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Biodiversity Report 

STUDY AREA NAME: Hastings Date: 26/04/21 

BIOREGION Gippsland Plain 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AREA 

 
Mornington Shire 

Catchment 
Management Area 

 
Port Phillip and Westernport CMA 

SUMMARY / COMMENTS 

Summary of findings 
and recommendations 

Summary 

The works entails installing a new section of 66kV line between the Hastings 

Substation and the intersection of Barclay Crescent and Bayview Rd; modify 

an existing section of 66kV line on Bayview Rd and, extend the existing 

66kV line from Bayview Rd into the Esso property at 1 Lang Island Drive 

(refer to Figure 1). 

Seven ecological vegetation classes (EVCs) were modelled to occur within 

1km of the proposed alignment (refer Figure 1). A site assessment 

undertaken on established that the extent of native vegetation is not 

consistent with the modelled EVC’s. Most of the alignment consists of non- 

indigenous species such as: Cypress pine, phalaris, cocksfoot, broom, and 

blackberry. 

Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland EVC 3 was confined to the southern side 

of Bayview Rd through to Long Island Rd. Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland 

was present on both sides of Long Island Rd though to the Esso facility. 

Two poles on Long Island Rd were micro sited to avoid the removal of native 

vegetation. A pole on the boundary of the Esso facility that would have 

required the removal of native vegetation is no longer required. 

The loss of native vegetation is confined to approx., 82m for the replacement 

of a pole stay on Pole 38 on Long Island Rd where the alignment cross over 

the road into the Esso Facility (refer to Figure 4 and photographs in 

Attachment A). The removal of native vegetation triggers Clause 52.17. The 

NVIM tool calculates an offset requirement of 0.002 General Habitat Units. 

The Public Acquisition Overlay Schedule 2 will be triggered for 3 poles on 

Barclay Crescent at the front of the United Fuel terminal. The Bushfire 

Management overlay does not apply to any vegetation removal controls. 

Therefore, a planning permit is required under the controls of Clause 52.17 

and the PAO 2. 

Recommendations 

• Vehicles are to remain on existing access tracks or roads. 

• Avoid working in wet conditions to minimise disturbance. 

• If required to work in wet conditions, bog mats are to be used. 
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DESKTOP REVIEW RESULTS 

* EPBC Act Protected 

Matters Search (DoEE) 

Source: Protected 
Matters Search Tool 
(PMST) 1km buffer 

Results include terrestrial 
species / communities 
only 

Threatened Ecological Communities: 

1. Natural Damp Grassland of the Victorian Coastal Plains 

2. Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh 

Listed Threatened Species: 63 

Migratory Species:59 

Proximity to significant 
wetlands/ waterways 

Source: DELWP Current 
Wetland dataset 

 

 
Alignment Crosses Olivers Creek at eastern end 

Habitat Corridors N/A 

Surrounding land use Industry 

EVC’s & Significant 
flora and fauna records 

Source: VBA (DELWP). 

 
 

Refer to Figure 1 

1. Ecological Vegetation Class: 12 

2. Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland EVC 3 (Vulnerable) 

3. Coastal Saltmarsh EVC 9 (Least Concern) 

4. Heathy Woodland EVC 48 (Least Concern) 

5. Swamp Scrub EVC 53 (Endangered) 

6. Swampy Riparian Woodland EVC 83 (Endangered) 

7. Mangrove Shrubland EVC 140 (Least Concern) 

8. Grassy Woodland EVC 175 (Endangered) 

Threatened Flora: 

N/A 

Threatened Fauna: 

1. Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia (FFG) 

2. Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis (FFG, EPBC) 

3. Flatback Mangrove goby Mugilogobius platynotus (FFG) 

4. Great Egret Ardea alba (FFG) 

5. Lewin's Rail Lewinia pectoralis (FFG) 

6. Southern Brown Bandicoot Isoodon obesulus obesulus (FFG, 
EPBC) 

Reviewed report/s N/A 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 

EPBC Act 1999 No EPBC listed ecological communities or species are present within the 
alignment. 

There are no obligations under the EPBC Act. 
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EES Act 1978 An EES would be required if the impacts were deemed to potentially have a 
detrimental effect for species / communities of regional or state significance. 

