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Power back
in our hands

By Simon Ruppert

Savings: From
July 1 Victorians
switching their
energy plan to
the state
government’s
‘‘Default Offer’’
will see savings
on their bills of
up to $450 for
individuals and
$2050 for small
businesses.

Victorians could finally
see a reduction in energy
bills thanks to a state gov-
ernment initiative, which
was released as part of last
week’s budget.

Privitisation of the
energy market has been an
unprecedented failure with
Australia experiencing
some of the highest energy
bills in the developed world.

However, with the state
government setting up the
first-ever Victorian Default
Offer, the public can poten-
tially see savings of up to
$450 per year.

More than 130 000 Victor-
ian households will benefit
from July 1, when they are
switched to the Victorian
Default Offer from their
current costly standing
offers.

And Victorian small busi-
nesses will see even higher
savings with more than
30 000 also projected to
make savings of between
$1380 and $2050 a year.

A Benalla business own-
er, who asked not to be
named, said the reduction
would only be a small
amount of all costs incurred
in a year — but it could
make a difference to small-
er businesses.

‘‘With small businesses
and start-ups there are so
many costs,’’ she said.

‘‘A $1000 to $2000 cut
isn’t necessarily a big sav-
ing, but it could mean you
can keep an extra staff
member on, or you will be
able to keep more stock to
offer more options to cus-
tomers.

‘‘It’s small breaks here
and there that allow you to
keep the doors open when
you first set up a business.

‘‘So that small amount
could mean that a small
business can survive and
grow into a big business.’’

Energy, Environment
and Climate Change Minis-
ter Lily D’Ambrosio said
the new Default Offer was
in line with advice from the
Essential Services Commis-
sion.

‘‘We’ve set a fair price
based on advice from the
experts — delivering auto-
matic savings for thousands
of Victorian households
and small businesses from
July 1,’’ Ms D’Ambrosio
said.

‘‘This is one of the biggest
reforms to the energy sector
in over a decade — and it’s
not just available to people
currently on standing

offers, anyone can ask for
the Victorian Default Offer.

‘‘This is just one of the
ways we’re putting power
back into the hands of Vic-
torians, as we put solar on
770 000 homes and cut the
cost of energy.’’

From July 1, Victorians
can ditch confusing, costly
electricity offers and choose
the Victorian Default Offer,
a fair price on energy that
has been assessed by
experts.

The new measure is part
of the state government’s
final response to the biparti-
san Independent Review of
the Electricity and Gas
Retail Markets in Victoria.

Ms D’Ambrosio said in
addition, the Solar Homes
package was helping Victo-
rians take control of their
energy bills by rolling out
solar panels, solar hot
water or solar batteries to
770 000 homes in the next
10 years.

‘‘The Labor Government
has also helped more than
200 000 people compare
their energy offer through
our $50 Power Saving
Bonus, with Victorians who
use the site saving an aver-
age of $330 on their energy
bills in the first year alone,’’
Ms D’Ambrosio said.
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ENROL MIDYEAR TO BEGIN YOUR NEW 
CAREER IN 2020!

NO HIDDEN COSTS, $400 FLAT FEE*, $80 CONCESSION FOR THIS COURSE.

*To eligible Skills First Funded applicants. This training is delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government Funding

The Centre for Continuing Education Inc. Reg No. A0001858K 
A Child Safe Organisation  |  TOID 4172  |  thecentre.vic.edu.au 

Our successful partnership with local aged care facilities has seen learners
study on campus and then apply their skills in industry the very next day.

CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support
(Ageing, Home and Community)

Phone 1300 843 236 or visit thecentre.vic.edu.au
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5 June 2019 

 

Dennis O'Brien 
Winton Wetlands  
PO Box 219  
Benalla VIC 3671 

Dear Dennis 

Invitation to Solar Farm Proposal Community Consultation 
Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

1.0 Introduction 

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd (AECOM) acts on behalf of our client, South Energy in relation to two 
upcoming planning permit applications for the use and development of two solar farms; Kennedys 
Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm. Both proposed solar farms are located in proximity to 
the Winton Wetlands.  

With great respect to your effort and dedication to the region, we wish to inform the Winton Wetlands 
Committee of Management of the upcoming planning applications to ensure that members are aware 
of both proposals and are given the opportunity to provide feedback on the projects.  

Community consultation is a key next step for the proposals and will help to inform the design and 
delivery of the projects. An information session about the proposed solar farms will be held at the 
Mokoan Hub and Café at 4pm to 7pm on Thursday, 13 June 2019. AECOM and South Energy would 
like to formally invite members of the Winton Wetlands Committee of Management to the information 
session and welcome member’s comments on the proposed solar farms.  

