus botryoides Southern Mahogany part of a plannithe prlocess undelr the +

Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum Planning and Environment Act 1987. +

Eucalyptus globulus Southern Blue-glim 1 he document myst ngt be used fpr any + +
Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box purpose Wﬁlé;ttllvlen‘aw“breach any +

Eucalyptus nicholii Narrow-leaf Blagk Peppermint LU#'YI ki +

Eucalyptus obliqua Messmate Stringybark Native +

Eucalyptus ovata Swamp Gum Native +

Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box Native +

Eucalyptus radiata s.1. Narrow-leaf Peppermint Native +
Eucalyptus strzeleckii Strzelecki Gum Native Critically Endangered Vulnerable +
Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana Gippsland Red-gum Native +

Eucalyptus tricarpa Red Ironbark Native +

Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum Native +

Exocarpos cupressiformis Cherry Ballart Native +

Ficinia nodosa Knobby Club-sedge Native + +
Foeniculum vulgare Fennel * X +
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Scientific Name Common Name Origin CalLP FFG Act Status EPBC Act Status | Native Patch | Degraded
Fraxinus angustifolia Desert Ash * +
Fumaria capreolata White Fumitory * +
Gahnia radula Thatch Saw-sedge Native +

Galium aparine Cleavers * + +
Genista monspessulana Montpellier Broom * X +
Geranium spp. Crane's Bill Native + +
Gynatrix pulchella s.1. Hemp Bush Native +

Hakea spp. Hakea Native + +
Hesperocyparis macrocarpa Monterey Cypress * +

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog * + +
Hypericum perforatum subsp. veronense | St John's Wort * X + +
Hypochaeris spp. Cat's Ear . L * i i L + +
Indigofera australis subsp. australis Austral Indigo s c? [:lfg (lﬂoclq\r{l% |Iyl_tqm Dermil(lsrﬂviulable +

tor-the-sole purpose-otenabling

Juncus australis Austral Rush it concdeNati ; < +
Juncus procerus Tall Rush part of a plai¥dtigepriocess undelr the +

Kunzea spp. Kunzea Planning and Neanironment Act 1987. + +
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce | 1he document must not be used fpr any +
Lepidosperma laterale Variable Sword-$edge Wﬁlé;ttllvlen‘aw“breach any +
Lolium spp. Rye Grass FRTET + +
Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush Native +

Lotus creticus Lotus * +
Lycium ferocissimum African Box-thorn * X +

Lycopus australis Australian Gipsywort Native +

Lysimachia arvensis var. arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel * +
Melaleuca armillaris subsp. armillaris Giant Honey-myrtle # Endangered +

Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark # +

Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides Weeping Grass Native +

Modiola caroliniana Red-flower Mallow * +
Olearia lirata Snowy Daisy-bush Native +

Oxalis perennans Grassland Wood-sorrel Native + +
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Scientific Name Common Name Origin CalLP FFG Act Status EPBC Act Status | Native Patch | Degraded
Paspalum dilatatum Paspalum * +
Phalaris aquatica Toowoomba Canary-grass * +

Phragmites australis Common Reed Native + +
Pinus radiata Radiata Pine * +
Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum # +

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort * + +
Polygonum arenastrum Wireweed * +
Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris Native + +
Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum * +

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup * + +
Romulea rosea Onion Grass * + +
Rubus fruticosus spp. agg. Blackberry . L * X L + +
Rubus parvifolius Small-leaf Bramble c? [:lfg (lﬂoclq\r{l% |Iyl_tqm Dermil(lsrﬂviulable + +

o tRC-SPICpUrposc- ot Cnanting

Rumex spp. (naturalised) Dock (naturalised) its consideration dnd review hs + +
Rytidosperma spp. Wallaby Grass part of a plai¥dtigepriocess undelr the +

Salix fragilis Crack Willow Planning and Environment Act 1987. +

Schinus molle Pepper Tree The document must ngt be used fpr any +
Senecio glomeratus Annual Fireweeq purpose Wﬁlé;ttllvlen‘aw“breach any +

