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We celebrate the physical and spiritual connections between
Indigenous people and place expressed through the Birrarung Wilam
(Common Ground) art project on the banks of Melbourne’s Yarra River

Acknowledgement of Country

Cogency acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we meet, work and
write, the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung peoples of the Kulin nation, and their connections to land, sea, and
community. We pay our respect to their Elders past and present and emerging.

Cogency also extends that respect and acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of Winton, the Yorta Yorta
We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing connection with the land and
waterways. We also recognise the resilience, strength, and pride of the Yorta Yorta and First Nations
communities and acknowledge that Sovereignty was never ceded.
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Executive Summary

Winton Renewable Energy Stability and Storage Terminal Pty Ltd (WRESST Pty Ltd) (the Proponent) has
engaged Cogency Australia Pty Ltd (Cogency), a planning and engagement consultancy, to prepare the
attached planning permit application for the Winton Renewable Energy Stability and Storage Terminal
(WRESST) to be lodged with the Minister for Planning (the Responsible Authority) for approval.

This planning permit application report supports an application for the use and development of land for a
‘Utility installation’ (land used to transmit, distribute, or store power), a battery energy storage system (BESS)
known as the WRESST (the Proposal), located in Winton, Victoria. The Proposal will have an operational
capacity of up to 400 MW/1600 MWh.

Located within the proposed Central North Renewable Energy Zone', the Proposal is predominantly sited at
576 Winton-Glenrowan Road, Winton, VIC 3673. It comprises the following areas:

» Lots1and 2 of Title Plan 836611 - land on which the BESS and ancillary infrastructure are predominantly
proposed

= Lot 1ofTitle Plan 381841 and Lot 1 of Title Plan 345760 - land required for the underground transmission
cable and connection into the Glenrowan Terminal Station

= Winton-Glenrowan Road Reserve - land required for road access.

Together, these areas form the ‘Project Site'. The Project Site is ideally suited to a BESS and associated
infrastructure, due to the proximity to existing electrical infrastructure including the existing substation and
solar farms, minimal existing native vegetation, low quality agricultural land]and distance to nearby

dwellings. The Project Site is S”f'H{sek%tb‘{sé?iﬁ%{{&‘éﬁwa%@{ﬁ%&Wﬁi‘&hﬂé‘ sed for rural living and low-level
grazing. Of the 26-ha comprisifhg the ?691'&% é&ig,mg§éraﬁgﬂm§}ﬁlga will e used for the Proposal.

The purpose of this planning pgrmit agﬁlﬁgﬁ&?r@ggﬁ %ntg E?g\ﬁgeaﬁwe Responsible Authority and referral
authorities with comprehensivg infg%ta?'o%B@?Hénlgrgﬁ%%gsa&'&daeﬁ glggessrwent against the Benalla Planning
Scheme (Planning Scheme). This mlc):]i% lglg&%ﬂs%lﬁvgﬁ%nﬂggiéngiilggaconsuItant team, design features,
potential impacts and mitigati )nglaqlﬁ 88?7% %‘riiél%ﬂ%%g\}lasrﬁ? Q{S?P@éulations, plans, land use controls,

C

and guidelines, contained withjn the rﬂ%ﬁ%‘?ﬁ%‘g cehmné?ly reach any

copyright
The Proposal is for the use of ‘Utility installation’ and is categorised as a Sectlon 2 (permit required) use within
the Farming Zone (FZ). Part of the Development Area is also within the Transport Zone 3 (Significant
Municipal Road) (TRZ3) and Special Use Zone 4 (SUZ4). The planning permit triggers are summarised in
Table ES.1.

The Proposal, representing an approximately $650-$850 million investment, includes ancillary infrastructure
(including a substation and associated electrical infrastructure and an underground transmission connection
to the existing Glenrowan Terminal Station), and ancillary works, such as new access points and internal
tracks, native vegetation removal, security fencing, drainage, earthworks, and vegetation screening.

The Proposal has been carefully sited and designed to avoid significant environmental or community
impacts. It will contribute to Victoria's energy storage targets, provide essential grid stability services, and
deliver economic benefits to the local region. By providing more reliable and affordable energy, it aligns with
a number of State, Regional, and Local policies of the Benalla Planning Scheme, including energy generation,
economic development, and infrastructure. As a result, it is considered that the application complies with the
Benalla Planning Scheme, and we respectfully submit that a permit should be issued.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

'The Central North Renewable Energy Zone has not been formally declared by VicGrid.
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Table ES.1- Application Summary

Application Summary

Site

Address

576 Winton-Glenrowan Road, Winton VIC 3673

Title Description

Lot 2 TP836611 (BESS Area)

Lot 1 TP836611 (BESS Area)

Lot 1 TP381841 (Glenrowan Terminal Station point of connection)
Lot 1 TP345760 (CGlenrowan Terminal Station point of connection)
Winton-Glenrowan Road Reserve (Access)

Project Site area

26 ha

Development Area

6.5 ha

Municipality

Rural City of Benalla

Restrictions on title

TP836611 — Encumbering Easement (AU009263X, dated 2021)
TP836611 — Encumbering Easement (H912061)

Planning

Planning Scheme

Benalla Planning Scheme

Responsible Authority

Minister for Planning

Zones Clause 35.07 - Farming Zone (FZ) (BESS Area)
Schedule 4 To Clause 37.01 - Special Use Zone (SUZ4) (Glenrowan Terminal Station)
Clause 36.04 Transport Zone - Significant Municipal Road (TRZ3) (Access)

Overlays Clause 42.02 -Vegetation Protection Overlay

Relevant Particular
Provisions

Clause 52.05 Signs

Clause 52.06 Car Parking

Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation

Clause 53.22 Significant Economic Development

Permit triggers

Clause 35.07-1- Section 2 Use of land for a Utility Installation

Clause 35.07-4 — To construct or carry out buildings or works associated with a Section 2 Use
Clause 35.07-4 — Buildings or works within 5m of a boundary

Clause 35.07-4 — Earthworks that change the flow of water at a boundary

Clause 42.02-2 — To remove, destroy or lop any vegetation specified in a schedule to this
overlay

Clause 52.05-14 — To develop land for a business identification sign

Clause 52.06-6 — To provide number of car parking spaces required for other uses to the
satisfaction of the responsible authority (satisfaction matter)

Clause 52.17-1-To remove, destroy or lop native vegetation, including dead native vegetation

Notice and review

53.22-4 - Application is exempt from the decision requirements of section 64(1), (2) and (3) and
the review rights of section 82(1) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Relevant referral
requirements

66.02-2 — Secretary to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (as
constituted under Part 2 of the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987)

66.02-4 — Electricity transmission authority

66.02-7 - Victorian WorkCover Authority

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Glossary
ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics
AEMO Australian Energy Market Operator
BESS Battery Energy Storage System
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DEECA Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action
EPA Environment Protection Authority (Vic)
EPBC Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
IAP2 International Association for Public Participation
LGA Local Government Area
kv kilovolt
MER Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting
MW Megawatt
NEM National Electricity Market
O&M Operations and maintenance
PCS power conversion systems
REZ Renewable Energy Zone
Strategy Community and Stakeholder Engagement Strategy
WRESST Winton Renewable Energy Stability and Storage Terminal
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1. Introduction

Cogency Australia Pty Ltd (Cogency), on behalf of WRESST Pty Ltd (the Proponent), has prepared this report
to accompany a planning permit application for a utility-scale BESS and ancillary infrastructure
predominantly located at 576 Winton-Glenrowan Road, Winton, hereby referred to as the WRESST (the
Proposal). The Proponent and their experience are described in section 1.3 of this report.

This report outlines the Proposal, details the site and locality, and provides a detailed planning assessment of
the Proposal against the Planning Scheme and relevant policy and guidelines.

1.1 Proposal summary

The Proponent seeks to use and develop an area of land on an existing rural residential property in Winton,
Victoria, for a BESS.

The Proposal is located generally at 576 Winton-Glenrowan Road, Winton, identified as Lot 1and Lot 2 of Title
Plan 836611. Winton is located within the Benalla Rural City Local Government Area, part of the Hume and
North East Victorian Region. The Project Site is approximately 26 ha, comprising a 15 ha private landholding
(576 Winton-Glenrowan Road), the Glenrowan Terminal Station, and part of the Winton-Glenrowan Road
reserve.

The proposed WRESST will comprise the construction, operation, and decommissioning of a utility-scale BESS
with an operational capacity of up to 400 MW/1600 MWh. The Development Area within the Project Site will
be approximately 6.5 ha, which|includes the main BESS area and an undergfound transmission connection to

the Glenrowan Terminal Statio{esdeid ddeument to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

its consideration and review as

= Batteries, inverters and tfansfurhefsa planning process under the

L . Pla nirl% and Environment Act 1987.
= Switching station and assoat.?lteeg electrical |nfr?:lslt6%15teulr§éd for any

The Proposal will include:

ocument mus
= Underground transmissipon conpecpiosetwhichaxiayihgcidnanyan Terminal Station

* Auxiliary power supplies copyright

* Protection and control equipment
= Operations and maintenance building and site office
* Temporary construction laydown areas

» Access points and internal tracks

= Water storage systems and fire-fighting infrastructure ADVERT|SED
=  Security fencing and monitoring PLAN

=  Earthworks/benching
= Stormwater detention and drainage swales
= Landscaping/screening

= Associated uses, buildings and works

The Proposal may be staged, with part of the BESS built as a stage 1and the remainder as future stage or
stages. Refer to Figure 7 for the concept layout of the Proposal.

Planning permit triggers

The Project Site is subject to the Farming Zone (FZ), Special Use Zone — Schedule 4 (SUZ4), and the Transport
Zone - Schedule 3 (TRZ3). It is also within the Vegetation Protection Overlay — Schedule 3 (VPO3). For a
detailed assessment of the Proposal against the zones and overlay, refer to sections 6.4 and 6.5.

m 1
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The planning permit triggers are:
= Clause 35.07-1- Use of land for a utility installation
= Clause 35.07-4 - Buildings and works associated with a Section 2 Use
= Clause 35.07-4 - Buildings or works within 5 m of a boundary
= Clause 35.07-4 - Earthworks that change the flow of water at a boundary
= Clause 42.02-2 - To remove, destroy or lop any vegetation specified in a schedule to this overlay
= Clause 52.05-14 - Development of a business identification sign
* Clause 52.17-1- Removal of native vegetation

In addition, car parking must be provided to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority in accordance with
Clause 52.06-6.

Engagement

Engagement with immediate Proposal neighbours, the wider communities of Winton and Glenrowan, and
key stakeholders has been carried out through early planning and design of the WRESST, informed by a
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan adopting best practice engagement principles. Broadly,
community and stakeholder sentiment has been positive or neutral towards the Proposal. Concerns have
been voiced around cumulative and social impact of development in the area. This will be further analysed
through the WRESST Social Impact Assessment.

The following methods of engdgement were used to consult the community:

= Direct letter drops on 9 Agtiigcgpied document to be made available

. ) _ for the sole purpose of enablin .
= Door knocking of residents W|t|'w§ gm(%ltgwﬁ lf%lﬁatl%@?ew]a April 2026

»  One-on-one meetings wjth rkarbpheipapsirg process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

=  Community Drop-In Ses ;ioTpéeI&iO%hagmm@ #@f:[)eéaﬁ%la@gﬁaw Memorial Hall on 27 April 2026

=  Meeting with Winton angd GIenW@QSOGﬁh@W@QQS@@&hﬂ)ﬁe 202
copyright

O

=  Website with dedicated fontact details.

Key neighbours, the wider community and key stakeholders will continue to be engaged following
lodgement of the application, and through construction, operation and eventual decommissioning. Section 4
details the Community and Stakeholder approach for the Proposal and provides a summary of engagement
to date.

Strategic Benefit

The site and location of the Proposal have the following strategic advantages:
* Located on low-value agricultural land used for rural living

= Co-location with other energy infrastructure

=  Proximity to the existing Glenrowan Terminal Station ADVERT'SED
=  Minimal nearby sensitive receptors pLAN

=  Minimal vegetation removal required
* Low visibility from key vantage points, including the Hume Freeway

= Within a Renewable Energy Zone

The WRESST will provide a number of substantial benefits, including:

= Providing energy storage to support energy generation and grid reliability

m 2
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=  Contributing to a more affordable and reliable energy system
= Economic opportunities for local contractors and businesses during construction and operation

» Benefit-sharing framework to support the local community through direct investment into local
community or environmental projects.

Please refer to section 4 for more details on how the Proposal will provide benefits to the local community
and region.

Technical Consultants

In addition to Cogency, suitably qualified technical consultants have been engaged to assess and provide
input into the Proposal. Table 1 lists the specialist technical consultants who have contributed to the design
and assessment of the Proposal. A range of impact assessments have been prepared to accompany this
application (included as appendices) and should be read in conjunction with this Planning Report.

Table 1- Consultants

Proposal consultant | Technical expertise Assessment (refer to Appendices)

Peter Haack Landscape and visual impact Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Consultancy

SLR Consulting Pty Ltd | Noise Noise Impact Assessment

Dalton Consulting Hydrology Hydrology Assessment and Stormwater Management
Engineers Strategy

DM Ecological Ecolo FrotogrcatAssessment

Niche Aborig) ek R B HieEent to ble EUE HVATTARR/SSeSSMent

onemilegrid Transpprt for the sole purpose Of@mbﬁrﬁgn pact Assessment

NJM Design Bushfife risk its consideration and rg¥iearedsstudy

part of a planning process under the
Based on technical impact assessnlqmﬁ{geﬁf&wliéﬂﬁgﬁ{g%tm generate any unreasonable or
significant environmental or cammp iy diRastust not be used for any
. purpose which may breach any
1.2 Traditional Dwners  copyright

The Proposal is located on the Traditional Country of the Yorta Yorta people, whose traditional lands
encompassed the area between Cohuna and West Wodonga along the Victoria and NSW border. The Yorta
Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation (YYNAC) is the Registered Aboriginal Party for the region.

Whilst the Project Site is not located within an area of Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity, the Proponent
has elected to prepare a voluntary Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) to ensure that the cultural
values and heritage of the Traditional Custodians are appropriately recognised, respected, and protected
throughout the development process. The CHMP will be prepared by the appointed cultural heritage
consultant, Niche, in consultation with the YYNAC.

1.3 The Proponent

The Proponent is Winton Renewable Energy Stability and Storage Terminal Pty Ltd (WRESST Pty Ltd), an
Australian owned development business established for the purpose of developing and operating the
WRESST. WRESST Pty Ltd is led by some of Australia’s most experienced energy executives.

They are partnering with Grid-Link, a Melbourne based engineering consultancy, to design the WRESST and
facilitate grid connection.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

m 3




Planning Permit Application Report wgenCU

Project Site Plan —_— A
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o Version: 2.0
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Figure 1- Proposal Site Plan

CO ADVERTISED ;
PLAN



Planning Permit Application Report Cx)gency

2. Site Context and Analysis

The following section provides an overview of the site context and an analysis of the site conditions for the
Proposal.

2.1 Site Context

2.1.1 Overview

The Project Site is located at 576 Winton-Glenrowan Road in Winton, within the Rural City of Benalla Local
Government Area (LGA) in Victoria's Hume region. Currently, the Project Site is used for rural residential
purposes and is situated approximately 4.5 km north-east of Winton, 9 km south-west of Glenrowan, and

14 km north-east of Benalla. Additionally, it is about 5 km from the boundary of the Rural City of Wangaratta.

Winton is a small rural locality with a population of approximately 103 people (ABS, 2021). The township is best
known for Winton Motor Raceway and the nearby Winton Wetlands, both of which are significant regional
attractions.

Glenrowan is another rural township located within the Rural City of Wangaratta, with a population of
approximately 1,049 people (ABS, 2021). The town is historically significant for its strong association with Ned
Kelly, particularly as the site of his final siege and capture.