An EES is not required as there is not a ‘trigger’ of any referral criterion (refer 
to Appendix 2 for trigger criteria). 

FFG Act 1988 No species will be impacted by the proposed works. 

Permitted clearing of 
native vegetation 
Clause 52.17 

Applies to native vegetation when there is a need to remove and / or impact 
native vegetation is unavoidable. Refer to Appendix 3 for the assessment 
pathway. 

The site assessment identified an area of approx. 102 m of native vegetation 
will be removed for the installation of a pole stay triggering Clause 52.17. 

The NVIM tool calculates an offset requirement of 0.002 General Habitat 
Units. 

Catchment 
Management Authority 
Regional Strategies 

 
Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Strategy 2013-2019. 

Local Government 
Environmental Planning 
Overlays 

Vegetation Protection Overlay – Schedule 1 (occurs within 1 km of the 
alignment but no part of the alignment is within the overlay. Refer to Figure 
2. 

* Search results for EPBC Act threatened species is based on the likelihood of suitable habitat to occur in 

the search area only. It does not imply that there has been a definite record for the species. 
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Database Searches 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act Protected Matters Search – An 

online tool, provided by the Commonwealth Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 

which identifies matters of national environmental significance that may occur in, or may relate to the area 

nominated. 

Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) – A vegetation classification system developed by DSE for Victoria. 

EVCs are groupings of vegetation communities based on floristic, structural and ecological features. It 

should be noted that this database is incomplete and used only as a guide. 

Victorian Biodiversity Atlas - data provided from the DELWP, lists all the flora and fauna species which 

have been identified within the search area from previous studies. 

Spatial Data Mart - data provided from the DELWP, provides GIS layers and information on the presence of 

Ecological Vegetation Class’s, wetland layers, planning and general flora, fauna data. 

 
Legislation 

 
Environmental Effects Act 1978 

The Environmental Effects Act 1978 provides for assessment of proposed projects (works) that are capable 

of having a significant effect on the environment. The Act does this by enabling the Minister administering it 

to decide that an Environmental Effects Statement (EES) should be prepared. 

The Minister might typically require a proponent to prepare an EES when: 

▪ there is a likelihood of regionally or State significant adverse effects on the environment 

▪ there is a need for integrated assessment of potential environmental effects (including economic and 

social effects) of a project and relevant alternatives, and 

▪ normal statutory processes would not provide a sufficiently comprehensive, integrated and transparent 

assessment. 

The EES process provides for the analysis of potential effects on environmental assets and the means of 

avoiding, minimising and managing adverse effects. It also includes public involvement and the opportunity 

for an integrated response to a proposal. 

 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

Any action that has, will have, or is likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental 

significance, as defined under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 

Act) requires approval from the Commonwealth Environment Minister. Matters of National Environmental 

Significance relevant to this study may include nationally threatened species (plants and animals), migratory 

species, and endangered ecological communities. 

 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 

The provisions of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) bind all public agencies, public 

landowners and land managers. Removal of any native plants protected under the FFG Act requires a 

permit from the DSE, where this occurs on public land. It is understood that such a permit is not required for 

such works on private land. The Act allows for the listing of potentially threatening processes. Any actions 

that may result in a potentially threatening process should be avoided or managed appropriately. 

 
Clearing of native vegetation- Biodiversity assessment guidelines 

In Victoria, a planning permit is usually required to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation. Landholders / 

managers must apply for a planning permit from their local council. If a permit is granted, a native vegetation 

offset must be obtained before the native vegetation is removed, to compensate for the impact of the 

removal on biodiversity. 
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The Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (2017) are incorporated into the 

Victoria Planning Provisions and all planning schemes in Victoria. The Guidelines replace the previous 

incorporated document titled Permitted clearing of native vegetation – Biodiversity assessment guidelines 

(Department of Environment and Primary Industries, September 2013). 

 

There are three assessment pathways for an application to remove native vegetation: Basic, Intermediate 

and Detailed. The assessment pathway reflects the potential impact the removal has on biodiversity. 

These pathways are determined by: 

• amount of native vegetation (in hectares) 

• whether any large trees are to be removed, and 

• location of the native vegetation. 