Senecio quadridentatus Cotton Fireweeg N‘SE\%' o + +
Solanum aviculare Kangaroo Apple Native +

Solanum nigrum s.|. Black Nightshade * + +
Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle * + +
Symphyotrichum subulatum Aster-weed * +

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass Native + +
Trifolium repens var. repens White Clover * +
Verbena bonariensis s.l. Purple-top Verbena * +
Vicia spp. Vetch * +
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Origin and Conservation Status Key

Origin

Native

Species is native to Victoria

*

Exotic species
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# Native but some stands may be alien
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
(EPBC) Act 1999

VU Listed as Nationally Vulnerable

EN Listed as Nationally Endangered

EX Listed as Nationally Extinct

CR Listed as Nationally Critically Endangered

Victorian FFG Act 1988 Listing (DELWP 2022)

X Presumed Extinct in Victoria

cr Listed as Critically Endangered in Victoria

en Listed as Endangered in Victoria

vu Listed as Vulnerable in Victoria

Catchment and Land Protection Act (CaLP) 1994

X Declared Noxious Weed
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Appendix 8: Ecological Vegetation Class Benchmarks

Department of
Sustainability and
Environment

EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment

Strzelecki Ranges bioregion
EVC 53: Swamp Scrub

Description:

Closed scrub to 8 m tall at low elevations on alluvial deposits along streams or on poorly drained sites with higher nutrient
availability. The vegetation characteristically lacks a eucalypt overstorey and is dominated by Swamp Paperbark Melaleuca
ericifolia which often forms a dense thicket, out-competing other speces. Where light penetrates to ground level, a
moss/lichen/liverwort or herbaceous ground cover is often present. Dry variants have a grassy /herbaceous ground layer.

Tree Canopy Cover:

%cover Character Species Common Name

70% Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark
Life forms:

I.ifg form #Spp %Cover LF code

Sadum Sty This copied document’to be mh’&e avaﬂ%lble

Large Herb for the sole purpose of enabllng LH

Medium Herb

Smmall or Prostrate Hebb its c0n51derat10n and rewew as SH

Large Tufted Gramingid

e R it part of a planning process Jfider thig

Medium to Small Tuffed Gra 5
Medium to Tiny Non-fufted Grami Hlng and Env1§0nment énCt 19%‘3

Ground Fem The document must not be used for any
Scrambler or Climberf ‘»gh
Bryophytes/Lichens purpose which may breaeh any B

LF Code Spefies typical of at Ieutﬁgnﬁw“nge Common Na
MS Copr:lsma quadrifida Prickly Cunant-gh
MS Lepto! e Prickiy—T
LH Lycopus australis Australian Gipsywort
LH Lythrumsalicaria Purple Loosestrife
LH Persicaria praetermissa Spotted Knotweed
MH Hydrocotyle pterocarpa Wing Pennywort
MH Stellaria angustifolia Swamp Starwort
MH Lobeliaanceps Angled Lobelia
SH Crassula helmsii Swamp Crassula
LTG Juncus procerus Tall Rush
LTG Poa labillardierei Common Tussock-grass
LNG Gahnia radula Thatch Saw-sedge
LNG Phragmitesaustralis Common Reed
LNG Baumea rubiginosa s.l. Soft Twig-rush
MTG Triglochin procerums.l. Water Ribbons
MTG Juncus gregiflorus Green Rush
MNG Eleocharisacuta Common Spike-sedge
GF Blechnum cartilagineum Gristle Fern
SC Calystegia sepium Large Bindweed

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark The Place To Be

ADVERTISED
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EVC 53: Swamp Scrub - Strzelecki Ranges bioregion