The broader local economy relies on agricultural production, tourism, and manufacturing. Key agricultural
sectors include prime lamb and beef production, dairy farming, and broadacre cropping. In recent years,
agriculture in the area has become more diversified, with increased activity in viticulture, more intensive
horticulture, and forestry. The municipality has experienced a significant increase in the uptake of renewable
energy projects.

The site is adjacent to the Winton Solar Farm along the southern and western boundaries of the site and the
Glenrowan Terminal Station to the east of the site. The site has direct access to the Winton-Glenrowan Road
(an arterial road) and the M31 Hume Freeway (a major national freeway).

The Winton Wetlands are located approximately 1.5 km north of the site, with the Hume Freeway in between.
The wetlands feature 32 distinct wetland zones and are home to a variety of flora and fauna species, including
180 species of birds. A restoration project to renew the wetland's ecology is currently underway.

Figure 2 below depicts the broader regional context surrounding the Project Site.

2.1.2 Surrounding land uses

Land uses surrounding the Project Site include:

= Renewable energy and electricity generation infrastructure to the west, south and east (Winton Solar
Farm and Glenrowan Terminal Station).

= Agricultural land, mainly consisting of grazing and some cropping.

= Transport infrastructure, including the Hume Freeway to the north

= Winton Wetlands to the north-east This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

ADVERTISED purpose Wl;ioc;lylfigltbreach any
PLAN

=  Townships, including Winton and Glenrowan.
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213 Nearby dwellings

The nearby area features a low density of dwellings, consistent with an area used predominantly for energy
generation and agriculture. There are a number of dwellings and potentially sensitive receptors in proximity
to the Project Site (Figure 3). There are 10 dwellings located within 2 km of the Project Site, with five of those
dwellings located within 1 km of the Project Site.

The following dwellings are located within 1 km of the Project Site:
* 6 Bowers Road, Winton, approximately 450 m to the north-west (Dwelling 2)
= 21 Bowers Road, Winton, approximately 680 m to the north-west (Dwelling 3)
= 84 Glenwest Lane, Winton, approximately 750 m to the south (Dwelling 4)
* 116 Lee Road, Winton, approximately 780 m to the north-east (Dwelling 5)

= 36 Eleven Mile Creek Road, Glenrowan West 850 m to the east (Dwelling 6).

It is noted that 84 Glenwest Lane contains a dwelling that is proposed to be removed as part of the approved
BESS for this land, known as Glenrowan BESS (refer to Figure 3).

2.1.4 Renewable Energy Zone

The Project Site is located within the proposed 2025 Victorian Transmission Plan Central North Renewable
Energy Zone (REZ), which promotes significant development of renewable energy generation, transmission,
and storage infrastructure. REZs are areas the state government has identified as having an abundance of
renewable energy resources, such as wind and solar, and are generally appropriate for development. They are
intended to encourage investment in renewable generation and storage projects to enable an orderly and
coordinated energy transition.

The Central North REZ has not been formally declared, and is subject to further consultation with the
community, industry and Traditional Owners. VicGrid is the responsible entity for planning and delivering the
Central North REZ.

Figure 4 and Figure 5 below depicts the location of the Proposal in relation to the Central North REZ.

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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215 Energy and transmission

The Project Site currently contains significant transmission and electrical infrastructure. The AusNet managed
Glenrowan Terminal Station is located immediately to the east of the Development Area and is connected to
220 kV/66 kV transmission and distribution power lines. The 220 kV Transmission Line runs just outside the
north-east corner of the Development Area.

The immediate and broader area surrounding the Project Site also hosts proposed, approved and operational
renewable energy projects. Table 2 sets out the details of nearby renewable energy projects (Figure ©).

Table 2 - Nearby renewable energy projects

Project Key information

Winton Solar Farm

Distance to Project: Adjacent
Capacity: 85 MW
Status: Operational since 2021

Developer: Fotowatio Renewable Ventures (FRV)

Winton Solar Farm abuts the southern and western
boundaries of the proposed BESS. The project received
development approval in 2018, and construction was
completed in January 2021.

Glenrowan West Solar Farm

Distance to Project: <1 km
Capacity: 149 MW

Status: Operational since 2021
Developer: WIRSOL Energy

Glenrowan West Solar Farm is within 1 km of the eastern
boundary of the proposed BESS. It has been operational
since March 2021, following a construction timeline of nine
months. It uses agrisolar for sustainable vegetation
management and is home to a sizeable flock of sheep.

Glenrowan BESS

Distance to Project: <1 km
Capacity: 400 MW/1,600 MWh
Status: Approved

Developer: Akaysha Energy

This copied document
for the sole purj
its consideratio

part of a planning

The approved Glenrowdn BESS is directly south of the
roposed BESS, adjacer]t to the Winton Solar Farm. The
g} gcmﬂ %M@é@b&et e existing Glenrowan Terminal
hasstenabBRES is bei g developed by Akaysha Energy in
ncomeoeawtan asth BZ Rénewables. Construction has not
prooessnmeder the

Mokoan Solar Farm (and BESS)
Distance to Project: <1 km
Capacity: 53 MW

Status: Operational since 2025

Developer: European Energy

Planning and Envirgynent 468 F87 is a 53 MW solar farm and BESS (40 MW)

The document must
purpose which 1

copy

rwtdlﬁﬂés@daﬂ%' AIYch has been predominantly used for

mary bargatthesmyject firsf began operation in December 2024

right has been fully operational since June 2025. Mokoan
Solar Farm 2 is the addifional solar expansion site to Mokoan

Solar Farm.

Winton BESS

Distance to Project: <1 km
Capacity: 120 MW

Status: Planning
Developer: Avenis Energy

Winton BESS is a proposed utility-scale BESS with a capacity
of up to 120 MW. A planning permit application is currently
being assessed by the Minister for Planning.

Glenrowan Solar Farm

Distance to Project: 4.5 km
Capacity: 130 MW

Status: Operational since 2024
Developer: Pacific Partnerships

The Glenrowan Solar Farm is an operating solar farm with a
capacity of up to 130 MW. It is located directly to the east of
Glenrowan West Solar Farm.

Chivers Road BESS
Distance to Project: 4.5km

Status: Planning
Developer: Pacific Partnerships

The Chivers Road BESS is collocated with the Glenrowan
Solar Farm. The proposed Chivers Road BESS will be located
on approximately 2.7 ha in the western corner of the site, at
the intersection of Chivers Road and Winton-Glenrowan
Road.

Winton North Solar Farm

Distance to Project: 4.2km
Status: Under construction
Developer: European Energy

The Winton North Solar Farm is an approved solar farm
being developed by European Energy. It is currently under
construction with an anticipated capacity of up to 130 MW
once operational.
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2.2 Site Analysis

The following sections provide an overview of the site conditions, including key features, topography,
infrastructure, and land uses applicable to the Project Site and immediate surrounds.

Certificates of Title for the Project Site are provided at Appendix A.

2.2.1 Overview

The Proposal is predominantly located on land at 576 Winton-Glenrowan Road and will also incorporate small
portions of land within the Glenrowan Terminal Station (for electrical connection) and the Winton-Glenrowan
Road reserve (for road access).

The land at 576 Winton-Glenrowan Road is a rural residential property with an overall area of approximately
15 ha. The Development Area will occupy approximately 6.5 ha within this broader landholding. A small farm
dam is located within the north-western corner of the Development Area, while an existing dwelling is
situated near the southern boundary of the property. The Project Site features a varying topography, sloping
toward a small hill near the border with the Terminal Station, and is largely cleared of vegetation, except for a
patch of Grey Box Woodland near the dwelling. An existing overhead transmission line cuts across the north-
east corner of the Development Area, connecting with the existing Terminal Station.

The Project Site was selected due to its proximity to the Glenrowan Terminal Station, existing transmission
infrastructure, and several nearby solar farm projects that are either approved or currently under
development. The dwelling located within the Project Site is an involved dwelling associated with the
development and will be removed as part of the Proposal. Within a 2 km radius of the Project Site, there are
approximately 10 sensitive receptors (dwellings), which present potential considerations relating to noise,
visual amenity, and community sentiment.

Refer to Table 3 for photographs of the site in its existing conditions.

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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Table 3 - Site photographs

2.2.2 Easements

The easements and caveats that apply to the Project Site are summarised in Table 4.

Table 4 - Easements and caveats

Property Address Parcel Easement Caveat Relevance to Proposal
576 Winton- Lot 1 of Title Plan Encumbering N/A Protects the existing 220kV
Glenrowan Road 836611 Easement transmission line route into the
(AU009263X, dated Terminal Station.
2021)
576 Winton- Lot 2 of Title Plan Encumbering N/A Protects the existing 220kV

Glenrowan Road

836611

Easement (H912061)

ADVERTISED

PLAN

transmission line route into the
Terminal Station.
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2.2.3 Access

Existing access to the Project Site is currently provided via a crossover from Winton-Glenrowan Road, located
near the north-western corner of the site. This leads to a private driveway up the hill to the rural dwelling.

Winton-Glenrowan Road is an arterial east-west road extending between Gladstone Street in Glenrowan to
the east and the Hume Freeway near Winton to the west. Adjacent to the Project Site, the road comprises a
single traffic lane in each direction with gravel shoulders on both sides. Adjacent to this road is the Hume
Freeway, a major national freeway linking Melbourne and Sydney. There is no direct access from the Freeway
to the Project Site.

2.2.4 Vegetation

The Project Site has been extensively cleared of native vegetation as a result of historical agricultural activities,
predominantly grazing. As such, the Project Site is primarily characterised by modified pastures containing a
mix of non-native pasture grasses and weed species. The existing driveway is lined with planted Desert Ash
trees (Fraxinus angustifolia), while other introduced species identified across the site include Sugar Gum,
Peppercorn and Silky Oak.

Vegetation within the Project Site generally comprises two broad categories:

» disturbed or modified native vegetation, including remnant woodland trees with a heavily grazed
understorey and isolated patches of native bulrush vegetation; and

= non-native vegetation, including exotic pasture species, environmental weeds and planted trees
associated with historica|l agricultural land use.
This copied document to be made available

Remnant native vegetation is ( rimari%gqﬁg%méalgﬁgﬁég@gitgﬁﬁfm%ct Site poundaries or as scattered
paddock trees. Mature eucalyptus treq&a&gag&@ﬁﬂﬂfﬁhﬁ{a P&H@Qaiy provide established native vegetation
screening, which assists in limiting ﬁw%m%lgﬁfﬁﬁ%mwgmﬁ&em@y Adlditional patches of Grey Box
woodland are present to the sg uthm&ﬁhﬁﬁg(ﬂﬁﬁtﬁ@im@trgmwoodIa nd trees and scattered
paddock trees, including dead stapﬁlé%‘&r@ﬁl%{ﬂtmtqutcp@ﬁ%qgﬁgﬂov|de important habitat values for

native fauna. purpose which may breach any

. ) ) opyright . ) ) )
Refer to the Ecological assessment in section 7.1 Forprth%er information on native vegetation.

225 Topography

The Project Site features varying topography, with relatively higher elevations in the eastern portion of the
site, gradually transitioning to lower-lying land towards the west. The elevation ranges between 196 m AHD in
the east and 174 m AHD in the west.

2.2.6 Hydrology

The Project Site does not contain any recognised waterways and is not immediately adjacent to any
recognised waterways. The closest recognised waterway is Eleven Mile Creek, approximately 2 km to the east.
There is, however, an existing farm dam at the north-west corner of the Development Area.

The north-western corner of the Project Site is adjacent to a set of culverts under Winton-Glenrowan Road.
These culverts convey flow from an indistinct drainage line near the north-western boundary, which is shared
with the adjacent solar farm, and drain land to the south and west of the Project Site.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

m 14



Planning Permit Application Report Cx)gency

3. The Proposal

The following section outlines the key details of the WRESST, along with the Proposal’s justification and
benefits.

3.1 Design approach

The WREEST has been carefully sited and designed to minimise impacts. This includes:
= Locating the Development Area outside the Grey Box Woodland

= Sjting the BESS on the flattest part of the site, and designing it in a ‘L’ shape, to work with the slope of
the land and minimise earthworks.

= Designing the access road network to utilise the existing crossover to Winton-Glenrowan Road,
minimising native vegetation removal in the road reserve

= Reusing the existing farm dam as a retention basin for stormwater treatment
=  Setting the Development Area back from the western boundary to allow for local water flows.

= Including a planted vegetation screen along most of the northern boundary and some of the western
boundary, to minimise visibility and landscape impacts from the Hume Freeway and Winton-—
Glenrowan Road.

= Using an underground transmission line to connect to the Glenrowan Terminal Station, minimising
landscape impacts.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

The WRESST would have a cappcity oﬁt&ﬁ%&i@@WWﬁ@lﬂMWi?‘é’n@includsa the following key components:
art of a planning process under the

= Batteries, inverters and tfan AHiilfe and Environment Act 1987.

= Switching station and assodid euBieRb ML BeLbewsed for any

. purpose which may breach any . .
= Underground transmissijon connection to U&f)ﬁ‘fﬁﬁ?g Glenrowan Terfninal Station

3.2 Overview

=  Auxiliary power supplies

* Protection and control equipment
= Operations and maintenance building and site office
» Temporary construction laydown areas

»  Access points and internal trtjacks- . ADVERT'SED

= Water storage systems and fire-fighting infrastructure

=  Security fencing and monitoring PLAN
=  Earthworks/benching

= Stormwater detention and drainage swales

= Landscaping/screening

= Associated uses, buildings and works

Refer to Figure 7 for the concept layout of the Proposal. The attached Application Plans detail the major
elements of the Proposal (refer Appendix B)
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3.3 Battery storage copyright

Figure 7 - Preliminary Conce

The Proposal is anticipated to an)-RPhospha Figure 8 presents diagrams of a

typical LFP cell, Battery Module, and Rack.
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Figure 8 - Typical LFP cells, Battery Module and Rack diagram

The Proposal includes rows of battery units (approximately 128 units), with power conversion systems (PCS)
on the outside of the rows (refer to Figure 9). Two BESS units are coupled to each PCS. The current layout
provides 3 m of separation between BESS units side-to-side, in accordance with CFA requirements. The
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battery enclosures house multiple racks of modules and contain monitoring and communications
equipment, a cooling system, and a fire detection and suppression system. The modularity of the batteries
allows for ease of construction and maintenance.

22w
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> g N Ol O|0o Oo|o O
I 5| B i | .
o [ | s e [
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SCALE .95 SCALE 1.3%

Figure 9 - Typical BESS Elevations

The Proposal includes a managed firebreak of at least 10 m surrounding all battery units, switching station,
and associated infrastructure, in line with the Country Fire Authority’s Design Guidelines Model Requirements
Renewable Energy Facilities (June 2025, V4.4) (CFA Guidelines).

3.4 Associated infrastructure

The Proposal includes an on-site substation to the north-east of the battery units, containing a variety of
electrical equipment (Refer to Eigure1Q) Connectingthissubstation tothe BESS units will be a network of

electrical and data cabling.

This copied document to be made available
To support the maintenance afpd opef@ﬂ@hﬁﬁl’eqjﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁé‘bﬁmtﬂﬁggbuilding, storage room, and operation
and maintenance (O&M) building, willipedoiodad tivsa el g virydrom Winton-Glenrowan Road. A
temporary laydown area will b¢ Iocpt;gd ﬁfﬁwplmmﬁhgpgboég@aﬂepdsed sybstation and will be
decommissioned once the WRESSPlawgiare tindd iRd femnia ¢ig Aret 11987,
The document must not be used for any
- purpose which may brgach any
copyright
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Figure 10 - Typical Substation Elevations
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Figure 11 - Typical Building Elevations
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3.5 Grid connection

The Proposal includes an underground connection to the National Electricity Market (NEM) at the Glenrowan
Terminal Station. The connection would be a 220 kV underground transmission cable from the proposed
onsite substation to the south-western section of the Terminal Station.