 

 

Proponents can refer to the online-tool Native Vegetation Information Management to understand which risk- 

pathway the application will be assessed under. The biodiversity report produced by NVIM can be used as 

part of an application under a Basic and Intermediate risk pathway, whereas a site assessment by an 

accredited quality vegetation assessor is required as part of an application under the Detailed-risk pathway. 

 
Catchment Management Authority – Regional Catchment Strategies 

A primary function of a Catchment Management Authority is to prepare a Regional Catchment Strategy 

(RCS) for its region and coordinate and monitor its implementation. The strategies describe the natural 

assets of a region, and how they are interrelated, outlining what needs to be done to manage and use the 

assets in a sustainable way. 

 
The RCS is an important planning and working document for all organisations and people involved in natural 

resource management in the region, including government agencies and councils, water authorities, 

industry, Landcare and community groups. Its main focus is the land, water and biodiversity in the region. It 

provides a framework for effort, an investment guide, a means of integrating policy and an action plan for 

catchment works. 

 
Local Government – Environmental Planning Overlays / Vegetation Protection Overlays 

N/A 
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Appendix 1- Site Photographs 
 

ID Site Photographs Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_084640 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Start of alignment at Hastings 

Substation, new pole and stay 

Non-native vegetation consisting of 

kikuyu, ribwort and sweet vernal grass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_085224 

 

 

Southern side of Barclay Rd, new pole. 

Typical of roadside through to 

BlueScope facility on Bayside Rd. 

Non-native vegetation consisting of 

kikuyu, cocksfoot, phalaris, ribwort and 

soft brome. 

Three pols are loated withn the PAO 

and wil require a permit for the 

rmaoval on the non-native vegation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_091143 

 

 

 
 
 

Bayside Rd looking south-east. 

Cypress pine is present for most of the 

alignment on Bayview Rd. 

Pruning may be required of cypress 

pines, refer to Arborist report 
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ID Site Photographs Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_092207 

 

 

Alignment crossing to the southern 

side of Bayview Rd at Pole 27. 

Native vegetation is consistent with 

Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland 

EVC_ 3. 

There will be no impacts to native 

vegetation. 

The PAO does not affect the road 

reserve. As such, there are no permit 

requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_113615 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
New pole micro sited approx. 2m south 

to avoid the removal of native 

vegetation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_114258 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
New pole micro sited approx. 1.5m 

south to avoid the removal of native 

vegetation. 
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ID Site Photographs Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_115236 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Replacement of Pole 38 stay will 

require the removal of approx., 82 m. 

Native vegetation to removed includes 

Cherry Ballart and Prickly tea tree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_122150 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Pole alignment with the Esso facility 

looking north. 

Non-native vegetation includes sweet 

vernal grass, Yorkshire fog and 

blackberry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMG_20211117_122419 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Pole in Esso facility. 

Non-native vegetation includes sweet 

vernal grass, Yorkshire fog and 

blackberry. 
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Appendix 2 - EES Act Triggers 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Referral criteria: a combination of potential environmental effects 

A combination of two or more of the following types of potential effects on 

the environment that might be of regional or State significance, and therefore 

warrant referral of a project, are: 

• potential clearing of 10 ha or more of native vegetation, unless authorised 

under an approved Forest Management Plan or Fire Protection Plan 

• matters listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988: 

- potential loss of a significant area of a listed ecological community; or 

- potential loss of a genetically important population of an endangered or 

threatened species (listed or nominated for listing), including as a result of 

loss or fragmentation of habitats; or 

- potential loss of critical habitat; or 

- potential significant effects on habitat values of a wetland supporting 

migratory bird species 

• potential extensive or major effects on landscape values of regional 

importance, especially where recognised by a planning scheme overlay or 

within or adjoining land reserved under the National Parks Act 1975 

• potential extensive or major effects on land stability, acid sulphate soils or 

highly erodible soils over the short or long term 

• potential extensive or major effects on beneficial uses of waterbodies over 

the long term due to changes in water quality, streamflows or regional 

groundwater levels 

• potential extensive or major effects on social or economic well-being due to 

direct or indirect displacement of non-residential land use activities 

• potential for extensive displacement of residences or severance of residential 

access to community resources due to infrastructure development 

• potential significant effects on the amenity of a substantial number of 

residents, due to extensive or major, long-term changes in visual, noise and 

traffic conditions 

• potential exposure of a human community to severe or chronic health or 

safety hazards over the short or long term, due to emissions to air or water or 

noise or chemical hazards or associated transport 

• potential extensive or major effects on Aboriginal cultural heritage 

• potential extensive or major effects on cultural heritage places listed on the 

Heritage Register or the Archaeological Inventory under the Heritage Act 

1995. 
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Referral criteria: individual potential 

environmental effects 

Individual types of potential effects on the 

environment that might be of regional or State 

significance, and therefore warrant referral of a 

project, are: 