Invasive Impact
low low
high high
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is without flaws of any kind or is wholly apgropriate

www.dse.vic.gov.au

ID Ecological Management

Recruitment:
Continuous
Organic Litter:
40 % cover
Weediness:
LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear
NG Holkcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog
Published by the Victorian G Department of S bility and Er t February 2005
© The State of Victoria Department of Sustainability and Envirenment 2005
This publication is copynght. Reproduction and the making available of this matenal for personal, in-house or noncommeraal purpeses is authorised, on condition that:
the copynght owner is acknowledged;
no offical connection is claimed;
the matenial is made avaibble without ch:qa oralum and
. the material is not subject to r
Requests for permission to reproduce or communicate this mnaenal in any way not permitted by this licence (or by the fair dealing provisions of the Copyright Act 1968) should be
directed to the Nominated Officer, Copyright, 8 Nichalson Street, East Melboume, Victoria, 3002,
For more information contact: Customer Service Centre, 136 186
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of \ictona and its l do not that the pubk
for your particular purposes and therefore disdaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.
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Department of
Sustainability and
Envlronment

EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment

Gippsland Plain bioregion
EVC 55: Plains Grassy Woodland

Description:

An open, eucalypt woodland to 15 m tall occurring on a number of geologies and soil types. Occupies poorly drained, fertile
soils on flat or gently undulating plains at low elevations. The understorey consists of a few sparse shrubs over a species-rich
grassy and herbaceous ground layer.

Large trees:
Species DBH(cm) #/ha
Eucalyptus spp. 80 cm 10/ ha
Tree Canopy Cover:
%cover Character Species Common Name
20% Eucalyptus tereticornis ssp. mediana Gippsland Red-gum
Eucaly ptus camaldulensis River Red-gum
Understorey:
Life form #Spp %Cover LFcode

Immature Canopy Tree . . .
Uncierstorey oy sk This,copied document to be maide availgble

Medium Shrub for the sole purphse of enubllng MS
Small Shrub SS
Prostrate Shrub its c0n51derat10n and revm,w as ps
L oaeb part of a planning frocess ugfder thé!!
Small or Prostrate Hertl  Planning and Envmonment A‘ct 198751
Large Tufted Graminoid LTG

Large Non-tufted Gramioid | he document must hot be used for anyc

Medium to Small Tufted Graminoi o MTG
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Grami 'élrpose WhICh [ﬁay breaﬁi/'oany MNG

Bryophytes/Lichens copyright 10% BL

LF Code Specidstypical of atleast part of FVCrange  Common Name
T Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoak
4 Acacia meamsii Black Wattle
T Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood
MS Kunzea ericoides Burgan
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower
PS Bossiaea prostrata Creeping Bossiaea
MH Hypericum gramineum Small St John's Wort
MH Oxalis perennans Grassland Wood-sorrel
SH Dichondra repens Kidney-weed
SH Poranthera microphylla Small Poranthera
LTG Austrostipa rudis Veined Spear-grass
LNG Gahnia radula Thatch Saw-sedge
MTG Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass
MTG Carex breviculmis Common Grass-sedge
MTG Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush
MTG Schoenus apogon Common Bog-sedge
MNG Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides Weeping Grass

| Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark
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EVC 55: Plains Grassy Woodland - Gippsland Plain bioregion

Recruitment:
Continuous

Organic Litter:

10 % cover

Logs:
10 m/0.1 ha.

Weediness:
LF Code  Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact
LH Plantago lanceolata Ribwort high low
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low
MH Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury high low
LNG Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog high high
MTG Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vemal-grass high high
MNG Romulea rosea Onion Grass high low
MNG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low
MNG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low
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Department of
Sustainability and
Envlronment

EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment

Gippsland Plain bioregion
EVC 151: Plains Grassy Forest

Description:

Large trees:
Species DBH(cm) #/ha
Eucalyptus spp. 70 cm 20 / ha
Tree Canopy Cover:
%cover Character Species Common Name
30% Eucalyptus muelleriana Yellow Stringybark
Eucalyptus bridgesiana s.|. But But
Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box
Eucalyptus macrorthyncha Red Stringybark
Understorey:
Life form #Spp %Cover LF code
Immature Canopy Tree 5% IT
Understorey Tree or Large Shrub 3 15% T
Medium Shrub 6 20% MS
Small Shrub 3 5% SS
Prostrate Shrub 2 5% PS
Large Herb 3 5% LH
Medium Herb 6 10% MH
Small or Prostrate Herb 2 5% SH
Large Tufted Graminoid 2 10% LTG
Large Non-tufted Graminoid 1 5% LNG
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 4 15% MTG
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 2 1% MNG
Ground Fern 2 10% GF
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL
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Open forest to 20 m tall often above a heathy shrub layer and a diverse grassy, sedgy and herbaceous ground layer. Occurs on
lowland plains and old river terraces made up of gravelly sandy days.
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EVC 151: Plains Grassy Forest - Gippsland Plain bioregion