The transmission line will be approximately 550 m in length and constructed via trenching. An indicative Tm
trench width and 20 m disturbance corridor is proposed; however, this is subject to detailed cable rating
studies during detailed design.

Electrical works and equipment within the Terminal Station will also be required where the proposed
transmission line enters the Terminal Station and connects to the grid.

3.6 Access and parking

Primary access to the Project Site will be provided via the existing crossover along Winton-Glenrowan Road,
located near the north-western corner of the site. To accommodate construction vehicles and oversized
deliveries, this access point will be widened to approximately 20 m, with an extra 10 m of temporary gravel
shoulder for the construction period. A secondary access point, sharing the design of the primary access
point, will also be established approximately 155 m east of the primary access point, to satisfy CFA
requirements for emergency access. The location of this access point has considered both traffic and
ecological considerations. Both access points will be utilised during the construction phase.

Once operational, the primary access point will serve as the main site entry, while the secondary access will be
retained for emergency access|purposes only, and potentially direct access fo the on-site substation.

o This copied document to be made available ) .
In addition, an emergency access gat%vly%l%es&%oi‘mgg m%ﬁgBm] f the BESS units to facilitate CFA access

in the event of a fire or other ernergerﬁg.c'l'(m§ia%i;§§§oﬁoéﬂav¥%%%v‘i‘ e local [CFA services with an alternative
route into the property and wil| be iﬁﬁfiS&FQ ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁ@&%@%ﬁl&n&&he sputhern boundary.

Internal access tracks are propos g?gﬂﬁlggt?ﬁ%dpgHmlé?g%efl%égflvgqupme Nt site, and throughout the BESS
units. The internal access trackp wHPSedgﬁglr% 4 %ltu%/g%%igge hd S Y es gned to accommodate both
construction and operational tfaffic, ir%%B%SS X‘E:clgss%a%ipg%%c A is has|been developed in accordance
with the CFA Guidelines (Sectign 4.2 of the Desigcn0 Uide /tnes and Model Regquirements: Renewable Energy
Facilities, Country Fire Authority—crre 2025 V<44 wirehrecaire-aceess+oads to be a minimum of 5 m.

During construction, parking will be provided across the broader site for construction staff as required. Once
operational, car parking for staff will be provided within a parking area at the entrance of the facility near the
Operations and Maintenance building. During operation, staff attendance at the site will be limited to
maintenance and inspection activities; accordingly, four formal parking spaces and additional informal
parking areas, if required, will adequately service the facility.

3.7 Earthworks and drainage

Due to the existing topography of the Project Site, cut and fill earthworks will be required to create a flat
bench and accommmodate the Proposal. The location and shape of the Development Area has been carefully
selected to minimise the extent of earthworks. Cutting will occur in the south-east corner of the Development
Area and filling in the north-western corner. The height of the filling, and therefore the finished level of the
bench, will be higher than surrounding land in the north-west corner, and designed to be well above the area
of local inundation in this area. This will be confirmed as part of detailed design.

The Development Area will be graded toward two internal swales, directing runoff to a retention pond located
in the north-west corner of the Project Site in the location of the current farm dam. Additional bypass swales
will be constructed around the facility to divert external local overland flows away from critical infrastructure.

ADVERTISED
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3.8 Firefighting infrastructure

In accordance with the CFA Guidelines, the following infrastructure will be provided:

= Fire hydrant system (AS2419 — open yard protection requirements), strategically located at several
locations around the BESS units.

= Provision of a dedicated firefighting water supply in a series of permanent water tanks, with a total
storage capacity of no less than 288 kL

= Two access points, including emergency access and internal access tracks that can be used by
firefighting vehicles

= Retention basins to contain contaminated firefighting water
=  Perimeter firebreak of 10 m around the property boundary.

= Perimeter access roads of at least 5 m around and throughout the site

A Fire Management Plan for the Proposal, as required by the CFA Design Guidelines, will be developed as a
condition of the permit. Refer to Appendix | for more details.

39 Additional works

Perimeter vegetation screening will be provided along the northern boundary and a small portion of the
Western boundary of the main BESS area to filter views from high-sensitivity viewpoints and reduce the visual
impact of the Proposal. The prgposecdesigrrarcHocatiorrof-tiresereemiggre informed by the Landscape

and Visual Impact Assessment (Tﬁpendm H).
is copied document to be made available

An approximately 2 to 3 m high meshfsadinétgoterparpispofmestabiigrhe ferce will secure the main
infrastructure to deter theft or Vandalitsncomdigdesagionanditevshsgdsccess {o equipment. The height and
design finishes of the security fenceaill bbfipkiratng paacesstaiderdbsign, with respect to the existing
environment. Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any
3.10  Native vegetatiotinermoval:y breach any
copyright

The design and siting of the Prpposal have been carefully developed to avoigl and minimise impacts on native
vegetation, consistent with the ‘avoid, minimise and offset’ approach. Primarily, this has involved avoiding the
Grey Box Woodland near the southern boundary. As a result, impacts to native vegetation are expected to be
minimal.

Of the 42 individual native trees assessed within the Project Site, only four scattered trees are proposed to be
removed to accommodate the works. In addition, four small patches of native vegetation will require removal
to facilitate site access and the construction of the BESS units and associated infrastructure.

Overall, the Proposal will involve the removal of approximately 0.286 ha of native vegetation, resulting in an
offset requirement of 0.065 general habitat units.

3.1 Construction, operation, and decommissioning
Construction

Construction is expected to include the following elements:
=  Preliminary works to prepare the site
= Installation of fencing, lighting, and site signage, including safety signage
» Earthworks to achieve suitable bench and hardstand areas
= Establishment of temporary construction compound, car parking spaces, and internal roads

= Delivery, assembly, and installation of BESS components and ancillary infrastructure

CO ADVERTISED 19
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* Installation of underground cabling from the onsite substation to the Glenrowan Terminal Station,
involving trenching

= Testing.
The construction phase is expected to be approximately 12 to 18 months.

A detailed Construction and Environmental Management Plan will be prepared in accordance with any
conditions of a planning permit.

Operation

The operation of the Proposal will involve charging and discharging of the battery units, monitoring and
maintenance of the batteries, inverters, switching station, internal cabling, as well as general site
maintenance and general security monitoring.

Ongoing activities will include testing and replacement of components, power connections, and security,
access tracks, and undertaking electrical maintenance. The Proposal is expected to have an operational
lifespan of 25 years.

Decommissioning

At the end of the Proposal’s anticipated operational lifespan (approximately 25 years), a decision will be made
to repower or decommission the Proposal. If repowering is to occur, this will involve installing new BESS units
and equipment and reestablishing the site for ongoing operation.

If decommissioning is to occur| this will involve removing the above-ground|components and recycling and
repurposing where possible. THd Bceppieddocmrephiedomadde asadalis the land to its original condition

(that is, rural living farmland) ahd cordidhesaiepurppatafi epaligstent With the surrounding landscape.
its consideration and review as

Upon commencement of decommijgiqrajf\@,rﬂ&mﬁﬁgtpmb%g wieddd the remjoved, with key steps including:
= Removal of all abovegrolind MW%@YfSR%?g%%&I}g&ZJre ihcluding perimeter fencing, site

offices, and maintenancg b@i‘i‘&ﬁ&&“ment n-1ust not be used for any
purpose which may breach any

= All laydown, bench, acces tracks, and infrecﬁpy@igm to be decommisgioned and removed

* Project Site to be returned-te-pre-construction-conditionane-eonsistency with the surrounding
landscape

Other elements, such as the vegetation screen planting, will be retained. Additional features that may be
useful for agricultural purposes, such as the water detention basin, will be maintained on site at the request of
the landowner.

3.12 Proposal justification ADVERTISED

3.121  Site suitability PLAN

The Project Site is well-suited for a BESS and benefits from its location within the proposed Central North REZ.

The Project Site is considered suitable for the use and development of a BESS for the following reasons:
= Limited sensitive receptors within 1 km of the Project Site (approximately 5 non-involved dwellings)
= Co-located with other energy infrastructure
* Immediately adjacent to the grid connection point, via Glenrowan Terminal Station
= Not characterised as having significant landscape values or significant agricultural land
* Minimal existing native vegetation within the Project Site

»  Zoning that allows for the use
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Convenient road access

Significant distances to waterways and wetlands.

3.12.2 Economic benefits

The development of the WRESST represents an investment of approximately $650-$850 million. It is expected
to create around 100 to 150 jobs during the construction phase. These jobs will be both local and international,
comprising jobs in the following fields:

Manufacturing

Electrical and cabling

Civil engineering

ADVERTISED
PLAN

Roadworks
Construction

Fencing.

Beyond construction, there are expected to be around 4 to 6 full time equivalent jobs for the lifetime of the
Proposal. These will be involved in the operations and maintenance of the facility, including reporting, safety,
monitoring, and upkeep of the facility. The Proponent is committed to procuring locally to the extent
possible, drawing from the skills in Winton, Glenrowan, or the wider Benalla region.

The Proposal will play an impo
industry in Victoria. As the stat<
employment in this growing figl
ability to build and operate BE
competitiveness in this vital se

3.12.3

There are a number of reasons
ensuring Australia’s electricity

Why battery

Tant role in growing the renewable energy g
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&re is a need for storage within

the grid to supply power during periods of low generation.

Further, the continued popularity of domestic rooftop solar is leading to an oversupply of generation in the
middle of the day during sunny periods, offering the opportunity to store power during this time and release
it in the evening, when demand is typically highest.

Battery storage technology has advanced to a point where the delivery of numerous grid-supporting
batteries is cheaper and more efficient compared to other energy storage solutions, such as pumped hydro.
Batteries have a crucial role of quickly firming intermittent renewable energy, as directed in AEMO's
Integrated System Plan (2026), which highlights a need for 35 GW of shallow and medium storage and 5 GW
of deep storage by 2050.

The WRESST will strengthen grid stability for communities in the region through the ability to rapidly
increase or decrease output, and by providing ‘ancillary services’ such as frequency and voltage support.

In supporting the introduction of more renewable energy generation, the Proposal will assist with Victoria's
renewable energy transition and support the legislated Victorian Renewable Energy Target for 65% by 2030
and 95% by 2035. Importantly, the Proposal will be crucial to achieving the Victorian energy storage targets of
at least 2.6 GW by 2030 and 6.3 GW by 2035.
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4., Community and Stakeholder Engagement

The following section outlines the objectives and principles of the Proposal's engagement, details of the
engagement activities completed to date and planned, and the materials provided to stakeholders and the
local community.

4.1 Community stakeholder and engagement plan

A Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan (CSEP) was developed in the early stages of the WRESST
Proposal in accordance with best practice in Australian community engagement. It details the objectives and
principles defining engagement, identification of key stakeholders, and describes the social context of Winton
and the surrounding community.

The aim of the CSEP is to ensure the community and stakeholders are proactively and meaningfully informed,
consulted and involved with the Proposal throughout the planning, development, assessment and delivery
stages.

4.1.1 Engagement objectives

The Plan aims to fulfil the following engagement objectives:

= Build strong connections with the host landowner, neighbours, Traditional Owners, local industry and
the wider Winton community to gather support for the Proposal during the planning process.

= Promote the Proposal's t messaging to manage

misinformation about th r,oposal,(ftasuring people can ccess_'n{)cir ation, provide feedback and stay
informed his copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
= Develop a thorough understanding efitlhee looal agdiretians and concerns which relate to the Proposal
and work with them to achieparnof ugdlabansfipied cesscantkes: the

= Deliver a robust engagem Ptlzbnglgl}%%‘nﬂqgl{lm%)rl}f%egﬁégg 159§IZS stakeholders (as appropriate)
ot be

throughout the Proposal's li egycPec,lgtI\lgqst suﬁtezlalr e pe%%gi?lo(r)\ls‘,,%g)bu Id trust in the planning process

and understanding of th techrP&E%‘&?eW 1 m-ay reach any
copyright

= Keep an up-to-date record providing evidence of all engagement a¢tivities undertaken throughout
the process and to establish a comprehensive database of stakeholders for the life of the Proposal.

412 First Nations engagement principles

Beyond the statutory requirements of the Proposal, the Proponent is commmitted to ensuring sensitive and
respectful engagement with the First Nations communities. The approach to Traditional Owners
engagement is based on principles adopted from First Nations Clean Energy Network's Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Best Practices Principles for Clean Energy Projects (2022) and the Clean Energy Council's Best
Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Projects (2018).

The Proposal seeks to:
= Engage in a respectful and inclusive manner
= Prioritise clear, accessible, timely and accurate information about the Proposal
= Protect and preserve Country, cultural heritage and the environment
* Ensure economic and social benefits are shared
= Ensure and encourage cultural competency

= Implement feedback, monitor progress and report back

ADVERTISED
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413

Engagement principles

The nine principles of engagement shown in Figure 12 have been developed based on Cogency's experience
in planning and consultation, and integrate the principles outlined by the Clean Energy Council as part of the
Best Practice Charter for Renewable Energy Projects.

These principles are intended to define engagement on the WRESST during all phases of the Proposal,
including design, planning, construction, operation and decommissioning.

Mutual benefit and respect

Deliver shared outcomes @H
of mutual benefit in an (
equitable way for the @‘,
local host community,
landowners, and Proponent. Provide a
space for genuine dialogue where people
can participate in respectful discussions
that help to identify mutually agreeable
solutions. Proactive, well-planned, and
regular engagement is effective in
achieving mutual understanding and
openness.

DD

Ongoing engagement

Provide diverse and
ongoing opportunities
for engagement
throughout the lifecycle
of the Proposal. Monitor and evaluate the
community engagement, benefit sharing
and social impact management programs
to identify areas for improvement and/or
modification.

Inclusiveness

Identify a wide range of

different stakeholders

across the local and

regional communities

and ensure that the channels and methods
of engagement are tailored to the needs of
each stakeholder group so that they are
engaged with appropriately and effectively.

Figure 12 - Principles of engagement

Relationship-building

Build genuine local
relationships, networks
and links to key local
leaders or organisations, by enabling many
avenues for interaction and involvement,
and allowing key stakeholders to become
Proposal advocates and feedback loops.
Help the local commmunity to identify
positively with the Proposal and integrate it
into their sense of community and place.

Responsiveness

Listen and respond to

community needs and G
concernsina

comprehensive and timely

manner. Maintain a record of the key issues
raised and/or complaints received to date
and how they were resolved.

Transparency, trust, and
accountability

Commit to an ongoing
process of monitoring,
evaluating, and disclosing
information about the
Proposal’s activities and impacts. Adhere to
promises and commitments, to help
develop legitimacy and credibility - and
ultimately trust — within the community.
Provide transparency about the process
and how decisions are made.

Authenticity

Have a strong, authentic,

and local presence in the

local community by

providing dedicated staff

who are reliably and readily available as the
community’s trusted ‘translator’ of
technical knowledge, to explain
information to the community and
stakeholders in a simple yet effective way
and to address any misinformation

Social impact

Understanq, mlnlmlse,‘ and O\Q/%
offset the risk of negative %

social impacts across a

Proposal’s lifecycle by taking into
consideration the many social factors, and
using appropriate social analysis tools and
integrating them, alongside the technical
and economic factors, into the proposed
development.

Fairness

Ensure that consultation is
two-way and that
opportunities exist for local
community members and
other stakeholders to participate, with
access to balanced information, and having
their ideas justly considered, responded to,
and incorporated where possible.

P S—

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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4.2 Engagement activities

To date, engagement has been carried out with direct neighbours of the Proposal site, the wider Winton and
Glenrowan communities, key State and Federal government agencies and local community organisations
(Table 5). These stakeholders were identified during preparation of the CSEP during the early design and
development phase.

Stakeholders are defined as people, groups, organisations and communities that may be directly or indirectly
impacted by the Proposal, hold a strong interest or have an influence on the Proposal and its outcomes.