2.0 Site and Project Overviews 

In response to the Australian Government’s initiative to mitigate the risk of climate change and global 
warming, the purpose of the proposed projects is to supply green electricity generated from solar 
irradiation into the National Energy Market. The projects will contribute significantly to Australian and 
Victorian renewable energy targets by reducing carbon dioxide emissions by approximately 547,000 
tonnes a year in total. The following two sections provide an overview of each solar farm.   

2.1.1 Kennedys Creek Solar Farm  

The Kennedys Creek Solar Farm will be located at: 

 Murray Road, Benalla; 

 51 Nelson Road, Benalla; 

 67 Nelson Road, Benalla 

 125 Nelson Road, Benalla; and  

 284 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  

The site is located within the Industrial 1 Zone and the Farming Zone. Currently, it is being used for 
broad acre farming. Upon completion, the project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 145 
megawatts (MW), providing green electricity to approximately 51,000 households each year.  

2.1.2 Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

The Lake Mokoan Solar Farm will be located at: 

 892 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road; 

 81 Lake Mokoan Road, Goorambat; and  

 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  

The project is approximately 4 kilometres north of the proposed Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and is 
situated to the west of the Winton Wetlands. The project is located wholly within the Farming Zone and 
is also currently used for broad acre farming.  
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The project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 115 MW and is anticipated to provide 
green electricity to approximately 41,000 households each year.  

Figure 1 Location of Kennedys Creek Solar Farm (south) and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm (north). 

 

3.0 What’s Next? 

Both of the chosen sites have been deemed suitable for development of a solar farm due to their 
topography and proximity to existing infrastructure.   

We understand the importance of community engagement to ensure that local opinions, perspectives 
and ideas are heard and considered by the projects. Once we have considered the feedback received 
from all stakeholders, it is anticipated that the planning application will be submitted to Benalla Rural 
City Council in July 2019.    

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the projects, please do not hesitate to contact Jo 
Barnett on 9653 2618 or Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com or visit our website 
www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au or www.lakemokoansolar.com.au.  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Jo Barnett  

Senior Urban Planner  
Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com  
Mobile: +61 429 392 946 
Direct Dial: +61 3 9653 2618 
Direct Fax: +61 3 9654 7117 

mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com
http://www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au/
http://www.lakemokoansolar.com.au/
mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com


 AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 

Level 10, Tower Two 

727 Collins Street 

Melbourne VIC 3008 

Australia 

www.aecom.com 

+61 3 9653 1234  tel 

+61 3 9654 7117  fax 

ABN 20 093 846 925 

 

 

  
 

5 June 2019 

 

Andie Guerin 
Regent Honeyeater Project Inc.  
PO Box 124  
Benalla VIC 3672 

Dear Andie 

Invitation to Solar Farm Proposal Community Consultation 
Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

1.0 Introduction 

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd (AECOM) acts on behalf of our client, South Energy in relation to two 
upcoming planning permit applications for the use and development of two solar farms; Kennedys 
Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm.  

We recognise that the Regent Honeyeater Project works exclusively in the Lurg Hills, which is in close 
proximity to Benalla and the locations of the proposed solar farms. With great respect to your effort 
and dedication to the region, we wish to inform members of the Regent Honeyeater Project of the 
upcoming planning applications to ensure that members are aware of the proposals and are given the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the projects.  

Community consultation is a key next step for the proposals and will help to inform the design and 
delivery of the projects. An information session about the proposed solar farms will be held at the 
Mokoan Hub and Café at 4pm to 7pm on Thursday, 13 June 2019. AECOM and South Energy would 
like to formally invite members of the Regent Honeyeater Project to the information session and 
welcome member’s comments on the proposed solar farms.  

2.0 Site and Project Overviews 

In response to the Australian Government’s initiative to mitigate the risk of climate change and global 
warming, the purpose of the proposed projects is to supply green electricity generated from solar 
irradiation into the National Energy Market. The projects will contribute significantly to Australian and 
Victorian renewable energy targets by reducing carbon dioxide emissions by approximately 547,000 
tonnes a year in total. The following two sections provide an overview of each solar farm.  

2.1.1 Kennedys Creek Solar Farm  

The Kennedys Creek Solar Farm will be located at: 

 Murray Road, Benalla; 

 51 Nelson Road, Benalla; 

 67 Nelson Road, Benalla 

 125 Nelson Road, Benalla; and  

 284 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  

The site is located within the Industrial 1 Zone and the Farming Zone. Currently, it is being used for 
broad acre farming. Upon completion, the project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 145 
megawatts (MW), providing green electricity to approximately 51,000 households each year.  