LF Code Species typical of atleast part of EVC range Common Name
T Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoak
T Acacia meamsii Black Wattle
T Acacia implexa Lightwood
T Exocarpos cupressiformis Cherry Ballart
MS Leptospermum continentale Prickly Tea-tree
MS Banksia marginata Silver Banksia
MS Kunzea ericoides Burgan
MS Melaleuca parvistaminea Rough-barked Honey-myrtle
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower
SS Hibbertia riparia Erect Guinea-flower
SS Platylobium obtusangulum Common Fat-pea
SS Phyllanthus hirtellus Thyme Spurge
PS Acrotriche serrulata Honey-pots
PS Bossiaea prostrata Creeping Bossiaea
PS Astrolorma humifusum Cranberry Heath
LH Tricoryne elatior Yellow Rush-lily
LH Wahlenbergia gracilis s.I. Sprawling Bluebell
MH Poranthera microphylla Small Poranthera
MH Hy pericum gramineum Small St John's Wort
MH Hydrocotyle hirta Hairy Pennywort
MH Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort
SH Dichondra repens Kidney-weed
SH Oxalis comiculata s.. Yellow Wood-sorrel
SH Opercularia varia Variable Stinkweed
LTG Xanthorthoea minor ssp. lutea Small Grass-tree
LTG Loman sshe Spimy-headed-Mat-rush
LNG TGI'a\ehrT':: radula Thatch Saw-sgdge
MTG jandra Kan s
MTG Poa au |ﬁ ?cawled document to be made alwfiﬁm
MTG Lomandra fili e Mat-rugh
MTG Lepidosperma i@l the sole purpose of enabllﬁﬁue Swor-sedge
MNG Microlagna sﬂw'defwrcvmideratlon and review Wsepm Gras
MNG Entolask marginata Bordered Pani
GF Pteridiufn escupdirt Of a planning process undexi&Besrackeh
iilicgeis Planning and Environment Act 1987.
Continuous The document must not be used for any
Organic Litter: purpose which may breach any
20 % cover copyright
Logs:
20 m/0.1 ha.
Weediness:
LF Code  Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact
LH Centaurium tenuiflorum Slender Centaury high low
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low
MH Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury high low
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Appendix 9: Fauna survey results

Scientific Name Common Name Origin | Treaties | FFG Act Status | EPBC Act Status
Acanthiza spp. Thornbills Native
Anthochaera carunculata Red Wattlebird Native
Corvus coronoides Australian Raven Native
Crinia signifera Common Froglet Native
Gymnorhina tibicen Australian Magpie Native
Hirundo neoxena Welcome Swallow Native
Macropus giganteus Eastern Grey Kangaroo Native
Malurus cyaneus Superb Fairy-wren Native
Oryctolagus cuniculus European Rabbit *
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae | New Holland Honeyeater | Native
Rhipidura leucophrys Willie Wagtail Native
Threskiornis spinicollis Straw-necked Ibis Native
Vulpes vulpes Red Fox *

Origin and Conservation Status Key

Origin

* | Exotic species

# | Native but some stands may be alien

Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999

VU | Listed as Nationally Vulnerable

EN | Listed as Nationally Endangered

EX | Listed as Nationally Extinct

CR | Listed as Nationally Critically Endangered

Victorian FFG Act 1988 Listing (DELWP 2022)

X Presumed Extinct in Victoria

cr | Listed as Critically Endangered in Victoria

en | Listed as Endangered in Victoria

vu | Listed as Vulnerable in Victoria

cd | Conservation Dependant in Victoria

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as ADV E RT | S E D

part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. P LAN
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
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Appendix 10: Native Vegetation Removal Report

Native Vegetation Removal Report

NVRR ID: 337_20260408_5PP

This report provides information to support an application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation in
accordance with the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (the Guidelines).
This report is not an assessment by DEECA of the proposed native vegetation removal. Native vegetation

information and offset requirements have been determined using spatial data provided by the applicant or
their consultant.