Engagement with identified stakeholders commenced in earnest in April 2026, with the introduction of the
Proposal to the immediate neighbours of the Proposal. The following table provides an overview of
engagement activities carried out with the community and stakeholders leading up to the submission of this
Planning Application.

Table 5 - Summary of engagement to date

Stakeholder Date “ Tools of engagement Key details

9 April 2026 Letter of introduction . Direct letter drop to dwellings within
approximately 2 km of the site

. Express post sent to nine dwellings in
total, arriving on 13 April 2026

Neighbours

15 April 2026 Door knock = Door knock of nine dwellings within an
approximately 2 km radius of the site
(Figure 13).

= Three residents were home and hosted
the]team for a discussion

. . ., I gdwellings without residents home

This copied document to be made avallan. e left with a WRESST fact sheet and

for tﬁ:e sole purpose of enabling  ‘Sofry, We Missed You' card

its consideration and review as" Views were malnl_y supportl\{e or neutral

3 of the Proposal with the main concern
part of|a planning process under the rgijded around the social and

Planning and Environment Act 1987, curpulative impacts of proposed and
exiqting developments

The docyment n.IUSt not be used for-an)f\lo communications received from the
purpose which may breach any community following the door knock

April 2026 Emaicopyright = Empils offering Proposal briefings and
State and Federal MPs invites to upcoming engagement

Benalla Rural City Sessions
Councillors

Neighbours

2

—

All Stakeholders Weeks of 13 Advertising in local . Advertising carried out for 2 weeks

; leading up to the Community Drop-In
Apriland 20 newspapers Session on 27 April 2026

April 2026 . Published in the Benalla Ensign and
Wangaratta Chronicle
All Stakeholders 27 April 2026 Community Drop-In L] Drop-in session was hosted between

2:30pm and 6:30pm on Monday, 27 April
2026 at Glenrowan Recreation Reserve
Memorial Hall

L] Information materials included fact
sheets and information boards

= 15 people were in attendance, with the
majority sharing contact details and
opting in for future Proposal updates.

=  Community sentiment was a mix of
curious, neutral and supportive.

. There was a degree of apprehension
towards the Proposal, with concern
raised around broad fire risk, noise, and
flooding

. Following an invitation, Proposal team
members conducted a visit to a
community member's home who raised
concern around visual impact

=  Figure 14 and Figure 15 show photos of
the drop-in session

Session

CO ADVERTISED 2
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Figure 13 - Dwellings plan

Figure 14 - Community members at the drop-in Figure 15 - Community member in discussion with
session a member of the Proposal team

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
ADVERTIS ED part of a planning process under the
P L AN Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

purpose which may breach any
copyright
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4.3

Engagement tools and methods

A wide range of communication tools and activities have been identified to ensure that the community and
stakeholders are effectively informed, consulted and involved in the Proposal, to reduce to the extent possible

(Table 6):

=  The risk of conflict between community, stakeholders, and the Proposal.

= Any intrusion and disruption to businesses and land uses.

= Concerns around consultation fatigue.

Table 6 - Recommended tools and techniques

Purpose Stakeholders Level of
engagement
. . e = To provide clear and concise information
Presentation and briefing ab(?ut the Proposal as it develops All Inform |
pack = To notify the stakeholders about key stakeholders Consult
) ) milestones in the Proposal and how to
Presentation slide decks to influence the planning and design
government and agency . To avoid the spread of misinformation and
stakeholders providing various to mitigate concerns, where possible.
key updates
. =  Toinform neighbours and the wider . .
Direct letter drops community o?upcoming engagement Neighbouring Inform |
) . activities and participation opportunities landowners Consult
Direct letters Qel!vered to . = Toinfarm naighhnl wsaoftechnical stiudies
households within a 2 km radius and assessment activities for the Proposal Loc€al
of the Site. Letter drops included "hi that be relevant E?theird)r%pert businesses
e e oo | This copisd dcumentty e g 2%
Proposal introduction, details o fo debdnabl;
upcoming engagement events — X ot s.ble WOS B.a Ing
Door Knocking activities and its consideration and review as
Community Drop-In Sessions part of a plannlng process under the
Pla [¢] rg\_/=I fauarnflcgvuc?r um%mfo I% Ero Sosal
Door knocking The ck@gum &up y M}g Neighbouring | Inform |
landowners Consult
Door knocking activities carried lfﬁfﬁﬁ%éa%wh may breaCh any
o = Toinform n Iandowners about]
out by the Proposal team to liaisg the proposa ngsl{?nd upcoming
with all dwellings and community information sessions
landowners face-to-face, at their = Toreceive preliminary feedback from the
residence, within 2 km radius of neighbouring community and assess initial
community sentiment.
the Proposal.
. = Toinform key stakeholders of the Proposal
Emails and upcoming engagement activities State and local Igforml |
) ) . : government onsult
Emails to nearby neighbours and To provide updates to key stakeholders and
K kehold 7 h offer briefings for further discussions Neighbouring
S SEIE IS notlfylnlg WS . To demonstrate responsiveness and foster land
of the Proposal and offering a strong relationships with key community andowners
Proposal briefing, as well as members, organisations and stakeholders.
inviting them to attend
upcoming engagement events,
participation opportunities, and
providing Proposal updates.
. = To establish rapport and foster ongoing
Face to face and online relationships with primary stakeholders State and Inform |
stakeholder meetings/ and key impacted neighbours Local Consult |
interviews . To inform, consult or involye interested and | government Involve
concerned local community members and )
In person and online meetings stakeholder groups Community
were conducted with key *  Toidentify potential risks ano,l issues ) groups
; . associated with the Proposal's construction . .
stakeholders and neighbouring or operation Neighbouring
landowners for various key issues | & g mitigate negative issues or spreading of | landowners
and updates. misinformation
=  To provide a direct feedback mechanism.

CO
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Purpose Stakeholders Level of

engagement

. To establish a point of contact for

Contact phone and email community members and stakeholders All Inform |
address wanting to learn more about the Proposal, | Stakeholders Consult
voice their concerns or raise matters of
Provision of Proposal contact interest during all phases of Proposal
details to near neighbours, development ) _
interested community members . To allow for initial |ntrop|uct|ons and quick
responses to community members and
and stakeholders. stakeholders
=  Tofacilitate further meetings or briefings
L] Established in April 2026
Proposal webpage B P ) All Inform |
. To provide clear information about the stakeholders Consult
Proposal webpage created to _F;roponznt, and the Prodpo;sal ) dat
g " . L] o provide progress and planning updates,
host information r‘egarc!mg the including upcoming engagement
Proposal, key details, milestone opportunities and key milestones
updates, community information | =  Accessible at:
material, and contact details https://celeroinfrastructure.com/celero-
projects/winton-renewable-energy-
stability-and-storage-terminal
. . . To provide clear and concise information
Fact sheets and information P All Inform

about the Proposal as it develops

posters = Written in plain language, translating stakeholders
complex Proposal information,

Factsheets and information incorporating the use of visual tools

boards written in plain English to including graphics and iconography where

nossible to make information as accessible

support engagement activities,
including door knocking and
Community Drop-In Sessions.

= To notify the community about key
s ' int : t
his cfRIEHRNEIREIT HEBE BAR AvAiTaRR
fowstifo sobaipn Bpase of egatdingcerns
oesRAdeRRion and review as
Local advertisin "paredfa iniiin oreshuHder gression Local media Inform
d Plale e WerpTh s
The document must not be used for any

purpose which may breach any

= To introducetﬁpylfi hesal to the wider
community and’stakeholders

=

Advertisement of Community
Drop-In Session

All Inform |

Community Drop-In sessioni
stakeholders Consult

_ “w _‘ " TU fQK‘;:;thC Dtl Ul Iy fCIL.C tU deC ;I ItCI QLt;UI 15
g el sitle evert between the Proposal team —the
hosted by the Proponent at the Proponent and key technical consultants —
Glenrowan Recreation Reserve and the community / stakeholders.

Memorial Hall =  To provide Proposal information through
plain language and mixed visual media

. To provide an opportunity for community
members to clarify information, voice their
ideas and concerns, encourage
engagement in the planning process

. To establish a point of contact for the
Proposal.

= Tofoster trust and confidence within the Al Inf |
community and to strengthen existing nrorm

: ) relationships, aligning with the Proponent’s | stakeholders Consult
Email to close the loop with the commitment to transparent

community and key stakeholders, communication.
relaying discussions heard at
engagement activities and
informing them of next steps and
actions to be undertaken.

Thank you email
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4.4 Future engagement

The Proponent commits to ongoing, meaningful engagement with key neighbours, Winton and Glenrowan
communities, and key stakeholders. This commitment reflects the Proponent’s recognition that community
relationships established during pre-application engagement are sustained through transparent and
responsive communication across the full project lifecycle.

Following lodgement of the planning application, key engagement activities are expected to include:
= Updates to website and project collateral to reflect lodged application and public exhibition details
=  Second Community Drop-In Session hosted during public exhibition period
= Direct letter drops to neighbours within 2 km of the Project Site of Project Update factsheet
= Direct neighbour engagement, either online or face-to-face, if requested

= Targeted engagement and intelligence gathering for Community Benefit Sharing agreements
including with the community, Traditional Owners, local government, state agencies, key community
organisations and other nearby renewable energy developers

= Ongoing engagement with key neighbours and affected neighbours

= Key stakeholder meetings, including with Council, CFA, DTP and others.

* Monitoring and evaluation reporting in line with permit conditions

= Announcements of commmunity benefit sharing initiatives via direct letter drops and website updates

= Continued active engagement and responsive communication with any interested or affected
neighbours and community members.

During public exhibition of the planning application, the Proponent will host a second Community Drop-In
Session, aimed at informing and updating the community on the progress of design and technical
assessment. This will provide an accessible, in-person opportunity for the community and key stakeholders to
engage directly with the WRESST project team to provide feedback ahead of lodging a formal submission.
The Proponent will ensure the session is promoted through appropriate local channels and provide direct
notification to identified neighbours and stakeholders.

Should the Project receive planning approval, the Proponent will continue engagement with relevant
stakeholders through to construction and into operation.

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

ADV E RT | S E D part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

P LAN The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
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5. Legislation and Policy Context

The following section outlines the legislation and policy relevant to the Proposal at the Commmonwealth, State
and Local levels (Table 7). The table briefly assesses the alignment of the Proposal against the relevant
objectives and key actions.

Table 7 - Policy and strategic alignment

Relevant Objectives & Actions Proposal Alignment

Legislation / Policy

Commonwealth

Paris Climate
Agreement 2016

Strengthen the global response to
the threat of climate change
Maintain global average
temperature to well below 2°C
above pre-industrial levels and
pursue efforts to limit the
temperature increase to 1.5°C
Achieve net zero emissions by 2050
and inscribe low emissions
technology stretch goals.

The Proposal will contribute to Australia's
commitment to the Paris Climate Agreement
by supporting more renewable energy
projects to connect to the National Electricity
Market (NEM) and is in line with recent
Federal announcements regarding a long-
term emissions reduction strategy.

Climate Change Act
2022

Advance Australia's response to
climate change

Promote accountability in
governance and policymaking
regarding climate change

Achieve Australia’'s greenhouse gas
emissions reduction targets, per s

The Proposal supports Australia’'s greenhouse
gas reduction targets by storing and
distributing renewable energy that can
contribute to the replacement of fossil fuel-
based energy
This Proposal will also help reduce reliance on
fossil fuels by enhancing the reliability and
tabitity-of renewables, contributing to grid

10 pofthe ATt atieast&#3% betow
2005 levels by 2030, and net zero by

20PPhis copied document to be m

for the sole purpose of e ablll%gmmun ty, helping develop a new
its consideration and reyiew sgsnployment industry centred on green
P nmno process mdprﬂfﬁ%Structure,

decarbon|isation

de a{,agw[g@ sal will also provide construction

maintenance jobs for the local and wider

Australian Renewable
Energy Target Scheme

infkhe elec
ErcoJ‘rQSéj

eld ctrldtylﬂnrpesetwrllﬂblﬁmay bre
repewable sources a%l‘lght

In estment in new rene
[dalV] hrnmr‘fc untilthe tarqet of

Reduci;% |C|ﬁgsec @fﬁ{f?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%nt Act IWrop sal supports Australia’s renewable

energy targets by seeking to reduce

M@ggﬁa@wgpot be used f(y'rémﬂﬁm se gas emissions through the

rage aphd distribution of electricity from
r newablp sources.

33 000 glgawatt hours of renewable
electricity generation is met and
sustained until 2030.

AEMO Integrated
System Plan 2026

Provide essential support for
Australia's energy transition

Triple grid-scale variable renewable
energy by 2030, and increase it six-
fold by 2050

Almost quadruple firming capacity
to support variable renewable
energy.

The Proposal will contribute to grid stability
and management

The Proposal will help improve firming
capacity for the NEM and Victoria's electricity
transmission network as it transitions to
variable renewable energy sources.

Environment
Protection and
Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999
(EPBC Act)

Ensures that development Projects
do not significantly impact Matters
of National Environmental
Significance (MNES)

Ensures that development avoids or
mitigates impacts on biodiversity,
particularly on listed species or
ecological commmunities

To protect threatened species and
ecological coommunities

To promote ecologically sustainable
development

To enhance Australia’s capacity to
address environmental challenges.

An assessment of the Proposal against MNES
listed under the EPBC Act has been
undertaken as part of the Biodiversity
Assessment (refer to Section 7.1 and Appendix
D).

The Proposal has been intentionally designed
and sited to avoid and minimise impacts on
flora and fauna, including MNES.

No significant impacts to MNES are expected,
and a referral under the EPBC Act is not
required.
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Legislation / Policy Relevant Objectives & Actions Proposal Alignment

State (Victoria)

Climate Change Act
2017

To set a long-term greenhouse gas
emissions reduction target.

The Project will actively support the State's
greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets
by supporting the production and distribution
of renewable electricity.

Renewable Energy
(Jobs and Investment)
Act 2017 & Victorian
Renewable Energy
Target (VRET)

To increase the proportion of
Victoria's electricity generated by
the means of large-scale facilities
that utilise renewable energy
sources

To contribute to achieving the
renewable energy targets, and
energy storage targets

To support the development of
projects and initiatives to
encourage investment,
employment and technology
development in Victoria in relation
to renewable electricity generation,
and energy storage

To contribute to the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions in
Victoria and to achieve associated
environmental and social benefits
To promote the transition of
Victoria to a clean energy economy
To contribute to the security of
electricity supplyv in Victoria

The proposed BESS will be key to achieving
Victoria's ambitious energy storage targets of
at least 2.6 GW by 2030.

The battery storage capacity of the Proposal
supports the Victorian Government's goals of
providing reliable, affordable, and clean
energy.

The Proposal will also contribute to Victoria's
renewable energy targets by allowing more
renewable energy generators to connect to
the grid.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

Victoria’s Climate
Change Strategy

Tr nsition the state to a clean

e 66

The Propgsal aligns with the State's transition
?“ ?P: able energy future and delivers the
tate’s ogjectives to build more battery

©mad
of o S an streng ein
thi energ@@& ol¢ purpose ot ¢ ablmrg‘rastructure to provide critical storage and

Inyest in intoesnsderatisogard review dacilitating the distribution of electricity

Rgduc

I2eO 2€5|Sam%j§

oﬁa lmm?n

purpose which may bre
copyright

roppsal will contribute to the State's
issiong reduction targets by allowing a

provess nde&?ﬁ rateq from~ nearby renewable sources.
Jeirshmeht Act lﬁi

The document must not be used f@reaigr nix of renewable energy in the
cha

electricity grid and storing energy that would
herwisq be generated through fossil fuel
sources.

The Propgsal will utilise the latest LFP cell

battery technology, demonstrating innovation
to meet best practice standards.