2.1.2 Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

The Lake Mokoan Solar Farm will be located at: 

 892 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road; 

 81 Lake Mokoan Road, Goorambat; and  

 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  
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The project is approximately 4 kilometres north of the proposed Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and is 
situated to the west of the Winton Wetlands. The project is located wholly within the Farming Zone and 
is also currently used for broad acre farming.  

This project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 115 MW and is anticipated to provide 
green electricity to approximately 41,000 households each year. 

 

Figure 1 Location of Kennedys Creek Solar Farm (south) and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm (north). 

 

3.0 What’s Next? 

Both of the chosen sites have been deemed suitable for development of a solar farm due to their 
topography and proximity to existing infrastructure.   

We understand the importance of community engagement to ensure that local opinions, perspectives 
and ideas are heard and considered by the projects. Once we have considered the feedback received 
from all stakeholders, it is anticipated that the planning application will be submitted to Benalla Rural 
City Council in July 2019.   

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the projects, please do not hesitate to contact Jo 
Barnett on 9653 2618 or Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com or visit our website 
www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au or www.lakemokoansolar.com.au.  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Jo Barnett  
Senior Urban Planner  
Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com  
Mobile: +61 429 392 946 
Direct Dial: +61 3 9653 2618 
Direct Fax: +61 3 9654 7117 

mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com
http://www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au/
http://www.lakemokoansolar.com.au/
mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com


 
 

Level 19, 303 Collins Street, Melbourne VIC 3000 

Tel +613 8842 6888 | Fax +613 8640 0706 

www.southenergy.com.au 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

  

We are a renewable energy developer currently proposing a solar farm project at the corner 

of Benalla-Yarrawonga Road and Nelson Road, as part of the Victorian Government’s initiative 

to deliver clean, renewable and sustainable energy for future generations. With great respect 

to the local people, we wish to invite you to our Community Information Drop-In Session 

regarding the upcoming solar farm proposal on Thursday, 13 June 2019 between 3.30 – 

6.30pm at Mokoan Hub & Cafe.  

  

For any reason you were not able to attend or meet when we were in town, we are keen to 

hear from you and answer any questions you might have. Your input will help inform a 

better plan for the project and together we can achieve a better outcome with the 

community.  

 

If you would like to make an enquiry or to have a discussion, please feel free to contact us 

via (03) 8842 6888 or email kennedyscreek@southenergy.com.au. Alternatively, you may 

also visit our website www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au for more details on the project. 

  

On behalf of South Energy, I would like to thank you for your time and support and we look 

forward to hearing from you soon. 

  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

David Huang 

Project Manager 

mailto:kennedyscreek@southenergy.com.au
mailto:kennedyscreek@southenergy.com.au
http://www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au/
http://www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au/


Power back
in our hands

By Simon Ruppert

Savings: From
July 1 Victorians
switching their
energy plan to
the state
government’s
‘‘Default Offer’’
will see savings
on their bills of
up to $450 for
individuals and
$2050 for small
businesses.

Victorians could finally
see a reduction in energy
bills thanks to a state gov-
ernment initiative, which
was released as part of last
week’s budget.

Privitisation of the
energy market has been an
unprecedented failure with
Australia experiencing
some of the highest energy
bills in the developed world.

However, with the state
government setting up the
first-ever Victorian Default
Offer, the public can poten-
tially see savings of up to
$450 per year.

More than 130 000 Victor-
ian households will benefit
from July 1, when they are
switched to the Victorian
Default Offer from their
current costly standing
offers.

And Victorian small busi-
nesses will see even higher
savings with more than
30 000 also projected to
make savings of between
$1380 and $2050 a year.

A Benalla business own-
er, who asked not to be
named, said the reduction
would only be a small
amount of all costs incurred
in a year — but it could
make a difference to small-
er businesses.

‘‘With small businesses
and start-ups there are so
many costs,’’ she said.

‘‘A $1000 to $2000 cut
isn’t necessarily a big sav-
ing, but it could mean you
can keep an extra staff
member on, or you will be
able to keep more stock to
offer more options to cus-
tomers.

‘‘It’s small breaks here
and there that allow you to
keep the doors open when
you first set up a business.

‘‘So that small amount
could mean that a small
business can survive and
grow into a big business.’’