Report details

Date created: 08/04/2026
Local Government Area: LATROBE CITY Regulator Notes

Shapefile name: Removal polygons are located:
NVRMap_Removal_Template_Patches.shp

Site assessor name: Antares_Fuhrmann
Registered Aboriginal Party: Gunaikurnai
Coordinates: 146.43348, -38.27193

Address: TRAMWAY ROAD HAZELWOOD NORTH 3840

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the

Planni d Envi t Act 1987.
ADVERT'S ED Theag:)ncllfnillllt mlli‘s,;rl(l);ltnll)inuse(ci for any
P L AN purpose which may breach any

copyright

VQRIA

Page 1

110

ID Ecological Management




Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

Summary of native vegetation to be removed

Assessment pathway Intermediate Assessment Pathway

Location 2

The native vegetation extent map indicates that this area is typically
characterised as supporting native vegetation. Additionally, it is modelled
as encompassing an endangered Ecological Vegetation Class, sensitive
wetland or sensitive coastal area. The removal of less than 0.5 hectares of
native vegetation in this area will not require a Species Offset.

Location category

Extent of past removal (ha) 0
Total extent including past and
proposed removal (ha) 0.018 Extent of proposed removal - Patches (ha) 0.018
Includes endangered EVCs (ha): 0.005 Extent of proposed removal - Scattered

0.000

Trees (ha)
No. Large Trees proposed to be 0 NoLarge Fatch Trees g
removed No. Large Scattered Trees 0
No. Small Scattered Trees 0

Offset requirements if approval is granted

Any approval granted will include a condition to secure an offset, before the removal of native vegetation,
that meets the following requirements:

General Offset amount 1 0.005 General Habitat Units
Minimum strategic biodiversity value
5 0.3124
score
Large Trees 0

West Gippsland CMA
Vicinity or
LATROBE CITY LGA

NB: values within tables in this document may not add to the totals shown above due to rounding

The availability of third-party offset credits can be checked using the Native Vegetation Credit Register
(NVCR) Search Tool - i

ADVERTISED
PLAN

1. The General Offset amount required is the sum of all General Habitat Units in Appendix 1. P 2
2. Minimum strategic biodiversity value score is 80 per cent of the weighted average score across habitat zones where a General Offset is required. age
3. The Species Offset amount(s) required is the sum of all Species Habitat Units in Appendix 1.
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Application requirements

Applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must include all the below
information. If an appropriate response has not been provided the application is not complete.

Application Requirement 1 - Native vegetation removal information

If the native vegetation removal is mapped correctly, the information presented in this Native Vegetation
Removal Report addresses Application Requirement 1.

Application Requirement 2 - Topographical and land information

This statement describes the topographical and land features in the vicinity of the proposed works, including
the location and extent of any ridges, hilltops, wetlands and waterways, slopes of more than 20% gradient,
low-lying areas, saline discharge areas or areas of erosion.

Application Requirement 3 - Photographs of the native vegetation to be removed

Application Requirement 3|is not addressed in this Native Vegetation Removal Refort. All applications must
include recent, timestamped | Tree which has been
mapped in this report.

for the sole purpose of enabllng
Application Requirement 4 itPashsislescatadn and review as

If past removal has been c n5|d&éﬁ%?@&ﬂ%@#ﬁ%rﬂ&%ﬂ%&%ﬂ&% thls Native Vegetation Removal
Report addresses Applicatipn RM and Environment Act 1
The document must not be used for any

Application Requirement 5 5 Aygjcbapsi Minimise statement
This statement describes what has been done to@ﬂp&ll}ighihinimise impacts on nptive vegetation and
associated biodiversity valjies.