• potential clearing of 10 ha or more of native 

vegetation from an area that: 

– is of an Ecological Vegetation Class identified as 

endangered by the Department of Sustainability 

and Environment (in accordance with Appendix 

2 of Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management 

Framework); or 

– is, or is likely to be, of very high conservation 

significance (as defined in accordance with 

Appendix 3 of Victoria’s Native Vegetation 

Management Framework); and 

– is not authorised under an approved Forest 

Management Plan or Fire Protection Plan 

• potential long-term loss of a significant 

proportion (e.g. 1 to 5 percent depending on 

the conservation status of the species) of known 

remaining habitat or population of a threatened 

species within Victoria 

• potential long-term change to the ecological 

character of a wetland listed under the Ramsar 

Convention or in ‘A Directory of Important 

Wetlands in Australia’ 

• potential extensive or major effects on the health 

or biodiversity of aquatic, estuarine or marine 

ecosystems, over the long term 

• potential extensive or major effects on the health, 

safety or well-being of a human community, due 

to emissions to air or water or chemical hazards or 

displacement of residences 

• potential greenhouse gas emissions exceeding 

200,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per 

annum, directly attributable to the operation of 

the facility. 
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Appendix 3 - Permitted vegetation clearing pathways 
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Appendix 4 – NVIM Report 



Native vegetation removal report 

Native vegetation removal report - report ID 352-20211126-006 

 

 

 

A report to support an application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation in the 
Basic Assessment Pathway using the modelled condition score 

 
This report provides information to support an application to remove native vegetation in accordance with 
the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. The report is not an assessment 
by DELWP or local council of the proposed native vegetation removal. Biodiversity information and offset 
requirements have been calculated using modelled condition scores contained in the Native vegetation 
condition map. 

 
Date and time: 26 November 2021 13:18 PM  

Lat./Long.: -38.2967271581693,145.22146378584 Native vegetation report ID: 

Address: Address unknown 352-20211126-006 

 

Assessment pathway 
 

The assessment pathway and reason for the assessment pathway 
 

Assessment pathway Basic Assessment Pathway 

Extent of past plus 
proposed native 
vegetation removal 

0.001 hectares 

No. large trees 0 large tree(s) 

Location category Location 1 
 

The native vegetation is not in an area mapped as an endangered Ecological Vegetation Class, 
sensitive wetland or coastal area. Removal of less than 0.5 hectares will not have a significant 
impact on any habitat for a rare or threatened species. 

 

 
Offset requirement 

 
 

The offset requirement that will apply if the native vegetation is approved to be removed 

 
Offset type General offset 

Offset amount 0.002 general habitat units 

Offset attributes 
 

Vicinity Port Phillip And Westernport Catchment Management Authority (CMA) or Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council 

Minimum strategic biodiversity 
value score 

0.616 

Large trees 0 large tree(s) 
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Biodiversity information about the native vegetation 

Description of any past native vegetation removal 
Any native vegetation that was approved to be removed, or was removed without the required approvals, on the same property or 
on contiguous land in the same ownership, in the five year period before the application to remove native vegetation is lodged is 
detailed below. 

 
 

Permit/PIN number Extent of native vegetation (hectares) 

None entered 0 hectares 

 
Description of the native vegetation proposed to be removed 

 

Extent of all mapped native vegetation 0.001 hectares 

Condition score of all mapped native vegetation 0.620 

Strategic biodiversity value score of all mapped native vegetation 0.770 

Extent of patches native vegetation 0.001 hectares 

1 0.001 hectares 

Extent of scattered trees 0 hectares 

No. large trees within patches 0 large tree(s) 

No. large scattered trees 0 large tree(s) 

No. small scattered trees 0 small tree(s) 

 
Additional information about trees to be removed, shown in Figure 1 

 

Tree ID Tree circumference (cm) Benchmark 
circumference (cm) 

Scattered / Patch Tree size 

N/A 
 



Native vegetation removal report 

Native vegetation removal report - report ID 352-20211126-006 

 

 

 

Other information 
 
 

Applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must include all the below information. If an 
appropriate response has not been provided the application is not complete. 