Environment Effects
Act 1978

If a project is expected to have
significant environmental effects,
an Environment Effects Statement
may be required to be prepared
and submitted to the Minister for
assessment of the environmental
effects of the works.

An assessment of the Proposal against
ecological values has been undertaken as part
of the Biodiversity Assessment (refer to
Section 7.1 and Appendix C).

No significant impact on ecological values is
expected, and an Environmental Effects
Statement referral is not warranted.

Planning and
Environment Act 1987
(P&E Act)

To establish a framework for
planning the use, development and
protection of land in Victoria

Provides legal weight to
instruments under the P&E Act,
including the Victorian Planning
Provisions, planning schemes (such
as the Benalla Planning Scheme),
regulations and Ministerial
directions.

The Proposal is in accordance with the
general objectives for planning and land use
within Victoria

It has been selected for its strategic location,
in proximity to existing electrical
infrastructure and renewable energy facilities
Planning approval from the Minister for
Planning is being sought as part of this
application. A detailed assessment against the
relevant provisions of the Benalla Planning
Scheme has been provided in Section 6.

Aboriginal Heritage
Act 2006

To recognise, protect and conserve
Aboriginal cultural heritage in
Victoria in ways that are based on
respect for Aboriginal knowledge
and cultural and traditional
practices

To promote the management of
Aboriginal cultural heritage as an

The Proposal is situated on the traditional
lands of the Yorta Yorta people, with the
YYNAC as the RAP for the area.

An assessment of the Proposal against places
onsite of Aboriginal cultural heritage
sensitivity has been undertaken as part of a
Cultural Heritage Assessment which considers
the Proposal against the objective of the Act
(refer to Section 7.2 and Appendix D)
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Legislation / Policy

Relevant Objectives & Actions

integral part of land and natural
resource management.

Proposal Alignment

It was determined that no significant effects
on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage values are
anticipated, and a mandatory Cultural
Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) is not
required.

Heritage Act 2017 To protect and conserve the =  The Proposal is generally consistent with the
cultural heritage of the State objectives of the Act, as it would not disturb
To create offences and other any places of European heritage.
enforcement measures to protect
and conserve cultural heritage.

Environment Provides the Environment =  The Proposal is consistent with the purposes

Protection Act 2017 Protection Authority (EPA) powers of the EP Act.

and tools to prevent and minimise
the risks of harm to human health
and the environment from pollution
and waste

Provides the EPA with the ability to
pursue stronger sanctions and
penalties to hold environmental
offenders to account.

Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act 1988
(FFG Act)

To prevent taxa and communities of
flora and fauna from becoming
threatened and to recover
threatened taxa and communities
so their conservation status
improves

To identify and mitigate the
impacts of potentially threatening

The Proposal is consistent with the purposes
of the FFG Act in that it does not impact
threatened species or communities.

The Planning Application is accompanied by a
Biodiversity Assessment (refer to Section 7.1
and Appendix C) which addresses the
requirements in the FFG Act.

Lol . -
p[ PLTOoTS LU dUUTTOSS LT TTTTODUTNtaritc

urjderlying causes of biodiversity
deeii§s copied document to be m

Road Management
Act 2004

cien

management of sa
pUblic rog]ﬁsstﬁgp

purpose which may bre

The document must not be used
ch ananagement Act 2004.

de available
Tolestabligga ﬁggg@éaj 'i*#iose of endblid&e planrjing application is accompanied by a
and effi
A

ansportl Impact Assessment (refer to Section

niand reyiew ass 5ng A bpendix G), which outlines the
needs qjm-prmfritipsla]ﬁﬁiﬁg prdcess ndeptheosed|strategies for the road

logal CmﬂTﬁtéeﬁ'nd Environment|Act

1@g7agement.

The Propgsal is consistent with the road
f%%ement principles outlined in the Road

Water Act 1989

To|provide for the integugsgatight
management of waterways in
Vikteria

The planrnjing application is accompanied by a
Hydrology Assessment (refer to Section 7.4

To promote the orderly, equitable
and efficient use of water resources
in Victoria.

are-Appendix F), which outlines how the
Proposal will interact with water resources.
The Project Site is not adjacent to any existing
waterways.

Dangerous Goods Act
1985

To promote the safety of persons
and property concerning the
manufacture, storage, transport,
transfer, sale and use of dangerous
goods

To ensure that adequate
protections are taken against
certain fires, explosions, leakages
and spillages of dangerous goods
To ensure that information relating
to dangerous goods is provided by
occupiers and owners of premises
to the relevant authorities

To allocate responsibilities to
occupiers and owners of premises
to ensure that the health and safety
of workers and the general public is
protected.

The planning application is accompanied by a
Risk Management Plan (including Fire Safety
Study) (refer to Section 7.7 and Appendix I),
which assesses the hazard associated with the
Proposal.

The Proponent has extensive experience in
the development of grid-scale battery storage
systems that commonly utilise LFP cell
technology, and are familiar with the
associated dangerous goods and hazards
handling processes in the respective states
and territories they have worked in.

Elements of the Proposal classified as
Dangerous Goods will be listed within the
site’'s Dangerous Goods register. Maintenance
programs will be enacted to ensure all
elements containing Dangerous Goods will be
maintained in accordance with manufacturer
specifications and relevant Australian
Standards.

ADVERTISED
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Legislation / Policy

Design Guidelines and
Model Requirements:
Renewable Energy
Facilities CFA

(June 2025, V4.4)

Relevant Objectives & Actions

Provides standard considerations
and measures about fire safety, risk
and emergency management to be
considered when designing and
operating new renewable energy
facilities

Provides design guidelines for
battery facilities in bushfire-prone
areas.

Proposal Alignment

The planning application is accompanied by a
Risk Management Plan (including Fire Safety
Study) (refer to Section 7.7 and Appendix ),
which assesses the Proposal against the
guidelines.

The CFA will be consulted during the design,
construction, and operation phases.

Regional

Hume Regional
Growth Plan

Provides broad direction for
regional land use and development
in the region and more detailed
planning frameworks for key
regional centres

To support thriving, productive, and
sustainable communities,
environments, and industries
Importance of integrating transport
and infrastructure with
development to facilitate economic
and employment growth
Diversifying the regional economy
and enhancing sustainability
Support the region's transition to a
more sustainable energy future.

The Proposal will help support economic
diversification in the Hume region while

facilitating its transition to a sustainable

energy future.

Local

Benalla Rural City
Community Plan 2016-
2036

The plan emphasises the
importance of environmental
responsibility and sustainability
Reflects the community's
aspirations for a sustainable future,
with an implied emphasis on
renewable energy and
environmental responsibility as key
components of its long-term vision.

The Proposal supports the community's vision
for a future powered by renewable energy
sources and will help to contribute to more
sustainable outcomes for the local
community.

Benalla Rural City
Council Climate
Change Adaptation
Action Plan 2013-2025

To prepare for and mitigate the
impacts of climate change on
council operations and the broader
community

Minimising susceptibility to
climate-related impacts and
leveraging opportunities arising
from climatic changes

[llustrates commitment to building
resilience against climate impacts
and recognises the role of
renewable energy initiatives in
broader climate change mitigation
efforts

The Proposal aligns with the Council’s
commitment to mitigating climate change
impacts by enabling the storage of renewable
energy.

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the

This copied document to be made available

Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright
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6. Planning Assessment

The following section provides an assessment of the Proposal against the relevant provisions of the planning
scheme.

6.1 Planning permit triggers

The Planning Scheme outlines a range of State, Regional and local policies, along with detailed planning
provisions, that direct use and development, including the land on which the Proposal is located.

Table 8 identifies the planning permit triggers under the Benalla Planning Scheme that apply to the Proposal.

Table 8 - Planning permit triggers

Clause Permit requirement

Clause 35.07-1 . Use of land for a Utility installation (BESS)

Farming Zone

Clause 35.07-4 = To construct a building or carry out works associated with a Section 2

. use (i.e. Utility installation
Farming Zone ( Y )

Clause 35.07-4 (Schedule) . Buildings and works within 5 metres of any boundary.

Farming Zone

Clause 35.07-4 (Schedule) =  Earthworks which change the rate of flow or the discharge point of
water across a property boundary, or which increase the discharge of

Farming Zone saline groundwater

Clause 42.02-2 - Vegetation Protjaction = Toremove, destroy or lop any vegefation specified in a schedule to this

Overlay This copied d¥&llAent to be made available

Clause 52.05-14 fdrithe pele ppranecst enablBgdentifidation sign

Signs its consideration and review as

Clause 52.06-6 paﬂ royige parkin K iég isfaction of the Responsible Authority
. Planning pddbRvisonsean Act

Car parking The v

Clause 52.17-1 pur tive ve hetation, including dead native

Native vegetation

@g&g{g&%n dssBPeseIc
copyright

6.2 Municipal planning strategy

The Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) is provided in Clause 02 of the Planning Scheme and provides the
context, vision and strategic directions of Benalla Rural City Council. The relevant clauses include:

= Clause 02.01- Context

= Clause 02.02 - Vision ADVERT'SED
= Clause 02.03 - Strategic Directions PLAN

Table 9 sets out the sub-clauses and provisions relevant to the Proposal and an assessment of them.

Table 9 - Relevant Strategic Directions and Assessment

Sub-clause Relevant Provision Assessment

Clause 02.03-2 Planning for the protection, restoration | The Proposal has sought to minimise the impacts on

Environmental and | @hd enhancement of sites and features | native vegetation and has been considerate of the

landscape values of nature conservation, biodiversity, presence of the Regent Honeyeater known to the
geological or landscape value. area.

The landscape value of the Project Site is not
recognised in the planning scheme, and in any event,
the site is well hidden by existing vegetation,
especially from the Hume Freeway.
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Sub-clause

Clause 02.03-3
Environmental
risks and amenity

Relevant Provision

Planning for bushfires seeks to reduce
bushfire risk through various
protection measures to minimise the
threat from bushfires.

Assessment

The Project is located outside of the Bushfire
Management Overlay; however, like most of rural
Victoria is located within a Bushfire Prone Area.

Supported by a Fire Safety Study, the Proposal has
been carefully designed in alignment with the
Design Guidelines and Model Requirements:
Renewable Energy Facilities (CFA, 2025) and is
supported by a Fire Hazard and Risk Assessment. It
includes a number of specific fire features, such as
firebreaks, onsite water tanks, and permitted roads.

Clause 02.03-4
Natural resource
management

Planning for agriculture seeks to retain
large lots and discourage the
establishment of sensitive or non-
agricultural related land uses on high-
quality agricultural land to retain its
productive viability.

Planning for agriculture seeks to
facilitate non-agricultural related use
and development that respect
settlement patterns, landscape,
amenity and environmental values and
adjacent land uses in highly
fragmented rural areas

The Proposal has been located in proximity to
existing and future energy infrastructure, reducing
the fragmentation of valuable agricultural land.

The Project Site is a small land holding, used for rural
residential purposes, and is not considered high
quality agriculture land.

Water quality will be protected through the
stormwater management strategies, including
vegetated swales and retention ponds.
Environmental values will be further protected
through an Environmental Management Plan
prepared during detailed design.

Planning for water seeks to encourage

the implopR{g Jalecaniéhit¥o%be made available

environrnental lyehel idpiffose of enabling
Clause 02.03-7 Planning for ecoitemrimsidesthtioskael réieRragosal regresents an investment of
Economic enable the c%@rﬂ%\ftg ﬁ?ﬁées@ﬁﬁ@éﬂﬁ@'y $650-$850 million, offering a
development the tran itiomﬁllﬁ %i%{iqagg'fconc mic boost to the local and wider

6.3

%‘:ﬁfﬁf EivHGibne
supporting el ﬂf@ﬁ?ﬂﬁfst not be

employrhent op ortun|t|

> §5@0Y0Any

Planning
encoura

¢ which may b1
for econom|c growth[sieeksltlce

e alternative energy

industriés—H#

-eqUR
Proposal will hel

in the local regio

Iocal employment opportunities, the

b stimulate economic development
N and help to support Benalla's

+ i + |

v-carbon future.

Lol
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9y

oSS —tCo

in locations with convenient access to
existing energy distribution
infrastructure.

Planning policy framework

The Planning Policy Framework (PPF) sets out the State, regional and local objectives and strategies that
guide and inform land use and development within the municipality.

Table 10 sets out the relevant PPF Clause objectives and strategies. An assessment is provided against each

objective.

Table 10 - Relevant PPF Objectives, Strategic Directions and Assessment

Clause

Objectives and Strategies

Clause 12 - Environmental and Landscape Values

Assessment

Clause 12.01-1S
Protection of
biodiversity

Ensure that the impacts of land use and development

on Victoria's biodiversity take cumulative
habitat fragmentation into consideration

The Proposal has been sited in an area
with minimal significant ecological
values. An Ecological Assessment (refer

impacts and

Clause 12.01-2S
Native vegetation
management

Ensure that there is no net loss to biodiversity as a
result of the removal, destruction or lopping of native

vegetation

to Section 7.1 and Appendix C) has
been undertaken to guide the design,
ensuring ecological values are carefully

CO
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Clause

Clause 12.03-1S River
and riparian
corridors, waterways,
lakes, wetlands and
billabongs

Objectives and Strategies

Protect the environmental, cultural, and landscape
values of all waterway systems as significant
economic, environmental and cultural assets
Sensitively design and site development to maintain
and enhance the waterway system and the
surrounding landscape setting, environmental assets,
and ecological and hydrological systems

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright

Assessment

considered. Impacts on native
vegetation have been minimised,
leading to minimal native vegetation
removal.

The Project Site has minimal
interaction with local waterways but
forms part of a broader regional
catchment, with approximately 885 ha
of upstream catchment area draining
toward the culverts beneath Winton-
Glenrowan Road. As a result, portions
of the site may be susceptible to
overland flow flooding, particularly
near the culverts, which represent a
local low point within the catchment.
Land in this area will be filled to
achieve adequate floor levels.

A Hydrology Assessment (refer to
Section 7.4 and Appendix F) was
undertaken to inform the design and
identify appropriate stormwater
management measures, including site
grading and the provision of a water
retention basin.

Clause 13 - Environmental Risks and Amenity

Clause 13.02-1S
Bushfire planning

Identify bushfire hazards and undertake appropriate
risk assessment by applying the best available science
to identify vegetation, topographic and climatic
conditions that create a bushfire hazard.

Consulting with emergency management agencies
and the relevant fire authority early in the process to
receive their recoommendations and implement
appropriate bushfire protection measures

Clause 13.03-1S
Floodplain
management

Avoid intensifying the impact of flooding through the
inappropriately located use and development

Clause 13.05-1S Noise
Management

Ensure that development is not prejudiced, and
community amenity and human health is not
adversely impacted by noise emissions.

Minimise the impact on human health from noise
exposure to occupants of sensitive land uses
(residential use, childcare centre, school, education
centre, residential aged care centre or hospital) near
noise emission sources through suitable building
siting and design (including orientation and internal
layout), urban design and land use separation
techniques as appropriate to the land use functions
and character of the area.

Clause 13.07-1S Land
use compatibility

Ensure that the use or development of land is
compatible with adjoining and nearby land uses
Avoid or otherwise minimise adverse off-site impacts
from commercial, industrial and other uses through
land use separation, siting, building design and
operational measures.

The Proposal has been strategically
located near existing energy
generation and transmission
infrastructure to minimise potential
land use conflicts where possible.

This application is accompanied by
various technical assessments,
including assessments of fire hazard
and risk, hydrology, and noise (refer to
Section 7). These assessments have
concluded that the Proposal has
minimal risks and meets relevant
standards, including noise standards.

ADVERTISED
PLAN
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Clause

Objectives and Strategies

Clause 14 - Natural resource management

Assessment

Clause 14.01-1S
Protection of
Agricultural land

Avoid permanent removal of productive agricultural
land from the state's agricultural base without
consideration of the economic importance of the land
for the agricultural production and processing
sectors.