Application Requirement 6 - Property Vegetation Plan

This requirement only applies if an approved Property Vegetation Plan (PVP) applies to the property
Does a PVP apply to the proposal?

Application Requirement 7 - Defendable space statement

Where the removal of native vegetation is to create defendable space, this statement:

* Describes the bushfire threat; and

Page 3
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e Describes how other bushfire risk mitigation measures were considered to reduce the amount of native
vegetation proposed for removal (this can also be part of the avoid and minimise statement).

This statement is not required if, If the proposed defendable space is within the Bushfire Management
Overlay (BMO), and in accordance with the 'Exemption to create defendable space for a dwelling under
Clause 44.06 of local planning schemes' in Clause 52.12-5.

Application Requirement 8 - Native Vegetation Precinct Plan

This requirement is only applicable if you are removing native vegetation from within an area covered by
Native Vegetation Precinct Plan (NVPP), and the proposed removal is not identified as 'to be removed' within
the NVPP.

Does an NVPP apply to the proposal?

Application Requirement 9 - Offset statement

This statement demonstrates that an offset is available and describes how the required offset will be
secured. The Applicant's Guide provides information relating to this requirement.
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Next steps

Applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must address all the application
requirements specified in the Guidelines. If you wish to remove the mapped native vegetation
you are required to apply for approval from the responsible authority (e.g. local Council). This
Native vegetation removal report must be submitted with your application and meets most of
the application requirements. The following requirements need to be addressed, as
applicable.

Application Requirement 3 - Photographs of the native vegetation to be removed

Recent, dated photographs of the native vegetation to be removed must be provided with the application.
All photographs must be clear, show whether the vegetation is a Patch of native vegetation, Patch Tree or
Scattered Tree, and identify any Large Trees. If the area of native vegetation to be removed is large, provide
photos that are indicative of the native vegetation.

Ensure photographs are attached to the application. If appropriate photographs have not been provided the
application is not complete.

Application Requirement 6 - Property Vegetation Plan

If a PVP is applicable, it must be provided with the application.
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Appendix 1: Description of native vegetation to be removed

General Habitat Units for each zone (Patch, Scattered Tree or Patch Tree) are calculated by the following equation in accordance with the Guidelines

General Habitat Units = extent with overlap x dition score x general landscape factor x 1.5, where the general landscape factor = 0.5 +
(strategic biodiversity value score/2)

The General Offset amount required is the sum of all General Habitat Units per zone.

Native vegetation to be removed

Information provided by or on behalf of the applicant Information calculated by NVR Map
Polygon Exten General
Zone | Type DBH EVC Bioregional conservation Partial Condition Large eatent without SBV. score Habitat
(cm) code status Removal score Tree(s) overlap
(ha) Units
(ha)
l-a | Patch - GipP0053 Endangered no 0.270 - 0.005 0.005 0.418 0.001
2-b | Patch - GipP0151 Vulnerable no 0.270 - 0.013 0.013 0.380 0.004
Page 6
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Appendix 2: Images of mapped native vegetation

1. Property in context

[[] Proposed Removal A
Past Removal
[] partial Removal

[] Property Boundaries IM
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2. Aerial photograph showing mapped native vegetation

[[] Proposed Removal A
Past Removal

[[] Partial Removal
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3. Location Risk Map

[C] Proposed Removal I Location 1 A
Past Removal M Location 2 N
[ Partial Removal M Location 3
80 m
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[[] Proposed Removal Mo.81-1.00 A
Past Removal [T 0.61-0.80 N
[] Partial Removal 0.41 - 0.60
80 m
10.21-0.40
M o0.00-0.20
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] Proposed Removal Mo.81-1.00 A
Past Removal Mo.61-0.80 N
[] Partial Removal Mo.41-060
80 m
M 021-040
0.00-0.20
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6. Endangered EVCs

[] Partial Removal

["] Endangered 1750 Ecological Vegetation Classes

© The State of Victoria Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 2026

—‘ This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are free to re-use the work
N under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any
images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the Victorian Government logo and the Department of
Energy, Environment and Climate Change (DEECA) logo. To view a copy of this licence, visit

{ . ’ by/4.0

Disclaimer

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the publication is
without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or
other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.
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Appendix 11: Availability of Native Vegetation Credits

Report of available native vegetation credits

This report lists native vegetation credits available to purchase through the Native Vegetation Credit Register.

