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9th June 2023 
 
Watson Young Architects Pty Ltd 
watsonyoung.com.au  
8 Grattan Street, 
Prahran VIC 3181 
 
Re: Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) of subject limb on Tree 15 over the 
main entrance foot path. 
 
Hi Jack,  
 
Following you request, a risk assessment of the defective limb on Tree 15 was 
conducted on 9th June 2023. This risk assessment was conducted using Quantified Tree 
Risk Assessment Version 5.  
  

Figure 1. Tree 15 (Maribyrnong’s Significant Tree Register Asset ID # 63) 

Figure 2. Subject limb in question 
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Figure 3. Damage midway along the subject limb. 
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Tree 15 – Risk Assessment (Maribyrnong’s Significant Tree Register Asset ID # 63) 
 
Failure Size  
 
The majority of the trees canopy appears to be structurally sound i.e. There are no major 
and identifiable structural faults within the trees canopy apart from the western limb, the 
failure of the western limb over the pavement is considered to be the most likely part of 
the tree to cause the most damage under normal conditions over the next twelve 
months. This puts the limb of Tree 15 in a size range with the diameter of the limb / 
branch being between 110mm – 250mm diameter.  
 
Probability of failure 
 
The probability of failure for the western limb has been placed in range 2. This limb has 
had a section of the first order limb removed that was located on the upper side or 
tension side of this limb. The wound wood development and growth has not satisfactorily 
compartmentalised this exposed pruning cut / wound. There also appears to be varying 
levels of decay present within this wound. The tree has also produced several epicormic 
sprouts / regrowth to compensate this wound exposure. Limb failure over the next twelve 
months appears likely due to the over extension growth of this limb the trunk wound 
within the upper section and midway along the limb. The probability of failure over the 
next twelve months is 1 – 10%  
 
Target Occupancy 
 
Given the current conditions around the tree, the target presence has been assigned to 
range 2. That is to say that on average the target zone would be occupied by people / 
students between 2.4 hours / day – 15 mins / day. This take into consideration the main 
entrance, foot path location and the amount of student that walk beneath this limb. 
 
Outcome 
 
Based on current conditions the QTRA risk score for Tree 15 is 1/5000 which places the 
risk of harm below QTRA’s advisory threshold of 1/1000 for ‘Unacceptable’ risk (where 
imposed on others).  
 
Management actions to control the risk is either reduce the limb to the epicormic 
regrowth midway along the limb or to remove the limb all together back to the tree’s 
trunk. 
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