Energy, Environment
and Climate Change Minis-
ter Lily D’Ambrosio said
the new Default Offer was
in line with advice from the
Essential Services Commis-
sion.

‘‘We’ve set a fair price
based on advice from the
experts — delivering auto-
matic savings for thousands
of Victorian households
and small businesses from
July 1,’’ Ms D’Ambrosio
said.

‘‘This is one of the biggest
reforms to the energy sector
in over a decade — and it’s
not just available to people
currently on standing

offers, anyone can ask for
the Victorian Default Offer.

‘‘This is just one of the
ways we’re putting power
back into the hands of Vic-
torians, as we put solar on
770 000 homes and cut the
cost of energy.’’

From July 1, Victorians
can ditch confusing, costly
electricity offers and choose
the Victorian Default Offer,
a fair price on energy that
has been assessed by
experts.

The new measure is part
of the state government’s
final response to the biparti-
san Independent Review of
the Electricity and Gas
Retail Markets in Victoria.

Ms D’Ambrosio said in
addition, the Solar Homes
package was helping Victo-
rians take control of their
energy bills by rolling out
solar panels, solar hot
water or solar batteries to
770 000 homes in the next
10 years.

‘‘The Labor Government
has also helped more than
200 000 people compare
their energy offer through
our $50 Power Saving
Bonus, with Victorians who
use the site saving an aver-
age of $330 on their energy
bills in the first year alone,’’
Ms D’Ambrosio said.
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ENROL MIDYEAR TO BEGIN YOUR NEW 
CAREER IN 2020!

NO HIDDEN COSTS, $400 FLAT FEE*, $80 CONCESSION FOR THIS COURSE.

*To eligible Skills First Funded applicants. This training is delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government Funding

The Centre for Continuing Education Inc. Reg No. A0001858K 
A Child Safe Organisation  |  TOID 4172  |  thecentre.vic.edu.au 

Our successful partnership with local aged care facilities has seen learners
study on campus and then apply their skills in industry the very next day.

CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support
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5 June 2019 

 

Andie Guerin 
Regent Honeyeater Project Inc.  
PO Box 124  
Benalla VIC 3672 

Dear Andie 

Invitation to Solar Farm Proposal Community Consultation 
Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

1.0 Introduction 

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd (AECOM) acts on behalf of our client, South Energy in relation to two 
upcoming planning permit applications for the use and development of two solar farms; Kennedys 
Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm.  

We recognise that the Regent Honeyeater Project works exclusively in the Lurg Hills, which is in close 
proximity to Benalla and the locations of the proposed solar farms. With great respect to your effort 
and dedication to the region, we wish to inform members of the Regent Honeyeater Project of the 
upcoming planning applications to ensure that members are aware of the proposals and are given the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the projects.  

Community consultation is a key next step for the proposals and will help to inform the design and 
delivery of the projects. An information session about the proposed solar farms will be held at the 
Mokoan Hub and Café at 4pm to 7pm on Thursday, 13 June 2019. AECOM and South Energy would 
like to formally invite members of the Regent Honeyeater Project to the information session and 
welcome member’s comments on the proposed solar farms.  

2.0 Site and Project Overviews 

In response to the Australian Government’s initiative to mitigate the risk of climate change and global 
warming, the purpose of the proposed projects is to supply green electricity generated from solar 
irradiation into the National Energy Market. The projects will contribute significantly to Australian and 
Victorian renewable energy targets by reducing carbon dioxide emissions by approximately 547,000 
tonnes a year in total. The following two sections provide an overview of each solar farm.  

2.1.1 Kennedys Creek Solar Farm  

The Kennedys Creek Solar Farm will be located at: 

 Murray Road, Benalla; 

 51 Nelson Road, Benalla; 

 67 Nelson Road, Benalla 

 125 Nelson Road, Benalla; and  

 284 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  

The site is located within the Industrial 1 Zone and the Farming Zone. Currently, it is being used for 
broad acre farming. Upon completion, the project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 145 
megawatts (MW), providing green electricity to approximately 51,000 households each year.  

2.1.2 Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

The Lake Mokoan Solar Farm will be located at: 

 892 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road; 

 81 Lake Mokoan Road, Goorambat; and  

 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  
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The project is approximately 4 kilometres north of the proposed Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and is 
situated to the west of the Winton Wetlands. The project is located wholly within the Farming Zone and 
is also currently used for broad acre farming.  

This project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 115 MW and is anticipated to provide 
green electricity to approximately 41,000 households each year. 

 

Figure 1 Location of Kennedys Creek Solar Farm (south) and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm (north). 