The Proposal comprises the use of
agricultural land (FZ) that is currently
used for rural residential purposes and
not high-intensity agricultural
production.

The Project Site is not considered to be
high-quality or recognised as such in
the planning scheme.

The lot is a small agricultural lot
containing a dwelling, existing
transmission lines, and is surrounded
by energy infrastructure.

Clause 15 - Built env

ironment and heritage

Clause 15.01-6S
Design for rural
areas

Ensure that the siting, scale and appearance of
development protect and enhance rural character

Protect the visual amenity of valued rural landscapes
and character areas along township approaches and
sensitive tourist routes by ensuring new development
is sympathetically located

Site and

osian daoviglonmaont to minimicaviciio
= ™

The Project Site is situated near
existing and planned renewable
energy generation and transmission
infrastructure, which are already
prominent non-natural features within
the landscape.

The Proposal has been designed to

impacts jon surrounding natural scenery and

landscagdikis oepied doiogient iodehititogds, availa

waterwalys, lakef@p¢heaitsieqsurpose of enabling

ble

Clause 15.01-6L Rural
Design

Encourape the ud8 somsideration e gienaayy as

materialg.

part of a planning process under the

Encourape silhayurio g eaghEmat renmentrd sl 987.
impact df trEluddicgmenbaeiaststapbe used for an)

Clause 15.03-2S
Aboriginal cultural
heritage

or the IYIRESH ‘A’AB%EQ_&M%WSM@)’
ind post-contact AbPBIMAERfitural heritage

Provide
contact
places

ut|lise existing screening vegetation
ated on its northern boundary and
bgnefits from being screened by
exjsting infrastructure in the area.
BHSS units and ancillary buildings are
loyv-scale and will use muted colours
to|blend in with the existing

Y environment. Complementing the

exjsting screening vegetation, there
will be additional plantings on the
ndgrthern and part of the north-western

Ensure that permit approvals align with the
recommendations of any relevant CHMP approved
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006.

boundaries, meaning that over time,
the Proposal will blend into the
landscape.

The Proposal will not impact any
Aboriginal cultural heritage values.

Clause 17 - Economic Development

Clause 17.01-1S
Diversified economy

Protect and strengthen existing and planned
employment areas and plan for new employment
areas

Facilitate growth in a range of employment sectors
based on the emerging and existing strengths of
each region.

Clause 17.01-1R
Diversified Economy
- Hume

Encourage appropriate new and developing forms of
industry, agriculture, tourism and alternative energy
production.

The Proposal will help contribute to
the expansion of an emerging
employment sector, fostering
economic growth and diversification
for the rural commmunities of Benalla.

Clause 19 - Infrastructure

Clause 19.01-1S
Energy supply

Support the development of energy generation,
storage, transmission, and distribution infrastructure
to transition to a low-carbon economy

Develop appropriate infrastructure to meet
community demand for energy services

The Proposal strongly aligns with
Clause 19.01-1S by providing energy
storage that supports the transition to
a low-carbon economy.

CO
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Clause

Objectives and Strategies

Ensure energy generation, storage, transmission and
distribution infrastructure and projects are resilient to
the impacts of climate change

Support energy infrastructure projects in locations
that minimise land use conflicts and that take
advantage of existing resources and infrastructure
networks

Facilitate energy infrastructure projects that help
diversify local economies and improve sustainability
and social outcomes.

Clause 19.01-2S
Renewable energy

Facilitate renewable energy development in
appropriate locations.

Consider the economic, social and environmental
benefits to the broader commmunity of renewable
energy generation while also considering the need to
minimise the effects of a Project on the local
community and environment.

19.01-2R Renewable
energy -Hume

6.4 Zones

Create renewable energy hubs that support co-
location of industries to maximise resource use
efficiency and minimise waste generation.

Assessment

It promotes the development of
energy infrastructure in a suitable
location near existing renewable
energy generation assets, and within a
designated Renewable Energy Zone.
Additionally, it contributes to
renewable energy adoption, reduces
greenhouse gas emissions, enhances
sustainability, supports social
outcomes, diversifies the local
economy, and strengthens regional
resilience.

ADVERTISED
PLAN

for the sole purpose of enabllng

The following zones apply to thHe PrOJe%t Site.

6.4.1

The site is zoned Farming Zon4

The purpose of the Farming Zgne is:

Clause 35.07

1ts consideration and review as
art of a plannlné é) ocess under the
- nment Act 1987.

~ b, %ﬁg%

purpose wh 1c may
copyright

reac any

This copied document to be made available

%ga Ao anyind

Scheme (Figure 16).

= To provide for the use of Tand for agriculture.

= To encourage the retention of productive agricultural land.

= To ensure that non-agricultural uses, including dwellings, do not adversely affect the use of land for

agriculture.

= To encourage the retention of employment and population to support rural commmunities.

= Toencourage use and development of land based on comprehensive and sustainable land
management practices and infrastructure provision.

= To provide for the use and development of land for the specific purposes identified in a schedule to this

zone.

Clause 73.03 defines ‘utility installation’ as ‘land used to transmit, distribute or store power.’ As a result, the

most appropriate definition of the proposed BESS is a ‘utility installation’.

The Farming Zone tables ‘utility installation’ as a section 2 use, meaning a permit is required for the use of

BESS.

Under Clause 35.07-4 a permit is required for building and works associated with a section 2 use.

A permit trigger under Clause 35.07-4 also applies to buildings and works within 5 m of any boundary. The
proposed battery and associated infrastructure are located at least 15 m from any boundary; however, fencing,
earthworks and access tracks will be located close to property boundaries. Therefore, a permit is required.

CO
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An additional permit trigger applies to earthworks th

at change the rate of flow or the discharge point of

water across a property boundary under the Schedule to Clause 35.07.

Clause 35.07-7 (Signs) sets out that the Farming Zone is Category 4.

Table 11 - Relevant Decision Guidelines under the F

4

Decision Guideline Assessment

General issues

=  The Municipal Planning Strategy and the
Planning Policy Framework.
Any Regional Catchment Strategy and
associated plan applying to the land.

The capability of the land to accommodate the
proposed use or development, including the
disposal of effluent.

How the use or development relates to
sustainable land management.

Whether the site is suitable for the use or
development and whether the Project is
compatible with adjoining and nearby land
uses.

How the use and development make use of
existing infrastructure and services.

The Proposal is appropriately located on land that is
capable of accommodating the proposed use of a utility
installation.

The Project Site is appropriate for the proposed use given
the adjacency to the existing Glenrowan Terminal Station,
limited number of sensitive receptors within 2 km, and
lack of significant native vegetation removal needed to
accommodate the Proposal.

Agricultural issues and the impacts from non-
agricultural uses

Whether the use or development will support
and enhance agricultural production.

Whether the use or development will adversely

The Proposal would result in the net loss of approximately
6.5 ha of low agricultural land within a broader 15-ha lot.
Given the low agricultural potential of the land and its use
as a rural residential property, the relatively small
footprint of development, this loss of agricultural land is

affect soil quality or permhanently remove land
from agricultural produdtion

The potential for the useg
limit the operation and 4
and nearby agricultural
The capacity of the site {
use.

The agricultural qualitieg
quality, access to water §
infrastructure.
Any integrated land mamagemepllﬁl
prepared for the site.

Whether Rural worker agcommodation is

IS€S- jts consideratio
b sustain ral .

partagf 'zclulcl)tl%nnlng

copy

Jhs eonigsl dogpment

Xpa nsid'opthejsoimpur]

cortsicerecHtotea 1cepta ble.
The Project Site is Qounded by a transport corridor

to bemaleing ahkaPlinton-Glenrowan Road and Hume
eew ir*llirgrpiting it ability to be combined with nearby

F
pose 98’&'%8 a largel agricultural holding.

nandrrevmespasal would not limit the operations of adjoining
procég\g:lma@yﬁh@per ies, most of which are already used for

oftﬁ’éa;mipg,amgsgmi]mnm%en”te)g’gpffglﬁrgy eneration.
ndBheedotaiifieait must
|[r)%(%se which 1

not be used for any
may breach any
right

necessary having regard to:
The nature and scale of the agricultural use.

The accessibility to residential areas and existing
accommodation, and the remoteness of the
location.

The duration of the use of the land for Rural
worker accommodation.

Environmental issues

The impact of the Proposal on the natural
physical features and resources of the area, in
particular on soil and water quality.

The impact of the use or development on the
flora and fauna on the site and its surrounds.

The need to protect and enhance the
biodiversity of the area, including the retention
of vegetation and faunal habitat and the need
to revegetate land including riparian buffers
along waterways, gullies, ridgelines, property
boundaries and saline discharge and recharge
area.

The location of on-site effluent disposal areas to

minimise the impact of nutrient loads on
waterways and native vegetation.

The Proposal has been carefully designed to avoid the
Grey Box Woodland and locate access points within
natural clearing on the Winton-Glenrowan Road to
minimise native vegetation removal.

Accompanying this application is an Ecological
Assessment (section 7.1). This assessment concluded that
the development footprint does not contain significant
biodiversity values. The Proposal will not cause significant
detriment to the onsite or nearby natural environment.

Design and siting issues

The need to locate buildings in one area to
avoid any adverse impacts on surrounding
agricultural uses and to minimise the loss of
productive agricultural land.

* The Proposal has been sited on land that has predominantly
been used for rural residential land, minimising the loss of
high-value agricultural land, and is co-located adjacent to
existing renewable energy infrastructure.

= The materials and finishes of the proposed BESS would not

present a significant additional visual impact to the existing

CO
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Decision Guideline

The impact of the siting, design, height, bulk,
colours and materials to be used, on the natural
environment, major roads, vistas and water
features and the measures to be undertaken to
minimise any adverse impacts.

The impact on the character and appearance of
the area or features of architectural, historic or
scientific significance or of natural scenic beauty
or importance.

The location and design of existing and
proposed infrastructure including roads, gas,
water, drainage, telecommunications and
sewerage facilities.

Whether the use and development will require

Assessment

landscape. The BESS will be mostly not visible from major
public viewpoints such as the Hume Freeway and will be
further concealed by proposed vegetation screening.

= The Proposal takes advantage of existing infrastructure,
being adjacent to the Glenrowan Terminal Station and
Winton-Glenrowan Road.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as
part of a planning process under the

traffic management measures.

The need to locate and design buildings used
for accommmodation to avoid or reduce noise

Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The document must not be used for any

and shadow flicker impacts from the operation purpose which may breach any
of a wind energy facility if it is located within ioht
one kilometre from the nearest title boundary of copyrig

land subject to:
e A permitfor a wind energy facility; or

e An application for a permit for a wind
eneray facilty o ADVERTISED

e Anincorporated document approving a

wind energy facility; or PLAN

e A proposed wind energy facility for which an
action has been taken under section 8(1),
8(2), 8(3) or 8(4) of the Environment Effects
Act 1978.

The need to locate and design buildings used
for accormmodation to avoid or reduce the
impact from vehicular traffic, noise, blasting,
dust and vibration from an existing or proposed
extractive industry operation if it is located
within 500 metres from the nearest title
boundary of land on which a work authority has
been applied for or granted under the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990.

6.4.2 Clause 36.04 Transport Zone 3

The Winton-Glenrowan Road reserve is located within the Transport Zone 3 - Significant Municipal Road,
under the Benalla Planning Scheme (refer to Figure 16), and it is proposed to construct access points /
driveways within this road reserve to service the Proposal. The purpose of the TRZ3 is for the following:

To implement the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework.
To provide for an integrated and sustainable transport system.
To identify transport land use and land required for transport services and facilities.

To provide for the use and development of land that complements, or is consistent with, the transport
system or public land reservation.

To ensure the efficient and safe use of transport infrastructure and land comprising the transport
system.

The use of land for a road does not require a permit under Clause 62.01. Further, as the use is exempt under
Clause 62.01 and is not a section 2 use, a planning permit is also not required to construct or carry out
buildings and works associated with that use.
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Figure 16 - Zone Plan
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6.4.3 Clause 37.01 Special Use Zone - Schedule 4

The existing Glenrowan Terminal Station that is located within the Special Use Zone -Schedule 4 (SUZ4)
under the Benalla Planning Scheme. Refer to Figure 16. It is proposed to use this land for electrical works to
connect to the existing Terminal Station.

The purpose of the Special Use Zone is to recognise or provide for the use and development of land for
specific purposes as identified in the schedule to the zone. Schedule 4 to the Special Use Zone is for the
Glenrowan Terminal Station, with the purpose:

= To provide for the future use and development of the Glenrowan Terminal Station facility.

= To ensure that use and development of the land does not adversely impact upon the operation of the
Terminal facility.

Pursuant to Section 1.0 (Table of uses) of Schedule 4 to Clause 37.01, ‘utility installation’ is a Section 1- Permit
not required use as the ‘utility installation’ is directly associated with the transmission of electricity. There are
no Section 1 conditions that need to be met for a utility installation.

Pursuant to Clause 37.01-4 (Buildings and works), a permit is not required to construct a building or construct
or carry out works with a Section 1 use.

6.5 Overlays

The following overlays apply to the Project Site.

6.5.1 Clause 42.02 MegeatationRrotaction Qveney — Schedule 3 (VPO3)

for the sole purpose of enabling

The Project Site falls within the Veget%'éf)&ﬁgi)&gf ﬁgnoﬁlﬁél%ﬁegv%haesdme 3 Winder the Benalla Planning

Scheme (refer to Figure 17). Thip ov%rlﬁgf gﬁeﬁﬁﬂﬁgntgo&rggg% ﬂﬁagﬁt\ﬁeegetation and critical habitats for

threatened species. Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The Benalla region is one of the feWFeﬂ?&med‘FHB}Féﬂ%Bg mgoﬁ&ﬁ'é’nt Honeyeater, which is listed as
endangered under the Flora apd FauBBr@%%Yv'%!ecé‘AE%'%?a—‘r!b“‘R&). It aldo provides an essential habitat for
several other rare or endangeréd species, includiﬂ%@ﬁl‘ég&uirrel Glider, Brush-tailed Phascogale (Tuan), Grey-
crowned Babbler, Bush Stone-edrewara-Quet—Additenatyvegetative-eefridors between the Warby Range
and the Great Dividing Range serve as important habitat and migratory routes for indigenous fauna.

Purpose of the Vegetation Protection Overlay — Schedule 3

= To protect and prevent the removal of native vegetation in areas that support the Regent Honeyeater.

Under Clause 42.02-2, a permit is required to remove, destroy or lop any vegetation specified in a schedule to
this overlay.

Any application must demonstrate:
= The species of native vegetation proposed for removal.

= Measures to minimise the removal of Mugga Ironbark, White Box, Yellow Box, and Blakely's Red Gum,
as these species are vital to the survival of the Regent Honeyeater and other threatened wildlife.

The Project Site is currently used for rural residential living and has been predominantly cleared due to
historical agricultural practices; therefore, features minimal native vegetation. Where native vegetation is
present, it features mostly as mature Gum trees or as patches of native vegetation. The Proposal has been
designed to avoid the major Grey Box patch near the dwelling.
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Figure 17 - Overlay Plan
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The Proposal would include the removal of four trees to construct the BESS units and to provide access along
Winton-Glenrowan Road. In addition to these trees, the Proposal will remove approximately 0.286 ha of native
vegetation. This low amount of vegetation removal is a result of the early design efforts to avoid and minimise
impacts on native vegetation wherever practicable, including locating key infrastructure within previously
disturbed areas and refining the layout to retain existing vegetation where possible.

The ecological assessment concluded that the proposed works are unlikely to significantly impact any
threatened flora species, threatened ecological communities, or threatened fauna species under the FFG Act
and the EPBC Act. This includes the Regent Honeyeater, which is identified as a key species to be protected
under the VPO. The assessment determined that the native vegetation and scattered trees within the Project
Site do not provide suitable foraging, breeding, or habitat resources for the Regent Honeyeater and, as such,
the Proposal is unlikely to adversely affect this species.