 

Photographs of the native vegetation to be removed 
Recent, dated photographs of the native vegetation to be removed must be provided with the application. All photographs must 
be clear, show whether the vegetation is a patch of native vegetation or scattered trees, and identify any large trees. If the area 
of native vegetation to be removed is large, provide photos that are indicative of the native vegetation. 

Ensure photographs are attached to the application. If appropriate photographs have not been provided the application is not 
complete. 

 

Topographical and land information 

Description of the topographic and land information relating to the native vegetation to be removed, including any ridges, crests 
and hilltops, wetlands and waterways, slopes of more than 20 percent, drainage lines, low lying areas, saline discharge areas, 
and areas of existing erosion, as appropriate. This may be represented in a map or plan. This is an application requirement 
and your application will be incomplete without it. 

 

 

Avoid and minimise statement 

This statement describes what has been done to avoid the removal of, and minimise impacts on the biodiversity and other values 
of native vegetation. This is an application requirement and your application will be incomplete without it. 

 

 

Defendable space statement 

Where the removal of native vegetation is to create defendable space, a written statement explaining why the removal of native 
vegetation is necessary. This statement must have regard to other available bushfire risk mitigation measures. This statement is 
not required if your application also includes an application under the Bushfire Management Overlay. 

 

 

Offset statement 

An offset statement that demonstrates that an offset is available and describes how the required offset will be secured. This is an 
application requirement and your application will be incomplete without it. 

 

The vegetation to be removed is on the level area of the road reserve of Long island Rd. There are no erosion or saline 
discharge concerns. 

Two new poles were micro sited to avoid native vegetation and a 3rd pole is no longer required and as a consequence avoids the 
removal of native vegetation. One existing pole stay requires replacement and there are no other options to avoid. 

Not applicable 

Relevant offsets will be secured once approval for the removal of native vegetation is issued. United Energy will utilise a 
registered offset broker to undertake the trade. 

Evidence of the secured offsets (allocated credit extracts or executed first party offset agreements) for all endorsed projects 
for the financial year must be provided to the relevant DELWP region annually by the 31 August.  
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Next steps 
 

Applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must address all the application requirements 
specified in Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation.If you wish to remove 
the mapped native vegetation you are required to apply for a permit from your local council. This Native 
vegetation removal reportmust be submitted with your application and meets most of the application 
requirements. The following needs to be added as applicable. 

Property Vegetation Plan 

Landowners can manage native vegetation on their property in the longer term by developing a Property Vegetation 
Plan (PVP) and entering in to an agreement with DELWP. 

If an approved PVP applies to the land, ensure the PVP is attached to the application. 

 
Applications under Clause 52.16 

An application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation is under Clause 52.16 if a Native Vegetation Precinct Plan 
(NVPP) applies to the land, and the proposed native vegetation removal is not in accordance with the relevant 
NVPP. If this is the case, a statement that explains how the proposal responds to the NVPP considerations must be 
provided. 

If the application is under Clause 52.16, ensure a statement that explains how the proposal responds to the NVPP 
considerations is attached to the application. 

 

 
 

© The State of Victoria Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
Melbourne 2021. 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence. 
You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on the condition that you credit the 
State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any images, photographs or 
branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the Victorian Government logo and 
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning logo. To view a copy of 
this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed.en 

 

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne. 

For more information contact the DELWP Customer Service Centre 136 186 

 
 

www.delwp.vic.gov.au 

Disclaimer 
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and 
its employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any 
kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore 
disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may 
arise from you relying on any information in this publication. 

 

Obtaining this publication does not guarantee that an application will meet 
the requirements of Clauses 52.16 or 52.17 of planning schemes in 
Victoria or that a permit to remove native vegetation will be granted. 