 

3.0 What’s Next? 

Both of the chosen sites have been deemed suitable for development of a solar farm due to their 
topography and proximity to existing infrastructure.   

We understand the importance of community engagement to ensure that local opinions, perspectives 
and ideas are heard and considered by the projects. Once we have considered the feedback received 
from all stakeholders, it is anticipated that the planning application will be submitted to Benalla Rural 
City Council in July 2019.   

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the projects, please do not hesitate to contact Jo 
Barnett on 9653 2618 or Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com or visit our website 
www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au or www.lakemokoansolar.com.au.  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Jo Barnett  
Senior Urban Planner  
Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com  
Mobile: +61 429 392 946 
Direct Dial: +61 3 9653 2618 
Direct Fax: +61 3 9654 7117 

mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com
http://www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au/
http://www.lakemokoansolar.com.au/
mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com
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5 June 2019 

 

Dennis O'Brien 
Winton Wetlands  
PO Box 219  
Benalla VIC 3671 

Dear Dennis 

Invitation to Solar Farm Proposal Community Consultation 
Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

1.0 Introduction 

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd (AECOM) acts on behalf of our client, South Energy in relation to two 
upcoming planning permit applications for the use and development of two solar farms; Kennedys 
Creek Solar Farm and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm. Both proposed solar farms are located in proximity to 
the Winton Wetlands.  

With great respect to your effort and dedication to the region, we wish to inform the Winton Wetlands 
Committee of Management of the upcoming planning applications to ensure that members are aware 
of both proposals and are given the opportunity to provide feedback on the projects.  

Community consultation is a key next step for the proposals and will help to inform the design and 
delivery of the projects. An information session about the proposed solar farms will be held at the 
Mokoan Hub and Café at 4pm to 7pm on Thursday, 13 June 2019. AECOM and South Energy would 
like to formally invite members of the Winton Wetlands Committee of Management to the information 
session and welcome member’s comments on the proposed solar farms.  

2.0 Site and Project Overviews 

In response to the Australian Government’s initiative to mitigate the risk of climate change and global 
warming, the purpose of the proposed projects is to supply green electricity generated from solar 
irradiation into the National Energy Market. The projects will contribute significantly to Australian and 
Victorian renewable energy targets by reducing carbon dioxide emissions by approximately 547,000 
tonnes a year in total. The following two sections provide an overview of each solar farm.   

2.1.1 Kennedys Creek Solar Farm  

The Kennedys Creek Solar Farm will be located at: 

 Murray Road, Benalla; 

 51 Nelson Road, Benalla; 

 67 Nelson Road, Benalla 

 125 Nelson Road, Benalla; and  

 284 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  

The site is located within the Industrial 1 Zone and the Farming Zone. Currently, it is being used for 
broad acre farming. Upon completion, the project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 145 
megawatts (MW), providing green electricity to approximately 51,000 households each year.  

2.1.2 Lake Mokoan Solar Farm  

The Lake Mokoan Solar Farm will be located at: 

 892 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road; 

 81 Lake Mokoan Road, Goorambat; and  

 Benalla-Yarrawonga Road, Benalla.  

The project is approximately 4 kilometres north of the proposed Kennedys Creek Solar Farm and is 
situated to the west of the Winton Wetlands. The project is located wholly within the Farming Zone and 
is also currently used for broad acre farming.  
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The project is expected to have a network capacity of up to 115 MW and is anticipated to provide 
green electricity to approximately 41,000 households each year.  

Figure 1 Location of Kennedys Creek Solar Farm (south) and Lake Mokoan Solar Farm (north). 

 

3.0 What’s Next? 

Both of the chosen sites have been deemed suitable for development of a solar farm due to their 
topography and proximity to existing infrastructure.   

We understand the importance of community engagement to ensure that local opinions, perspectives 
and ideas are heard and considered by the projects. Once we have considered the feedback received 
from all stakeholders, it is anticipated that the planning application will be submitted to Benalla Rural 
City Council in July 2019.    

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the projects, please do not hesitate to contact Jo 
Barnett on 9653 2618 or Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com or visit our website 
www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au or www.lakemokoansolar.com.au.  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Jo Barnett  

Senior Urban Planner  
Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com  
Mobile: +61 429 392 946 
Direct Dial: +61 3 9653 2618 
Direct Fax: +61 3 9654 7117 

mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com
http://www.kennedyscreeksolar.com.au/
http://www.lakemokoansolar.com.au/
mailto:Joanna.Barnett@aecom.com
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