Please refer to section 7.1 and Appendix C for further information regarding the impacts on native vegetation
and other ecological values.

6.6

Particular provisions are planning controls that apply only to certain uses and development or to particular
aspects of certain uses and development. The following Particular Provisions of the Benalla Planning Scheme
are considered relevant to the Proposal. Their purposes, permit triggers, application requirements, referrals,
and decision guidelines are considered in Table 12.

Particular provisions

Table 12 - Particular Provisions

Particular Planning Permit Requirements
Provision

Assessmert

Clause 52.05 A planning pg¢rmit is iﬁ?‘%ﬁeedslaet %rpose of ens ﬁlﬁz"%all business identification sign |§ propos§d
Signs developmentof land { Sr g bu&ag%a ion and revie to be placed|at the entrance to the site. The sign
identification|sign Wit]hln &e ory ,}— sensitive v Wi no mére than 3 m? and will provide for

{fiate |dentification of the facility and

B
areas (Clause 52.059%.t T e%cpcﬁ‘}@w QLESy U r
Comment AGHS

each premisd muglmp&@@%kﬂe@‘éﬂﬂ@%ent A dns fol workers and visitors. The sign will
metres. The document must not be useddeBamyiminated. The details of the sign will be
purpose which may breadhfianysed at the detailed design stage. Other
copyright minor signs that do not require a permit may be
installed on the site.
Clause 52.06 Car | Car parking must be provided to the satisfaction | As there is no number of required spaces listed
Parking of the responsible authority (Clause 52.06-6). for ‘utility installation’ in table 1, the number of
spaces needs to be to the satisfaction of the
responsible authority.
The Transport Impact Assessment (section 7.5)
notes that sufficient car parking can be
accommodated at the Project Site during both
the construction period and operation of the
ADVERT'SED Proposal.
During construction, parking for staff will be
P LAN provided across the broader site as required.
Once operational, staff parking will be located
near the Operations and Maintenance building
at the site entrance, with four formal parking
spaces, supplemented by informal parking areas
if required, will adequately service the facility.
Clause 52.17 A planning permit is required to remove, destroy | An Ecological Assessment has been undertaken,
Native or lop native vegetation, including dead native which identifies where native vegetation is
Vegetation vegetation (Clause 52.17-1). An application to located within the site (Section 7.1).
remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must The Proposal has demonstrated the three steps
comply with the application requirements approach to ‘avoid, minimise and offset’ by
specified in the Guidelines for the removal, avoiding the major patch of Grey Box Woodland
destruction or lopping of native vegetation and roadside vegetation, and minimising
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Particular Planning Permit Requirements Assessment
Provision
(Department of Environment, Land, Water and elsewhere. Offsets will be provided in accordance
Planning, 2017). with the Guidelines.
Native vegetation removal will comprise
approximately 4 trees. In addition to these trees,
the Proposal will remove approximately 0.286 ha
of native vegetation, generating an offset
requirement of 0.065 general habitat units.
Clause 53.22 An application is exempt from the decision This Proposal is classified as a Category 1
Significant requirements of sections 64(1), (2) and (3) and application under Clause 53.22 of the Benalla
Economic the review rights of section 82(1) of the P&E Act Planning Scheme. The conditions outlined in

Development

6.7

General pro

(Clause 53.22-4).

ADVERTISED
PLAN

Table 1 (Clause 53.22-1) do not apply, as the
Proposal is for the use and development of a
utility installation.

Under Table 2, the use of the land for a ‘Utility
installation other than a data centre’ meets the
specified conditions, as the proposed facility will
have an installation capacity exceeding 1 MW. As
such, the Proposal meets the requirements of
Clause 53.22.

Additionally, this application is made under
Clause 53.22, exempting the application from the
decision requirements of sections 64(1), (2) and
(3) and the review rights of section 82(1) of the

This copied document to be made available

Visidpighe sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

P&E Act (Clajse 53.22-4).

Within the Planning Scheme, genepaintrof/siplanbimggiycatse winebaartiptiong, decision guidelines, and referral
and notice provisions that maylapdiawming aiveddeicdoprerid dhDTlowing general provisions of the
Benalla Planning Scheme are qonkiske dod naevtmust:netrbe pssdl foatsin i3 qummarises the relevant referral

requirements for the Proposal

Table 13 - General Provisions
Planning Peimit Reguirements

General

copyright

bs set quinpedevchiehenaydh peacksromes.

Provision

Clause 66.02-2

Native
vegetation

The Secretary to the Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning (as constituted under
Part 2 of the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act
1987) is a recommmending referral authority for an
application to remove, destroy or lop native
vegetation in the Detailed Assessment Pathway as
defined in the Guidelines for the removal,
destruction or lopping of native vegetation
(DEECA, 2025).

A Native Vegetation Removal Report was
prepared for the Proposal, and it was
determined that the proposed extent of native
vegetation removal falls within the Intermediate
Assessment Pathway.

Under the native vegetation removal
regulations, applications within the
Intermediate Assessment Pathway are
generally not required to be referred to DEECA.

Clause 66.02-4
Major
electricity line
or easement

The electricity transmission authority is a
determining referral authority for an application to
construct a building or construct or carry out
works on land within 60 m of a major electricity
transmission line (220 kV or more) or an electricity
transmission easement.

This application will be referred to the electricity
transmission authority. It is noted that the
Proponent has and will continue to consult with
AusNet (the electricity transmission authority)
and VicGrid concerning the proposed
connection to the Glenrowan Terminal Station.
No works are proposed within the easement.

Clause 66.02-7
Industry, utility
installation or
warehouse

The Victorian WorkCover Authority is a
determining referral authority to use the land for a
utility installation if the fire protection quantity is
exceeded under the Dangerous Goods (Storage
and Handling) Regulation 2012.

This application will be referred to the Victorian
WorkCover Authority.
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7. Impact Assessment

7.1 Ecology

An Ecological Assessment was prepared by DM Ecological. The assessment was undertaken to determine the
ecological constraints of the site and inform the design development process. A copy of the assessment
dated 8 July 2026 is provided in Appendix C.

The assessment found vegetation within the Project Site generally comprises two broad categories:

= disturbed or modified native vegetation, including remnant woodland trees with a heavily grazed
understorey and isolated patches of native bulrush vegetation; and

= non-native vegetation, including exotic pasture species, environmental weeds and planted trees
associated with historical agricultural land use.

Seven native vegetation patches were assessed, including three within the main property of the Project Site
and four within the adjacent Winton-Glenrowan Road reserve. A total of 42 native trees were assessed and
mapped within the Project Site, including 32 large trees exceeding the relevant Ecological Vegetation Class
(EVC) benchmark. Of these, 28 were identified as habitat trees containing hollows, fissures, cracks, or nests
suitable for arboreal and avian fauna.

Outside the remnant woodland area, most native trees occurred as scattered paddock trees, including several
dead standing trees (stags), which provide important habitat values. Non-native species, including Sugar
Gum, Peppercorn, Desert Ash and Silky Oak were also identified across the Project Site.

The main ecological values most likely to be affected by the Proposal are native vegetation, which will need to
be removed to accommodate the proposed works. However, the Proposal has been carefully designed to
avoid and minimise impacts wherever possible. Of the 42 assessed native trees, only four scattered trees are
proposed to be removed. In addition, four small patches of native vegetation will be removed to facilitate site
access and the construction of the BESS units and associated infrastructure. Overall, approximately 0.286 ha
of native vegetation will be removed, generating an offset requirement of 0.065 general habitat units. Refer to
Figure 18 for the proposed impacts to native vegetation as a result of the Proposal.

The ecological assessment concluded that the Proposal is unlikely to result in significant impacts on any
threatened flora or fauna species, threatened ecological communities, or matters protected under the

EPBC Act. While the Project Site may provide habitat associated with the FFG Act-listed Victorian Temperate
Woodland Bird Community, including species such as the Grey-crowned Babbler, the extent of proposed
vegetation removal is minor and is not expected to result in significant ecological impacts.

The assessment also considered the Regent Honeyeater, a key species identified for protection under the
VPO3 and determined that the native vegetation and scattered trees within the Project Site do not provide
suitable foraging, breeding, or habitat resources for the species. Accordingly, the Proposal is unlikely to
adversely affect the Regent Honeyeater or its habitat. Nevertheless, it is recommended that the Proponent
consult with DEECA Hume Region to confirm whether approval is required under the FFG Act for the
proposed vegetation removal in the road reserve.

for the sole purpose of enabling
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Impact mitigation

To further minimise impacts to native vegetation, the Ecological Assessment recommends a number of
avoidance and minimisation strategies, including:

= Continue to avoid and minimise impacts to native vegetation through detailed siting and design of the
WRESST and cable route.

= Confine all construction activities, including stockpiles, laydown areas, access tracks and parking, to the
approved construction footprint.

= Protect retained native vegetation and habitat areas through fencing, signage and clearly identified
No-go zones.

= Prefer pruning or lopping over tree removal where feasible, in accordance with AS 4373-2007

= Undertake vegetation removal, where practicable, outside key breeding seasons for woodland bird
species and retain habitat hollows wherever possible.

= Complete pre-clearing ecological surveys and fauna salvage, where required, under the supervision of a
suitably qualified ecologist or zoologist.

= Reuse removed logs and timber on-site or within nearby shelterbelts to provide ongoing fauna habitat.

= Ensure all contractors are inducted on environmental requirements and ecological protection
measures prior to construction.

=  Maintain Tree Protectior{Zones (TPZS] around retained trees and avoid construction encroachment

within these areas unlest Ry B3 AALhE fo?heade available

= Implement best practicq erosiofgiséhiérseletpany as| af iemabdintgol megsures in accordance with EPA
guidelines. its consideration and review as

*» Useindigenous, locally s Jurcgﬁrt 0ef<:z|le 1;n1n§ gocs%sas under % ebllltc

9 ' Y anning ana En 1r0nmenP Aet 1987

= Where large trees are remclbe, doeestientamspaninitiesed ifirlangl agencies to repurpose logs or root
balls for habitat enhancgment pithjosecedidgwveteybagach any

copyright

The Proposal implements thesg recommendations through careful design that avoids the majority of native

vegetation present within the Project Site. The remaining recommendations will be implemented during

construction and operation, where relevant and practicable through a proposed Construction Management

Plan. The flora and fauna report concluded that the proposed works are unlikely to significantly impact any

threatened flora species, threatened ecological communities or threatened fauna species.

tion planting.

7.2 Aboriginal cultural heritage

A Cultural Heritage Assessment suitable for lodgement has been prepared by Niche Consulting Pty Ltd to
support the development of the Proposal. A copy of the assessment dated 29 May 2026 is provided at
Appendix D

The initial desktop assessment identified that within a 3 km buffer of the site, 28 registered Aboriginal Places
have been recorded. The closest registered Aboriginal Place is VAHR 8125-0457 (Glenrowan West 3), a scarred
tree located approximately 900 m south of the study area. The assessment found no previously recorded
Aboriginal Places within the Project Site.

Additionally, the desktop assessment found that the Project is considered to have a low likelihood of
impacting identified Aboriginal cultural heritage values, given the absence of registered Aboriginal Places
and mapped areas of cultural heritage sensitivity within the Project Site, together with the separation
distance to the nearest recorded Aboriginal Place.

A site inspection of the study area was undertaken by Niche on 13 March 2026. No areas of high Aboriginal
archaeological potential were identified during the inspection. An elevated area within the central portion of
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the Project Site (but outside the Development Area) was assessed as having low to moderate archaeological
potential for Aboriginal cultural heritage. Winton-Glenrowan Road reserve was also assessed as having
moderate potential due to its proximity to remnant vegetation.

One potentially scarred tree was identified during the site inspection, located at the northern end of the road
reserve beyond the clearing associated with the high-voltage transmission line. The tree is situated outside
the Development Area, and, with the implementation of an appropriate buffer, no proposed works will occur
within its vicinity. The assessment concluded that the tree does not meet the criteria required for
classification as an Aboriginal scarred tree. The location of the tree and associated buffer area is shown in
Figure 19.

D ACINIty area Transport — WU Adminitrative and Pregarnty M
o 0 100
B [Potestial Szar Tres w— Freanay Hycrography [e"j"'"“ - P —|
Lacaliny Bourdarms
1 |Inchcative sren of cubural — Subarteral Vister Aroa y e L m o
sensbivey 3 Local Governmare Aras COA2030 MOA Zane &5
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Map 3
- Nicka P Sctiris McDorald
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Figure 19 - Site Inspection Results (Niche)
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As no registered Aboriginal Places are located within the Project Site, a Cultural Heritage Management Plan
(CHMP) is not required. Additionally, the proposed works for the Proposal are not expected to harm any
recorded Aboriginal Places, areas of cultural heritage sensitivity, or the potentially scarred tree identified
during the assessment.

Impact mitigation

A mandatory CHMP is not required, as the study area does not contain areas of cultural heritage sensitivity.
However, the Proponent has elected to prepare a voluntary CHMP to ensure that the cultural values and
heritage of the Traditional Custodians are appropriately recognised, respected, and protected throughout the
development process. The CHMP will be prepared by the appointed cultural heritage consultant, Niche, in
consultation with the YYNAC.

7.3 Noise

A Noise Impact Assessment has been prepared by SLR Consulting Pty Ltd. A copy of the assessment dated
1June 2026 is provided at Appendix E.

Key considerations for the Noise Impact Assessment include:
= Determining the existing noise environment of the Project Site through background noise monitoring
= Modelling the expected noise emissions from the construction and operation of the proposed BESS

= Assessing the expected noise impacts against the various requirements of the EPA

= Consideration of cumulative noise impacts of existing and planned ingdustry surrounding the Project
Site. This copied document to be made available

. -~ _ for the sole purpose of enabling

The assessment identified 13 sgnsitive jiec&RiGR 4R aRARVIRatgl 3 km pf the Development Area and

concluded that: part of a planning process under the

»  Construction noise impalcts Hangingnad Eyﬁmﬂgm 1883y periods and a combination of
training/equipment mai wt%%@%%wmwgﬁﬁny

purpose which may breach any
= QOperational noise from the Proposal is pre%ﬁﬂéﬂtcomply with the gpplicable EPA Noise Protocol at

all sensitive receivers forfall relevant time periods under 3 scenarios agplied in the assessment.

= Cumulative noise was considered from the Proposal together with the existing industries in the vicinity
of the Project Site. With the modelled operating fan duties, operational noise levels (with a 2 dB tonal
adjustment factor applied) are expected to comply with the noise limits at all receivers throughout the
Day, Evening, and Night periods.

* Low-frequency noise was assessed for the Proposal, which demonstrated that the risk of problematic
low-frequency noise at the closest receivers is low.

= The noise impact to Winton Wetlands is also expected to be negligible.

= Compliance with the EPA Noise Protocol limits is expected to be achieved at all receivers with the
modelled operational scenarios.

= All plant, equipment and design layout will be reviewed during the detailed design stage to ensure that
compliance with the noise criteria, including cumulative noise, is maintained as the acoustic
performance of the plant and layout is refined.

Overall, the Proposal is considered to meet relevant regulatory requirements and is not expected to result in
unreasonable noise impacts on the surrounding area; as a result, no additional noise mitigation measures are
required for the Proposal.
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Impact mitigation

During construction, potential noise impacts will be mitigated by restricting works to daytime hours,
appropriate equipment selection and maintenance, workforce training, and ongoing community
engagement. Once operational, no further impacts are anticipated on nearby sensitive receptors, meaning no
further noise mitigation measures are proposed.

7.4 Hydrology and stormwater management

A Hydrology Assessment and Stormwater Management Strategy was prepared by Dalton Consulting
Engineers. The assessment investigated the existing conditions of the Project Site, as well as post-
development hydrology, informing the design of the Proposal and providing appropriate management
strategies. A copy of the assessment dated 29 May 2026 is provided in Appendix F.