This report is not evidence that an offset has been secured. An offset is only secured when the units have been
purchased and allocated to a permit or other approval and an allocated credit extract is provided by the Native

Vegetation Credit Register.

Date and time: 08/04/2026 08:22

What was searched for?

General offset

Report ID: 34937

General StrategiP cinity (Catcl ana em t Authority gr Muhicipal district)
habitat units biodiversity yAis co;ued doctmentto befade avaitable
0.005 0.3124 for thesple puwg&sepgéncnabllng

part of aplanning process under the

Details of available

These sites meet you

Credit Site ID

BBA-0115
BBA-0119
BBA-0138
BBA-1041
BBA-1146
BBA-2348
BBA-2757
BBA-2810
BBA-2833
BBA-2849
BBA-2850
BBA-2855
BBA-2875
TFN-C1442
TFN-C1692

ID Ecological Management

GHU

2.313
2741
12.119
0.146
0.009
3.442
0.436
7.758
5.401
2.645
5.888
0.549
32.787
2.726
0.164

Tts ToTTS @'&hpp‘mg@‘rewew—a
atrobe Ci

Plannin thnvn‘o ent A
AV BRiRtIST FTedbe b e Anr 2026 08:22
recuifSHBRIS P eIt HEdlS!
% i
LT CMA Land Trader Fixed Broker(s)
price
0 West Gippsland East Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No Bio Offsets
73 West Gippsland South Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No VegLink
419 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No Ecocentric
148 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No VegLink
8 West Gippsland South Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No Ethos
0 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No VegLink
0 West Gippsland Bass Coast Shire No Yes No Bio Offsets
613 West Gippsland Latrobe City Yes Yes No VegLink
20 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No Ethos
0 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No Abezco, VegLink
0 West Gippsland Latrobe City Yes Yes No Abezco, VegLink
1 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No VegLink
1032 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No Abezco
58 West Gippsland Baw Baw Shire Yes Yes No TFN
222 West Gippsland South Gippsland Shire Yes Yes No VegLink
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VC_CFL- 0.174 0 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

2320_02

VC_CFL- 0.330 183 West Gippsland Bass Coast Shire Yes Yes No Bio Offsets, Ethos,

3696_01 VegLink

VC_CFL- 6.353 883 West Gippsland Wellington Shire Yes Yes No Bio Offsets,

3797_01 Ecocentric,
VegLink

These sites meet your requirements using alternative arrangements for general offsets.

Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land Trader Fixed  Broker(s)
owner price

There are no sites listed in the Native Vegetation Credit Register that meet your offset requirements when applying the alternative
arrangements as listed in section 11.2 of the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation.

These potential sites are not yet available, land owners may finalise them once a buyer
is confirmed.

Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land Trader Fixed  Broker(s)
owner price
There are no potential sites listed in the Native Vegetation Credit Register that meet your offset requirements.

LT - Large Trees CMA - Catchment Management Authority LGA - Municipal District or Local Government Authority
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Next steps

If applying for approval to remove native vegetation

Attach this report to an application to remove native vegetation as evidence that your offset requirement is

currently available.

If you have approval to remove native vegetation

Below are the contact details for all brokers. Contact the broker(s) listed for the credit site(s) that meet your offset
requirements. These are shown in the above tables. If more than one broker or site is listed, you should get more

than one quote before deciding which offset to secure.