 

Notwithstanding anything else contained in this publication, you must 
ensure that you comply with all relevant laws, legislation, awards or orders 
and that you obtain and comply with all permits, approvals and the like that 
affect, are applicable or are necessary to undertake any action to remove, 
lop or destroy or otherwise deal with any native vegetation or that apply to 
matters within the scope of Clauses 52.16 or 52.17 of planning schemes in 
Victoria. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed.en
http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/
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 Figure 1 - Map of native vegetation to be removed, destroyed or lopped  
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Figure 2 - Map of property in context 
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Figure 3 - Biodiversity information maps 
 



Native vegetation removal report 

Native vegetation removal report - report ID 352-20211126-006 

 

 

 

 



Native vegetation removal report 

Native vegetation removal report - report ID 352-20211126-006 

 

 

 

 



Native vegetation removal report 

Native vegetation removal report - report ID 352-20211126-006 

 

 

Appendix 1 - Details of offset requirements 
 

 

Native vegetation to be removed 
 

Extent of all 
mapped native 
vegetation (for 
calculating habitat 
hectares) 

0.001 The area of land covered by a patch of native vegetation and/or a scattered tree, measured in hectares. 
Where the mapped native vegetation includes scattered trees, each tree is assigned a standard extent and 
converted to hectares. A small scattered tree is assigned a standard extent defined by a circle with a 10 
metre radius and a large scattered tree a circle with a 15 metre radius. 

  The extent of all mapped native vegetation is an input to calculating the habitat hectares. 

Condition score* 0.620 The condition score of native vegetation is a site-based measure that describes how close native vegetation 
is to its mature natural state. The condition score is the weighted average condition score of the mapped 
native vegetation calculated using the Native vegetation condition map. 

Habitat hectares 0.001 Habitat hectares is a site-based measure that combines extent and condition of native vegetation. It is 
calculated by multiplying the extent of native vegetation by the condition score: 

Habitat hectares = extent x condition score 

Strategic 
biodiversity value 
score 

0.770 The strategic biodiversity value score represents the complementary contribution to Victoria's biodiversity of a 
location, relative to other locations across the state. This score is the weighted average strategic biodiversity 
value score of the mapped native vegetation calculated using the Strategic biodiversity value map. 

General landscape 
factor 

0.885 The general landscape factor is an adjusted strategic biodiversity value score. It has been adjusted to reduce 
the influence of landscape scale information on the general habitat score. 

General habitat 
score 

0.001 The general habitat score combines site-based and landscape scale information to obtain an overall 
measure of the biodiversity value of the native vegetation. The general habitat score is calculated as follows: 

General habitat score = habitat hectares x general landscape factor 

* Offset requirements for partial removal: If your proposal is to remove parts of the native vegetation in a patch (for example only understorey plants) the condition 
score must be adjusted. This will require manual editing of the condition score and an update to the calculations that the native vegetation removal tool has provided: 
habitat hectares, general habitat score and offset amount. 

 

Offset requirements 
 

Offset type General 
offset 

A general offset is required when the removal of native vegetation does not have a significant impact on 
any habitat for rare or threatened species. All proposals in the Basic and Intermediate assessment 
pathways will only require a general offset. 

Offset multiplier 1.5 This multiplier is used to address the risk that the predicted outcomes for gain will not be achieved, and 
therefore will not adequately compensate the biodiversity loss from the removal of native vegetation. 

Offset amount 
(general habitat 
units) 

0.002 The general habitat units are the amount of offset that must be secured if the application is approved. This 
offset requirement will be a condition to any permit or approval for the removal of native vegetation. 

General habitat units required = general habitat score x 1.5 

Minimum strategic 
biodiversity value 
score 

0.616 The offset site must have a strategic biodiversity value score of at least 80 per cent of the strategic 
biodiversity value score of the native vegetation to be removed. This is to ensure offsets are located in 
areas with a strategic biodiversity value that is comparable to the native vegetation to be removed. 

Vicinity Port Phillip 
And 
Westernport 
CMA or 
Mornington 
Peninsula 
Shire 
Council 

The offset site must be located within the same Catchment Management Authority boundary or municipal 
district as the native vegetation to be removed. 

Large trees 0 large tree 
(s) 

The offset site must protect at least one large tree for every large tree removed. A large tree is a native 
canopy tree with a Diameter at Breast Height greater than or equal to the large tree benchmark for the local 
Ecological Vegetation Class. A large tree can be either a large scattered tree or a large patch tree. 

 