The assessment determined that the Project Site features varying topography, with higher elevations to the
east and the proposed BESS infrastructure located within the lower-lying western portion of the site. Surface
water runoff across the site ultimately drains toward the culverts beneath Winton-Glenrowan Road at the
western extent of the study area.

The Project Site forms part of a broader regional catchment, with approximately 885 ha of upstream
catchment area draining toward the existing culverts beneath Winton-Glenrowan Road. Based on site
observations undertaken by DCE, the culvert structure comprises eight cells measuring approximately 1.2 m
wide by 0.9 m high. A preliminary assessment of the culverts was undertaken to estimate their hydraulic
capacity and assess the potential influence of upstream surface water flows on the proposed BESS
development footprint.

This copied document to be made available

The assessment identified that port|o?0ro l{lé]go {,‘Bﬁ%t (S)gteeé?%ﬁmisnusceptil: le to overland flow flooding,

particularly in the vicinity of th¢ culverittss %mgiraé?g{ﬁmeg}la Il%c%,allewvgsoomt within the catchment. As such, site

grading will form a critical com ponSg};{)rﬁgf&epi%q{m&aﬁ%aggpﬁga@%ﬂ strafegy, ensuring the BESS
infrastructure is protected from exﬁfﬁﬂﬁl\/gegﬂaqﬂ%\ﬂ%ﬂ&%ﬁ?%tcrtumgen brated within the Development
Area is appropriately managedt  rhe document must not be used for any

Overall, the assessment demor strateMﬁ%e@%gw&rWhMation dan be developed with minimal
impact on existing hydrologicall conditions and o%%?@f?é‘atm environments, jncluding the Winton Wetlands.
The proposed stormwater managerrertfrarmewerkisalse-ecapableefmeeting relevant Council, CMA, and
CFA requirements, while incorporating green engineering measures to improve downstream water quality
outcomes.

Impact mitigation

The following measures will be implemented to manage stormwater runoff, mitigate potential flooding
impacts, and protect key electrical infrastructure:

» Construction of an on-site retention pond, which will also support firewater management and
containment.

= Grading of the BESS development footprint toward two internal swales that will direct runoff to the
retention pond located in the north-western corner of the study area.

* Installation of bypass swales around the BESS facility to divert external overland flows away from critical
infrastructure.

= Placement of key infrastructure above the 1% Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) flood level,
including an appropriate freeboard allowance, to be confirmed through detailed flood modelling
during subsequent design stages.

Collectively, these mitigation measures will ensure the Proposal can effectively manage stormwater and flood
risks while maintaining the safety and resilience of the proposed infrastructure.
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7.5 Transport

A Transport Impact Assessment has been prepared by onemilegrid. The impact assessment outlines existing
traffic conditions, proposed traffic generation, and the impact of the Proposal on the road network. A copy of
the assessment dated 29 May 2026 is provided at Appendix C.

Two access points are proposed along Winton-Glenrowan Road. The existing access point / driveway at the
north-western corner of the site will be upgraded to accommodate construction vehicles and will serve as the
primary site access. A secondary access point will also be established approximately 155 m east of the primary
access. Both access points will be utilised during construction, with the secondary access retained for
emergency vehicle use only during operation.

Given the low level of traffic generation, the previous use of Winton-Glenrowan Road for construction traffic,
and the short duration of works, additional intersection upgrades are not considered necessary. The
assessment confirms that safe turning movements can be accommmodated at both access points without
significant road upgrades.

Advanced warning signage is recommended at both access points during construction to assist vehicle
movements and notify motorists of temporary traffic changes. A detailed Construction Traffic Management
Plan (CTMP) will also be prepared to outline traffic management and mitigation measures during
construction.

Overall, the Proposal is expected to generate only short-term increases in traffic during peak construction
periods, with minimal impact on the safety and operation of the local road network. Operational traffic
associated with the Proposal is|anticipated to be negligible.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling

The Transport Impact Assessment recgﬁﬁ%ﬂgglfﬁgqglMﬁ&vtifa‘ﬁiasimpact mitigation measures to be
implemented as part of the CTMP: part of a planning process under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

* Allconstruction works Wil spdisemnn siandend t iéfisseapnagarpert signage as appropriate,
including reduced speed limits gichadvankr WarRiNsreienagRyRIong Winton-Glenrowan Road

= During construction hoyrs, vehicle access Egﬂﬂége!gsisted by traffic cgntroller supervision, including
heavy vehicle access as regured—and

Impact mitigation

= Temporary fencing with shade cloth will be installed and is to be located around the perimeter of the
construction zone to protect the work zone.

7.6 Landscape and visual

A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) has been prepared by Peter Haack Consulting. A copy of
the LVIA dated 29 May 2026 is provided in Appendix H.

Key considerations for the LVIA include:
= The number and location of sensitive viewing locations

= The duration of the view - either static (generally long term >1 hour) or mobile (generally short term,
continually moving and static for no longer than 5 minutes)

= The degree to which the proposed works would be visible
= The quality of the landscape setting

= The degree to which the Proposal contrasts or is compatible with the visual character of the setting -
the visual modification level.

The LVIA identified 15 sensitive viewpoints within 1T km of the Development Area, with 8 requiring detailed
assessment and 7 excluded due to limited visibility from intervening topography. Refer to Figure 20.

CO ADVERTISED 51
PLAN



Planning Permit Application Report wgenCU

U U (! (i

. . R art of a planning process under the

Figure 20 - Assessed viewpoint | E{:Ill%rlmg %%ﬁé%l‘f‘lﬁgﬁk &ct%n@é]l}l.ng)
The assessment found the landsca e Hascumpgit aptdrpet/beasedifoamyto the Proposal's limited vertical

scale, relatively flat to gently ur dulatiﬂfﬁ@&@ﬁ&bﬁﬁﬁ BHY dietiely sBgetatiof, which effectively screens views

from most sensitive locations. copyright

While the Proposal will introduce some change to the immediate landscape character, it remains consistent
with the surrounding renewable energy infrastructure and the character anticipated under the existing
zoning. No viewpoints were assessed as having a high visual impact. The highest impacts identified were low-
moderate from the southbound Hume Freeway (Viewpoint 1) and moderate from Winton-Glenrowan Road
(Viewpoints 8 and 8A).

Aside from these two viewpoints, visual impacts are expected to be very low or negligible due to existing
vegetation screening and the co-location of the Proposal near existing infrastructure, which limits cumulative
visual impacts. Additional mitigation measures are proposed to further reduce visual effects.

Refer to Figure 21 and Figure 22, which illustrate the view from public viewpoints, VP2 and VP8A, five years
post construction, with the proposed vegetation screen fully grown.

Impact mitigation

The LVIA proposes the following amelioration strategies:

= Perimeter screen planting (with a minimum 5 m width) along the northern boundary and a small
portion of the western boundary of the site

=  Use recessive surface colours for BESS Units and associated infrastructure

A landscape amelioration strategy is included in the LVIA. A condition of the permit would require a
landscape plan to be prepared and approved.
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Figure 22 - Photomontage of VP8A south-west of Winton-Glenrowan Road to the Project, 5 years post
landscape amelioration (LVIA, Peter Haack)
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7.7

Fire hazard

and bushfire risk

A Fire Safety Study was prepared by NJM Design. A copy of the assessment dated 2 June 2026 is provided at
Appendix I.

The objective of the assessment was to identify primary fire risks associated with the implementation,
function, and location of the Proposal, including the BESS units.

In accordance with the CFA Guidelines, the following infrastructure will be provided:

Fire hydrant system (AS2419 — open yard protection requirements), strategically located at several
locations around the BESS units.

Provision of a dedicated firefighting water supply in a series of permanent water tanks, with a total
storage capacity of no less than 288 kL

Two access points, including emergency access and internal access tracks that can be used by

firefighting vehicles

Retention basins to contain contaminated firefighting water

Perimeter firebreak of 10

m around the property boundary.

Perimeter access roads of at least 5 m around and throughout the site

The scope of the assessment was to:

Provide a Fire Safety Stu
planning

Quantify the severity of fi
transformer fires and du

Put the risks into contex
infrastructure

Ensure compliance of th
within renewable energy

Ny COTTSISTENT With fiTE TISK aS5esSITIETTt teCTT]

This copied document to be made available
res, indudihg dudepragistio ofevalldingrious ¢
ations it§ domSideration and review as
._part of a plannj rocess under th
via PR B A R AR o
The document must not be used for any
e Propeaatpeité Whichtry:fyrbrvathoxity (CFA)
and energy storagspfadidhies, and any other

ues for hazardous industry

istances from BESS and

ch as those from existing energy

requirements to address fire risk
hpplicable standards

Recommend mitigation

i H I
MIcasurcos 1 rTyuircu.

The assessment of the Proposal and associated fire risks concluded that:

Fire spread to adjacent properties is not anticipated, as separation distances exceed the minimum
requirements prescribed by the relevant Australian Standards.

While fire spread between equipment is generally unlikely, there remains a potential risk of thermal
runaway propagation between BESS units under windy conditions due to elevated heat flux and

temperatures.

The location of buildings will require further review to ensure compliance with the National
Construction Code (NCC) Deemed-to-Satisfy (DtS) provisions.

The proposed layout provides adequate separation between BESS infrastructure and surrounding
vegetation, removing the need for bushfire-specific construction measures.

Appropriate mitigation measures have been identified to reduce the risk of fire spread between
allotments and equipment to an acceptable level and to support effective Fire Brigade intervention

procedures.

Based on the fire spread assessment, the consequences of a fire event on the continuous operation of
the BESS are considered to be “Minor”.
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Overall, the assessment demonstrates that the Proposal can achieve an acceptable level of fire safety risk
management through appropriate design, separation distances, and mitigation measures. Subject to
detailed design review and compliance with relevant Australian Standards and NCC requirements, the
Proposal is not expected to result in significant off-site fire impacts and can be safely operated with
manageable residual risk.

Once a BESS supplier has been selected, an updated Risk Management Plan will be provided to confirm
these conclusions before construction.

Impact mitigation

As part of the Fire Safety Study, NJM recommend the following requirements be implemented to minimise
the risk of fire and to satisfy the objectives of the relevant authorities:

= The BESS units must have the following safety measures (not limited to):

- Provision of a BMS (Battery management system).

- Smoke and heat detection.

- Gas detection.

- Firealarm.

- Door alarms.

- Electrical safety measures (e.g., ground faults, high voltage, communication faults, etc.).
- Automatic and manual stops that shut down the battery.

- Temperature controls.

- Deflagration and ventilation systems/overpressure vents.

= Afirebreak of at least 10 m wide must be designed and maintained.

* A5 m perimeter road within the perimeter fire break must be mainta|ned
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= Access to the site to incllide full perimeter access to the BESS area, in¢luding appropriate widths and

load limits from two separate access points.

=  Where transformers are oil-insulated, transformers shall use an FR3 (or similar) Ester oil where practical
in lieu of the normal mineral oil.

= All the equipment within the proposed layout has compliant distances between them in accordance
with the Australian Standard AS 2067.

= Each vehicle and heavy equipment must carry at least a 9 L water stored-pressure fire extinguisher
with a minimum rating of 3A, or other firefighting equipment as a minimum when on-site during the
Fire Danger Period.

= The firefighting water will be sufficient for 4 hours supply based on at least 2 hydrants; hence the water
storage must be at least 288 kL.

= Signage must be provided to indicate the location of the water tanks.

The Proposal has incorporated, or will incorporate, the measures outlined above. The current design includes
5 m wide perimeter access roads, a 10 m firebreak, secondary access arrangements, an additional emergency
access gate, dedicated water tanks, and a retention pond designed to contain and manage firewater runoff.

It is also anticipated that any planning permit issued for the Proposal would include conditions requiring the
preparation of a Fire Management Plan prior to the commencement of operations, together with other fire
safety and emergency management requirements.
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8. Conclusion

This Planning Application demonstrates that the proposed WRESST application, for use and development of
land for a Utility installation, is an appropriate use and form of development for the Project Site.

The 400 MW/1600 MWh BESS is a key energy infrastructure development for the Benalla Rural City Council
and the wider Hume region. The Proposal is considered to be strongly aligned with the stated purposes of the
applicable zones and overlays, as well as key state, regional, and local policies within the Benalla Planning
Scheme. It also implements a range of Federal and Victorian policy objectives in relation to renewable energy,
storage, and emissions reduction. The Proposal will provide critical electricity grid services, significant regional
economic benefits, and a major contribution to Victoria's energy storage targets.

Approval of this planning permit application is considered appropriate for the following reasons:

= The Proposal provides significant dispatchable energy storage, supporting Victoria's energy storage
targets, and local existing and future energy generation projects and energy intensive users

= The Proposal is strategically located adjacent to Glenrowan Terminal Station and the existing 220 kV
transmission line.

= The Proposal is located within a highly modified landscape character, currently used for rural residential
purposes

* The Proposal has been sited such that it is a sufficient distance from residential land and nearby
sensitive receptors

= The Development Area has been designed and sited to avoid impacts on biodiversity, cultural heritage
and will result in limited native vegetation removal

= The Proposal will have significant local and regional economic benefits, including direct investment of
approximately $650-850 million, and local economic benefits through a proposed community benefit
sharing scheme

= Creation of approximately 100-150 construction jobs and 4-6 FTE operational jobs

= The Proposal addresses fire safety requirements within the CFA Guidelines and flooding and
stormwater run-off management

= Noise modelling demonstrates that the Proposal is capable of meeting EPA Noise Protocol obligations
upon operation.

The application is supported by technical assessments that follow detailed investigations. Based on these
technical assessments, the Proposal is not expected to generate any unreasonable or significant
environmental or community impacts.

The Proponent has also undertaken a comprehensive community and stakeholder engagement program,
appropriately informing nearby residents and the wider Winton, Glenrowan and Benalla communities of the
Proposal. Consistent and clear information has been provided to stakeholders and community members
about the details of the Proposal, any potential impacts, and how to get involved. Further engagement will
occur following lodgement of this planning application.

Considering the above reasons, it is respectfully requested that the Minister for Planning grant approval for

this planning permit application.

This copied document to be made available
for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

ADV E RT | S E D part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

P LAN The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any

copyright

m 56



Appendices

Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D
Appendix E
Appendix F
Appendix G
Appendix H
Appendix |

Certificate of Titles

Application Plans

Ecological Assessment

Cultural Heritage Assessment

Noise Impact Assessment

Hydrology Assessment and Stormwater Management Strategy
Transport Impact Assessment

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

Fire Safety Study

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright

ADVERTISED
PLAN



Planning Permit Application Report wgency

Appendix A Certificate of Titles

ADVERTISED
PLAN

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright




Planning Permit Application Report wgency

Appendix B Application Plans

ADVERTISED
PLAN

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright




Planning Permit Application Report wgenCU

Appendix C Ecological Assessment

ADVERTISED
PLAN

This copied document to be made available

for the sole purpose of enabling
its consideration and review as

part of a planning process under the

Planning and Environment Act 1987.

The document must not be used for any
purpose which may breach any
copyright




Planning Permit Application Report wgenCU

Appendix D Cultural Heritage Assessment
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Appendix E Noise Impact Assessment
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Appendix H Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
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Planning | Engagement | Strategy

Cogency provides planning, environmental assessment and stakeholder engagement
services for the renewable energy, property, clean tech and circular economy sectors.

Our collaborative teams bring a uniquely nuanced understanding of planning
processes and the technical aspects of renewable energy property, infrastructure and
circular economy projects, which helps to build a strong rapport and trust with local
community members and stakeholders.

Unlike many in-house engagement and planning teams that are managed
separately, our planners work in collaboration with our engagement practitioners to
ensure that stakeholder and community consultation is at the heart of the planning
process and a critical tool for delivering positive outcomes for our clients.

www.cogencyaustralia.com.au
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