Broker contact details

Broker Broker Name Phone
Abbreviation
Fully traded
Abezco Abzeco Pty. Ltd. (03) 9431 5444
Baw Baw SC Baw Baw Shire Council (03) 5624 2411
Bio Offsets Biodiversity Offsets Victoria 0452 161 013
Contact NVOR Native Vegetation Offset 136 186
Register
Ecocentric Ecocentric Environmental 0410 564 139
Consulting
Ethos Ethos NRM Pty Ltd (03) 5153 0037
IDES ID Ecological Management (03) 9437 0555
Nillumbik SC Nillumbik Shire Council (03) 9433 3316
TFN Trust for Nature 86315888
VegLink Vegetation Link Pty Ltd (08) 8578 4250 or
1300 834 546
Yarra Ranges SC ~ Yarra Ranges Shire 1300 368 333

Council

Email

offsets@abzeco.com.au
bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
info@offsetsvictoria.com.au

nativevegetation.offsetregister@d
eeca.vic.gov.au

ecocentric@me.com

offsets@ethosnrm.com.au

offsets@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
offsets@tfn.org.au

offsets@vegetationlink.com.au

biodiversityoffsets@yarraranges.vi
c.gov.au

Website

www.abzeco.com.au
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
www.offsetsvictoria.com.au
www.environment.vic.gov.au/nativ
e-vegetation

Not avaliable
www.ethosnrm.com.au
www.idecological.com.au
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
www.trustfornature.org.au

www.vegetationlink.com.au

www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au

© The State of Victoria Department of Energy, Environment and Climate
Action 2026

= This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
@m Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are free to re-use
o the work under that licence, on the condition that you

credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any
images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the
Victorian Government logo and the Department of Energy, Environment and
Climate Action (DEECA) logo. To view a copy of this licence, visit
http://creativecommons. org/licenses/by/4.0/

For more information contact the DEECA Customer Service Centre 136 186
or the Native Vegetation Credit Register at
nativevegetation.offsetregister@delwp.vic.gov.au
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Disclaimer

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind
or is wholly appropriate for your particular pumposes and therefore disclaims
all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from
you relying on any information in this publication.

Obtaining this publication does not guarantee that the credits shown will be
available in the Native Vegetation Credit Register either now or at a later
time when a purchase of native vegetation credits is planned.

Notwithstanding anything else contained in this publication, you must ensure
that you comply with all relevant laws, legislation, awards or orders and that
you obtain and comply with all permits, approvals and the like that affect,
are applicable or are necessary to undertake any action to remove, lop or
destroy or otherwise deal with any native vegetation or that apply to matters
within the scope of Clauses 52.16 or 52.17 of the Victoria Planning
Provisions and Victorian planning schemes
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Maps

Maps commence on the next page.
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Map 1a- Native Vegetation Location and Ecological Values
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450600

451‘000 451’200

BNAreas not marked as native vegetation are

degraded vegetation (<25% native cover).
Black labels are habitat zone ID's
Red labels are planted row ID's.

‘ellow labels are Tree ID No's.
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Tramway Road, Hazelwood North

Native Vegetation Location and Extent

[ Study Area
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Low-lying damp
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[ | DEECA Mapped Wetland
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Tree Protection Zone
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Canopy Trees
® Patch Tree - Large
® Scattered - Large
©  Scattered - Small

Planted - Victorian/
Australian Native

© Planted - Exotic Species

Spatial Reference 1:8,000
Name: GDA 1994 VICGRID94

PCS: GDA 1994 VICGRID94

GCS: GCS GDA 1994

Datum: GDA 1994

Projection: Lambert Conformal

Conic
2022
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Date Exported
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Imagery Acquisition Date:
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Map 1b- Native Vegetation and Ecological Values
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Areas not marked as native vegetation are
degraded vegetation (<25% native cover).
Black labels are habitat zone ID's
Red labels are planted row ID's.

ellow labels are Tree ID No's.
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Tramway Road, Hazelwood North

Native Vegetation Location and Extent
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Map 1c- Native Vegetation and Ecological Values
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Map 2a- Native Vegetation Loss
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Map 2b- Native Vegetation Loss - Focused

450300

5763600

117 ﬁ @ 100 Meters

ID Ecological Management

450400

450500

Ecological Assessment for Gippsland BESS Project, Hazelwood North | July 2026

450700 450|900 451|000

Areas not marked as native vegetation are
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Map 2c- Native Vegetation Loss - Focused
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Map 2d- Native Vegetation Loss - Focused
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